
 

 

 

 



Storage Space Needed 
We have taken the first steps of our journey to the future from the 
church offices, the school, and the rectory. Our “Trash or Treas-
ure” committee is sorting through what we must keep, and what 
we can release. There's a LOT to store over the next two years.  

Do you have some space where we could place a storage contain-
er (like a big shipping container) to store furniture and other 
things that do not need  climate control? If you have available 
space on your ranch or homestead, and would let us do this, 
please let me know with an email to Development@StAustin.org 
or a call to the office. We'd only need to access the container a 
couple of times a year, if that. THANKS!    

Happy Valentine’s Day! Also, the Sixth Sunday of good 
ole Ordinary Time. Looking forward, this Wednesday is 
Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent. This Lent will be 
different than any I have ever lived through, largely be-

cause of the on-going pandemic. It seems that we have been doing 
penances for a year already, not traveling, socially distancing, not 
meeting in person, avoiding entertainment events, and certainly 
dealing with economic hardships, sickness and death all around 
us. We have been living Lent for a year. Will we ever come to the 
end and celebrate Easter? 

I believe we will. But we still have months and months ahead of 
us of vigilance, of wearing masks, of vaccines, of social-
distancing, of blue tape on the church pews keeping us distanced, 
etc. Discouraging? Yes. But do not give up. We will get to the 
end of this, and we must continue to be vigilant and press ahead.  

One of the disruptions of this Lent is the simple act of receiving 
ashes on our foreheads as a sign of penance and conversion. 
Many people, not only Catholics, but also Protestants, members 
of other faiths and even non-believers come to receive ashes. It is 
one of the very few reminders in our society of our mortality. And 
all people die. So ashes have a universal impact and appeal. 

But this year, as in so many other ways, is different. To reduce 
close proximity and physical contact, ashes will be distributed in 
a new way. If you come to Mass and receive ashes, the person 
giving ashes will NOT touch you, but sprinkle a little ash over the 
top of your head. This has been approved and directed by the Vat-
ican and is being embraced in this Diocese. Also, the formula for 
the imposition of ashes will be said only ONCE at the beginning, 
NOT for each individual penitent.  

This will certainly be different! We also have made ashes availa-
ble to parishioners to use at home. We encourage you to NOT 
come to church for Ash Wednesday if you are elderly, sick or not 
feeling well. At home you can “smudge” each other if you so 
choose, but there will be no smudging at church. 

Continue to pray for our parish, state and country, that we may 
continue to do all the things we should do to restrain the scourge 
of this virus, to quickly be vaccinated and to resume life in a more 
normal and healthy way. God bless!  

Ash Wednesday 
Our Masses on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 17, will held be at 8 a.m., 
noon, and 7 p.m. We will follow CDC protocols: face masks 
must be worn and attendance will be limited to permit appropri-
ate social distancing,  

What Did(n't) He Say? 
On Ash Wednesday you may notice a slight change to the prayers 
the priest says during Mass. Instead of ending prayers with "...in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen", 
we will hear him say, "...in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for-
ever and ever." Where did the "one" go? The word "one" was 
added as part of the vernacular translation (following the second 
Vatican Council), however, some bishops recently noted that in 
the original Latin the phrase "one God" was not used, so in order 
to follow the newer translations (from 2010), "one" has been 
omitted to give a more direct affirmation to God.  

Lent: it's not a diet plan! 
Lent, which begins this Wednesday, is not always well under-
stood, even by us Catholics! It’s a “penitential season” and  what 
we know about Lent is that it starts on Ash Wednesday and lasts 
40 days (not counting Sundays); it demands some light fasting 
and abstaining, and that we should choose to give up something 
as a way of identifying more closely with Jesus and the sacrifice 
he made. These personal renunciations often have to do with food 
and drink — likely because there are other culinary abstentions 
already baked into the season ("meatless days"). There’s nothing 
wrong with selecting such sacrifices in and of themselves, but 
Lent shouldn’t be thought of as an easy way to diet! 

Lent is about our spiritual "diet," and how internal improvements 
can lead us to better things. If abstaining from some food or drink 
can help you become a more spiritual and generous person, 
great! If not, giving up something else could be more meaning-
ful and reflects the traditional purpose of the season. Better yet, 
taking something up can be easier, such as saying a rosary or 
reading a Lenten reflection each day, or giving food dona-
tions. The point of giving up things for Lent isn’t to rack up gold 
stars or cut a few pounds, it’s about becoming more faithful and 
serving others. Now THAT is a good diet plan to follow! 

For registration details, contact Paulist Fr. Dat 
Tran, Vocational Director, at be@paulist.org. 

Walking the Lenten Path 
As we did for Advent and Christmas, we've curated a selection of 
Lenten observances, activities, events, music, resources, and more 
for you. Please chart your journey through this season of 40 days 
with a visit to Lent 2021.  



