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Pastor 
Fr. Phuong V. Hoang 
 

Deacon 
John Ricciardi: deaconjohn@stgabePOP.org 
 

Staff: 
Pastoral Associate for Administration 
Kurt Lawrence: kurt@stgabePOP.org 
 

Assistant Pastoral Associate for Administration and 
Financial/Contribution Questions 
Sarah McLellan: sarah@stgabePOP.org 
 

Receptionists parishoffice@stgabePOP.org 
Kathryn “Kate” Piatt (AM) 
Catherine “Katie” Knoelke (PM) 
 

Pastoral Assistant for Faith Formation 
Maria Murphree: maria@stgabePOP.org 
 

Faith Formation Secretary 
Sharon Lajoie: sharon@stgabePOP.org 
 

Director of Music 
LeeAnne Campos: leeanne@stgabePOP.org 
 

Pianists 
Debra Stojack 
Marcia Christian 
 

Custodians: 
Rolland Page: rolland@stgabePOP.org 
Joe Pacunski: joe@stgabePOP.org 
Doyle Forrester: doyle@stgabePOP.org 
 

Volunteer Coordinators: 
Pastoral Council: Chris Wright 
Finance Council: Frank White 
Liturgy Committee: Fr. Phuong Hoang 
Knights of Columbus: Thomas Marvelle, Grand Knight 
 

Starting July 6th 
Reduced Office Hours at St. Gabriel: 
Monday-Friday   9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
Parish Office:   (360) 876-2762 Parish Fax:   (360) 228-7008 
 

Reduced Office Hours at Prince of Peace: 
Monday - Friday 12:00 PM - 5:00 PM 
Prince of Peace Phone:  (360) 275-8760 Fax:  (360) 275-0742 
 

Online Mass Reservations:  
https://calendly.com/stgabriel-princeofpeace  

St. Gabriel Mass Schedule 
Tuesday/Wednesday/Friday: 11:00 AM (limit 20 people) 
Saturday: 6:30 PM (limit 90 people) 
Sunday:  8:00 AM  (limit 90 people) 
  11:00 AM (limit 90 people) 
 

Prince of Peace Mass Schedule 
Thursday (Jueves) at 10:00 AM (limit 20 people) 
Saturday (Sabado) at 4:30 PM (limit 50 people) 
Sunday (Domingo) at 9:30 AM (limit 50 people) 

Baptismal Preparation 
To make arrangements to attend baptismal preparation class 
please call the Faith Formation Office. 
 

Sacramental Preparation 
To sign up for First Reconciliation, First Eucharist or Confirmation 
classes, please contact the Faith Formation Office. These classes 
require 2 years of preparation. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Individual confessions every Saturday at 6:00 PM or by appoint-
ment.  
 

Marriage Preparation 
Please contact the office 1 year prior to the anticipated wedding 
date before making other arrangements. Please contact Deacon 
John Ricciardi. 
 

Care of the Sick and Anointing 
Communal anointing of the sick is scheduled on the First Wednes-
day of the month at the 11:00 AM daily Mass.  
 

Individual anointing by the pastor or home visits by Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion can be arranged through the Parish 
Office. In case of an emergency concerning death or dying 
please call (360) 876-2762 Ext #1  
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
Initiation into the Catholic faith is a gradual process that takes 
place within the community of the faithful. To learn more about this 
spiritual journey contact the Faith Formation Office.  

 

Bulletin Submissions All bulletin submissions should be given to 
the Parish Office in writing/email no later than Friday at noon 2 
weeks before you want the article to be run. 
 

New Parishioners/Registration Are you new to the parish? If so, 
Welcome! Registration forms can be found in the back of the 
Church. Completed forms can be mailed or dropped off at the Par-
ish Office or placed in the collection basket.  
 

Moving? If you recently moved or are planning on moving, please 
don’t forget to update your address and contact information here at 
the parish. We want to make sure that any parish mailings get to 
you.  

You can give online for all stewardship and special collections: 
https://stgabepo.weshareonline.org/ or 

https://popbelfair.weshareonline.org/ 
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Dear Parishioners: 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 21 NEWLY ORDAINED PERMANENT DEACONS 
 

This Saturday morning, December 19th, Archbishop Paul D. Etienne ordained 21 men to the permanent diaconate at 
St. James Cathedral in Seattle. This class has been in formation since August 2016. Through the sacrament of holy 
orders, deacons share in a special way in Christ’s ministry of service in participating - of the liturgy, of the word, and 
of charity to the people of god - in the words of the Vatican II document Lumen Gentium. Please see the Northwest 
Catholic Magazine sent to your home from the Archdiocese for more information of these newly ordained permanent 

Deacons. 
 

This is a combined bulletin for the Fourth Sunday of Advent and Christmas (The Nativity of the Lord). 
 

