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Ahhh, spring in Texas, it’s like nowhere else in the country! Flowers 
are ablaze and the wild grasses they nest in are unbelievably green. 
Enjoy it before all gives way to the heat of summer. It’s also time to 
get busy! We are planting the veggie beds here at the center. These 
gardens not only supply our salad bar but also provide enough to 
send home with our seniors on occasion. We also have new little fruit 
trees that should start bearing for the first time this year.  

Thanks to the wonderful family of our own Annie Schulz—Glenda 
Weyand, Gary Weyand, Jason Weyand, and Nicole Cook—our senior 
float will be decorated and ready for community parades. If we had a 
“Family of the Year,” this benevolent family would certainly win the 
honor with their continual giving back and paying forward. Our dear 
Annie, your greatest achievement is certainly your children and 
grands . . . be proud! 

In an effort to stretch our funds for lunches, senior activities and 
services, we have a very limited staff. The Senior Center, Forever 
Young Resale Shop and Rose Gift Shop all have volunteer staff. 
Volunteers also teach our classes, man our lobby desks, give tours 
and work in our dining room. We could not operate without an army 
of volunteers. We are always in need of additional volunteer workers, 
especially in the warmer months when our volunteers travel, or 
welcome their own traveling friends and family. We have always had 
volunteers of all ages, from grade school to our seniors themselves. If 
you have a few hours a week to give to the seniors of your community, 
please come by and talk to us about a volunteer position. We would 
love to have you join our team! 

Summer Learning Camp, our tutoring program for grades 1-4, runs 
from June 1st through July 10. Classes taught by retired teachers will 
be held Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 9:30AM till 
12:15PM. Student campers will have lunch at 11:30 and must be 
picked up by 12:15. To register your child, please call 979 836-6552, 
or pick up a registration form at the Margaret E. Blizzard Senior 
Center at 1301 E. Tom Green. Space is limited to 12 children. To hold 
a place for your child, please 
call as early as possible. The 
Summer Learning Camp is free, 
and is our way of saying “thank 
you” to our 
community! 

THE NEWS FROM TOY’S DESK 
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Send your memorial, honor, or “just 
because” donation to PO Box 401, 
Brenham TX 77834  

Contribute an item on 
THE WISH LIST 
Art materials & craft supplies, card 
tables, bingo prizes, dining room   
tables & chairs, new parking areas. 

Volunteer  
Help us in the resale shop. Call the 
office about that and other ways to 
volunteer at the Activity Center. 

Support your senior center! 

CHAMPION FOR SENIORS 
Become a  Toy 

 CENTER HOLIDAYS 
  GOOD FRIDAY . . . Friday, April 10 
  EASTER . . . Monday, April 13  
  MEMORIAL DAY. . . Monday, May 25 

The Senior Center and Forever Young Resale Shop are closed 
until further notice due to the risk of the coronavirus. Please 
see page 3 for more information. 
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The Senior Center closed on March 19 due to 
the COVID 19 Coronavirus. It will remain closed 
until further notice. 

During this period, we will have volunteers and 
staff answering the phones and taking “orders” 
for necessities (bread, eggs, butter, toilet paper, 
frozen meals, and a few other items).  

This service is for Center members who need 
help while staying at home. We want to reach 
our most vulnerable members, so please don’t 
request this service unless it is necessary.  

This is the process:  

Orders will be for a one-week supply, and will be 
refilled each week. No need to call each week 
unless you have a change to your order or want 
to cancel the service. If there is a change, call 
Thursday thru Monday and leave a message. 

CHANGES AT THE CENTER DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS 
1. On a Monday between 10:00 AM and 4:00 PM, call 

any of these numbers to give us your order:   
979-836-6552, 979-203-6372, or 979-203-8947. 

2. Or, Thursdays through Sundays, call us anytime 
and leave a message with your name, phone 
number and your order, or any change to your 
order. We will call you the following Monday if 
we have questions. 

3. Tuesday mornings between 10:00 AM and noon, 
pick-up your order at the Center. Do not roll 
down your window or exit your vehicle. Hold 
your Senior Center membership card up to your 
window so we can see it. We will place the order 
in your back seat.  