Online EIM Training Explained 
Beginning Jan. 1, the Online EIM Training fulfills the 
EIM compliance/training requirement only for applicants who 
have an existing EIM account and have previously attended an 
EIM Workshop. As of Jan. 1, new applicants, and existing appli-
cants who have never attended an EIM Workshop, must attend 
an in-person EIM Workshop to fulfill their initial EIM compli-
ance requirement.  

For more information, including contacts for your Site Adminis-
trator and how to report an incident of concern, visit the EIM 
page on our website.  

Knightly News 
Educational Grant applications are still being accepted 
through March 1! The Texas State Council of the 

Knights of Columbus will award need-based grants of $1000 to 
students in the Austin diocese. The applicant can be a child or 
grandchild of a Knight in good standing. Descendants of a de-
ceased Knight are also eligible. Any graduating senior of a Catho-
lic high school in Texas is eligible when sponsored by a local 
Council in Texas – even if the student’s parent or grandparent is 
not a Knight. Chances are good as few applications have been 
submitted. Please see the Council’s webpage for more details.  

RCIA 
If you or someone you know is interested in becoming Catholic, 
or finishing Sacraments of Eucharist or Confirmation as an adult, 
please email Rachel Vaughn.  

Faith Formation 
Visit our Faith Formation webpages for information on our pro-
grams for both young people and adults, including registration for 
catechesis. 

Book Study 
Join us on Sundays from 4-5 p.m. to discuss Parenting from the 
Inside Out. We meet every other week and our next session 
is Feb. 14 to discuss Chapters 2 and 3. For  the Zoom link 
please contact Rachel Vaughn. 

Eddie’s E-mazing Race 2021  
Each year our school community joins together for a 
day of faith, fellowship and fun at our annual Grand 

Tour fundraiser. This year we'll adopt a new format, Eddie’s E-
Mazing Race, and visit many Austin landmarks. This event helps 
to raise funds to support the mission of our school and the ongo-
ing needs of our students. Visit our website to sponsor! 

Virtual Admissions Event 
Invite family and friends to get to know our school. The Lunch & 
Learn virtual event is set for 12:30 p.m. on Wed., Feb. 24. Regis-
ter through the link on our website. 

40 Days for Life Lenten Prayer Vigil 
St. Austin Catholic Parish will unite with hundreds of churches 
across Central Texas from Feb. 17 – March 28 for  a simultane-
ous 40-day prayer vigil. It is a campaign of prayer & fasting, edu-
cation and constant peaceful prayer vigil in front of abortion facil-
ities. Prayer volunteers pray 1 hour 1 day a week (any time Sun-
day thru Saturday from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.). 

Sign up today at this website or call 512-296-2071. Partner with a 
friend or Gabriel Project Angel. Contact Carmen Adams at 512-
417-8309 or at adamsteam@hotmail.com. 

St. Vincent de Paul Ministry 

By Huddie Murray 

As I write this, I have been taking part in the annual 
Catholic Social Ministry Gathering. This  is a new experience, but 
I have discovered that thousands of Catholics in this country and 
abroad are “raising a voice for those without a voice” (Bishop 
John Stowe) and advocating for those most vulnerable.  

The theme this year is “Make Justice Our Aim” which originates 
in Isaiah. Many of us are still stuck at home during this pandemic, 
but we can certainly help bring about justice not only in our com-
munities, but also those in the poorest countries.  

Check out information at Catholic Relief Services, Catholic Cam-
paign for Human Development, Bread for the World, Catholic 
Charities, Catholic Health Association,  Justiceforimmigrants.org, 
and the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, to name just some of the 
organizations that are actively working for those whose voices 
have been silenced.  

The Path of Charity 
Journey through Lent along "the path of charity towards the 
weaker" recommended by Pope Francis. Consider sacrificial giv-
ing to: 

CRS Rice Bowl - Catholic Relief Services fights hunger 
and malnutrition around the globe 

Ashes to Easter - This Diocesan effort supports three mis-
sionary efforts: Educate Haiti Inc., Weavers of Hope and 
New Hope for Cambodian Children.  

Find more online at Lent 2021. 

 

 

The Everything Parade 
We will prepare for our parade through the black-
top at 2:15 p.m. on Sun., Feb. 14 and begin at 
2:30. Come with your Mardi Gras masks over 
your face masks! Decorate your vehicle for the 

three holidays of Mardi Gras, St. Valentine’s Day and 
the Lunar New Year! And please bring cleaning sup-
plies to donate to Casa Marianella and 
Posada Esperanza. You'll receive containers of blessed 
ashes, with instructions for you to use in your own 
home and neighborhood on Ash Wednesday. Visit our 
website for more details. 
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