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Baptismal Preparation:  
To make arrangements to attend baptismal preparation class 
please call the Parish Office.  
 

Sacramental Preparation:  
To sign up for First Reconciliation, First Eucharist or Confirmation 
classes, please contact the Parish Office. These classes require 2 
years of preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Individual confessions on Thursday after 10 AM Mass or by ap-
pointment. 
 

Marriage Preparation:  
Pease contact the office 6 months prior to anticipated wedding 
date before making other arrangements.  
 

Care of the Sick and Anointing 
Communal anointing of the sick is scheduled on the First Thursday 
of the month at the 10:00 AM Mass. Individual anointing by the 
pastor or home visits by Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Commun-
ion can be arranged through the Parish Office.  In case of an 
emergency concerning death or dying please call (360) 876-
2762 Ext #1. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
Initiation into the Catholic faith is a gradual process that takes 
place within the community of the faithful. To learn more about this 
spiritual journey contact the Parish Office.  
 

Bulletin Submissions All bulletin submissions should be given to 
the Parish Office in writing/email no later than Monday at noon 2 
weeks before you want the article to be run. 
 

New Parishioners/Registration Are you new to the parish? If so, 
Welcome! Registration forms can be found in the back of the 
Church. Completed forms can be mailed or dropped off at the Par-
ish Office or placed in the collection basket.  
 

Moving? If you recently moved or are planning on moving, please 
don’t forget to update your address and contact information here at 
the parish. 

Our Sister Parish  

St. Gabriel  
Port Orchard, WA 

www.stgabepop.org 

  

Prince of Peace Mission Statement 

 

Diverse as we are, imbued by the Gospel Spirit and 
centered at the Eucharist, we are a welcoming and 
caring community, providing for spiritual and human 

social development  both at home and beyond. 

Mass Schedule                                   
Thursday (Jueves) at 10:00 AM 
Saturday (Sabado) at 4:30 PM 
Sunday (Domingo) at 9:30 AM & 1:00 PM (Spanish) 

Pastor 
Fr. Phuong V. Hoang 
 

Senior Priest 
Fr. Ronald H. Belisle 
 

Deacon 
John Ricciardi: deaconjohn@stgabePOP.org 
 

Staff: 
Pastoral Associate for Administration      
Kurt Lawrence: kurt@stgabePOP.org  

   

Assistant Pastoral Associate for Administration and 
Financial/Contribution Questions 
Sarah McLellan: sarah@stgabePOP.org  
 

Receptionists:  parishoffice@stgabePOP.org  
Kathryn “Kate” Piatt (AM)  
Catherine “Katie” Knoelke (PM)  

   

Pastoral Assistant for Faith Formation 
Maria Murphree: maria@stgabePOP.org 
 

Faith Formation Coordinator 
Position Open 
 

Hispanic Ministries Coordinator 
Mateo Santiago: mateo@stgabePOP.org 
 

Director of Music 
Maureen Jacobs: maureen@stgabePOP.org 
 

Pianist 
Peggy Maurer  
 

Custodians 
Bruce Cliber: Bruce@stgabePOP.org 
Domingo Fernando Nolasco 
 

Volunteer Coordinators: 
Finance Council: Tony Peredo 
Pastoral Council: Kurt Lawrence 
Liturgy Committee: Lynn Zumwalt & Andrea Newcomer 
Ushers: Don Roe & John Skelton 
 

Office Hours:   
Monday  9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
Tuesday  Closed 
Wednesday 12:00 PM - 5:00 PM 
Thursday 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
Friday  9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
 

Prince of Peace Phone:  (360) 275-8760 Fax:  (360) 275-0742 
St. Gabriel Phone:           (360) 876-2762 Fax:  (360) 228-7008 
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Dear Parishioners: 
 

---The fourth-week in Ordinary Time this year is February 2nd and traditionally, the Church celebrate the feast of 
the Presentation of the Lord. This feast is known as the feast of Encounter in the Eastern Church where it be-
gan. In 1997, Pope John Paul II instituted a world day of prayer for consecrated life attached to this feast. Of 
course, in the United States and Canada, when one hears February 2nd, what comes to mind is Groundhog Day, 
the day when a prediction is made about how many more weeks of winter are left depending on whether the ground-
hog sees his shadow or not. 
  

