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Using the best seeds doesn’t 
always guarantee the best plants. 
An older Italian gentleman 
straight from Italy gave me these 
amazing tomato seeds that he 
claimed produced the best toma-
toes ever grown. Without doubt, 
the fruit he shared with me was a 
testament to that fact. These toma-
toes were amazing! I couldn’t wait 
until the next growing season to 
plant these seeds and harvest my 
own tomatoes. The whole experi-
ment ended up a failure. I did 

everything the gentleman said, 
but my fruit didn’t even come 
close. What happened? At first I 
was perplexed, then some years 
later the light dawned. The prob-
lem wasn’t the seeds, it was the 
soil!

You cannot sow seeds in any 
old place and in a haphazard way 
and expect them to be at their 
best. It doesn’t work that way. 
Planting the seeds is the easiest 

See MEDITATION on page 2

Ministries & 
Parish Groups

Adult  Faith Formation: Father Jose
Altar Servers: Angela Malone and Amanda Higley 
Baptism Class: 
(Eng): Libby Hoops 223-2809
(Span): Yrma Plascencia and Herbert Melendez
Bulletin: Angela Mann 475-0515
Centering Prayer: Mark Miskulin 425-9260
Children’s Liturgy: Diane Padilla 
Joy Group: Gretchen Oney 432-1108 
and Olga Jones 626-0770
Knights of Columbus: Chuck Goucher 622-4800
Lectors: John Bell 331-0377
Marriage Preparation: Father Jose
Nursing Home Ministry: Gretchen Oney, 432-
1108
Parish Council: Sue Wolff 678-654-3535
R.C.I.A.: Bobbi Joyce, 772-0023, 
and Roxy McKee, 530-2246
Respect Life: Mike Morris 722-3789 
Women's Group: Lynn Histing 626-2923
and Debbie Schiwart 626-7196

Mass Schedule
Saturday: 5 p.m.
Sunday: 8 a.m., 10 a.m., 12 p.m. Noon (Spanish 
Mass), and 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday through Friday: 12 p.m. Noon 
Reconciliation: Saturday 4 p.m. 

Parish Staff
Parish Secretary: Elizabeth Martinez
Religious Education, K-8: Patricia Barth
Associate Assistant: Lucy Villanueva
Confirmation Assistant: Elizabeth Martinez
Building & Grounds: Randy Roberts
Janitorial Service: Diamond Shine

5650 Vista Boulevard, Sparks, Nevada 89436
Parish Phone: 775-358-2544 

Parish Fax: 775-626-8281
Parish email:  hccchurch@sbcglobal.net

Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Saturday: 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.    
Sunday: 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Bearing good fruit takes work

July 12, 2020
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Next Week’s Team
July 11, 5 p.m. 

L: Viktor Cruz-Calderon, Jim Shaw
EM: Kathy Wegner, Risa Ronan
AS: Kevin Malone, Sammy Malone 
Greeter: Marsha McClain
Usher: Russ Bernhardt

July 12, 8 a.m.
L: Helen Martin, John Bell
EM: Kathy Geipel, Margaret Dively
AS: Antrzi Galindo, Ivan Galindo
Greeter: Margaret Dively
Usher: Jay Campbell

July 12, 10 a.m. 
L: Joe Haggarty, Herbert Melendez
EM: Mike Rosemark, Donald 
Merucci
AS: Servers needed
Greeters: Doug and Jennifer 
Ocheltree
Usher: Tony Pagano

July 12, noon
L: Antonio Oseguera 
EM: Iovana Robles, Edith Huante, 
Manuel Garcia 
AS: Ricardo Medina, Alexandro 
Medina

July 12, 4:30 p.m.
L: Ophelia Wilson, Doug Parry
EM: Ophelia Wilson, Sarah Naegele
AS: Matthew Zahradka, Lucas Bush
Greeter: Lisa Halper
Usher: Tom Cashell

Our Liturgical 
Team

I hope and pray that you and your 
loved ones are safe, healthy and doing 
well. 

Summer used to be a great season 
of gratitude, celebration and together-
ness here at Holy Cross. There used to 
be so many Baptisms, Quinceañeras, 
Weddings, Graduations, 1st Holy  
Communions and Confirmations. The 
Covid-19 pandemic has changed all of 
that. Many of those events have either 
been postponed or cancelled.

 We have started our 1st Holy 
Communion and Confirmation 
Celebrations. We will have two 1st 
Holy Communions at all weekend 
masses. There will be a special mass 
on Saturdays for six to ten 1st Holy 
Communion children. 

Confirmation will be held on all 
Fridays at 5:30 p.m. for ten candidates 
each. Please contact the parish office to 
schedule. 

There is no doubt the Covid-19 
Pandemic has dramatically altered life. 
Families and Communities are in a 
great deal of anxiety and stress. Among 
all the care and precautions we take, 
it is most important to remember that 
God’s grace is relentless, unconditional 
and effective.

There is an opportunity in every 
crisis. This is a time to re-affirm our 
faith and trust in God’s nearness. Find 
time to experience God’s accompany-
ing presence in life. For those of you 
who do not make it to Sunday masses, 
please join us on Tuesday through 
Friday masses at 12 noon. 

Parents, youth, children, sponsors 
and dear volunteer teachers, please 
know that you are in my thoughts and 
prayers.

With love & prayers,
 
Father Jose

part. Preparing the soil is the challenge. 
Tilling, mulching, enriching, and building 
up the nutrients are all required for good 
fruit. Then after the seeds are planted, 
more care is required in order to maintain 
that healthy, nutrient rich environment for 
those seeds to sprout, grow, and flourish. 
God happily sows the seeds of his Word. 
What do we do with them?