NOTE:  NO ORDERS WILL GO OUT WITHOUT 
YOUR MEMBERSHIP CARD. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Focused Care
at Brenham

It Takes a Minute
to Change a Life

Nursing
Rehabilitation Therapy

1303 Hwy 290 East
Brenham, TX

979.830.7100

THE FLOWER
MARKET

1712 S Day Street, Brenham, TX

(979) 836-2252
www.theflowermarketbrenham.com

BankBoB.com

Bank with BoB!
501 S. Austin St.
979-836-3332

Todd Loepfe to place an ad today!
tloepfe@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2509
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Everyone’s darling at our Forever Young       
Resale Shop is Edwina Hampton. This impish, 
little, sweetheart of a lady has been giving to 
others everywhere life has taken her.  

Edwina left school in the fourth grade to help 
her mother take care of her eight brothers 
and sisters. She spent her youth here in Bren-
ham where many of her family still live. 

After their marriage, Edwina and husband, 
Steve, settled in the Houston Heights area. 
Steve became a railroad man and Edwina 
started a twenty-five year career with Mary-
land Club Coffee. Their children, Virginia and 
Larry, arrived during those early years.   

Steve and Edwina grew a large vegetable    
garden every year, and handed out produce  
to friends and neighbors. If her children mis-
behaved, Edwina put them to work in the    
garden. Edwina also established large flower 
beds, again sharing plants and cuttings with 
friends and neighbors. She instilled this love 
and pride in growing things in her children. 
Along with the gardening, her full time job, 
and raising two children, Edwina also found 
time to hunt and fish. 

In the early seventies Edwina moved to Lufkin 
with her second husband. She worked full 
time at a dry cleaners, and at this home,    
added fruit trees to her gardens. As always, 
she shared the produce—and her jams and 
jellies—with lucky friends and neighbors. 

In 2010, Edwina was left a widow to handle her 
large home and acreage. After several years it 
became too much for Edwina, so Virginia 
Boeker moved her mother to Brenham to live 
with her and her husband, Ricky. In Brenham, 
Edwina missed her busy life in Lufkin, and   
became ill. When she recovered, Virginia, who 
manages the Forever Young Resale Shop, 
started taking Edwina to work with her each 
morning.   

Edwina was in her element!  She had helped 
folks all her life, and now she had many folks 
to help again, she quickly became the highlight 

of our resale shop. If you go into the shop, you 
will receive an opened arm hug and welcome 
from our little darling. The shop, which raises 
money for our homebound seniors’ lunch pro-
gram, has blossomed under Edwina’s care. She 
does all the cleaning, and nothing goes out for 
sale without the attention of Edwina’s tooth-
brush, Windex, and Old English polish.  

At home with her daughter and large extended 
family, Edwina has started her own garden 
again!  True to her selflessness and giving to  
others, Edwina brings her vegetables to custom-
ers and volunteers at the shop.  

If you haven’t discovered it yet, visit the Forever 
Young Shop at 702 East Commerce Street, and 
spend some delightful time with Edwina. She will 
show you around and help you find just what 
you never knew you needed!  

               ~ Toy Kurtz   

EDWINA HAMPTON:  STAR OF THE RESALE SHOP 
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The Margaret E. Blizzard Senior Activity Center is 
a charitable association that operates on a non-
profit basis providing a variety of services to sen-
ior citizens in the Washington County area. Like 
most non-profit charitable organizations, our 
senior center operates at a substantial loss and 
would not be able to sustain the important ser-
vices that we offer without outside donations 
from our supporters. 

During the last 5 months ending on February 29, 
our senior center would have had an operating 
loss of over $55,000. Thankfully, through gener-
ous donations by local citizens, we were able to 
cover this deficit and continue to provide meals, 
exercise and wellness programs, hobby classes, 
cards, dominoes, and other recreational activities 
for our members. 

Recent donations included significant bequests 
to the Margaret E. Blizzard Senior Center from 

REMEMBERING THE SENIOR CENTER IN YOUR WILL 
the estates of Ray Fincher and Ethel Gurrech, 
for which we are very thankful. These long time 
supporters of the senior center remembered 
us in their wills. This is an important source of 
donations for most non-profit organizations.  

