
 

 

 

 



Virtual Discernment Retreat 
At 9 a.m. on Sat., Jan. 16 the Paulist Fathers will host a 
discernment retreat online, interested single men can reg-

ister on this website. 

Participants will have the opportunity to listen to some vocation 
stories, discuss in small groups, talk one-on-one with a seminari-
an, and overall set aside a day for quiet and prayer. 

As I hope you know, our parish/school commu-
nity is actively planning for a major development 
of our facilities on our site. Only the church 
would remain. The rectory, parish halls and of-
fices, school buildings and gym, would all be 
demolished and replaced. If you want more in-
formation on where the plan is at this stage, go to 
staustin.org, click on HOME, then on the drop 

down on Our Property Development Journey.  

Our project (emphasis on “our”) offers us a unique opportunity to 
project a message about who we are, what we do, and what we 
are all about. We have an opportunity in the architecture we build 
to say something to the wider City of Austin about who we as a 
parish and school are, and what we do. What do we want to say 
about ourselves? 

Perhaps the most prominent location for doing this is the corner 
of Guadalupe and 21st Streets. Currently this corner on our part is 
pretty non-descript. Across 21st Street from us, on the wall, is an 
iconic image of a sort of frog with the words, “Hi, how are you?” 
Dozens of people each year stop and have their picture taken in 
front of that sign. I think that we can have an image or symbol or 
architectural feature that says something true and significant 
about us, that this building is not just another office building, that 
it is not an extension of the University of Texas, but is a spiritual 
community that follows Jesus Christ and is committed to the wid-
er Austin community.  

The current architectural plan for this corner renders it as mostly 
glass windows. This gives the impression that this is just another 
new office building. Also, on several of the floors of this corner 
are classrooms, and the teachers do not want windows, both for 
privacy but also to have wall space where they can post things. 
Apparently wall space is important in modern classrooms. So we 
need a different architectural solution for this corner. 

The Development Committee is looking for creative ideas of how 
to make this public location more significant for us. How can we 
use architecture and design to say to Austin something about 
what this building is and does? Perhaps it would be sculpture, or 
engraved words, or images, or painting, or even neon signs? We 
need the creative people in our community to help us come up 
with a solution. Of course, considerations of cost, durability, care 
and maintenance, and all the other practical aspects will be con-
sidered.  

If you have an idea, an image, a phrase, that you think would 
serve us well there, I invite you to write it up and send it as an 
email to develop@staustin.org. Let’s see what we can come up 
with. We don’t have much time, so please send in your ideas 
soon.  

Finally, I ask for the help of all of you to pray for a successful 
outcome of our parish Development team with the Diocesan Fi-
nance Council on Jan. 28. This is about the last big hurdle with 
the Diocese prior to signing the actual development contract. It is 
critical that this meeting go well. So your prayers for the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit for us all, so that we have a good solution 
for both St. Austin Parish/School and the whole Diocese of Aus-
tin, are very important.  

God bless! 

RCIA 
If you or someone you know is interested in becoming Catholic, 
or finishing Sacraments of Eucharist or Confirmation as an adult, 
please email Rachel Vaughn.  

Faith Formation 
Visit our Faith Formation webpages for information on our pro-
grams for both young people and adults, including registration for 
catechesis. 

Bible Study 
If you are interested in joining or leading a Bible or book discus-
sion for the 2020-2021 school year, please reach out to Rachel 
Vaughn to discuss possibilities!   

Parade with a Purpose 
Thank you so much for your generous dona-
tions at our Epiphany Parade! Our Knights 
ferried over three truckloads of food to the 
Micah 6 food pantry thanks to you! 

Thank you Christmas Decorators! 
Many thanks to Bea, Linda, Allison, Beverly, Doro-
thy, David, Frank, Marian, Martha, Stanley, and Ste-
phen who decorated the church and gym for our 
Christmas liturgies! Your time and talents made our Masses look 
and feel normal during this not-so-normal time - Thank you! 

St. Vincent de Paul Ministry 
Santa Claus really did come to the Pathways at North 
Loop Apartments! Our volunteers gave a wonderful 
Christmas Project event for the 130 residents. 

Traditionally, many St. Austin volunteers visit this facility each 
year with presents and food, but this year we provided Christmas 
cheer in a different way. Four St. Austin volunteers manned two 
tables outside while residents came one by one to receive a 
Christmas gift bag full of surprises, including a generous gift card. 
More St. Austin  volunteers dropped off gift bags, as we met with 
residents one floor at a time. With help from the Pathways staff, 
all went smoothly and safely. Many thanks to all the 
volunteers who made the whole Christmas project 
such a success – especially Huddie Murray, Jennifer 
Korba and Lisa Carruth, chairs of the annual event. As 
we see every year, St. Austin parishioners live out the 
words of Jesus, “Love One Another.” 