---The Advent Season is coming to a final preparation in this coming week with the fourth candle being lit on the Advent Wreath. Along 
with the Church Scripture focusing on the history of the “birth of Jesus” starting on December 17th with the celebration of Simbang Gabi 
(a Filipino tradition) and Las Posada (a Hispanic tradition), are signs indicating that the preparation time is almost over, so that, the fruit of 
this Advent Season can be visibly seen, individually in the life of each Christian and collectively in the community. 
 

The Gospel story of the Annunciation presents Mary, the great heroine of the Christmas stories -- Mary of Nazareth -- the willing link 
between humanity and God. She is the “model” disciple who introduces us to the goodness and humanity of God. She received and wel-
comed God's word in the fullest sense, not knowing how the story would finally end. She did not always understand that word throughout 
Jesus' life but she trusted and constantly recaptured the initial response she had given the angel and literally "kept it alive", "tossed it 
around", "pondered it" in her heart (Luke 2: 19). 
 

The "problem" of Mary of Nazareth began when she entertained a strange, heavenly visitor named Gabriel. The young woman of Naza-
reth was greatly troubled as she discovered that she would bear a son who would be “Savior and Son of the Most High”.  
 

Mary of Nazareth accepted her "problem" and resolved it through her obedience, fidelity, trust, hope and quiet joy. At that first moment in 
Nazareth, she could not foresee the brutal ending of the story of this child within her. Only on a hillside in Calvary, years later, would she 
experience the full responsibility of her "yes" that forever changed the history of humanity.  
 

“The word becomes flesh"… …  
Do we know how to listen to God's Word, meditate upon it and live it each day 
Do we put that word into action in our daily lives? Are we faithful, hopeful, loving, and inviting in our discourse and living?  
What powerful words to be said about Christians -- that their words become flesh!  

 

Christ’s Peace, 
Fr. Phuong Hoang 

Sunday Pastor’s Letter 
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Dear Parishioners: 
 

… … MERRY CHRISTMAS … …   
 

“Glory to God in the highest, And on earth, Peace to people of good will” 
 

---This is a special hymn prayer that we finally can sing out to truly give praise and thanksgiving to our God who has 
bridged Heaven and Earth in Jesus Christ who is the awaited Messiah, the “Prince of Peace” and the “Savior of the 
world”. The greatest gift from God in this Christmas Day is meant for each and every one of us to receive Him into our 
lives and make Him known to our world. May we return to Him the “gift of our Faith” which will continue to be shown 

through our words and actions! 
 

---Please plan for your family to celebrate Christmas Mass by registering ahead of time for these special family and Church traditions in 
attending this Holy Day together: 
 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day at St. Gabriel: 
--Thursday, December 24th (Christmas Eve):    6:30 PM and 10:00 PM 
--Friday, December 25th (Christmas Day):         9:00 AM and 11:00 AM 
 

The Feast of the Holy Family:  Saturday December 26th - 6:30 PM 
                                                     Sunday December 27th - 8:00 AM and 11:00 AM 
 

--Friday, January 1, 2021 - Feast of Mary, Mother of God:   11:00 AM 
 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day at Prince of Peace: 
--Thursday, December 24th (Christmas Eve):    4:30 PM (English) and  
                                                                               6:30 PM (Bilingual) 
 

--Friday, December 25th (Christmas Day):    9:30 AM (English)  
                                                                       11:30 AM (Spanish) and 1:00 PM (Spanish) 
 

--The Feast of the Holy Family:    Saturday December 26th - 4:30 PM 
                                                             Sunday December 27th - 9:30 AM  
 

 *****On this joyous occasion, I’d to thank those who are “ministering” to both parishes St. Gabriel and Prince of Peace: Deacon John 
Ricciardi; Fr. Ronald Belisle; Ministry to the Hispanic community at Prince of Peace Parish in Belfair: Fr. Patrick McDermott; Deacon 
Romeo for their generosity of time, dedication and continuing ministry with our two parishes through this past year. May Christ Jesus gifts 
of joy and peace will be yours continuing throughout this Holy Season and every day of your life.  
 

Finally, I’d like also to say a word of “Thanks” to our parish Staff, members of the Councils, Commissions, Committees, Groups, all 
the Volunteers and all parishioners who have offered their Time, Talents and Treasures to help build up St. Gabriel Parish Community 
in this unique and challenging year as a visible sign of 
God’s presence and actions in our world today. 
“Emmanuel - God is with us” - is indeed here with 
us; may we fully recognize and receive Him into our 
lives. 
 