But unlike the uncertainty of the weather, the feast of the Presentation of the Lord has a sense of certainty asso-
ciated with it. In this feast, we celebrate the certainty of the fulfillment of God’s promise to Israel that is fulfilled in Jesus but that is extend-
ed to the entire world. And, we celebrate the continuation of God’s love in our own world, of God continually reaching out towards us and 
inviting us into a relationship or encounter.  
 

As we reflected on the reading from Luke, we will be struck by two aspects. The first involved Mary and Joseph bringing Jesus to the tem-
ple. In a way, they make Jesus present. The second aspect is of Simeon and Anna recognizing Jesus as the promised one.   
 

As disciples of Jesus, each one of us is called to embrace both these aspects. To be the presence of Jesus in the world around us and to 
be able to recognize Jesus as revealed or made present by others.  
 

---Please keep our Bishops from Region XII (U.S. West Coast and includes our Archdiocese of Seattle) will begin an ad limina 
(periodically visit with the Pope and the tomb of St. Peter) this coming week in Rome. Of particular interest will be a Mass on Monday 
morning (February 3rd) in the crypt of St. Peter’s Basilica, followed by a two and a half-hour meeting with Pope Francis. And then, the fol-
lowing week, the regional bishops will have their annual retreat together in Siena. 
 

---We continue to celebrate “Catholic School Week”, for those who have had Catholic Education, we are truly grateful. So, please en-
courage and pray for the success of the continuing Catholic Education in our time. 
 

---As people who love “Football”, across the nation or even the whole world, there’s an opportunity to enjoy the best that the game of 
Football can deliver from this Sunday, February 2nd - Super Bowl LIV matchup between the two teams: The Kansas City Chiefs and the 
San Francisco 49ers, May the best team win…. 
 

Have a wonderful week in the Joy of the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
 

Christ’s Peace, 
Fr. Phuong Hoang 

Sunday, February 2nd is the last day to RSVP for Deacon Eric 
Page’s “Great Conversations” 
presentation on February 6th at 6 
PM at St. Gabriel. This workshop 
includes a simple supper and is for 
parents and grandparents to help 
them with ways to talk with their 
children about the faith.  Please 
rsvp to maria@stgabepop.org by the end of the day February 2nd. 
Childcare is available by request.  

Masses Intentions 
 

If you would like to have a mass said for the special intention of a 
loved one (living or deceased), please stop by the office. The sug-
gested donation is $10, but no fee is required. We also have cards 
available, if you would like to let someone know of the mass inten-
tion. 

10 -Day Trip to Oberammergau (Passion Play) & Europe-
an Capitals 

 

Have you ever thought about attending the Passion Play 
(which happens once every 10 years) and visit some European 
Capitals, but need some one to provide the plan? Well, here you 
go! 
 

All are invited to join Deacon Mikhail Alnajjar on this wonderful 
pilgrimage, September 9-18, 2020. The journey will include the 
"Passion Play" in Oberammergau, Germany and visits to the Abby 
of Ettal; Innsbruck, Austria; Regensburg, Prague; St. Peter's Ca-
thedral; the 1,000 year-old Prague Castle; St. Vitus Cathedral; 
Dresden & Leipzig, Germany; Church of Our Lady (that was de-
stroyed by allied bombs during WWII and reconstructed after the 
reunification of Germany); St. Thomas Church (where Martin Lu-
ther preached); the Berlin wall; Brandenburg Gate; Pergamum 
Museum; crossing point from East to West during the cold war era, 
& the Ishtar Gate from Babylon.  
 

For more information and a brochure, send your MAILING AD-
DRESS to Deacon Alnajjar at: dmikhail925@gmail.com. 
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Remember in Your Prayers 
 

Pope Francis’ February intention: Listen to the 
Migrants' Cries.  We pray that the cries of our mi-
grant brothers and sisters, victims of criminal traffick-
ing, may be heard and considered.  
 

