
 

 

 



It is with a great sense of both relief and  
excitement that I announce that the St. Austin 
Parish/School Development deal is finally and 
fully agreed to and signed. What a relief! 

This is a very big deal. It is an event that will 
impact the parish and the school for the next 
century and beyond.  It is an accomplishment 

with far-reaching and impressive consequences. We are all on the 
threshold (precipice?) of something Very Big! 

I believe that there are very few parishes and schools that could 
have pulled this off. We were able to get this far, and accomplish 
this truly historic feat, only because of the dedication, talent, gen-
erosity and hard work of so many of you. That our parish and 
school were able to mobilize, work together, persevere, and final-
ly bring this to completion is a testament to the generosity and 
talent and imagination of this parish/school community.   

So many hours have gone into meetings, planning, negotiations, 
packing, moving, selling, and more meetings, meetings, meetings. 
Our thanks and gratitude go out to all those who have served on 
the Development Committee, who worked on the packing, move 
and set up at our temporary school location at San José Parish, 
worked on the school beautification days, who worked so hard 
moving, pricing and selling at our big parish sale, who helped 
with the move of the parish equipment and offices to our new 
location at 500 MLK Blvd. or to long-term storage, who helped 
with the move to the new rectory, and who prayed and encour-
aged us and helped in innumerable other ways. Many THANKS 
to you ALL! Only the great amount of talent and dedication and 
enormous GENEROSITY of so many parishioners made this  
happen, and it is a great tribute to the spirit and ethos of this 
parish/school community! 

Together we have pulled this off.  Many in the Diocese and in the 
neighborhood wondered if we really could do this, but we did! It 
was much harder and more complicated and involved than any of 
us understood when we first began.   

The pilgrimage is not over. Even when, three years from now, we 
have worked through all the issues of construction, and have 
moved into our new home for our parish offices, parish ministries, 
new school and new rectory, then in a real sense the work of 
evangelization, which this is all about, will really finally begin!   

We have reached a very significant milestone on our journey. We 
have reason to rejoice and celebrate. But we are not finished. Our 
pilgrimage continues. But we have proved that we can overcome 
very big challenges. We are ready for the next exciting leg of our 
journey.    

God bless! 

Again? Yes, Again. So About Our Mass Broadcasts 

Despite hundreds of successful Mass broadcasts, with few trans-
mission problems, we hit a snag again, this time with the broad-
cast of the Fly-Through on Sunday afternoon. We're planning an 
alternative presentation - see the Development page for details.  

But we also ask your prayers. Please pray that we're on the right 
course. We're working on the details of our solution. We've seen 
what your prayers and patient perseverance can do. Our 
livestreams make it possible for us to worship together in commu-
nity, they've brought the Word to many unable to attend Mass, 
and they've brought the grace of daily Mass attendance to many 
of us. Thank Heaven with us for that, and appeal that we be able 
to continue to broadcast His Word and His Love here and now. 

Dearest St. Joseph,  
at the word of an angel,  you lovingly took Mary into your home.  

As God’s humble servant,  
you guided the Holy Family on the road to Bethlehem,  

welcomed Jesus as your own son in the shelter of a manger,  

and fled far from your homeland  
for the safety of both Mother and Child.  

We praise God that as their faithful protector,  

you never hesitated to sacrifice for those entrusted to you.  
May your example inspire us also to welcome, cherish,  

and safeguard God’s most precious gift of life.  

Help us to faithfully commit ourselves  
to the service and defense of human life  

—especially where it is vulnerable or threatened.  
Obtain for us the grace to do the will of God in all things.  

Amen. 

Help Bring the Word through Worship! 

In addition to lending your talent to our Music Ministry, we have 
other opportunities to support the way we bring the Word to our 
time and place. Our priests need your help at Mass on Saturday 
evening and Sundays to serve as Greeters, Lectors, and Eucharis-
tic Ministers (EM). Consider helping: 

 As a Greeter - we'd never ask anyone to do anything that 
might feel unsafe or uncomfortable, but welcoming worship-
pers to Mass can be accomplished without contact and at a 
safe distance.  

 As a Lector or EM - if you've previously served and are 
trained, please let us know that you'd like to help by emailing 
us at SACP@StAustin.org or use the new form at the Wor-
ship page to let us know that you'd like to go onto the sched-
ule.  

 In our Music Ministry - rehearsals for our music ministers 
will begin soon and there are several opportunities to be in-
volved - the St. Austin Parish Choir (11:30 a.m.), our 8:45 
a.m. and 5:30 p.m. Ensembles, and/or as an instrumentalist. If 
you are interested in being part of our music ministry feel 
free to visit with Dr. Andrea Pobanz in the organ loft after the 
5 p.m. Vigil and/or 11:30 a.m. Mass, or Rudy Davenport 
after the 8:45 a.m. and/or 5:30 p.m. Mass by the piano.  

Watch the bulletin and website as we'll be posting more infor-
mation about how you can serve as a lector, EM, or Greeter at 
Help Needed. "... from tiny acorns mighty oaks grow!"  