Prayer Blanket Raffle, Blessing and 
Anointing of the Sick 
Mon., Jan. 11 at 8 a.m. Mass 

Please join us at the 8 am Mass on Mon., Jan. 11, 2021 for the 
monthly Blessing of Prayer Blankets.  If you or a loved one would 
like a prayer blanket, please contact the parish office or  Nancy 
Hrin at 512-837-3658.  The Prayer Blanket Ministry members 
continue to work from home.  If you are interested in helping, 
please contact Nancy Hrin at 512-837-3658 or tnejs@aol.com  

Adventures in the Archives 
Christmas Day has always been very special to St. Austin parish-
ioners. The first solemn Mass was sung in the new St. Austin 
Chapel on Christmas Day 1908. The choir from St. Mary’s church 
in downtown Austin provided the music. Fr. Michael Smith, CSP 
was the celebrant, assisted by Fr.s William Sullivan and Patrick 
O’Reilly, CSP. 

The Rt. Rev. N.A. Gallagher of Galveston invited the Paulists 
from New York in 1907 to come to Austin and establish a center 
of missionary activity for Catholics and non-Catholics. 

The new chapel was built in the mission style and was located 
near the University of Texas on Guadalupe Street near 21st Street. 
At that time the only Catholic church in Austin was St. Mary’s, a 
very small church at Brazos and East Ninth in downtown Austin.  

St. Austin parish was dedicated with appropriate ceremonies early 

We Will Endure 
The New Year begins, its pages are blank. 
The old one is done, but our spirits it sank. 

So many have died while all alone. 
So many have cried alone in their home. 

You saw their faces in the newspaper and on television broadcasts. They were young, old, white, black, brown and Asian – the faces of 
those who have died in the U.S. in the Covid-19 pandemic. It is like looking into a mirror of our country’s populace, a beautiful people 
that made our nation strong.  

They are dying in numbers so hard to comprehend. One death every 30 seconds, 348,000 total to date in less than a year -- six times the 
death toll of America’s military men and women during the entire Vietnam War, and projected to reach 500,000 by March.  

Family members weeping at their loss and being unable to be with their loved ones as they lay dying because of the pandemic re-
strictions. Doctors and nurses weeping, overwhelmed with emotion at being the last living person seen by hundreds of dying patients.  

A California woman tells of losing both her parents to Covid-19 at the same time. She cried, but also thanked God that they were together 
rather than alone. A short video showed the elderly couple smiling and holding hands.  

The pandemic shut down or severely limited business, causing many millions of people to lose their jobs and their income. Schools were 
closed. Families found themselves facing eviction from their homes and having to stand in horrendously long lines to get groceries from 
food banks. 

Then, in the shortest time in history, scientists developed and tested vaccines highly effective against Covid-19 and they are being distrib-
uted and used nationwide, giving us Hope for the New Year. 

The past year also saw the Black Lives Matter protests, sparked by rage at the needless deaths of Black and Brown minorities at the hands 
of police. The protests lasted for months and, while destructive and sometimes violent, caused a needed awakening for all of us to the 
depth and extent of racial bias that still exists in our nation despite its promises of equality for all.  

In an Austin protest, a young woman demonstrator spoke with an Austin Police Officer, and invited him to “come and walk with me” so 
that she could learn how it felt to walk in the protest as him and he could learn what it felt like to be in her shoes. He did and as they 
walked together, each came to a greater understanding of both sides of the conflict. This moment was captured in news videos of the pro-
test and subsequent interviews of the woman and the officer and inspired “Walk With Me,” “A Song of Hope” created by Austin musi-
cians. 

This is a deeply troubled moment in our country’s history. Yet all is not bleak. We have each other and we have God’s beautiful gifts. I 
have found solace every day by enjoying the beautiful sunrise on my morning walk, then going outside to watch the beautiful sunsets and 
the V-formations of ducks and geese flying home for the night and, often, a beautiful moon during the night. 

Take a deep breath. Think of our nation’s history and the diversity of its people. Let the love in your heart and your prayers flow out to 
others. We cannot hold hands during the pandemic, but we can lift our spirits with our love. Let us fill the blank pages of this New Year 
with Love, Compassion and Hope. Together, we are beautiful and strong.  

Of only one thing can we be sure. 
Reach out with Love together 

And we will endure. 
We will endure. 

--Bill Collier, Outreach and SVDP volunteer 

in 1909. The new parish came under the patronage of St. Augus-
tine of Canterbury (St. Austin is an old English derivation of Au-
gustine). The Newman Club, the Altar Society and the choir were 
organized soon after the church was dedicated. 

St. Austin Chapel was replaced by the present church building in 
1953. 
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