General Prayers - Please pray for: Parishioners awaiting test 
results, those residing at Retsil, medical facilities & at retirement 
centers, the home-bound, imprisoned, unemployed, and for our 
military loved ones in service around the world.  Pray also for the 
sick and deceased mentioned in our Book of  Intentions, and for 
those we hold in the silence of our hearts. 

 

Prayers for the Sick: In your kindness and charity towards others, 
please pray for Richard Helriegel, Ann Leyh, and the sick of our 
parish.   

Prayers for the Deceased: For all those who have died, especi-
ally: Sr. Deanna Carr, Laurence “Larry” Gifford, Jose Luis Tomas 
Juan, Francisca Tercero-Zacarias, Vicente Miguel Tercero, and 
Larry Zumwalt.  May God grant them the joy of eternal life and 
peace for their families.   

 

Please notify the parish office at parishoffice@stgabePOP.org to 
have names added on our prayer lists. Names will remain on the 
list during the month they are submitted.  

Week Ahead 

Weekly Schedule 
 

Sunday, February 2 -  Knights of Columbus Food for Family Drive  
9:30 AM Mass  
10:30 AM Knights of Columbus Coffee and Donuts 
11:45 AM First Communion Classes (English & Spanish) 
1:00 PM Mass in Spanish 
 

Monday, February 3 
No Events Scheduled 
 

Tuesday, February 4 
No Events Scheduled 
 

Wednesday, February 5 
1:30 PM Mass (Retsil Veterans Home) 
4:30 PM Choir Practice 
 

Thursday, February 6 
10:00 AM Mass  
11:00 Anointing, Adoration & Benediction 
12:00 AM Faith Sharing  
 

Friday, February 7 

7:00 PM Youth Group (Hispanic) 
 

Saturday, February 8 - Knights of Columbus Food for Family Drive  
10:00 AM Rosary Makers Meeting 
4:30 PM Mass  
 

Sunday, February 9 -  Knights of Columbus Food for Family Drive  
9:30 AM Mass  
10:30 AM Knights of Columbus Coffee and Donuts 
11:45 AM First Communion Classes (English & Spanish) 
1:00 PM Mass in Spanish 

   Readings for the week  
     beginning February 2nd 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, February 2 
Mal 3: 1-4; Ps 24: 7, 8, 9, 10; Heb 2: 14-18; Lk 2: 22-40 
 

Monday, February 3 
2 Sm 15: 13-14, 30, 16: 5-13; Ps 3: 2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Mk 5: 1-10 
 

Tuesday, February 4 
2 Sm 18: 9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30 - 19: 3; Ps 86: 1-2, 3-4, 5-6;  
Mk 5: 21-43 
 

Wednesday, February 5 

2 Sm 24: 2, 9-17; Ps 32: 1-2, 5, 6, 7; Mk 6: 1-6 
 

Thursday, February 6  
1 Kgs 2: 1-4, 10-12; (Ps) 1 Chr 29: 10, 11ab, 11d-12a, 12bcd;  
Mk 6: 7-13 
 

Friday, February 7 
Sir 47: 2-11; Ps 18: 31, 47, 50, 51; Mk 6: 14-29 
 

Saturday, February 8 
1 Kgs 3: 4-13; Ps 119: 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14; Mk 6: 30-34 
 

Sunday, February 9 
Is 58: 7-10; Ps 112: 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 1 Cor 2: 1-5; Mt 5: 13-16 

Questions of the Week - Reflect and Respond to Scripture 
(Invitar a Parroquianos a Reflexionar Y Responder) 

 

First Reading / Primera Lectura 

Four hundred years before the birth of Christ, the prophet Malachi 
spoke of “the messenger of the covenant” who would be sent to 
refine and purify the Jewish community. How would you assess 
the current state of your own faith community in terms of its refine-
ment and purity?  
Cuatrocientos años antes del nacimiento de Cristo, el profeta Ma-
laquías habló del “mensajero de la Alianza” que sería enviado 
para refinar y purificar la comunidad judía. ¿Cómo evaluarías el 
estado actual de tu propia comunidad de fe en términos de su 
refinamiento y pureza? 
Second Reading / Segunda Lectura 

The author of Hebrews writes that Jesus was like us “in every 
way,” even being tested, suffering, and dying. In what ways are 
you most tested in your life? 
El autor de la carta a los hebreos escribe que Jesús era como noso-
tros “en todos los sentidos”, incluso siendo probado, sufriendo y 
muriendo. ¿De qué manera eres más probado en tu vida? 

