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Baptismal Preparation:  
To make arrangements to attend baptismal preparation class 
please call the Parish Office.  
 

Sacramental Preparation:  
To sign up for First Reconciliation, First Eucharist or Confirmation 
classes, please contact the Parish Office. These classes require 2 
years of preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Individual confessions on Thursday after 10 AM Mass or by ap-
pointment. 
 

Marriage Preparation:  
Pease contact the office 6 months prior to anticipated wedding 
date before making other arrangements.  
 

Care of the Sick and Anointing 
Communal anointing of the sick is scheduled on the First Thursday 
of the month at the 10:00 AM Mass. Individual anointing by the 
pastor or home visits by Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Commun-
ion can be arranged through the Parish Office.  In case of an 
emergency concerning death or dying please call (360) 876-
2762 Ext #1. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
Initiation into the Catholic faith is a gradual process that takes 
place within the community of the faithful. To learn more about this 
spiritual journey contact the Parish Office.  
 

Bulletin Submissions All bulletin submissions should be given to 
the Parish Office in writing/email no later than Thursday at noon 2 
weeks before you want the article to be run. 
 

New Parishioners/Registration Are you new to the parish? If so, 
Welcome! Registration forms can be found in the back of the 
Church. Completed forms can be mailed or dropped off at the Par-
ish Office or placed in the collection basket.  
 

Moving? If you recently moved or are planning on moving, please 
don’t forget to update your address and contact information here at 
the parish. 

Our Sister Parish  

St. Gabriel  
Port Orchard, WA 

www.stgabepop.org 

  

Prince of Peace Mission Statement 

 

Diverse as we are, imbued by the Gospel Spirit and 
centered at the Eucharist, we are a welcoming and 
caring community, providing for spiritual and human 

social development  both at home and beyond. 

Mass Schedule                                   
Thursday (Jueves) at 10:00 AM (limit 20 people) 
Saturday (Sabado) at 4:30 PM in English (limit 50 people)  
   starting 9/12 
Sunday (Domingo) at   9:30 AM in English (limit 50 people) 

Pastor 
Fr. Phuong V. Hoang 
 

Senior Priest 
Fr. Ronald H. Belisle 
 

Deacon 
John Ricciardi: deaconjohn@stgabePOP.org 
 

Staff: 
Pastoral Associate for Administration      
Kurt Lawrence: kurt@stgabePOP.org  

   

Assistant Pastoral Associate for Administration and 
Financial/Contribution Questions 
Sarah McLellan: sarah@stgabePOP.org  
 

Receptionists:  parishoffice@stgabePOP.org  
Kathryn “Kate” Piatt (AM) 
Catherine “Katie” Knoelke (PM)  

   

Pastoral Assistant for Faith Formation 
Maria Murphree: maria@stgabePOP.org 
 

Faith Formation Coordinator 
Position Open 
 

Hispanic Ministries Coordinator 
Mateo Santiago: mateo@stgabePOP.org 
 

Director of Music 
Maureen Jacobs: maureen@stgabePOP.org 
 

Pianist 
Peggy Maurer  
 

Custodians 
Bruce Cliber: Bruce@stgabePOP.org 
Domingo Fernando Nolasco 
 

Volunteer Coordinators: 
Finance Council: Tony Peredo 
Pastoral Council: Kurt Lawrence 
Liturgy Committee: Lynn Zumwalt & Andrea Newcomer 
Ushers: Don Roe & John Skelton 
 

Starting July 6th 
Reduced Office Hours:   
Monday-Friday  12:00 PM - 5:00 PM 
 

Contact Information: 
Prince of Peace Phone:  (360) 275-8760 Fax:  (360) 275-0742 
St. Gabriel Phone:           (360) 876-2762 Fax:  (360) 228-7008 
 

Online Mass Reservations:  
https://calendly.com/stgabriel-princeofpeace  
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Dear Parishioners: 
…Happy Labor Day Weekend 2020… 

 

---This is a “unique day” to reflect and appreciate the “fruits of labor” from all different areas of the workforce 
contributing to our everyday life.  What an amazing realization of how we are connected together as a soci-
ety and as a global community. “With a blessing to have a job” and a day of rest on this Labor Day, we give 
thanks to our God. Let’s also be mindful of those who have lost their jobs and those who are struggling to 
find a job in this difficult time. May we reach out with our own blessing, in order to help others in need and 
pray that those who are seeking jobs may be able to find one soon. 
 

