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Letter From The Pastor
My Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
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The language of Lent is tied to the idea of a journey. It is a
movement from one point in time to another, from one
aspect of life to another and the experience of growth and
change along the way. Beginning with Ash Wednesday and
our annual call to repent, we start at the beginning of
salvation history with Adam and Eve in the garden. The
images we have are God’s generosity, the tree of life, the
serpent, and decisions. The story of Jesus’ testing in the
desert is a model for all of us who struggle with the choice
between good and evil and ultimately that which gives life
and that which deals death.
We move on to the story of Abraham who really begins to live at age seventy-five.
Everything up to this time was preparation. It reminds us that it is never too late to
begin something earth-shattering! Jesus goes up to the mountain and in the presence
of his friends it is revealed who he is and prefigures who he will be after the
resurrection. Moses and Elijah are with Jesus and all three are seen as hope for their
people: liberator of slaves, giver of the law, prophet, words of God in mouths of
human beings. Both have mysterious deaths. No one knows when Moses died or
where he was buried. Elijah disappeared into the sky on a chariot of fire. In the
transfiguration all history comes together in the one person of Jesus.
By the third week of Lent Paul wants us to remember our history and apply it. We all
have read and listened to the same words of Scripture and shared the same Eucharist
in community. Is God pleased with most of us? The history of God’s people is an
example for us, a warning. We are not to take for granted what has been given. Do
we belong to God? Do we move forward, faces toward the kingdom of God, toward
the true worship of God? Are we standing upright? Or are we about to fall? Or
have we fallen already? What about our wicked desires, our grumbling? The third
week of Lent is an invitation to an examination of conscience. The fourth Sunday of
Lent is a day of rejoicing. God does not hold our transgression against us! “Taste
and see the goodness of the Lord!” Paul reminds us that “if anyone is in Christ, they
are a new creation.”
Continued on next page
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St. Luke gives us the familiar story of the loving father who welcomes home the son
who rejected him. The parable is clear. The relationship of the sons to the father is
the vertical dimension of the cross, and the relationship of the brothers to each other
is the horizontal dimension. A gap in either one reveals us as the murmuring
hypocrites or those who take God’s mercy for granted and are without gratitude. The
prophet Isaiah reminds us that God will always guide us and give us relief in desert
places if we do away with the yoke, the clenched fist and the wicked word, and give
our bread to the hungry.

By the fifth week of Lent Jesus reminds his friends and us what they and we have
forgotten: we are all sinners, all worthy of death and punishment. It is God alone who
condemns, the God of the living and the dead. Jesus knows that soon he will be
condemned to death, handed over to the Romans for execution according to the law.
He tasks those who have condemned a woman caught in adultery. One by one the accusers drift away. The
curious have disappeared. Jesus writes in the ground. He straightens up and speaking to her says, “Where did
your accusers go? Is there no one left to condemn you?” Mercifully Jesus send her on her way with the command
to sin no more.
Palm Sunday is a day of contrasts. A triumphant entry into Jerusalem with cries of
“Hosanna to the Son of David.” Quickly things change and we begin the journey
of Jesus’ final days. This is the gateway to Holy Week. The holiest of our days
marks the journey of Jesus from the upper room in Jerusalem where he gives his
friends and us the key to everlasting communion with him. We stand behind the
crowds, witness his arrest, his trial, his torture and his final suffering passion as the
Lamb of God. Jesus offers paradise to a repentant thief and the care of his mother
to the beloved disciple. Dying he destroyed our death.

The prophet Isaiah reminds us
that God will always g!ide us
and give us relief in deser"
places if we do away with the
yoke and the clenched fist, the
wicked word, and give our
bread to the hung$%.

The Lenten journey is a great crescendo leading from Jesus’ forty days to our own until we are able to join in the
finale of Resurrection. Join us on our parish journey this Lent walking with God along the way of Jesus with the
praises of God on our lips and the mercy of God in our hearts.
Yours in Christ,

