




It is Advent and there is a lot going on. Today, Dec. 6,
in addition to being the Second Sunday of Advent, is
also the Feast of St. Nicholas. My first priestly assignment was to St. Nicholas Church in North Pole, Alaska. This is always a special day for them. This is also a
day very much revered by the Orthodox, and a wonderful day to
pray for ecumenism, and healing in the Body of Christ. Jesus
prayed that all His followers be one, so we should do the same
and pray for healing of the division between Christians.
We will have a livestreamed Mass at 8 a.m. Sat. morning, Dec.
12, the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Fr. Paolo will try out his
Spanish. All are welcome!
Next Sun., Dec. 13, we will have two on-line presentations on the
project to redevelop our campus. There will be one presentation at
10 a.m. and then it will be r epeated at 2 p.m. I hope that you
will be able to attend one of these sessions, so important to our
future as a parish. On our parish website you can sign up to join
one of these sessions. I think you will find it time well spent.
We have a Penance Service scheduled for 7 p.m. Mon., Dec. 14.
Of course, we cannot do a Penance Service virtually. We are still
trying to figure out if we can actually make this work, and keep
everyone safe, or not. Please remember the clergy and staff in
your prayers as we try to unravel this conundrum.
And before you know it we will be celebrating Christmas. Due to
the pandemic we will have to limit seating, and those attending
will need to reserve a space. Please go to our website to reserve a
space. Of course, the safest option for you and your family is to
join us VIRTUALLY on Christmas. We will live-steam the Masses from church, at 4, 6 and 9 p.m. Christmas Eve, and 10 a.m. on
Christmas Day.
So we have a busy month ahead of us. You all stay healthy. This
will be an Advent like none other. God bless,

Christmas Decorations
in the Church
Each year our Christmas decorations are
placed in the Church in honor of our loved
ones. If you would like to make a donation
in someone's memory or honor, please complete this form
and either mail it to the parish office or give it to an usher
at Mass. Please submit a new form for each honoree. The
suggested offering is $20 per name. Names and donations
are due by Wed., Dec. 21. All names will be posted to our
website over the Christmas weekend and throughout the
Christmas Season.

Please PRINT clearly and
return the form below with your donation.
You may attach a separate sheet if needed.
 in honor of

or

 in memory of

Name __________________________________________
Amount Enclosed ________________________________
Your Name _____________________________________
Your Phone Number ______________________________

Thank You!

Christmas Tailgate
From 8-12 p.m. on Sun., Dec. 6 and 13, visit our blacktop tailgate event combining the Christmas Baskets and eBazaar. You
can drop off goodies for the Christmas Baskets and pick up your
eBazaar orders. Face masks and social distancing will be enforced for all our safety.

Feast of Our Lady
of Guadalupe
Although we no longer have our regular 8 a.m.
Saturday Mass, on Dec. 12 we will have a special
Mass at that time for the Feast of Our Lady of
Guadalupe. This will be livestreamed!

We Need Your Welcoming Presence
As we know, the holidays will be quite different
this year, but it doesn't mean our welcoming of the
Newborn King will be downplayed! Please take
the time to consider helping us welcome fellow
parishioners and friends to Masses on Christmas
Eve and Day. Those who sign-up to help must be
current with their EIM certification. If you can
help, please sign up here on our website.

Faith Formation
Visit our Faith Formation webpages for information on our programs for both young people and adults, including registration for
catechesis.

Bible Study
Virtual Open House
Join St. Austin Catholic School faculty and staff for a virtual open
house. You can meet our Principal Tara Cevallos, along with
teachers representing Pk 3-1st, 2nd-5th, and middle school. You
can learn how a St. Austin education might benefit your child. To
view our virtual Open House, 12:30-1:30 p.m. Wed. Dec. 9,
please register at Lunch & Learn.

If you are interested in joining or leading a Bible or book discussion for the 2020-2021 school year, please reach out to Rachel
Vaughn to discuss possibilities!

RCIA
If you or someone you know is interested in becoming Catholic,
or finishing Sacraments of Eucharist or Confirmation as an adult,
please email Rachel Vaughn.

Visit our Christmas eBazaar!

Advent 2020

Join the merry-making online to shop for hand-crafted and artisanal wares, Fair Trade merchandise, pecans, baked goods, poinsettias, St. Austin logo gear and more! Save the date for Sun. Dec.
6, with online sales in the weeks before and after the live
event. We'll end shopping 9 a.m. Mon., Dec. 14.
As we are not able to safely shop together in person, our eBazaar
is a great way to both find gifts for your loved ones and also to
support local, independent businesses. Many of these vendors are
offering pick-up options at our Christmas Tailgate as to save on
shipping costs.