Traditionally, Labor Day weekend is also a transitions time from a “Summer schedule” to a “full school 
schedule” and in addition to many of our parish programs to start up as well. It’s very different for this year 
because of the Coronavirus. Regular schooling for most students of all levels are online; so, it’s with our 

parish Religious Education as well. Our Director of Religious Education and Youth Ministry, Maria Murphree, is asking for input from fami-
lies with children in religious education ages, so that, she can finalize what programs might fit best this year and be most meaningful for 
continued education for our young people in the parish.  Please, take notice in the weekly bulletin for detail information as we value your 
inputs in this important matter. 
 

---Two weeks ago, at Caesarea Philippi, we learned that Peter is the foundation on which the Lord builds the Church. Peter is entrusted 
with the keys of the Kingdom of heaven to open or close it to people as he sees fit.  Peter will be able to bind or to loose, in the sense of 
establishing or prohibiting whatever he deems necessary for the life of the Church. Today’s Gospel passage from Matthew 18: 15-20 
compels us to consider the essential elements in the process of forgiveness among members of the Church community. 
 

Forgiveness never means to overlook what someone has done to us. The emotions we feel when someone has wronged us are genu-
ine, real, upsetting, and they must to be honestly and painfully acknowledged and dealt with. They can provide a way of healing with the 
hurt and of moving toward healing and forgiveness. Harboring feelings of resentment, unforgiveness, anger, hate, and rage can prevent 
the healing process from ever beginning. To forgive is not to say that what others did to us was okay. To genuinely forgive means that I 
refuse to allow the hurt to prevent me from growing and moving forward. If I refuse to move forward, wallowing in my own hurt and anger, 
I become paralyzed by the evil that has taken place.  
 

The frequently used expression “forgive and forget” is not a scriptural or particularly Christian saying. Jesus offers us another way in 
which we can forgive even while remembering a past hurt. When I forgive in the name of Jesus Christ, and with his strength and pres-
ence, I can actually help others who have been deeply hurt and begin the healing process. Just as there is nothing that one human being 
cannot do to another, there is nothing that one human being cannot forgive another, with the help and grace of Jesus. 
 

---Congratulations for the First Holy Communion Children at Prince of Peace this past week:  Saturday, August 29th - Isabel Segun-
do. Sunday, August 30th - Juan Miguel Francisco Gervacio.  With this Sacrament, we know that the Lord Jesus is always with you. 
 

---Congratulations for the Newly Confirmed from Prince of Peace this past week:  Sunday, August 30th - Manuela Francisco 
Gervacio and Andrea Delcarmen Francisco Gervacio. Congratulations, with the Sacrament of Confirmation, you are fully initiated in the 
Catholic Faith. 
 

---Congratulation for the Newly Baptized:  Saturday, August 29th - Baby Diana Segundo, Alonzo Wilfredo Gaspar Miguel, and Evelyn 
Clarissa Vicente Vicente. Congratulations, with this Sacrament, Diana, Alonzo and Evelyn, became children of God and begin a journey 
of Faith. 
 

---If you ever been asked to share or explain your faith and hesitate of how to start ???  Call the parish office to find out how to 
join with “other inquirers” to learn, share and refresh the gift of our Catholic faith. 
 

Christ’s Peace, 
Fr. Phuong Hoang 

Dear God, we pray for Peace across our country, and 

a solidarity in friendship hope and love.  Bring comfort 

to all who weep because of acts of hatred and terror 

and lift our eyes to a new dawn that leads to recon-

ciliation, unity and love of one another. Amen. 



Page 4 September 6, 2020 - 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time / 23º Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario 

Remember in Your Prayers 

 

Pope Francis’ September intention: Respect for the Planet’s 
Resources. We pray that the planet's resources will not be 
plundered, but shared in a just and respectful manner. 
 

General Prayers: Parishioners awaiting test results, those residing 
at Retsil, medical facilities & at retirement centers, the home-
bound, imprisoned, unemployed, and for our military loved ones in 
service around the world. Prayers for the Sick: In your kindness 
and charity towards others, please pray for David Burr, Joyce 
Carter, Dick Conroy, Carlos Craft, Jennifer Gaze, Bob Giesert, 
Elaine Guidi, John Hoggatt, Cindy Hubacher, Kovach Family, 
Emmanuel Mariano, Howard Riggelman, Eleanor Robinson, 
Jeanne Schlosstein, Ken Steinman, Wayne Sunman, Harry & 
Dottie Tachell, Bob Taylor, Robert White, and the sick of our 
parish. 
 