Parish Penance Service
Thursday, April 4

7p.m.
visiting priests will assist
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Prayer Fasting Almsgiving
Prayer, fasting, and almsgiving are the traditional disciplines that mark the observance of Lent. They lead us
back to the intensity of faith that flows from the grace of our baptism. Our parish offerings and activities
highlighted in this newsletter give us many opportunities for prayer, fasting and almsgiving.
PRAYER—Prayer is the glue which unites us to the loving heart of Christ, according to Fr. Larry. He says,
“Setting aside a specific time each day for just a few minutes of God-time can make a big difference in how we live
our day.” Some suggestions: time in front of the Blessed Sacrament, Daily Mass, nightly Examination of
Conscience, daily Readings with the aid of a publication like The Word Among Us or Give Us This Day.
FASTING— On Ash Wednesday, March 6, Lent begins for adult Catholics (18 to 59 years) with a “fast” (very
small meals with no food in between. Older children may want to join in the adult fast. Catholics 14 years and
older also abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday and every Friday of Lent until Easter. Many people give up
something for Lent as a type of fasting. “What we sacrifice should represent for us in a small way a daily dying to
sin,” says Fr. Larry. “For others it may mean a challenge to how we worship. Do I offer a real sacrifice of praise?
Do I listen attentively to the Word? Do I praise God with song?” It may mean stepping out of our comfort zone
for 40 days.
ALMSGIVING—Our call to almsgiving gives us an opportunity to share our blessings with various
organizations and groups dedicated to alleviating need. “Prayer and fasting are good, but better than either is
almsgiving accompanied by righteousness ... It is better to give alms than to store up gold; for almsgiving saves one
from death and expiates every sin. Those who regularly give alms shall enjoy a full life" -Tob 12:8-9.

Soup and the Spirit; A Lenten Journey
With the 23rd Psalm

12 p.m. Soup Lunch
Each Thursday During Lent
In the Family Center
Join us each Thursday this Lent following the 11:30 Mass for a delicious lunch of home-made soup lovingly
prepared by our own parishioners and experience the Twenty Third psalm as a journey of the human soul. Fr.
Larry will be offering a reflection each week as he shares the treasures mined from the depths of this psalm from
twenty centuries ago applying them to our daily life and discipleship.
The Twenty-Third Psalm is arguably the most popular of all religious texts. It is the most requested Scripture for
funerals and has been referred to as a masterpiece of Biblical Judaism. That it is so popular in Christianity is
attributed to the image of Jesus portrayed as the Good Shepherd. The most memorized of all Scripture, this psalm
is a gold mine of comfort, hope and peace. The images of pastures, still waters, dark valleys and needs both
understood and met have given it universal appeal, and the use of the personal pronoun “my” propels this psalm
from the page directly to the heart of the reader.
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Try a Prayer App for Lent
Lent is the perfect time to try a new prayer booklet or app to aid you in your daily
prayer. Magnificat and the Word Among Us contain daily scripture and meditations. Magnificat is also available as an app. Pray As You Go is for people who are
short on dedicated prayer time. Reimagining the Examen encourages prayer and
reflection, and Laudate app contains the daily readings and Liturgy of the Hours.

Fish Fry Fridays
Beginning at 5:30 PM in the Family Center
Adults $10, Children $5 Eat in or Get it To Go
The Knights of Columbus will again provide fish fry dinners for the six Fridays

of Lent. Tell your friends and neighbors to join you at St. Theresa Church for a
fabulous meal of catfish from Quality Seafood Market, french fries, baked potatoes, hush puppies, coleslaw, and drinks. Desserts will be provided by other
parish ministries at St. Theresa. Following each evening of good food, fun, and
fellowship is the Stations of the Cross assisted by members of the ministries at
St. Theresa’s. Contact Mike McGiffin at mikemcgmail-knights@yahoo.com.

Stations of the Cross
Each Friday in Lent, reflect on the Passion through the Stations of the Cross.

2 PM—Stations of the Cross
7 PM—Stations of the Cross, Exposition and
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.

Holy Week Schedule
April 14 - Palm Sunday

Regular Mass Schedule (11:15 a.m. begin in courtyard)

April 18 – Holy Thursday

7 p.m. Mass of the Lord’s Supper

April 19– Good Friday

April 20– Easter Vigil

12 Noon Good Friday Service of the Passion and
Veneration of the Cross
2:30 p.m. Outdoor Stations of the Cross
3 p.m. Indoor Stations of the Cross
8 p.m. (no 5 p.m. mass on this day)

April 21 – Easter Sunday

7:30, 9 and 11:30 a.m. Masses (no 5 p.m. Mass)
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Parish Outreach: CRS Rice Bowl
Join St. Theresa and more than 14,000 Catholic communities across
the United States during Lent by participating in the Catholic
Relief Services (CRS) Rice Bowl program.
Encounter, pray for and give help to our brothers and sisters in
Christ most in need around the world and at home. Follow along
each day at crsricebowl.org, with the app, or pick up a cardboard
Rice Bowl. Of each dollar collected in CRS Rice Bowls, 25 cents
stays in the Diocese for serving our community. We ask the Holy
Spirit to accompany us and inspire us as we spend these 40 days
in prayer, fasting, and almsgiving supporting our brothers and
sisters worldwide.