Gospel Reading / Segunda Lectura 
Mary and Joseph receive further revelations about the infant Jesus 
during the Jewish presentation rite in the Jerusalem Temple. How 
do you imagine they supported each other with these revelations 
about Jesus?  
María y José reciben más revelaciones sobre el niño Jesús durante 
el rito de la presentación judía en el Templo de Jerusalén. ¿Cómo 
te imaginas que se apoyaron mutuamente con estas revelaciones 
sobre Jesús?   

©LPi 
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Stewardship 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
 

THANK YOU to the 51 families that have returned their pledge 
cards through January 27th.  
 

Each pledge is only an estimate of what you plan to give next year. 
We understand that circumstances change: loss of employment, 
moving, medical expenses, etc. and these pledges are non-
binding. If difficulty arises please reach out to us here at the 
Church so that we can support you and pray for you.  
 

If you have any questions about the Stewardship of Treasure 
Campaign please email me at sarah@stgabepop.org or (360) 275-
8760. 

Stewardship Quote 
 

When Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the Temple, they of-
fered a sacrificial gift “in accord with the dictate in the law of the 
Lord.” An offering of a specific size or kind is not “dictated” when 
we bring our gifts to the altar at Mass. Is my gift reflective of the 
many blessings I have received? 

See Luke 2: 24 

Electronic Giving Reminder 
 

Do you make your contributions electronically? Did you increase 
your stewardship pledge for 2020? If you answered yes to both of 
these questions please remember to update your online giving 
account.  
 

If you have any questions, please contact Sarah McLellan in the 
Parish Office for more information. 

Thank you for your faithful Stewardship to 
Prince of Peace Parish & your generous heart. 

Stewardship of Treasure 
Through January 27, 2020 

 

Stewardship:  $     6,306* 
Loose Cash: $     3,267 
Total Year To Date Offerings: $166,028 
YTD Budget: $153,119 
Over Budget: $  12,909 
 

Holy Days: $           0 
Year to Date: $    5,787 
 

Building Fund: $         25 
Year to Date: $    6,102 
 

Good Samaritan: $       370 
Year to Date: $    3,550 
* includes collection from weekend of January 18-19. 

Year End Tax Statements 
 

Year end donation statements were mailed out the week of Janu-
ary 13th showing 2019 donations to the Parish. If you have any 
questions regarding your statement or did not receive one, please 
contact me at sarah@stgabepop.org or (360) 275-8760. 

Faith Formation 

Join us for our Winter Course “Follow Me:  Meeting Jesus in the Gospel of John.”   
 

Following Christ takes more than simply believing in him or doing what he asks of us. Jesus wants you to be more than 
just a believer - he wants you to be his disciple and friend. Follow Me: Meeting Jesus in the Gospel  of John is a guide to 
a personal encounter with Christ. Follow Me invites you to experience the joy of a renewed friendship with Christ.  

Prince of Peace, Tuesdays, 10:00 AM on February 4, 11, 25, March 3, 10, 17 
             St. Gabriel, Thursdays, 10 AM and 6:30 PM on February 13, 20, March 5, 12, 19, 26 
 

No cost to audit course.  

Contact Maria Murphree Late registra-
tions and walk-ins are always welcome. 

Faith Enrichment/Catechist Certification Class 
 

Session 3 of our Faith Enrichment/Catechist Certification class 
series will be held Monday, February 10th at 6 PM at St. Gabriel. 
The theme this month is “Living the Moral Life.” Even if you did not 
attend previous sessions, you are welcome to sit in on this session 
as an auditor. At this session, we will also schedule a date for re-
presenting Session 1, since we had to cancel the make-up due to 
snow.  