Prayers for the Deceased: For all those who have died, espe-
cially Elnora B. Amaranto (8/25), Abel Fortune(8/2020), Jack 
Hardy (8/19), Nina Joice (8/25), Jack Mariano, Barbara Miller, and 
Waltar Radicioni. May God grant them the joy of eternal life and 
peace for their families.   

 

Please notify the parish office at parishoffice@stgabePOP.org to 
have names added on our prayer lists. Names will remain on the 
list during the month they are submitted.  

Recuerda en tus oraciones  
 

Intención del Papa Francisco en Septiembre: Respeto de los 

recursos del planeta. Recemos para que los recursos del planeta 
no sean saqueados, sino que se compartan de manera justa y 
respetuosa. 
 

Oraciones generales: oren por: los feligreses que esperan los 
resultados de las pruebas, los que residen en Retsil, las 
instalaciones médicas y los centros de jubilación, los que están en 
el hogar, los encarcelados, los desempleados y por nuestros seres 
queridos militares en servicio en todo el mundo. Oraciones por 
los enfermos: En su amabilidad y caridad hacia los demás, oren 
por David Burr, Joyce Carter, Dick Conroy, Carlos Craft, Jennifer 
Gaze, Bob Giesert, Elaine Guidi, John Hoggatt, Cindy Hubacher, 
Kovach Family, Emmanuel Mariano, Howard Riggelman, Eleanor 
Robinson, Jeanne Schlosstein, Ken Steinman, Wayne Sunman, 
Harry & Dottie Tachell, Bob Taylor, Robert White, y los enfermos 
de nuestra parroquia.  
 

Oraciones por los fallecidos: por todos los que han muerto, 
especialmente Elnora B. Amaranto (8/25), Abel Fortune(8/2020), 
Jack Hardy (8/19), Nina Joice (8/25), Jack Mariano, Barbara Miller, 
y Waltar Radicioni. Que Dios les conceda la alegría de la vida 
eterna y la paz para sus familias. Que Dios les conceda la alegría 
de la vida eterna y la paz para sus familias.  
 

Por favor notifique a la oficina parroquial en parishoffice@stgabePOP.org 
para que se agreguen nombres en nuestras listas de oración. 

Readings for the week of September 6th 
 

Sunday, September 6 
Ez 33: 7-9; Ps 95: 1-2, 6-7, 8-9; Rom 13: 8-10; Mt 18: 15-20 
 

Monday, September 7 
1 Cor 5: 1-8; Ps 5: 5-6, 7, 12; Lk 6: 6-11 
 

Tuesday, September 8 
Mi 5: 1-4a; Ps 13: 6ab, 6c; Mt 1: 1-16, 18-23 
 

Wednesday, September 9 
1 Cor 7: 25-31; Ps 45: 11-12, 14-15, 16-17; Lk 6: 20-26 
 

Thursday, September 10 
1 Cor 8: 1b-7, 11-13; Ps 139: 1b-3, 13-14ab, 23-24; Lk 6: 27-38 
 

Friday, September 11 
1 Cor 9: 16-19, 22b-27; Ps 84: 3, 4, 5-6, 12; Lk 6: 39-42 
 

Saturday, September 12 
1 Cor 10: 14-22; Ps 116: 12-13, 17-18; Lk 6: 43-49 
 

Sunday, September 13 
Sir 27: 30 - 28: 7; Ps 103: 1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12; Rom 14: 7-9;  
Mt 18: 21-35 

Las lecturas de la semana del 6 de Septiembre 
 

Domingo, 6 del Septiembre  
Ez 33, 7-9; Sal 95, 1-2. 6-7. 8-9; Rom 13, 8-10; Mt 18, 15-20  
 

Lunes, 7 del Septiembre 
1 Cor 5, 1-8; Sal 5, 5-6. 7. 12; Lc 6, 6-11 
 

Martes, 8 del Septiembre  
Mi 5, 1-4; Sal 13, 6; Mt 1, 1-16. 18-23 
 

Miércoles, 9 del Septiembre  
1 Cor 7, 25-31; Sal 45, 11-12. 14-15. 16-17; Lc 6, 20-26 
 

Jueves, 10 del Septiembre  
1 Cor 8, 1-7. 11-13; Sal 139, 1-3. 13-14. 23-24; Lc 6, 27-38 
 

