
 

 

 

 



As you may know, several years ago we had a problem 
with stones falling off the sides of the church and  
rectory. After much study and planning, we undertook 
a major capital fund drive, added a new lobby with 
bathrooms, and replaced and repaired a great deal of 

stone. It was both a necessary and successful project. 

However, one of the unintended victims of the project was our 
parish “bells.” We don’t actually have any physical bells that we 
ring, but we did have loud speakers and electronic bells that we 
played at various times and for various occasions, like weddings.  

But when the “bell tower” was redone, and the new copper metal 
paneling was installed on the tower, we lost the opening through 
which the bells were broadcast. It has taken us a long time to fig-
ure out how to bring the bells back. We had to buy new speakers, 
which you can see from the alley on the top of the church chim-
ney. Once we had the new speakers, we then had to figure out 
how to affix them. It took a long time to get the brackets for the 
speakers designed, manufactured and installed. Not many compa-
nies do this type of work and it is a long process.  

Then we had to get the speakers connected to the control box that 
actually “plays” the bells. Getting the correct wire, and getting it 
run from the bells to the control unit in the sacristy, again took a 
long time.  

However, patience and persistence, with some money, has finally 
made it happen, and I am happy to announce that as of Easter 
Sunday, we will have the bells of St. Austin ringing out again. 
YAY! 

Our bells are Sonata Electric Carillon bells manufactured by the 
Verdin Company of Cincinnati, OH, a world-renowned, six-
generation family manufacturer, pioneer, and innovator of cast 
bronze bells, electronic carillons, clocks, towers, and organs. The 
electronic bells were the gift of generous parishioners on their 
30th anniversary in May of 2013. 

We will test the bells over the next few weeks, and initiate their 
regular use with Easter Sunday. The bells will ring a few minutes 
before each of our scheduled Masses. I hope they will toll for 
funerals, ring for weddings, and play the Angelus daily. It has 
been a long, long wait to get the bells back, and I am looking for-
ward to hearing them again. I hope you are too. God bless!    

Greeters Needed for Mass! 

As more people return to Mass, we would appreciate some extra 
help welcoming our guests! The only requirement is being EIM 
compliant, otherwise this involves no contact, only a welcom-
ing spirit to all who come to pray with us! If you can help, 
please arrive 15-20 minutes before the Mass you attend and one 
of the priests will show you the ropes! Feel free to contact Dr. 
Ap (apobanz@staustin.org) if you have any questions. 

40 Days for Life Lenten Prayer Vigil 
St. Austin Catholic Parish has united with hundreds of churches 
across Central Texas until March 28 for a simultaneous 40-day 
prayer vigil. Sign up today with a call to 512-296-2071. Partner 
with a friend or Gabriel Project Angel. Contact Carmen Adams at 
512-417-8309 or at adamsteam@hotmail.com. 

RCIA 
If you or someone you know is interested in becoming Catholic, 
or finishing Sacraments of Eucharist or Confirmation as an adult, 
please email Rachel Vaughn.  

Faith Formation 
Visit  Faith Formation at StAustin.org for information on pro-
grams for young people and adults, including registration for  
catechesis. 

Pray With Us... 
...for all on our journey of faith, and especially for our confirm-
andi, elect, and candidates. 

Walking the Lenten Path 
As we did for Advent and Christmas, we've curated a selection of 
Lenten observances, activities, events, music, resources, and more 
for you. Please chart your journey through this season of 40 days 
with a visit to Lent.  

Volunteer Receptionists Needed 

phones, receiving deliveries, handling incoming and outgoing 
mail, etc. No computer experience is required, but it would be a 
bonus. If interested, please contact Sharon Jones at 

sjones@staustin.org. 

Reconciliation Service 
7 p.m. Mon., March 22  

On the bulletin cover we describe two options for the Sacrament: 
on Saturday from 3:30-4:30 in the church or by appointment at 
other times. Next Monday evening we’ll offer a third option, our 
communal Penance Service with several priests available to hear 
individual confessions. Renewal through reconciliation awaits! 