Confirmation Retreat Help Needed 
 

March 14th Prince of Peace hosts Deacon Romeo Jimenez, who 
will be leading a one-day retreat for our Confirmation Candi-
dates. Would you be willing to donate a food item in support of our 
candidates? Items needed include: salad (any sort), fruit tray, veg-
gie tray, chips assortment packs, hot pot of soup or stew, home-
made cookies or brownies, box of soda or flavored sparkling water. 
Contact maria@stgabepop.org, (360) 876-2762 x111 to offer help.  
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Sister Happenings at St. Gabriel 

Advertiser of the Week 
Please patronize the businesses advertised on the back page of 
this bulletin. Tell them you saw their ad here. Advertiser of the 
week is:   

Bremerton-Kitsap Airporter 

Care and Share Pantry 
 

St. Gabriel’s food pantry is in need of the following items:  Pasta 
Sauce, Noodles, Pasta-Roni, Rice-a-Roni, Hamburger Helper, 
Beef Stew, Spam, Snack Packs, Mustard, Mayo and Ketchup.  
Thank you for your continued support! 

Tax Help Tuesdays! 
 

On Tuesdays, starting February 4th 
through April 14th from 9:30 AM to 
3:00 PM, volunteers from AARP will 
be in the Education Wing to provide 
assistance in completing annual tax forms. Necessary items to 
bring include proof of identity, Social Security card, W-2s and other 
annual tax reporting forms you receive.  This service is offered on a 
first come, first serve basis and no reservations are allowed.  Vol-
unteers cannot help with complex tax issues. 

News and Information 

Considering Separation or Divorce? 
 

Wait!  There is an alternative.  Retrouvaille has brought healing to 
tens of thousands of troubled marriages worldwide.  Your situation 
may seem hopeless, but there is always hope, and you are not 
alone in your struggle.  For confidential information about 
Retrouvaille, or to register for our upcoming program on February 
21-23, 2020, call (206) 706-2608 or go to: 
www.helpourmarriage.org. Catholic.org 

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner 
 

The Prince of Peace Knights of Columbus will be hosting their An-
nual St. Patrick’s Day Dinner on Saturday, March 21st.  Social Hour 
starts at 5:30 (right after 4:30 Mass). Live music provided by the 
Celtic Spoons. Tickets are $15 per person. 

Rediscover the Saints 
 

Did you enjoy reading “Rediscover the Saints”?  You are welcome 
to join a discussion of the book at St. Gabriel at 12 PM on Febru-
ary 5th. Bring your lunch and we’ll share which stories and ques-
tions had most meaning for us. 

Happenings at Prince of Peace 

PREPARES Boutique 
 

The PREPARES Boutique is in need of girls clothing sizes 0-3 
months, 12 months, boys/girls socks 12 months-5 years, tooth-
brushes, toothpaste, and boys/girls mittens. Thank you for your 
generous support of this ministry! 
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News and Information . . . Cont. 

 

Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, 
this child is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, 
and to be a sign that will be contradicted—and you yourself 
a sword will pierce—so that the thoughts of many hearts 
may be revealed.”   

Lk 2: 34-35 

Candlemas and the Presentation in the Temple 
Happy Feast of Candlemas! 

By Sandra McDevitt 
 

If Candlemas be fair and bright; Winter has another flight. 
If Candlemas brings clouds and rain; Winter will not come again. 