Viernes, 11 del Septiembre  
1 Cor 9, 16-19. 22-27; Sal 84, 3. 4. 5-6. 12; Lc 6, 39-42 
 

Sábado, 12 del Septiembre  
1 Cor 10, 14-22; Sal 116, 12-13. 17-18; Lc 6, 43-49 
 

Domingo, 13 del Septiembre  
Eclo 27, 30 - 28, 7; Sal 103, 1-2. 3-4. 9-10. 11-12; Rom 14, 7-9;  
Mt 18, 21-35 
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Prince of Peace Stewardship 
Stewardship of Treasure / Mayordomía del Tesoro 

Through August 31, 2020 
 

 Stewardship: $    2,530 
 Loose Cash: $         45 
 Total Year To Date Offerings: $  27,845 
 YTD Budget: $  30,247 
 Under Budget: $    2,402 
 

 Holy Days: $           0 
 Year to Date: $         80 
 

 Building Fund: $           0 
 Year to Date: $       575 
 

 Good Samaritan: $         50 
 Year to Date: $       887 
 

 Utility Fund: $           0 
 Year to Date: $           0 
 

 Scholarship: $           0 
 Year to Date: $         90 

Thank you for your faithful Stewardship to 
Prince of Peace Parish & your generous heart. 

You can give online for all stewardship, holy days and special  
collections: https://popbelfair.weshareonline.org/  

Schedule for Week Ahead 

Weekly Bible Reflections 
 

“You, son of man, i have appointed watchman for the house of 
Israel…” (Ezekiel 33: 7) 
 

Many of us are generous with our gifts., many of us are not gener-
ous in proportion to the gifts we have been given.often do we give 
at the minimum level required?, the Lord calls us to nurture and 
develop our gifts.calls us to be generous with all the gifts He has 
given us, especially the one that means the most to us. 
https://www.archstl.org/about-stewardship/bulletin-inserts/weekly-bible-reflections 

Sunday, September 6 
9:30 AM Mass at Prince of Peace 
11:00 AM Mass at St. Gabriel 
 

Monday,  September 7 
Offices Closed - Labor Day 
 

Tuesday, September 8 
11:00 AM Mass at St. Gabriel 
 

Wednesday, September 9 
11:00 AM Mass at St. Gabriel 
 

Thursday,  September 10 
10:00 AM Mass at Prince of Peace 

 

Friday, September 11 
11:00 AM Mass at St. Gabriel 
 

Saturday, September 12 
4:30 PM Live Stream Mass at St. Gabriel 
4:30 PM Mass at Prince of Peace 
6:00 PM Confession at St. Gabriel 
6:30 PM Mass at St. Gabriel 
 

Sunday, September 13 
9:30 AM Mass at Prince of Peace 
11:00 AM Mass at St. Gabriel 

Call to Serve as Christ Capital Campaign 
 

Our parish will be taking part in the Called to Serve as Christ cam-
paign in the coming month. 
 

Campaign priorities include: 
• Strengthening our priest retire-

ment and medical plans. 
• Supporting our women reli-

gious. 
• Assisting our parishes. 

Our parish goal is $ 241,088 over a 
three-year pledge period. This amount 
was calculated by multiplying 1.25 times an average taken of three 
years of offertory at the beginning of the campaign. With our gen-
erous parishioners, this is VERY attainable. 
 

With this goal it is important to remember: 
• On every dollar we raise and is paid to the archdiocese, 

our parish will receive 15 cents back for our needs. 
• On every dollar we raise and pay to the archdiocese over 

goal, our parish will receive 85 cents back. 
We understand that COVID-19 continues to affect the normal 
course of liturgical, social, operational, and financial life in our par-
ish. But the needs of the Church remain, as does the responsibility 
to meet them. We have financial and pastoral obligation to care for 
those men and women who have faithfully served our people and 
parishes. With that in mind, Archbishop Etienne has remained 
committed that the campaign efforts continue as we cannot fulfill 
that obligation unless we boldly seek support from our entire faith 
community in Western Washington.  
 

We understand that some may not be in a position to give at the 
level they normally would and others not at all, but the Archbishop 
feels it is important to give everyone the same opportunity to hear 
the message of the campaign and prayerfully consider their level 
of participation.  
 

For more information on the campaign you can visit the Campaign 
website: https://www.calledtoserveaschrist.org/.  



