
 

 

 

 



Faith Formation 

Registration for the 2021-2022 school year has opened for all 
grades from Pre-K3 through high school. Because of the limited 

meeting spaces on campus during the development project, we 
have a variety of home-based and pod-based options, with multi-
ple lectionary-based curricula for your family to choose from. We 

will be with you every step of the way to support you in this  
endeavor!  

Visit Faith Formation for information on programs for young 
people and adults, including registration for catechesis. 

RCIA 

If you or someone you know is interested in becoming Catholic, 

or in receiving the sacraments of Eucharist or Confirmation as an 
adult, please email RVaughn@StAustin.org. 

With the excitement building, we'd like to share what we know at 
this point in time. Of course flexibility and patience are our watch 

words - things might change and change again! Please watch  the 
bulletin and eNews for updates.  

While we'll keep the phones staffed and lines open, our parish 

offices will be closed the week of July 26th for the move to 500 
W. MLK. We'll reopen for business in our new Ministry Building 

on August 2. The move from the rectory is scheduled for mid-
August. And our farewell to some buildings we've known for 

generations is scheduled for Sunday, August 28.  

After that, our church building will remain our quiet center. As it 
has for decades, it will continue to center our community for 

these years of our migration and for many years to come. As we 
experience our pilgrimage of development and growth, we have 
the blessing of that steady center. In our sanctuary we gather in 

worship together again after so long a time apart. We celebrate 
the great mystery of the Mass, listen to God's Word as one, and in 

community receive the greatest of our sacraments, the Eucharist. 

I’ve been thinking a lot about travel and moving 
this month. The staff is busy sorting the offices 
into items that will be used in our temporary 
space, moved to long-term storage, or offered at 
our parish yard sale on July 24. As we prepare to 
make do with less, given the space limitations we 

will have in our temporary offices, I’ve been sharing weekly  
reflections on the spirituality of pilgrimage at our Tuesday staff 
meetings.  

Theologian William Cavanaugh describes three different types of 
travelers in our globalized world: migrants, tourists, and pilgrims. 
Migrants travel out of necessity, seeking refuge from violence or 
economic hardship. They see the world from below, often living 
on the peripheries of society. Tourists, on the other hand, travel in 
search of novel experiences, seeking adventures that take them 
beyond the mundane routines of daily life. Tourists generally long 
to be immersed in new cultures, but they often see society from 
above and apart from the daily lives of the people they are visit-
ing. Tourists are also disappointed when their sites are overrun 
with other tourists. For example, people rarely travel to Venice 
hoping to see the streets crowded with other tourists rather than 
local Venetians living their unique lives. 

In contrast to migrants and tourists, pilgrims travel in search of a 
deeper experience of God. Frequent pilgrimages to Jerusalem 
were central to the religious practices of Jesus and his Jewish con-
temporaries. The journeys were not easy, especially for communi-
ties with little money, but the hardships were expressions of their 
desire to let go of all that is unnecessary and center themselves 
more deeply on God. Unlike tourists, pilgrims eagerly welcome 
fellow pilgrims on their journeys towards sacred spaces. 

The numerous and diverse pilgrims who flock to St. Peter’s 
Square in Rome, for example, reinforce the universal appeal of 
our faith. Rome is by no means an easy city to navigate, and the 
lines for security to visit the Vatican can be grueling during hot 
summers. Yet amid these challenges, conversations with fellow 
pilgrims marked by kindness and generosity are moments of sur-
prising grace and reminders of God’s presence among all people. 

As our parish prepares in earnest for our pilgrim journey towards 
a new campus, we know that there will be inconveniences. With-
out parking around the blacktop, our route to the sanctuary from 
the parish garage on MLK will be different. Our ministries won’t 
have the same meeting spaces, instead we will have new spaces to 
use once we are finished renovating the MLK garage offices. 
Storage will be at a premium, a challenge that staff and lay lead-
ers will solve together. Staff and ministry teams are envisioning 
efficient use for the space open to us. We will make 500 W. MLK 
work. Our school has already transitioned to the temporary cam-
pus at San José and their work continues as ours gears up. Next 
year will be new for all of us together. 

Together, encouraging, supporting, and praying with one another, 
these sacrifices will bear much fruit for the future. With the right 
attitude, one centered on God and with our desire to create better 
spaces for learning, sharing, and living our faith as a community, 
this pilgrimage can be a wonderful moment of growth. 

Please continue to pray for the success of this redevelopment  
program, and I look forward to walking together with you in the 
years ahead, 

We Need Your Help Both Now & Later 

Can you help us welcome our guests at Mass? Your gift of hospi-

tality will be contact-free and would mean so much to our visi-
tors. Then, later in the fall, we'll offer training to new liturgical 

ministers. Thanks for your patience as changes from our renova-
tion and move swirl around us. We encourage you to stay tuned 
for updates on our development progress and watch the eNews to 

know when we're able to offer training. We look forward to the 
day we can welcome new ministers to the altar!  