We ask only if you believe in the programs of 
the senior center, that you will consider us as a 
beneficiary in your will. Members of the Board 
of Directors would be happy to consult on a 
confidential basis with interested individuals 
who might want to consider a bequest to the 
senior center in their will. 

With continued generous financial assistance 
from our strong supporters, we will be able to 
continue to serve older residents of this area 
for many years to come. 

        ~ George Dillingham 
           WCHLA Board Member 
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(979) 830-0602

www.tripletrefrigeration.com

marshall@tripletrefrigeration.com
TACLA13518C

2628 HWY 36 S #335
BRENHAM, TX

marshall conarroe
PRESIDENT

AMA Home
Care, Inc.
Locally owned
& operated in
Brenham since 1995

PROVIDING YOU WITH HEALTH CARE AT HOME.
Skilled Nursing Care • Physical Therapy 
Occupational Therapy • Speech Therapy 

Masters Social Worker • Home Health Aide

979-830-8383 • www.amahomecare.net

2707 South Market St.
Brenham, TX 77833 

979.836.6131 
cpa@ssccpa.com

SFS Benefits LLC

Janna Alsobrook 
Senior Insurance Broker 
Medicare Plans - Final Expense

713-392-3831 in Brenham 
Janna.Alsobrook@gmail.com

Contracted, Certified, Appointed, & Authorized to Offer: 
Aetna, BCBSTX, Cigna, Humana, Medico, Mutual of Omaha, 
BaylorScott&White, Silverscript, United Health/AARP and more!
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Clara was born in Sealy, Texas, in 
the late 1920s, a few decades after 
her grandparents emigrated from 
the Poland/Czech area of Eastern 
Europe. Clara grew up on her fami-
ly’s farm near Ellinger, where corn 
and cotton ruled the day. Her fa-
ther and 4 brothers worked the 
fields, while she and her mother 
minded the house, doing the 
chores of cooking, canning, clean-
ing and ironing. There was no elec-
tricity or indoor plumbing at first, 
and although they were “poor,” 
she says they never knew it! Even 
during the Depression and WWII, 
they had plenty to eat. They 
worked hard, and life was good. 

Clara was one of 8 students in a 
small, one-room schoolhouse. Af-
ter 9th grade, she stopped attend-
ing, but later obtained a GED. In 
1947, she married Frank Wleczyk. 
His work in construction took 
them to several locations. They 
lived and raised 4 daughters in the 
small town of Genoa, which at the 
time was on the outskirts of Hou-
ston. Clara attended a cosmetolo-
gy school there and obtained her 
hair stylist license. Her strong work 
ethic and entrepreneurial spirit led 
her to open a business of her own. 

In the early 1980’s, Clara and Frank 
bought 21 acres in New Ulm and 
moved back to the country, where 
they operated a campground. 
Many interesting people from 
across the US passed through 
their lives during the 15 years they 
lived there. Once again, she 
opened her own hair salon and 
became an integral part of the 
community. They both retired in 
1997 and moved to Brenham to be 
near their daughter, Debbie, and 
her family. 

In 2002, after 55 years of marriage, 
Frank passed away. Clara is thank-
ful they settled in Brenham before 
his death, and she continues to 
live independently in their home, 

with the same grateful and posi-
tive outlook that has steered her 
throughout her life. Clara firmly 
believes that staying active and 
involved in the community helped 
her adapt. She enjoys cooking, tak-
ing care of her home. An early 
member of the Senior Center, she 
still attends Lete’s exercise classes 
and often has lunch at the Center. 

Clara’s family has grown to include 
11 grandchildren and 7 great-
grandchildren. The newest addi-
tion is an adorable cat, Goldie, 
adopted last month after Clara 
saw her picture here in The Bren-
ham Blast. 

Family, faith and community have 
always been the focus of Clara’s 
life, and she quietly pursues all 
with integrity. At 91 years young, 
her youthful spirit prevails and in-
spires all who know her. 
                      ~ Debbie Mackey 

Debbie Mackey 
is a volunteer 
in the Senior 
Center’s Rose 

Gift Shop. She 
also owns and 

operates her 
own business, 

Cat Spring   
Candles. 