---The Calendar Year is coming to the end soon. I’d 
like to take this opportunity “to thank” for your partici-
pation in many different ministries and volunteer op-
portunities in our parish community. Especially, I’d like 
to thank for your stewardship of Time, Talent and 
Treasure in the year of 2020. Please be aware that 
“all tax deductible contribution” to the parish has to 
be done in the last week of December up to Decem-
ber 31st to be included for 2020. 
 

Christ’s Peace, 
Fr. Phuong Hoang 

Christmas Pastor’s Letter 
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Readings for the week of December 20th 
 

Sunday, December 20 
2 Sm 7: 1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89: 2-3, 4-5, 27, 29;  
Rom 16: 25-27; Lk 1: 26-38 
 

Monday, December 21 
Sg 2: 8-14; Ps 33: 2-3, 11-12, 20-21; Lk 1: 39-45 
       

Tuesday, December 22 
1 Sm 1: 24-28; (Ps) 1 Sm 2: 1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd; Lk 1: 46-56 
 

Wednesday, December 23 
Mal 3: 1-4, 23-24; Ps 25: 4-5ab, 8-9, 10, 14; Lk 1: 57-66 
 

Thursday, December 24 
Vigil: Is 62: 1-5; Ps 89: 4-5, 16-17, 27, 29; Acts 13: 16-17, 22-25; 
Mt 1: 1-25 
Night: Is 9: 1-6; Ps 96: 1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13; Ti 2: 11-14; Lk 2: 1-14 
 

Friday, December 25 
Is 52: 7-140; Ps 98: 1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6; Heb 1: 1-6; Jn 1: 1-18 
 

Saturday, December 26 
Acts 6: 8-10; 7: 54-59; Ps 31: 3cd-4, 6, 8ab,16bc, 17; Mt 10:17-22 
 

Sunday, December 27 
Sir 3: 2-6, 12-14; Ps 128: 1-2, 3, 4-5; Col 3: 12-21; Lk 2: 22– 40 

Las lecturas de la semana del 20 de Diciembre 
 

Domingo, 20 de Diciembre 
2 Sm 7, 1-5. 8-12. 14. 16; Sal 89, 2-3. 4-5. 27. 29; Rom 16, 25-27; 
Lc 1, 26-38 
 

Lunes, 21 de Diciembre 
Cant 2, 8-14; Sal 33, 2-3. 11-12. 20-21; Lc 1, 39-45 
 

Martes, 22 de Diciembre 
1 Sm 1, 24-28; (Sal) 1 Sm 2, 1. 4-5. 6-7. 8; Lc 1, 46-56 
 

Miércoles, 23 de Diciembre 
Mal 3, 1-4. 23-24; Sal 25, 4-5. 8-9. 10. 14; Lc 1, 57-66 
 

Jueves 24 de Diciembre 
Vigilia: Is 62, 1-5; Sal 89, 4-5. 16-17. 27. 29; Hch 13, 16-17. 22-
25; Mt 1, 1-25 
Matutina: Is 62, 11-12; Sal 97, 1. 6. 11-12; Tit 3, 4-7; Lc 2, 15-20 
 

Viernes, 25 de Diciembre 
Is 52, 7-10; Sal 98, 1. 2-3. 3-4. 5-6; Heb 1, 1-6; Jn 1, 1-18 
 

Sábado, 26 de Diciembre 
Hch 6, 8-10; 7, 54-59; Sal 31, 3-4. 6. 8.16. 17; Mt 10, 17-22 
 

Domingo, 27 de Diciembre 
Eclo 3, 2-6. 12-14; Sal 128, 1-2. 3. 4-5; Col 3, 12-21; Lc 2, 22-40 

Remember in Your Prayers 
 

Pope Francis’ December Intention: For a Life of Prayer. We 
pray that our personal relationship with Jesus Christ be nourished 
by the Word of God and a life of prayer.  
 

General Prayers: Parishioners awaiting test results, those residing 
at Retsil, medical facilities & at retirement centers, the home-
bound, imprisoned, unemployed, and for our military loved ones in 
service around the world.  
 

Prayers for the Sick: In your kindness and charity towards others, 
please pray for Lorenzo Abeyta, Anthony Bianchini, Bernie Boyd, 
Dcn. Dale Fickes, Sylvia Fuentes, Marlene Graham, Janice Houck, 
Benjamin Kempen, Eric Ongstad, Rodrick Family, Leopoldo San 
Luis, Jr., and the sick of our parish. 
 

Prayers for the Deceased: For all those who have died, 
especially Gene R. Burns (11/29), Marge Murphy, Donald Pouliott, 
and Cyril Joseph Worm III (12/1). May God grant them the joy of 
eternal life and peace for their families. May God grant them the 
joy of eternal life and peace for their families.   

 

Please notify the parish office at parishoffice@stgabePOP.org to 
have names added on our prayer lists. Names will remain on the 
list during the month they are submitted.  