Until then, if you're interested in becoming a minister, NOW is 

the time to get your EIM training (or make sure you are current) 
taken care of as it is a requirement to serve at Mass. EIM compli-

ance is also the only requirement to serving as a greeter. There's 
more on that in this edition. 



Knightly News 

The Council installed new officers on Thursday, 
June 17, for Fraternal Year 2021-22. Our District 
Deputy, District Warden and Chaplain Fr. Bruce 
Nieli, CSP officiated. Knights and families cele-
brated afterwards with a BBQ dinner. View pho-

tos of the event at our webpage. 

Join the Knights of Columbus on-line for FREE! Contact Paul 
Lewis at plewis5340@sbcglobal.net for information about the 
Order or go online at KnightsofColumbus.org. Join Today – this 
special offer lasts only a few more days! 

In his column, Fr. Paolo describes one of the many blessings of 
going on pilgrimage — conversations that often develop into  

deeper relationships with fellow pilgrims. As we embark on our 
development pilgrimage, we give thanks for the kindness and 

generosity you share in your Offertory giving. That giving enables 
us to offer the moments of surprising grace in our worship, learn-

ing, and service together. As Father observes, it is a reminder of 
God's presence among us.  

Recently, a parishioner shared how much the prayer blanket sent 
to Louisiana to carry our prayers for healing and comfort meant to 
a dear friend of their family. Another parishioner remarked on 
how perfect the little blanket was as a cover during a restorative 
nap after grueling therapy. Join our monthly Blessing of Prayer 
Blankets on July 12 at 8 a.m. Help us send these blankets off with 
prayer and compassionate care.  If you’re interested in either 
sending or receiving a prayer blanket or helping, please contact 
Nancy Hrin at tnejs@aol.com or 512-837-3658.  

The BIG Move It Sale 

Is Coming Soon 

 July 24, 2021! 
Thanks so much for your generosity - with three pop-up canopies 

(tents) committed for the Move It Sale, we need another three to 
five. Can you help? We only need them for a weekend and will 

have them back to you right away and in plenty of time for  
tailgating season!  

EIM COMPLIANCE (during pandemic) 

EIM Policies require all clergy, religious, seminarians, employees 
and adult volunteers serving in a ministry requiring EIM compli-
ance to submit an EIM Application for Ministry (one-time only)
and attend an EIM Workshop at least once every three years. 

Online EIM training is available at the EIM Page for per-
sons needing to update/renew their EIM compliance; the training 
page includes instructions on how to login to your existing EIM 
account to find information you will need in order to receive  
credit for completing the training. 

New employees and new volunteers currently active in 
ministry must submit the EIM Application at 
www.eappsdb.com/austin (as a First Time Applicant) and attend 
an in-person EIM Workshop (as of Jan. 1 new applicants may not 
use the online EIM training for their initial EIM compliance re-
quirement). EIM Workshops resumed in August for new appli-
cants (or no prior EIM Workshop attendance) and are typically 
for members of the host parish/school community only at this 
time; contact your parish/school EIM site administrator for work-
shop status at your location. For information, call (512) 949-2447. 

REPORT ABUSE 

Report abuse of a minor, elderly adult or an adult with a disability 
to local law enforcement or to the Texas Abuse Hotline at 
www.txabusehotline.org or (800) 252-5400 and to the diocese at 
www.austindiocese.org/report-abuse or (512) 949-2447. 

HAVE YOU, OR HAS SOMEONE YOU KNOW,  
EXPERIENCED ABUSE? 

Bishop Joe S. Vásquez and the Diocese of Austin are committed 
to providing compassionate care to persons who have experienced 
abuse, particularly if committed by clergy or a church representa-
tive. If you or someone you know have experienced such abuse, 
contact the diocesan Coordinator of Victim Assistance and  
Pastoral Support at (512) 949-2400. 

Last week members of our community received a new prayer au-
thored by Fr. Steven Bell to spiritually commemorate the promul-
gation of Juneteenth as a US federal holiday. Find the full prayer 
on our Racial Justice advocacy plaza. As a preview to your visit, 
here is a brief excerpt ~   

With Your Holy Spirit, empower us to be Ministers of Liberty  
as we repair, restore, and renovate all that has been broken  

by the blight of continued systemic racism and racial oppression. 
 

Over recent days, we've prayed for religious freedom and in par-
ticular for several special intentions. Please join us as we pray that 

 God will continue to grant Catholic institutions the wisdom 
and courage to serve a world suffering the effects of the 
COVID pandemic 

 Children waiting to be placed in a loving home and the care-
givers who serve those children will find strength and support 
from the Church 

 The dignity of all people, including people of faith, will be 
respected in our country 

 The hearts of those who seek to harm Christian churches may 
be changed 
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Catholic Cemetery of Austin
Burial & Cremation Options   
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MIKE SEXTON
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• remodeling •
• fencing •
• decks •

• dry wall repair •
• tile work •
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Texas Estate Planning Law Firm 

Serving Austin &

the Surrounding Areas
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• Probate 
• Trusts 
 • Estate Litigation

512-865-6445
www.kylerobbinslaw.com
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