
 

 

 

 



For this Palm Sunday I offer for your reflection a 
section of a sermon by St. Gregory of Nazianzen. 
He was Archbishop of Constantinople, (now Istan-
bul) in the late 300’s, when it was the capital of the 
Byzantine Empire. Much of his career was taken 
up with controversy over the Arian heresy, includ-
ing an Arian mob attacking and breaking into the 

church where Gregory was celebrating the Easter Vigil in 379. He 
was injured in the scuffle but survived. Below is part of one of his 
sermons, on almsgiving.  

 

 
 

Blessed are the merciful, because they shall obtain mercy, says 
the Scripture. Mercy is not the least of the beatitudes. 
Again: Blessed is he who is considerate to the needy and the 
poor. Once more: Generous is the man who is merciful and 
lends. In another place: All day the just man is merciful and 
lends. Let us lay hold of this blessing, let us earn the name of 
being considerate, let us be generous. 

Not even night should interrupt you in your duty of mercy. Do 
not say: Come back and I will give you something tomor-
row. There should be no delay between your intention and your 
good deed. Generosity is the one thing that cannot admit of delay. 
Share your bread with the hungry, and bring the needy and the 
homeless into your house, with a joyful and eager heart. He who 
does acts of mercy should do so with cheerfulness. The grace of a 
good deed is doubled when it is done with promptness and speed. 
What is given with a bad grace or against one’s will is distasteful 
and far from praiseworthy. 

When we perform an act of kindness we should rejoice and not be 
sad about it. If you undo the shackles and the thongs, says Isaiah, 
that is, if you do away with miserliness and counting the cost, 
with hesitation and grumbling, what will be the result? Something 
great and wonderful! What a marvelous reward there will 
be: Your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing 
will rise up quickly. Who would not aspire to light and healing?  

If you think that I have something to say, servants of Christ, his 
brethren and coheirs, let us visit Christ whenever we may; let us 
care for him, feed him, clothe him, welcome him, honor him, not 
only at a meal, as some have done, or by anointing him, as Mary 
did, or only by lending him a tomb, like Joseph of Arimathea, or 
by arranging for his burial, like Nicodemus, who loved Christ half
-heartedly, or by giving him gold, frankincense and myrrh, like 
the Magi before all these others. 

The Lord of all asks for mercy, not sacrifice, and mercy is greater 
than myriads of fattened lambs. Let us then show him mercy in 
the persons of the poor and those who today are lying on the 
ground, so that when we come to leave this world they may re-
ceive us into everlasting dwelling places, in Christ our Lord him-
self, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Greeters Needed for Mass! 

We would appreciate some extra help welcoming our guests! 
The only requirement is being EIM compliant, otherwise this 
involves no contact, only a welcoming spirit! If you can help, 
please arrive 15-20 minutes before the Mass you attend and one 
of the priests will guide you! Email apobanz@staustin.org if 
you have any questions. 

RCIA 
If you or someone you know is interested in becoming Catholic, 
or finishing Sacraments of Eucharist or Confirmation as an adult, 
please email Rachel Vaughn.  

Faith Formation 
Visit  Faith Formation at StAustin.org for information on pro-
grams for young people and adults, including registration for  
catechesis. 

Pray With Us... 
...for all on our journey of faith, and especially for our confirm-
andi, elect, and candidates. 

Walking the Lenten Path 
As we did for Advent and Christmas, we've curated a selection of 
Lenten observances, activities, events, music, resources, and more 
for you. Please chart your journey through this season of 40 days 
with a visit to Lent.  

Volunteer Receptionists Needed 

phones, receiving deliveries, handling mail, etc. Computer expe-
rience is a bonus but not necessary. Contact Sharon Jones at 

sjones@staustin.org. 

More Opportunities to Serve 
Give the gift of your time and talent to serve our community. See 
more at Help Needed. 

Storage Space Needed  
As we move forward on our Property Development Journey, we 
need off-site storage. Do you have some space where we could 
place a storage container (like a big shipping container) where 
we could store furniture, desks, and other things that do not need 
climate control? If you have available space on your ranch or 
homestead, and could accommodate this request, please let us 
know with a call to the parish office or email Develop-
ment@StAustin.org. We'd only need to access the container a 
couple of times a year, if that. THANKS!  

Holy Week Service Times 
Palm Sunday: 5pm Saturday Vigil,  

7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m., 5:30 p.m. 

Holy Thursday: 7:30 p.m.  