Our Parish Lenten Mission
Reserve your space online at
laltocatholic.com/Austin,

$15 Adults, 18 & under free

Foundations of Faith Series
Learn more about the fascinating truth of
heretics in this study of alternative
Christian thought in the early church,
medieval times and in our modern day.

7 PM Mondays
During Lent
In the Family Center
(No class April 1st)
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Austin’s Only Sacred Music Camp
REGISTER NOW!
June 3-7
Grades 2-12

sttaustin.org/sacred-music-camp

Sacred Music Camp Develops Skills and Love of Sacred Music
You know those camps where kids love it so much they come back year after year, and then when they are
young adults, they come back as a counselor? That’s a sure sign of a camp that connects to the soul.
That description fits St. Theresa Sacred Music Camp, now in its 27th year when it meets June 3-7th at St.
Theresa Church. “The young people come back year after year because they have a great time singing,
playing instruments, and preparing for a Sunday concert, all the while developing vocal and instrumental
music skills through sacred music,” said Dr. Dan Girardot, D.Min, founder and director of the camp.
“MUSIC ALIVE! Sacred Music Camp, features an impressive group of instructors who focus on teaching
music skills,” Dr. Girardot explained. “A child who comes to camp and discovers his potential for music
and gains confidence in his abilities, is more likely to develop an affinity for the music of our Catholic
liturgies. We are training the parish music leaders of tomorrow and it’s exciting.”
The camp is held from 1 – 5:30 p.m. June 3-7th, culminating in a special afternoon concert June 9th. Separate
tracks will be offered for different age groups including tracks for strings, organ, guitar, and voice for
Middle School and High School youth. Register online at sttaustin.org/sacred-music-camp.

Sacred Music Series
St. Theresa Sacred Music Series Presents LENT CONCERT MARCH 14, 7:30 PM
Bring beauty and inspiration to your Lenten Season on Thursday night at St. Theresa.
The St. Edward's Masterworks Singers, University Chorale and Madrigal Chamber
Singers, accompanied by the St. Edward's Orchestra will present Lux Aeterna by Lauridson and works by Stroope, Wilburg and more. A free will offering for scholarships
will be collected. Bring your family and friends for a wonderful experience!
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Vacation Bible School
Registration Open for VBS, June 10-14, 9 a.m. –Noon

VBS is open to rising PK-5th graders. At VBS, kids participate in
memorable Bible-learning activities, sing catchy songs, play teamwork-building games, experience one-of-a-kind Bible adventures, and
make Sciency-Fun Gizmos. Plus, kids will learn to look for evidence
of God all around them through something called God Sightings.
Children at VBS will help Catholic Relief Services with their global
and local work. Adult, high school and middle school volunteers are
needed for a variety of fun jobs. To register or learn more visit
sttaustin.org/news/vacation-bible-school

Teen Lent Series
6:15-7:30 p.m. Sundays During Lent
Dinner provided (no meeting March 17)
Looking to do something this Lent that has depth without complexity and pressure? Journey towards Easter with other teens
with Lent: One Day at a Time for Catholic Teens by Katie Prejean
McGrady & Tommy McGrady. This simple format offers realistic
and engaging spiritual guidance for Lent that includes topics
such as relationships, being your best, competition, control, fear,
and forgiveness.
Being in a group is a great way to hold yourself accountable this
Lent and to have some fun doing it!

Deacon Ordination

St. Theresa parishioner, Keith Carter, will serve as Deacon Keith Carter at the 7:30 and 9 a.m. Masses on
Sunday, March 31st at St. Theresa. He is being ordained to the diaconate, Saturday, March 30th at 10:30
a.m. at St. William Catholic Church in Round Rock. Parishioner Hector Ortiz and school staff member
Peter Barger are also being ordained on March 30. The Diocese has not yet made assignments for the 28
men to be ordained. Please remember them in your prayers.
If you wish to attend the Diaconate Ordination, the
diocese recommends people arrive early because the
seating in the church is first come first serve and is
expected to fill up quickly with relatives and friends.
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Ladies Club
The Ladies' Club marked the end of 2018 with a celebration brunch. Father Hai joined in as the women sang
carols, played games and were entertained by Oliver Steck of Aunt Ruby's Sweet Jazz Babies band. The
January meeting consisted of a fun game morning playing Dubbs Bridge which was greatly enjoyed by
card players and novices alike. On February 8, John Fassnacht, Director of Mission Integration, gave a
fascinating talk about the mission and work of Ascension Texas, part of the nation's largest non-profit health
system and the world's most extensive Catholic health system. On March 1, Coni Huntsman Stogner
discussed the work of the SAFE Alliance. The Ladies' Club usually meets on the first Friday of the month and
all women of the parish are warmly invited to join or drop in.