St. Joseph Angelus Novena 
On March 19, our Development team will meet with diocesan 
officials to present the latest update on our plan for their consid-
eration. On St. Joseph's feast day in this Holy Year of St. Joseph, 
we invite you to pray a novena with us. Pray with us for 9 days 
beginning on the 19th and ending on the 27th. Find the prayer on 
our website at Development Journey.  

Storage Space Needed  
As we move forward on our Property Development Journey, 
we’ve identified the need for an off-site storage solution. Do you 
have some space where we could place a storage container (like 
a big shipping container) where we could store furniture, desks, 
and other things that do not need climate control? If you have 
available space on your ranch or homestead, and could accom-
modate this request, please let us know with a call to the parish 
office or email Development@StAustin.org. We'd only need to 
access the container a couple of times a year, if that. THANKS!  



Prayer Blanket Blessing and 
Anointing of the Sick 
Mon., April 12 at 8 a.m. Mass 

Please join us for the monthly Blessing of Prayer Blankets. The 
Prayer Blanket Ministry members continue to work from home. 
If you are interested in either sending or receiving a prayer blan-
ket or helping this ministry, please contact Nancy at 
tnejs@aol.com or 512-837-3658.  

The Path of Charity 
Journey through Lent along "the path of charity towards the 
weaker" recommended by Pope Francis. Consider sacrificial giv-
ing to: 

CRS Rice Bowl - Catholic Relief Services fights hunger 
and malnutrition around the globe. 

Ashes to Easter - Ashes to Easter is an annual Lenten mis-
sion project that affirms and encourages local missionary 
groups and other mission activities of the Diocese of Austin. 
Last year, Ashes benefited three nonprofits: Educate Haiti 
Inc., Weavers of Hope, and New Hope for Cambodian Chil-
dren.  

Boxes to take home to gather loose change for these two collec-
tions are in the Narthex.  

Lenten Special Collections 

Ash Wednesday - The US Bishops appealed for your gifts 
to World & Home Missions to support the faithful here and 
abroad. 

Good Friday - Catholics around the world are invited to 
donate to the Franciscans ministering in the Holy Land. 

Read more about these opportunities to respond generously in 
Almsgiving at Lent.  

Knightly News  
The Knights of Columbus continues to offer FREE 
on-line memberships until June 30, 2021. Much 
more information about the Order is available at 
Knights of Columbus. 

Help Fill Baskets of  

Easter Joy!  
Cleaning out rooms in preparation for the 
big change to come we found 100+ baskets 
received just after Easter last year. In a 
“light bulb moment” we remembered our 
friends at a Housing Authority property. 
They’ve felt extremely isolated this year and many are struggling. 
We can use those baskets to bring them a little Easter joy. All we 
need is to fill them!  

We’re asking for donations of individually wrapped packets of 
Easter candy (jelly beans, small chocolate eggs, small bags of 
fruit chews, nuts, peanut butter or cheese crackers, cookies, etc.) 
We’ll also need packages of Easter grass. Our goal is to fill 125 
baskets.  

To make collection easy, purchase the products online and have 
them shipped to St. Austin at 2026 Guadalupe St., Austin, TX 
78705 ATTENTION: Easter Basket or bring them to the office 
by March 24th.   

Questions? Contact Huddie at hwmswim@gmail.com. 

Flowers in the Church for Easter 

Each year Easter flowers are placed in the Church in 
celebration of our loved ones. If you would like to make a 
donation in someone’s memory or honor, please complete 
and return this form. The suggested offering is $20. Pay 
by Venmo, online, or by check. This form is also 
available online at Lent. 

Names and donations are due by Wed., March 31. Names 
will be printed in our Easter bulletin.  

Please PRINT clearly and  
return the form below with your donation. 

You may attach a separate sheet if needed.  

Please use this donation:      

 in celebration of         or        in memory of 

Name _______________________________________ 

Amount Enclosed ________________________________ 

Your Name _____________________________________ 

Your Phone Number______________________________ 

Thank You! 

More Opportunities to Serve 
Give the gift of your time and talent to serve our 
community. See more at Help Needed. 

Racial Justice Activism Makes a Difference! 
The Scientific American recently published the results of a study 
that found that fatalities declined 16% in cities that had Black 
Lives Matter protests. Learn more including other revelations 
from the study at Scientific American. 
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