Good Friday: Stations: noon, Liturgy 3 p.m. 

Easter Sunday: 7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m., 5:30 p.m. 

The 5 p.m. and 7:30 a.m. Masses are not livestreamed. 



Prayer Blanket Blessing and 
Anointing of the Sick 
Mon., April 12 at 8 a.m. Mass 

Please join us for the monthly Blessing of 
Prayer Blankets. The Prayer Blanket Min-
istry members continue to work from 
home. If you are interested in either sending or receiving a prayer 
blanket or helping this ministry, please contact Nancy at 
tnejs@aol.com or 512-837-3658.  

Knightly News  
As one of the Faith In Action programs, the 
Knights of Columbus conducts the Good Fri-
day Family Promotion. Its purpose is to foster 
a more robust practice and better understand-
ing of our Catholic faith and the triduum. We 
do this by encouraging greater attendance at 
Good Friday which tends to be low. Whether 

you go in person or virtually, please join us on Good Friday for 
Stations at noon and the 3 p.m. liturgy. 

March 29 is K of C Founders Day. On this date 138 years ago, 
the fledgling organization started by Blessed Fr. Michael J. 
McGivney was legally incorporated by the State of Connecticut. 
The Knights offer FREE on-line memberships until June 30. 
Much more information about the Order and membership signup 
can be viewed at  www.kofc.org. 

Adventures in the Archives 
Fr. Chuck announced last week that our 
new electronic bells in the church tower 
would ring out again on Easter Sunday. 

Paulist Father Michael Smith came to 
Austin in May 1908 to look over the 
property at 21st and Guadalupe where St. 
Austin Chapel would be built. The year 
before, the Paulists had accepted the in-
vitation from Galveston Bishop N.A. 
Gallagher to establish a center of Mis-
sionary activity in Austin. With the ap-
pointment of Fr. Smith, an active cam-
paign for funds was begun over the State and in Austin. The local 
Knights of Columbus appointed a committee to solicit funds with 
S. V. Dooley as chairman. 

Work on the chapel began nearly a year later. 1907-1908 were 
depression years and subscriptions were slow coming in. Fr. 
Smith returned to New York and was able to get $4,000 for the 
Church and $1,000 for the furnishings. At this time the Paulists 
thought the chapel would be a temporary structure. Charles Shurr 
was chosen as contractor and builder and George Endress was the 
architect selected to draw plans for the chapel to be in the Mis-
sion style. 

The chapel was completed and included a tower. The first Mass 
was on Christmas 1908. But there was no money left for a bell! 
Years later a bell was installed in the tower, bearing the inscrip-
tion: “Presented to St. Austin’s Chapel by Mrs. S.V. Dooley in 
honor of Pope St. Sylvester, December 31, 1915.” The tower fea-
ture was preserved in the new church building dedicated in 1953. 

Help Fill Baskets of Easter Joy!  
We’re asking for donations of individually 
wrapped packets of Easter candy (jelly beans, 
small chocolate eggs, small bags of fruit chews, 
nuts, peanut butter or cheese crackers, cookies, 
etc.). We now have plenty of grass. Our goal is to fill 125 bas-
kets. You can purchase these online and ship them to St. Austin at 
2026 Guadalupe St., Austin, TX 78705. Ship or bring them to the 
office by March 31. Contact Huddie at hwmswim@gmail.com. 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
We visited a neighbor who gave $1500 to someone who promised 
to "improve her credit score." Her bank required repayment of the 
stolen funds, even though the bank caught the scam and alerted 
the customer in the first place! She used her SSI and her daughter 
helped repay the final amount. We offset her loss by helping with 
rent, and we are able to do so because of your generosity. Thank 
you! Visit National Elder Care Fraud Hotline, their number is 
(833) 372-8311. 

The Path of Charity 
Journey through Lent along "the path of charity towards the 
weaker" recommended by Pope Francis. Consider sacrificial giv-
ing to: 

CRS Rice Bowl - Catholic Relief Services fights hunger and 
malnutrition around the globe. 

Ashes to Easter - Ashes to Easter affirms and encourages 
diocesan missionary groups and other mission activities.  

Boxes to take home to gather loose change for these two collec-
tions are in the Narthex.  

Lenten Special Collection 

Good Friday - Catholics around the world are invited to do-
nate to the Franciscans ministering in the Holy Land. 

Read more about these opportunities in Almsgiving at Lent.  
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