This page of our website, staustin.org/advent-2020, is the hub of
our parish’s online presence during this liturgical season. There
you can find information on our Christmas eBazaar, Christmas
Baskets Project, links to Advent resources such as Little Books
and a Busted Halo Advent Calendar, how to donate for our annual
Christmas decorations, and more. Please check it
regularly for updates, especially as the pandemic
keeps adding more balls for us to juggle. We are
striving to celebrate Advent with you all together
safely, so that we will all be together in person
when the pandemic passes.

Prayer Blanket Raffle, Blessing and
Anointing of the Sick
Mon., Dec. 14 at 8 a.m. Mass

Knightly News
Just like the weather, pecan sales are brisk! Don’t be
left short-handed for Holiday feasting; place your
order now for halves (great for baking!) and chocolate covered (milk and dark – great for snacking!). Purchase them
from our webpage or at the Christmas eBazaar. We can even deliver your order to you! Just contact us to make arrangements.
Your purchases help us perform our charitable mission. Thank
You!
Our Founder is now Blessed Fr. Michael Joseph McGivney! In
honor of his Beatification, the Knights of Columbus is offering
FREE on-line memberships until Dec. 31. The Beatification
Mass, much more information about Our Founder and membership signup can be viewed at www.kofc.org.

Advent – A Countercultural Season
Advent is a countercultural season. It tugs at us because it does
not fit nicely and neatly into the rest of our lives. The somber blue
-purple of Advent, the readings which call us to watch and wait
just do not mix well with the noisy jumble of sound, sight, smells
and rush which make up our pre-Christmas season.
That muffled drumbeat of Advent is slower than the rush of
Christmas shopping in the face of the poverty of Christ and the
continuing poverty of the world. It calls us to question our treatment and care of the earth and one another in the face of a God
who loved us enough to bless our earth and ourselves with his
life.
Let us listen carefully for that muffled drumbeat and follow its
rhythms – for it leads to a stable, a cross and an empty tomb. It
leads to life everlasting.
(Excerpts from an article by Barbara Budde published in The
Spirit, November 1985).

Communion Outreach
Westminster needs you! Please contact Nancy Carrales at nncarrales@gmail.com to bring the Eucharist
to members of our community living at Westminster
Senior Living Center. This service is most appreciated both now, and once the pandemic passes. Please
visit our website for more information.

Please join us for the monthly Blessing of Prayer Blankets. If you or a loved one would like a prayer blanket,
please contact the parish office or Nancy Hrin at 512-837-3658 or
tnejs@aol.com. The Prayer Blanket Ministry members continue
to work from home. Contact Nancy if you would like to help the
ministry as well.
Check out our website for both the Prayer Blanket boutique and
our raffle - this year we’ll raffle off a large quilt and an embroidered linen shirt!

Christmas Baskets Project
This Sunday from 8-12 p.m. is one of our designated "drop-off" days for Gift Cards and Stocking Stuffers! Look for our Christmas Basket Elves at the St.
Vincent de Paul table on the blacktop, right by the alley. We
have baskets and bins to collect your donations, and will be happy to accept checks and cash donations as well. Here are a few
things to note about this year's Christmas Basket Project:


For an overview of the changes and Covid accommodations this year, please see our online flyer online.
 Donations of $25 and $50 HEB gift cards, and $40-50 gift
cards to Target, Wal-Mart and Amazon are requested for our
families this year, in lieu of food and actual gifts.
 We also welcome donations of Christmas-themed gift bags
in various sizes for packaging the gift cards and stocking
stuffers (we need at least 145 small to medium bags, and +/50 medium to large bags)
 You can drop off gift cards, checks, and stocking stuffers at
the Christmas Tailgate both this Sunday and Dec. 13 from 812 p.m. See you ther e!
 Donations can also be brought or mailed to the church office
at 2026 Guadalupe St., Austin 78705. Please have gift cards
to church by Dec. 16.
We would like to extend our huge appreciation to Barbara and
Kevin Barry, whose very generous donation is providing gift
cards for more than 20 families! And the response we have received from parishioners this season is heart-warming. We
thought we would have to scale way down this year, but if the
current response is any indication, we will be able to sponsor our
usual number of families. Thank you!
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