Recuerda en tus oraciones  
 

Intención del Papa Francisco en Diciembre: Para una vida de 
oracion. Recemos para que nuestra relación personal con Jesu-
cristo se alimente de la Palabra de Dios y de una vida de oración.  
 

Oraciones generales: oren por: los feligreses que esperan los 
resultados de las pruebas, los que residen en Retsil, las instala-
ciones médicas y los centros de jubilación, los que están en el 
hogar, los encarcelados, los desempleados y por nuestros seres 
queridos militares en servicio en todo el mundo.  
 

Oraciones por los enfermos: En su amabilidad y caridad hacia 
los demás, Lorenzo Abeyta, Anthony Bianchini, Bernie Boyd, Dcn. 
Dale Fickes, Sylvia Fuentes, Marlene Graham, Janice Houck, Ben-
jamin Kempen, Eric Ongstad, Rodrick Family, Leopoldo San Luis, 
Jr., y los enfermos de nuestra parroquia. 
 

Oraciones por los fallecidos: por todos los que han muerto, es-
pecialmente Gene R. Burns (11/29), Marge Murphy,  Donald 
Pouliott, and Cyril Joseph Worm III (12/1). Que Dios les conceda la 
alegría de la vida eterna y la paz para sus familias.  
 

Por favor notifique a la oficina parroquial en parishof-
fice@stgabePOP.org para que se agreguen nombres en nuestras 
listas de oración. 
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Schedule for Week Ahead 

St. Gabriel Stewardship 
Stewardship of Treasure / Mayordomía del Tesoro 

Through December 14, 2020 
 

 Stewardship: $      3,825 
 Loose Cash: $             0 
 Total Year To Date Offerings: $  210,363* 
 YTD Budget: $  209,651 
 Over Budget: $         712 
 

 Holy Days: $         320 
 Year to Date: $      3,032 
 

 Deferred Maintenance: $             0 
 Year to Date: $      3,060 
 

 Fr. Dell Scholarship: $             0 
 Year to Date: $         565 
 

 Utility Fund: $           65 
 Year to Date: $         980 
 

 Share & Care: $      2,375 
 Year to Date: $    12,392 
*Due to the holiday the Bulletin was submitted on Friday, December 11th. 

Collection information will be updated next weekend. 

Thank you for your faithful Stewardship  
your generous heart. 

Sunday, December 20 
8:00 AM Mass at St. Gabriel 
9:00 AM Confession at Prince of Peace 
9:30 AM Mass at Prince of Peace 
11:00 AM Mass at St. Gabriel 
12:00 PM Confession at St. Gabriel 
 

Monday,  December 21 
No Events Scheduled 
 

Tuesday, December 22 
11:00 AM Mass at St. Gabriel 
 

Wednesday, December 23 
11:00 AM Mass at St. Gabriel 
 

Thursday,  December 24 - Christmas Eve 
Parish Office Closed 
4:30 PM Mass at Prince of Peace 
6:30 PM Mass at Prince of Peace (Bilingual) 
6:30 PM Mass at St. Gabriel 
10:00 PM Mass at St. Gabriel   

Friday, December 25 - Christmas Day 
Parish Office Closed 
9:00 AM Mass at St. Gabriel 
9:30 AM Mass at Prince of Peace 
11:00 AM Mass at St. Gabriel 
11:30 AM Mass at Prince of Peace (Spanish) 
1:00 PM Mass at Prince of Peace (Spanish) 
 

Saturday, December 26 
4:30 PM Mass at Prince of Peace (Live Stream) 
6:30 PM Mass at St. Gabriel 
 

Sunday, December 27 
 8:00 AM Mass at St. Gabriel 
9:30 AM Mass at Prince of Peace 
11:00 AM Mass at St. Gabriel 

Prince of Peace Stewardship 
Stewardship of Treasure / Mayordomía del Tesoro 

Through December 14, 2020 
 

 Stewardship: $    1,822 
 Loose Cash: $         13 
 Total Year To Date Offerings: $  76,824* 
 YTD Budget: $  77,257 
 Under Budget: $       433 
 

 Holy Days: $       336     
 Year to Date: $       586 
 

 Building Fund: $           0 
 Year to Date: $       785 
 

 Good Samaritan: $        50 
 Year to Date: $    6,657 
 

 Utility Fund: $         25 
 Year to Date: $       255 
 

 Scholarship: $           0 
 Year to Date: $       213 
*Due to the holiday the Bulletin was submitted on Friday, December 11th. 

Collection information will be updated next weekend. 
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2020 Annual Catholic Appeal 
 

THANK YOU to all those households who have pledged and contributed to the 2020 Annual Catholic Appeal.  
 

St. Gabriel Specifics: Thank you to the 221 families that have already submitted their pledges for $90,116 (102% of our goal) as of 
November 24th.  