 

Background 
If this sentiment seems familiar to you it is because it is very close to what is said about its secular counterpart, Groundhog Day, also cele-
brated Feb 2nd. The Catholics of long ago had it down pat before our secular times. The Catholic Feast of Candlemas has an ancient and 
interesting history. This feast commemorates the Blessed Mother’s obedience to the Jewish law of presenting herself for purification 40 
days after the birth of a male child.  And we also see St. Joseph offering the redemption of the firstborn male according to the law of Mo-
ses.  Mary and Joseph are in the Temple (Luke 2: 22-38) at the same time as the old priest, Simeon, and the prophetess, Anna.  Simeon 
had understood he would not die until he had seen the Messiah.  Upon seeing Our Lord in Mary’s arms, Simeon recites the canticle that 
has become known as the Nunc Dimittis.  “Now Thou dismiss Thy servant, O Lord…because my eyes have seen Thy salvation… a light 
of revelation to the Gentiles…”  A light of revelation to the Gentiles.  The Mass for that day speaks of light.  It is on this day that candles 
used in the home are blessed - hence, Candlemas.  The blessing of candles represents Christ whose birth illumined a world shrouded in 
darkness.  St. Anselm in the 11th century spoke of the blessed candle, the wax, the wick and the flame this way:  The wax is for Our Lord’s 
flesh; the wick in the flesh is for his soul; and the flame is for his divinity.  The Church’s blessing of the candles includes the bees, the wax 
and the faithful.  “This liquid comes from the labor of bees (symbol of purity) to the perfection of wax, and then goes on to bless the faith-
ful.  “That Thou would vouchsafe to bless and sanctify for the use of men, and health of body and soul, whether upon the earth or in the 
water.”  It is interesting to note that the following day, the Feast of St. Blaise, that these candles are used in the blessing of throats. 
History 
The first recorded history of this feast comes from a visitor to Spain in 380 to the Holy Land.  She records a procession with candles on 
that day.  She stated it had been an ongoing tradition for many years.  Pope Sergius (701) prescribed a procession with candles.  Interest-
ingly, it was a penitential rite, with the priest in purple robes invoking God’s mercy.  The tradition of blessing candles for the home began 
at the end of that century and continues to this day. 
Old Traditions 
In ancient times tenant farmers paid their rents on Candlemas.  Farmhands and maids moved in with their new masters the day after Can-
dlemas.  The Poles have a beautiful legend which states that Mary, the Mother of God of the Blessed Thunder Candle, watches on win-
tery nights for prowling wolves roaming the villages.  With her Thunder Candle, Mary wards off the hungry wolves.  In many areas winter 
greens left over from Christmas were burned on Candlemas and their ashes spread on field or garden for a healthy spring harvest.  In 
Scotland children brought candles to light the schoolroom on this day.  They also brought money for the teacher to purchase treats for the 
students.  The child bringing the most money was King or Queen for six weeks.  The King or Queen decided which after-oon in the week 
would be free time.  Wouldn’t our children love to bring back that tradition!  (No word on what happened when it didn’t end before Lent.) 
Family Activities 
In France, it is customary to make crepes or pancakes, called candleurs, on Candlemas.  (If you put in the word candleurs in the French to 
English dictionary it comes up in English as Candlemas!)  The golden crepe or pancake represents the light of Christ.  The Canadian Aca-
dians also celebrate Candlemas with pancakes.  Throwing a pancake into the air and catching it six times before it lands on the floor signi-
fies a wedding within the year.  Filling with coins and catching it, you will prosper in the coming year.  In addition to crepe or pancake mak-
ing (maybe without the messy air toss), candles could be decorated to bring to Mass to be blessed.  Dye the candles or add Christian 
symbols such as the cross, a fish, a dove, the Chi Rho, the Alpha and the Omega and put on the candles.  A good teaching moment.  I 
always look for those with my family.  See what other symbols can be thought of.  For a family celebration use the candles blessed at 
Mass for the dinner table.  Have one of the children, or a guest, read the Nunc Dimittis of Simeon (Luke 2: 22-40).  Teach the Candlemas 
ditty, If Candlemas be fair and bright…  Serve up the crepes or pancakes with as many syrups and fillings as you like.  During dinner dis-

cuss how we can bring the light of Christ into the world.  Notice how the days 
are getting longer.  To conclude your festivities hand out song sheets with the 
words to, ‘The Light of Christ’ and the,’ Hail Holy Queen.’  Say a decade of the 
Rosary followed with singing the hymns.  Happy Feast of Candlemas! 

 https://www.ncregister.com/blog/guest-blogger/candlemas-and-the-presentation-in-the-temple 
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