A Prayer to St. Joseph, Defender of Life 



Faith Formation (Children & Youth) 

It was great seeing some of you at book pick up last week! If you 
were unable to pick up materials, please email Rachel Vaughn. 
Do you still need to register? Do you know someone who needs 

to register?  

Adult Faith Formation & RCIA 

Interested in becoming Catholic or completing your Sacraments? 

All Adults are invited to join us weekly when RCIA begins! We 
hear from many priests and parishioners, past and present! Our 
first topic will be The Blessed Trinity. Fr. Rich does an outstand-
ing job asking us to look at the Trinity from a different angle. 
While the time and date are pending, it will be held the week of 
Sept. 26 via Zoom. Join us in welcoming our inquirers to  
St. Austin's! 
We appreciate your interest in a Bible/Book discussion. Watch 
for more this week. Please contact Rachel Vaughn about Faith 
Formation and RCIA at RVaughn@StAustin.org. 

St. Vincent de Paul Society needs your prayers. 

Thankfully, most of our neighbors’ needs are easy to understand, 
and, thanks to your generous financial support, we can address 
them with funds. But we also always pray with our neighbors, and 
they are so grateful that someone has listened to them and not 
“blown them off”.  
Once in awhile, we encounter a situation that needs more than 
what our skill sets are capable of providing. When a neighbor is 
dealing with mental health issues, it is often difficult to know 
what to do…When we can see that a certain behavior is only lead-
ing to further problems, it is hard to say “No” to a neighbor. And 
when they resist getting help for themselves, it becomes  
frustrating. 
So, our plea this week is for your prayers… for our troubled 
neighbors AND for our Vincentians who try very hard to be 
Christ-like messengers. Thanks so much. St. Vincent’s feast day 
is September 27. 

Invitations to Engagement -  
EIM Certification is the Starting Point! 

Throughout this bulletin and on our website are invitations to en-
gage. In order to protect the vulnerable, and to raise awareness 
that it's hoped prevents abuse, EIM certification is required. That 
process requires volunteers to submit an EIM Application for 
Ministry (one-time only) and attend an in-person EIM Workshop 
within 60 days, and update/ renew compliance at least once every 
three years. Now is the perfect time to renew your training as an 
online option is available until January 2 for existing applicants. 
How do you know if you're current with your certification? How 
can you initiate the process? Visit our EIM page for details and to 
contact the EIM coordinators for our parish and school. Take the 
first step, please! 

Together in a Prayer to Spirit & Love 

Our pastor observes in his column that together, this community's 
accomplished something remarkable - something bold and daring. 
We cannot thank you enough for all that Fr. Chuck enumerates - 
you did all that! We thank YOU! As we build for the future, let's 
look to the Spirit and Love together as Fr. Hecker did in his Diary 
entry of April 7, 1844, when he wrote, "Spirit enlightens, Love 
enlivens." As we set out on our pilgrimage of development, let 
that be our communal prayer ~  

Spirit, enlighten us! 
Love, enliven us! 

Knightly News 

Needs-based education grants of $1000 each are available to stu-
dents in the Austin diocese. Qualifications and the application are 
at our Council webpage. Application deadline is March 1, 2022. 

Join the Knights of Columbus for Free! Eligible men can join on-

line for free by entering the promotion code MCGIVNEY2020. 
Contact Paul Lewis (plewis5340@sbcglobal.net) for more infor-
mation on educational grants and membership. 

St. Austin Catholic School (SACS) for more than 100 years, our 
parish school has been "Shaping the Future" by providing faith-

based education. Our SACS students are Christ-centered, academ-
ically strong, and leaders of integrity and compassion. Consider 

supporting our school’s tuition assistance fund, that during the 
pandemic provided families with $130,000 in educational grants. 

Giving is easy - visiting app.hellofund.com/ ShapingTheFuture. 

18 Months of Outreach in a Flash! 

In the 18 months since we launched our remote Outreach program 
at the start of the pandemic, the Outreach volunteer team has 
made approximately 2,100 phone calls on Thursdays, with 1,800 
of them resulting in neighbors being helped the day we called! Of 
the roughly 300 people who weren't helped the Thursday we 
called them, the majority had paid off their current utility bill and 
we helped them with their bill the next month. 

Special thanks to John Sweitzer for the countless hours he has 
spent automating our guest database, generating statistics, and 
otherwise helping reduce the administrative load of Outreach! 

On the Origin of Prayer Blankets 

Our website's Prayer Blanket page describes how a parishioner, 
inspired by the gift of a prayer blanket when she was recovering 
from surgery and treatment, invited others to join her in creating a 
ministry of creative service and prayer. A photo of Miriam and 
her son are posted to the website this week. We hope you'll take a 
moment to pray for Miriam and her family, for all on our Prayer 
Blanket & Healing lists, as well as for our community of crea-
tives, the members of our Prayer Blanket team. If you’re interest-
ed in either sending or receiving a prayer blanket or helping, 
please contact Nancy Hrin at tnejs@aol.com or 512-837-3658. 
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