 

Prince of Peace Specifics: Thank you to the 106 families that have already submitted their pledges for $36,694 which is 98% of our 
$37,414 goal as of November 24th! We only need $720 to reach our goal...  
 

If you have not yet made a gift, won’t you please consider making a gift this year? No gift is too small. If you’re unsure what to give, 
please consider a gift of $1 a day or $365 or more.  
 

Go online to https://donate.seattlearchdiocese.org/aca or use a pledge envelope. If you would rather call in your gift to the Appeal Office, 
they can be reached at (800) 809-4921. Thank you!  

Stewardship ...Cont. 

Called to Serve as Christ Campaign 
 

THANK YOU to all those households who have pledged and contributed to the Called to Serve as Christ Campaign.  
 

St. Gabriel: THANK YOU to the 83 households as of December 9th who have pledged to the Call to Serve as Christ Capital Campaign. 
Our reports show that $214,500 has been pledged toward our goal of $706,466. This is 30% of our goal.  
 

Prince of Peace: THANK YOU to the 39 households as of December 9th who have pledged to the Call to Serve as Christ Capital Cam-
paign. Our reports show that $64,040 has been pledged toward our goal of $241,088. This is 27% of our goal. 
 

For more information on the campaign and to make a pledge online, you can visit the Campaign website: https://
www.calledtoserveaschrist.org/.  

AmazonSmile - St. Gabriel 
 

Have you started your Christmas shopping? Do you shop at Ama-
zon? By shopping with AmazonSmile you can donate to Prince St. 
Gabriel.  
 

For eligible purchases at AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foun-
dation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to the customer’s 
selected charitable organization. To select St Gabriel, go to https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/91-0598094. These donations will go to-
wards our Faith Formation Programing. In 2020 St. Gabriel re-
ceived $48.30 which is used for Faith Formation Programing.  
 

If you have any questions, please contact Sarah McLellan in the 
Parish Office. 

Weekly Bible Reflections 
 

“Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you!”  - Luke 1: 28 
 

After Jesus, we look to Mary as an ideal steward.  Her entire life 
was lived in obedience to God’s call.  Mary teaches us to live with 
joy for all we have been given.  Just as the moon reflects the light 
of the sun, Mary reflects the light of Christ.  Like Mary, we are 
called to reflect Christ’s light to the world through our gratitude and 
generosity. 
https://www.archstl.org/about-stewardship/bulletin-inserts/weekly-bible-reflections 

Reflexiones Del Boletín De Administracion 
 

“¡Salve, llena eres de gracia, el Señor es contigo!”. - LUCAS 1, 28 
 

Después de Jesús, miramos a María como una administradora 
ideal. Toda su vida la vivió en obediencia al llamado de Dios. Ma-
ría nos enseña a vivir con alegría por todo lo que se nos ha dado. 
Así como la luna refleja la luz del sol, María refleja la luz de Cristo. 
Como María, estamos llamados a reflejar la luz de Cristo al mundo 
a través de nuestra gratitud y generosidad. 
https://www.archstl.org/about-stewardship/bulletin-inserts/weekly-bible-reflections 

Year End Donation Reminders 
 

Any donations to the Parish that you want credited to the 2020 calendar year for tax purposes need to be in the Parish Office or post-
marked by December 31, 2020. If you have any questions, please contact Sarah McLellan at (360) 876-2762 or via email at sa-
rah@stgabepop.org. 

AmazonSmile - Prince of Peace 
 

Have you started your Christmas shopping? Do you shop at Ama-
zon? By shopping with AmazonSmile you can donate to Prince of 
Peace.   
 

For eligible purchases at AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foun-
dation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to the customer’s 
selected charitable organization. To select Prince of Peace Mis-
sion, go to https://smile.amazon.com/ch/91-1902981. These dona-
tions will go towards our Faith Formation Programing. In 2020 
Prince of Peace received $30.74 which is used for Faith For-
mation Programing. If you have any questions, please contact 
Sarah McLellan in the Parish Office. 
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Faith Formation & Youth Ministry Updates 

Monthly Prayer Challenge 
 

Join with our faith formation students in learning a new prayer 
each month.  The month of December has several days that honor 
the Blessed Mother.   

 

HAIL HOLY QUEEN 
Hail, Holy Queen, Mother of mercy, our life, our sweetness and our 
hope.  To you do we cry, poor banished children of Eve.  To you 
do we set up our sighs mourning and weeping in this valley of 
tears.  Turn then, most gracious advocate, your eyes of mercy 
towards us, and after this our exile, show unto us the blessed fruit 
of your womb, Jesus.  O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary.  
 