CLARA WLECZYK 
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2300 Stringer St. • 979-836-3611

BRENHAM MEMORIAL CHAPEL
A Tradition of Dedicated Service Since 1956

PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
FUNERALS • CREMATIONS

$5 SENIOR MEAL
2pc dark, roll, side & 20oz drink 

Or 
3 tenders, gravy, roll, side & 20oz drink 

(not valid on specials)
Seniors always receive 10% discount

Now Offering Baked Chicken

(979) 836-1804 
2749 Hwy 36 S. 

Brenham, TX 77833 
Estimated 2.66 miles away
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We encourage your family, friends, or neighbors 
come pick up your groceries for you if you cannot.  
Be sure to send your membership card with them.  

If no one is available to pick up your order, we will 
deliver to you on Wednesdays, 10:00 AM till noon. 

We know it may take a while to work the kinks out 
of this system, so be patient, please. We will get 
through this; remember, this is TEMPORARY. The 
important thing right now is for seniors to stay in 
their homes and limit their contact with others.  

ALSO . . .  

¨ Wash your hands, thoroughly and often 

¨ Call your doctor if you have a dry cough, fever, 
and trouble breathing or tightness in your 
chest. Don’t go in to your doctor’s office while 
you are sick unless instructed to do so. 

THE CORONAVIRUS  (Continued from page 3) 

The coronavirus situation is changing, sometimes 
daily, and official recommendations will change, too. 
Make sure your sources of information are reliable. 
(Be skeptical of what you read on FaceBook!) The 
CDC and WHO both have websites with up to date 
information. 

Hopefully, if we all work together, we can keep our 
precious community of family and friends safe from 
COVID-19. 

“ Patience is not the ability to 
wait but the ability to keep a 
good attitude while waiting.”                

~ Joyce Meyer 
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A Full Service Audiology Clinic

Tara Johnston, Au.D.
Doctor of Audiology, Owner

•On-site Service of all
Major Hearing Aid Brands

•Hearing Aid Consultations
•Hearing & Balance

Evaluations

866-714-7495
2552 Ryan Street, Brenham, TX 77833

www.signaturehearingandbalancepllc.com

ACCEPTS Medicare,
Medicaid

AND MOST
insurance plans

Celebrating 30 years as the
leader in hospice care.

Visit our new website!
hospicebrazosvalley.org

302 E. Blue Bell Rd., Brenham x 979.277.9525
Kacy Kuespert, RN & Brittanni Beard, RN
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AT THE SENIOR CENTER 
WEEKDAYS, 9:00-4:00, except holidays: Activities, classes and lunch.  
Calendars and menus are available at the front desk and online at 
SeniorCenterBrenham.com 

·   60 and up (Center members):  FREE  
·   Under 60:  $10.00 each  
·   Children 12 and under:  $2.50 each 
·   Center volunteers (any age):  FREE 
· First responders and active military:  

FREE  

LUNCH . . . Weekdays 11:30-12:30, except holidays  
CURRENTLY NOT BEING SERVED AT THE CENTER 

Donations gratefully 
accepted. Suggested 
donation $4.00 

Printed menus can be 
picked up at the front 
desk and are online at 
SeniorCenterBrenham.
org Please make reservations a day 

in advance. Call (979) 836-6552  

The Senior Center is closed until further notice, due to the 
coronavirus risk. Please see page 3 for more information. 
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ASSISTED LIVING • RESPITE CARE • MEMORY CARE

PLEASE SCHEDULE A VISIT TO 
SEE OUR NEW FACILITY

WHEN HOME IS NO LONGER AN OPTION

1121 PRAIRIE LEA ST, BRENHAM, TX 77833
Locally Owned & Operated

Reserve Your Room Today! (979) 353-2090
PLEASE SEE OUR WEBSITE: WWW.SILVERSAGEASSISTEDLIVING.COM

sHome Environment  sAssisted Living for 16 Residents  sMemory Care for 16 Residents  sPrivate Bedroom & Bathroom
s24-Hour Care Giving/Nurse on Staff sQualified Caregivers with Background Checks sWireless Emergency Call System

sMedication Reminders sIndividual Care Plans sMonthly Health Assessment sNutritious Meals & Snacks
sHousekeeping & Laundry sDressing & Hygiene Assistance sRecreational & Social Activities sHair Salon

sCommon Areas for Socialization sBasic Cable for TV sScheduled Transportation sReal Time Monitoring of Care 