Children’s Catechesis

Catechesis students make valentines and decorate gift bags for residents of
Brookdale Senior Care Living. The valentines were delivered by St. Theresa choir
members who sang to the senior adults on Valentine’s Day.

Second graders and their parents made a retreat
together in preparation for the children’s First
Communion. They learned about scripture, parts of
the Mass, and sacred vessels, vestments and other
objects used in the Mass. Please pray for the
children who will be receiving their First
Communion this Spring.
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St. Theresa Catholic School Grandparent’s Day
Celebrating our Greatest Treasure

St. Theresa’s Catholic School continued the tradition of honoring Grandparents at the end of Catholic Schools
Week. This year’s “You Are My Treasure” themed day began with Mass and later refreshments were served
and entertainment was provided by little “pirates” at a pirate talent show with dozens of pirate jokes and
pirate speak demonstrations. Guests were invited to tour the campus and visit the classrooms of their
grandchildren.

St. Theresa students visited Casa
Marianella, Foundation Communities, and Community First to prepare food and play with children
as part of their service day during
Catholic Schools Week.

St. Theresa Middle School took Third Place overall among middle schools in the regional Junior
Classical League, Latin Tournament competition
February.

Starting
Fall 2019
st-theresa.org

Spaces Still Available
Spaces Still Available for the 2019-2020 School Year at STCS
If you would like more information about your parish school or to set an appointment
for a campus tour, please call Admissions Director Rachel Eckert at (512) 451-1025 or
email her at reckert@st-theresa.org.
St. Theresa’s School is an award-winning Catholic school in northwest Austin serving
over 370 pre-kindergarten through eighth grade students. Established in 1986 and
accredited through the Texas Catholic Conference Education Department, it is dedicated to educating its
students in a Catholic, community-oriented, and academically excellent environment.

Saint Theresa Catholic Church

4311 Small Drive
Austin, Texas 78731
Phone: 512-451-5121
Fax: 512-453-6824
www.sttaustin.org

Ways to Honor a Loved One
Many parishioners have lost a spouse or a parent who spent years at this parish, and they want to honor their
memory here as well as ask for prayers for their soul. There are several ways to remember a loved one at St.
Theresa, whether or not your loved one was a member of our parish.
Scheduling a Mass Intention – Anyone may request a Mass intention for anyone who is living or deceased.
The Mass intention will be communicated to the priest celebrating the Mass so that the priest will remember
that person when praying the Eucharistic Prayer. Also, the Mass intention will be
listed in the bulletin. Mass intentions can be scheduled by calling the parish office or
coming in person to the office. An offering may be made, generally in the amount of
$5 per Mass. Parishioner Richard Ratliff requests Mass intentions for his wife Debra
who passed away in June 2018. “I have masses said for her to help her on her way to
heaven if she is in purgatory.” Pat Streetman says she likes to remember her
husband, “It makes me feel good to honor him with a Mass said for his intention,
especially on his birthday, wedding anniversary or his date of death,” she said.
Flowers on the Altar – Sometimes this is scheduled near an important date, perhaps
when the person was born or when they passed. An offering is made to help offset the cost of the flowers and
the intention is listed in the parish bulletin. Parishioner Louri O’Leary arranged for flowers on the altar this
year in honor of her parents. “Flowers in the church are a sign of my love and gratitude to my parents for my
faith.” she says.
Lighting a Candle in the Chapel – Many go to the St. Theresa Chapel and light a
candle for a special intention.
A Memorial Gift to the Parish – A Memorial Gift in the name of a loved one can be
an enduring legacy which celebrates their memory and an investment in the living
who will carry on the parish mission. Contact the parish business office if you wish to make a memorial gift.

New Grotto and Stations of the Cross

Thanks to generous donors who wish to remain
anonymous, the parish now has a new grotto for
Mary and a new set of Stations of the Cross in the
church. The six-foot premium white marble statue of Mary arrived March 7th and was lowered
into the grotto which can now be completed this
month.
The new stations of the cross were hung in the
church March 5th. The previous stations will be
hung as an installation in Elmer Hall.