Page 6 September 6, 2020 - 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time / 23º Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario 

2020 Annual Catholic Appeal 
 

THANK YOU to all those households who have pledged and contributed to the 2020 Annual Catholic Appeal.  
 

St. Gabriel Specifics: This year the goal established by the Archdiocese for our Parish is $87,911. Any rebate that we receive will be 
used help cover parish expenses in dealing with COVID-19. We currently have 775 registered families. Last year we had 310 families 
submit a pledge, can we pass that number and get 380 families to participate?  
 

Thank you to the 203 families that have already submitted their pledges for $84,541 (96% of our goal) as of August 31st.  
 

Prince of Peace Specifics: This year the goal established by the Archdiocese for our Parish is $37,414. Any rebate that we receive will 
be used help cover parish expenses in dealing with COVID-19. We currently have 264 registered families. Last year we had 139 families 
submit a pledge, can we pass that number and get 175 families to participate?  
 

Thank you to the 96 families that have already submitted their pledges for $33,474 (89% of our goal) as of August 31st. 
 

Please contact Sarah McLellan at sarah@stgabepop.org or via telephone at (360) 876-2762 or (360) 275-8762 if you have any questions 
regarding the 2020 Annual Catholic Appeal.  

Annual Catholic Appeal 

Faith Formation 

No Matter How Much You’re Hurting,  
No Marriage Is Beyond Hope! 

 

Are you struggling in your marriage, or do you know someone who 
is? Are you disillusioned? Frustrated? Do you struggle with trust or 
forgiveness? Are you considering separation or divorce? Have you 
lost hope??  Let Retrouvaille Help! go to:  

www.helpourmarriage.org. 

 Prince of Peace Parents 
 

Do you have a child of sacramental preparation age in the 2020-21 school year?  First communion candidates are nor-
mally in 2nd grade (age 7)  or older. Confirmation candidates are normally 7th grade (age 12) or older.  We do not yet 
know what will be allowed for gatherings due to the COVID-19 situation, but we’d like your input for planning. Would you 
please email maria@stgabepop.org to advise if you have a student who wishes to prepare for a sacrament this 
year?  Please also advise whether you’d prefer in-person classes, home-study materials, or another option. Let us know 
whether you prefer English, Spanish or Bilingual classes or resources. Thank you for your understanding.  

News, Information and Resources 

Reservations for Mass 
 

We know that there are many of you who would like to attend Mass, and since we are limited in the number of people that can attend, it is 
important that you make a reservation for all Masses, both Weekend and Daily. In order to try to give everyone the opportunity to attend, 
please try to limit reservations to once (either daily or weekend Mass) every two weeks.   
 

You can call the parish office Monday-Friday between 9 AM and 5 PM. If we do not answer, please leave a message and we will call you 
back. You can also schedule a reservation online by going to https://calendly.com/stgabriel-princeofpeace.  The cut-off for reservations 
is as follows: Weekend Mass reservations must be made by 4 PM the Friday before; weekday mass reservations must be made 
by 4 PM the day before.  You will need to make a separate reservation for each person (including children) who will be attending with 
you. Part of the reservation is some health screening questions that will need to be answered for each person attending. Please note:  
We are closed on the weekends. 
 

Weekend Mass Schedule for both locations:   
Saturday: 4:30 PM at Prince of Peace (Starting 9/12)   Sunday:  9:30 AM at Prince of Peace 
Saturday:  6:30 PM at St. Gabriel     Sunday: 11:00 AM at St. Gabriel 

Advertiser of the Week 
 

    Please patronize the businesses advertised on the back page 
of this bulletin.  Tell them you saw their ad here.  Advertiser of the 
week is: 
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News, Information and Resources...cont. 

Saint of the Day:  St. Peter Claver, Priest  
 

A native of Spain, young Jesuit Peter Claver left 
his homeland forever in 1610 to be a missionary 
in the colonies of the New World. He sailed into 
Cartagena, a rich port city washed by the Carib-
bean. He was ordained there in 1615. By this 
time the slave trade had been established in the 
Americas for nearly 100 years, and Cartagena 