LA SALVE DIOS TE SALVE 
La salve Dios te salve, Reina y Madre de misericordia, vida, dul-
zura y esperanza nuestra; Dios te salve.  A Ti clamamos los 
desterrados hijos de Eva; a Ti suspiramos, gimiendo y llorando, 
eneste valle de lagrimas.  Ea, pues, Senora, abogada nuestra, 
Vuelve a nosotros esos tus ojos misericordiosos, y despues de 
este destierro muestranos a Jesus, fruto bandito de tu vientre. Oh 
clemente, oh piadosa, oh dulce Virgen Maria!   

Confirmation 
 

Youth in Grades 7-12 are invited to prepare for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. Our program this year will be a combination of home
-based online video classes and in-person spiritual development 
sessions on certain Sunday evenings starting in January. The 
deadline to enroll students in confirmation preparation is January 
1, 2021. Please email maria@stgabepop.org for details. 

First Communion 
 

Students in grade 2 and older are invited to prepare for 1st Com-
munion. Our program this year will be a combination of home-
based learning led by parents, and in-person spiritual development 
sessions on certain Thursday evenings starting in January. The 
deadline to enroll students in first communion preparation is Janu-
ary 1, 2021.  Please email maria@stgabepop.org for details.  

Winter Course for Adults 
 

God has put within each one of us a desire to seek Him.  Whether 
you are a novice at faith, or a life-long Catholic, The SEARCH will 
help you reflect on some of the deeper questions of life. This video
-based series is part of our parish FORMED video library. You can 
watch the videos at any time. If you would like to participate in the 
discussion groups, using the accompanying participant guide, 
please register with maria@stgabepop.org. Participant guides are 
available for $7 each. Sessions will meet on ZOOM at 10 AM or 7 
PM Thursdays, January 14, 21, 28, February 4, 11, 18, and March 
4. 

Upcoming Events 

Christmas and New Year’s Mass Schedule 
 

St. Gabriel 
Christmas Eve    6:30 PM 
   10:00 PM 
 

Christmas Day    9:00 AM 
   11:00 AM 
 

New Year’s Day  11:00 AM 
 
Prince of Peace   
Christmas Eve   4:30 PM  (English) 
    6:30 PM  (Bilingual) 
 

Christmas Day   9:30 AM (English) 
  11:30 AM  (Spanish) 
    1:00 PM (Spanish) 
 

Reservations are required. You can also schedule a reserva-

tion online by going to https://calendly.com/stgabriel-
princeofpeace.   
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News, Information and Resources...cont. 

Simbang Gabi  
 

Simbang Gabi is a Filipino Christmas tradition. It is a series of nine dawn masses on the days leading up to Christmas. It begins on  
December 16 and ends at midnight on the 24th of December, when a midnight mass is held  
 

How Did Simbang Gabi Begin? 
This tradition was introduced by the Spanish friars to allow the farmers to hear mass before going to the fields early in the morning. The 
masses can start as early as 4 in the morning. Simbang Gabi is also known by its popular Spanish name, Misa de Gallo, or "Mass of the 
Rooster.''  
 

In the olden days, the church bells start ringing as early as three o' clock, wak-
ing people up so they can get ready for the four o'clock dawn mass. The Ro-
man Catholic churches across the nation start to open their doors shortly be-
fore the break of dawn to welcome the faithful to the Simbang Gabi mass. 
 

How Is It Practiced Today?   

Today, the tradition of Simbang Gabi continues whether you live in the city or 
in the province, although it is celebrated in new ways. Most churches are deco-
rated with colorful lights and beautiful parol lanterns to welcome the churchgo-
ers.  
 

The nativity scene, or Belen, is displayed in preparation for the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ. It shows baby Jesus in a manger 
with Mother Mary and Saint Joseph. There are shepherds and farm animals. A complete scenario of the Belen includes the three wise 
men carrying their gifts to the infant Jesus and the star of Bethlehem that guided them in their journey.  
 

Over the years, Filipinos communities have made some changes in the way that this event is celebrated. Some urban parishes now cele-
brate Misa de Gallo around 8 or 9 in the evening in order to accommodate the needs of the members of the community who have different 
work schedules. 

https://holidappy.com/holidays/Filipino-Christmas-Tradition-Simbang-Gabi 

Anointing of the Sick 
 

When can I request an Anointing? Do I have to be “at death’s door”?  Kurt Lawrence, our Administra-
tor, shares a story about when he received Anointing of the Sick for the first time. 
 

For many years I always understood that Anointing of Sick was “Last Rites”. I was preparing 
for major surgery and I was meeting with a Fr. Vince who I am friends with, and he asked if I 
wanted to be anointed before surgery. My knee jerk reaction was “what did he know about the 
surgery that I did not?” my answer to Padre was I am not planning on dying as a result of the 
surgery. And so, the explanation was mind boggling, that was there is not a Sacrament of Last 
Rites, Last Rites includes the Sacrament of Anointing. The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 
is available to all Catholics who are suffering from physical, mental or even spiritual pain. 
 

That was the first time I experienced this beautiful Sacrament. In reality, I was dealing with 
anxiety over the surgery which also affected my faith. Priests have different models they can 
use when anointing people, we sat and read Holy Scripture, we prayed together and he con-
cluded with the Anointing using Holy Oil. 

 

The anointing was able to give me clarity and direction in my faith journey and it released most of my inner tension regard-
ing the surgery. Most of all it healed my heart and soul to be a better disciple of Christ. 

 

In the Church's Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick, through the ministry of the priest, it is Jesus who touches the sick to heal them from 
sin - and sometimes even from physical ailment. His cures were signs of the arrival of the Kingdom of God. The core message of his heal-
ing tells us of his plan to conquer sin and death by his dying and rising. 
 

The Rite of Anointing tells us there is no need to wait until a person is at the point of death to receive the Sacrament. But even if there 
is no physical healing, the primary effect of the Sacrament is a spiritual healing by which the sick person receives the Holy Spirit's gift of 
peace and courage to deal with the difficulties that accompany serious illness or the frailty of old age. 

http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/sacraments-and-sacramentals/anointing-of-the-sick/index.cfm  
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Las Posadas in Guatemala 
 

The traditional Christmas Posadas are celebrated in Guatemala from December 16th to the 24th. In the old parts of the city and in the 
towns small processions accompanied by groups of people carrying colored paper lanterns walk the streets as soon as the night falls. 
Children and teenagers carry images of Joseph and Mary on a wooden float . Singing and prayers are accompanied by the Tucutícuto of 
the ayotl (a pre-Columbian percussion instrument made of a turtle’s shell which is taped on it’s convex side with a piece of wood) along 
with other autochthonous instruments including whistles and chinchines (aboriginal maracas made from the fruit of the morro tree), filling 
the night air with music and song.    
 

The Posadas are small processions that symbolize the journey of Mary and Joseph from Nazareth to Jerusalem and their search for a 
place to spend the night. This tradition originates in Spain where they are called Jornadillas and this tradition is typical of many Latin 
American countries. 
 

The Posadas are done during the nine days prior to Noche Buena (Christmas Eve) symbolizing the nine months of Virgin Mary’s pregnan-
cy. The first Posada leaves the parish temple and makes it’s way to a home that has been chosen in advance. Every night the group visits 
three houses, in each one part of the group enters and the other part stays outside with the images of Joseph and Mary and through sing-
ing a ritualistic dialogue, which has previously been rehearsed. In the first two houses visited the entrance is denied so that the group can 
continue on to the next house. Finally in the third house the host opens the doors and welcomes them in. The float is placed in a place of 
honor or an altar, generally close to the Nativity scene decorated with colored sawdust, moss, pacaya leaves and stringed manzanilla 
(knows as tejocotl in Mexico) garlands. 
 

Every day is usually dedicated to a different element surrounding the Nativity. 
On the 16th it is dedicated to the Mount of the Drum 
On the 17th to the City of Nain. 
On the 18th to the Fields of Samira 
On the 19th to the Well of Sequen 
On the 20th to the Corral of the Sheep 
On the 21st to the Glasses of Snow 
On the 23rd to the Entrance of Bethlehem 
On the 24th to the Portal of Bethlehem 
 

Every night the host receives the travelers with 
tamales, chuchitos, fruit punch, agua de 
horchata, barquillos and other traditional Guate-
malan foods. The anda with the images of Jo-
seph and Mary remains in the house until the 
next night when the pilgrimage begins again. On 
December 24th the travelers remain on the last of 
the nine houses and there the baby Jesus is add-
ed to the Nativity scene. 

https://growingupbilingual.com/las-posadas-navidenas-en-
guatemala/ 

News, Information and Resources...cont. 



Page 11      December 20, 2020 - 4th  Sunday of Advent / 4º Domingo de Adviento 

Formed.org 
 

FORMED is the revolutionary digital plat-form that gives your 
parish unprecedented access to video-based study programs, 
feature films, audio presentations, and eBooks from the Church’s 
foremost presenters. Whether fallen away or deeply engaged, at 
the parish or on the go, FORMED helps you reach your flock any-

time, any-where.  To join this "Free Streaming Service" go 
to: www.formed.org/signup. 

Reservations for Mass 
 

You can call the parish office Monday-Friday between 9 AM and 5 
PM. If we do not answer, please leave a message and we will call 
you back. You can also schedule a reservation online by going to 
https://calendly.com/stgabriel-princeofpeace.   
 