was a chief center for it. Ten thousand slaves poured into the port 
each year after crossing the Atlantic from West Africa under condi-
tions so foul and inhuman that an estimated one-third of the pas-
sengers died in transit. Although the practice of slave-trading was 
condemned by Pope Paul III and later labeled “supreme villainy” 
by Pope Pius IX, it continued to flourish. Peter Claver’s predeces-
sor, Jesuit Father Alfonso de Sandoval, had devoted himself to the 
service of the slaves for 40 years before Claver arrived to continue 
his work, declaring himself “the slave of the Negroes forever.” As 
soon as a slave ship entered the port, Peter Claver moved into its 
infested hold to minister to the ill-treated and exhausted passen-
gers. After the slaves were herded out of the ship like chained 
animals and shut up in nearby yards to be gazed at by the crowds, 
Claver plunged in among them with medicines, food, bread, bran-
dy, lemons, and tobacco. With the help of interpreters, he gave 
basic instructions and assured his brothers and sisters of their 
human dignity and God’s love. During the 40 years of his ministry, 
Claver instructed and baptized an estimated 300,000 slaves. Fr. 
Claver’s apostolate extended beyond his care for slaves. He be-
came a moral force, indeed, the apostle of Cartagena. He 
preached in the city square, gave missions to sailors and traders 
as well as country missions, during which he avoided, when possi-
ble, the hospitality of the planters and owners and lodged in the 
slave quarters instead. After four years of sickness, which forced 
the saint to remain inactive and largely neglected, Claver died on 
September 8, 1654. The city magistrates, who had previously 
frowned at his solicitude for the black outcasts, ordered that he 
should be buried at public expense and with great pomp. Peter 
Claver was canonized in 1888, and Pope Leo XIII declared him 
the worldwide patron of missionary work among black slaves. 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-peter-claver/ 

The Nativity of the Blessed  
Virgin Mary 

 

The Church has celebrated Mary’s birth 
since at least the sixth century. A Septem-
ber birth was chosen because the Eastern 
Church begins its Church year with Sep-
tember. The September 8 date helped 
determine the date for the feast of the 

Immaculate Conception on December 8. Scripture does not give 
an account of Mary’s birth. However, the apocry-
phal Protoevangelium of James fills in the gap. This work has no 
historical value, but it does reflect the development of Christian 
piety. According to this account, Anna and Joachim are infertile 
but pray for a child. They receive the promise of a child who will 
advance God’s plan of salvation for the world. Such a story, like 
many biblical counterparts, stresses the special presence of God 
in Mary’s life from the beginning. Saint Augustine connects 
Mary’s birth with Jesus’ saving work. He tells the earth to rejoice 
and shine forth in the light of her birth. “She is the flower of the 
field from whom bloomed the precious lily of the valley. Through 
her birth, the nature inherited from our first parents is changed.” 
The opening prayer at Mass speaks of the birth of Mary’s Son as 
the dawn of our salvation, and asks for an increase of peace. 
 

Reflection 
We can see every human birth as a call for new hope in the 
world. The love of two human beings has joined with God in his 
creative work. The loving parents have shown hope in a world 
filled with travail. The new child has the potential to be a channel 
of God’s love and peace to the world. This is all true in a magnifi-
cent way in Mary. If Jesus is the perfect expression of God’s 
love, Mary is the foreshadowing of that love. If Jesus has 
brought the fullness of salvation, Mary is its dawning. Birthday 
celebrations bring happiness to the celebrant as well as to family 
and friends. Next to the birth of Jesus, Mary’s birth offers the 
greatest possible happiness to the world. Each time we cele-
brate her birth, we can confidently hope for an increase of peace 
in our hearts and in the world at large. 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/nativity-of-the-blessed-virgin-mary/ 

The Story of the Most Holy Name of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

This feast is a counterpart to the Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus; both have the possibility 
of uniting people easily divided on other matters.  The feast of the Most Holy Name of Mary 
began in Spain in 1513 and in 1671 was extended to all of Spain and the Kingdom of Na-
ples. In 1683, John Sobieski, king of Poland, brought an army to the outskirts of Vienna to 
stop the advance of Muslim armies loyal to Mohammed IV of Constantinople. After Sobieski 
entrusted himself to the Blessed Virgin Mary, he and his soldiers thoroughly defeated the 
Muslims. Pope Innocent XI extended this feast to the entire Church. 
 

Mary always points us to God, reminding us of God’s infinite goodness. She helps us to 
open our hearts to God’s ways, wherever those may lead us. Honored under the title 
“Queen of Peace,” Mary encourages us to cooperate with Jesus in building a peace based 
on justice, a peace that respects the fundamental human rights of all peoples. 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/mosaint-holy-name-of-the-blessed-virgin-mary/ 
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