The deadline to make reservations is as follows: Weekend 
Mass reservations must be made by 12 PM the Friday before; 
Weekday Mass reservations must be made by 12 PM the day 
before. You will need to make a separate reservation for each 
person (including children) who will be attending with you. Part of 
the reservation is some health screening questions that will need 
to be answered for each person attending. Please note that the 

Parish Office is closed on the weekends. Phone messages left 
at the office after 12PM on Friday do not count as a 
reservation for that weekend’s Mass 
 

Weekend Mass Schedule for both locations:   
Saturday:  4:30 PM at Prince of Peace  
 Saturday:  6:30 PM at St. Gabriel   
 Sunday: 8:00 AM at St. Gabriel 
Sunday:  9:30 AM at Prince of Peace    
Sunday: 11:00 AM at St. Gabriel                                       

News, Information and Resources...cont. 

Christmas Flower Donations 
 

If you wish to donate flowers to decorate the church for Christmas, 
our environment committee requests that you donate red or white 
poinsettias. Please drop off flowers at St. Gabriel OR Prince of 
Peace from December 19th-22nd.  
 

Father Phuong will offer a 
Mass intention the weekend 
of December 26th & 27th in 
memory of all loved ones in 
whose name the flowers are 
donated. It is not necessary to 
provide these names to the 
church. If you wish to donate 
money for flowers instead of plants, please write “Christmas Flow-
ers” in the Memo line on the check, or place the money in an enve-
lope marked “Christmas Flowers”. Please remember all donated 
plants are a gift to the church and are not returnable.  

Bulletin Holiday Deadline 
 

Due to the holiday season our bulletin publisher has asked that we 
submit bulletins early for certain weekends. Below is a schedule of 
when we need to submit our bulletins: 
 

Weekend of:  Submit to Printer by: 
December 27th  Thursday, December 17th 

January 3rd  Wednesday, December 23rd  
 

The date for submit by is the date we have to submit the bulletin 
to the printers. Due to this shifted schedule, please make sure to 
submit content for the bulletin as soon as possible.  Thank you! 

Advertiser of the Week 
 

Please patronize the businesses advertised on the back page of 
this bulletin. Tell them you saw their ad here. Advertiser of the 
week is: 

Our Lady Star of the Sea School 

2021 Calendars 
 

We have 2021 calendars, courtesy of Rill Chapel, available for 
pickup at the Church exits this weekend. Please grab one for your 
self or a neighbor who may be stuck at home. 
 

Calendarios 2021 
 

Tenemos calendarios 2021, cortesía de Rill Chapel, disponibles 
para recoger en las salidas de la Iglesia este fin de semana. Por 
favor, tome uno para usted o para un vecino que pueda estar 
atrapado en casa. 

2021 St. Joseph Missals 
 

2021 St. Joseph Missals are available in the Parish Office. The 
cost is $5 per missal. 
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OUR LADY STAR OF
THE SEA SCHOOL

NOW ENROLLING!
Schedule a Tour!

360-373-5162
school@starofthesea.net
www.school.starofthesea.net

NEED A PLUMBER?
CALL

360-440-6040
www.collinsplumbingcompany.com

Family Owned & Operated

Walt Finklein
Agency
(360) 876-5600
St. Gabriel
Parishioner

1977 Bethel Ave • Port Orchard

Voted best of Kitsap in 
Auto Repair

377-0682
299 National Ave.

Bremerton
www.bnbautorepair.com

RILL CHAPEL
Life Tribute Center, Funeral Home & Crematory

“Love shared is love increased, grief
shared is grief diminished.”

360-876-4405 • www.rill.com
1151 Mitchell Avenue, Port Orchard
Carissa Rill

Get to the airport
quickly and easily

PConvenient Stops 
POperates Daily PLow fares

Parishioner Owned
www.kitsapairporter.com

For Reservations Call:
360-876-1737

253.444.7504 • ANASTACIA SCEARCY

KURT’S SEPTIC 
PUMPING

Your Local Septic Tank Pumping
and Maintenance Professionals

360.275.1996
www.kurtssepticpumping.com

Affordable Office & Co-Working Space • All Inclusive
1310 Bertha Ave. NW, Bremerton • Parishioner Owned

206-866-3382 • www.bremertonworkspace.com

10% OFF DELUXE BUSINESS SUITES: CODE BWS10

Schelley York
Financial Advisor

2299 Bethel Ste 102
Port Orchard, WA
Bus. 360-876-3835

schelley.york@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

California Insurance Lic. 0C24309
Arkansas Insurance Number 9643427 

Member SIPC

Contact Rob Witte to place an ad today! 
rwitte@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2501

Debbie Niles - Senior Specialist
Give Debbie a call today for a no obligation review
of your current situation and your intended plans.

360-769-3253 • debbie@oldtrealty.com