If we expect to be a passive bystander 
and have good fruit magically grow, we 
are mistaken. Bearing the good fruit of 
God’s Word requires preparation and 
work. We have to cultivate the soil of our 
lives so that those seeds can find a proper 
home. This one thing alone takes a great 
deal of patience, time, and effort. What 
kind of preparation have we put into our 

Meditation
From Page 1

Prayerful greetings to you from Holy Cross Catholic Community

lives so that we can be a recipient 
of God’s seed? It takes a great deal 
of soul-searching and ego-check-
ing to properly prepare. God is the 
ever faithful and persistent sower. If 
the seeds do not bear fruit the first 
time, God will come back time and 
time again, giving it another try.

If we have created a suitable 
bed for sowing, then once the seed 
is sown, we must properly maintain 
them. What is our maintenance 
plan for the seeds of God’s Word? 
We need not only a source for water 
but a watering schedule. We need 
to weed, aerate the soil, nurture the 
young plants, protect them, and 
provide proper nutrients. What 
does our spiritual maintenance plan 
look like? If we have done all things 
well, imagine what the seeds of 
God’s Word could produce in us!

“The world is changed by your 
example, not by your opinion.”  
 –  Paulo Coelho

Blessed 
and 

Thankful

We are very pleased to 
announce that a special group of 
adults will be receiving, or complet-
ing, the Sacraments of Initiation on 
July 22 during a Mass to be held at 
6:30 p.m.  

Kelsey Donohoe and Tayla 
Malone will be Baptized, 
Confirmed, and receive First 
Eucharist.  

Felipe Cervantes Avalos, Gale 
Cervantes Avalos, and Marco 
Gonzalez-Perez will be Confirmed.  

Please keep them in your 
prayers.  

Sacraments
of Initiation

Centering Prayer will begin meetings again every 
first and third Thursday of the month. at 6:30 p.m. to 
8 p.m. Next meeting will be Thursday, July 16.



July 12, 2020                                               Holy Cross Catholic Community                                                           Page 3

First Communions –  
We are excited to announce 
we have begun schedul-
ing 1st Communions. 
Although the same health 
guidelines apply, we are 
trying our very best to 
accommodate families 
with maximum flexibility.  
Families may choose to 
receive sacrament either 
on designated dates and 
times where 8 people per family will be 
welcome, you may choose a special mass 
where 50 people per family will be wel-
come or you may choose any weekend 
mass with limited availability of two 
First Communions per mass. To sched-
ule, please contact Patricia Barth at 530-
807-7049, hcdre.holycross@gmail.com or 
for RCIC contact the parish Office.

Please choose from the following 
dates:

v Special Mass July 11, 2 p.m./ Vigil 
Mass 5 p.m.

v All Masses July 12  
v Special Mass July 18, 2 p.m./ Vigil 

Mass 5 p.m.
v All Masses July 19  
v Special Mass July 25, 2 p.m./ Vigil 

Mass 5 p.m.
v All Masses July 26  
v Special Mass August 1 2 p.m./

Vigil Mass 5 p.m.
v All Masses August  2 
v Special Mass August 8 2 p.m./

Vigil Mass 5 p.m.
v All Masses August  9 
  Primeras Comuniones – 
Nos gustaría anunciar que ya 

comenzamos a programar las prim-

eras comuniones a partir 
del 27 de junio del 2020. 
Aunque se aplican las 
mismas pautas de salud, 
estamos haciendo todo lo 
posible para acomodar a 
las familias con la máxima 
flexibilidad. Las familias 
pueden decidir recibir el 
sacramento, ya sea en las 
fechas y horarios designa-
dos donde serán bienveni-

das 8 personas por familia, puede elegir 
una misa especial donde serán bien-
venidas 50 personas por familia o puede 
elegir cualquier misa communitaria con 
disponibilidad limitada de 2 Primeras 
Comuniones por misa. Para programar, 
comuníquese con Patricia Barth al 530-
807-7049, hcdre.holycross@gmail.com o 
la oficina al 775-358-2544.

v Misa especial 11 de julio 2 pm/ 
Misa de vigilia 5 pm 

v Todas las misas comunitarias el 
12 de julio 

v Misa especial 18 de julio 2 pm/ 
Misa de vigilia a las 5 pm

v Todas las misas comunitarias 19 
de julio 

v Misa especial 25 de julio 2 pm/ 
Misa de vigilia 5 pm 

v Todas las misas comunitarias 26 
de julio

v Misa especial 1 de agosto 2 pm/ 
Misa de vigilia 5 pm 

v Todas las misas comunitarias 2 de 
agosto

v Misa especial 8 de agosto / Misa 
de vigilia 5 pm 

v Todas las misas comunitarias 9 de 
agosto

Saturday, 5 p.m.
End Abortion and Respect All Life 
Req. by Save The Holy Innocents
Sunday, 8 a.m. 
Martin James Dively V Req. by 
Margaret Dively 
Sunday, 10 a.m.
Gail La Brie V Req. by Mary 
Neuhoff
Sunday, Noon
Juan Jacuinde V Req. by Encuentro 
Matrimonial 
Sunday, 4:30 p.m.
Parish Family            
Tuesday, Noon 
Raymond Oliveira V Req. by 
Marian Lindsey     
Wednesday, Noon
Jim Rohn V Req. by Lucy  
Thursday, Noon
Michael Fournier V Req. by 
Fournier Family 
Friday, Noon
Scott Barney V Req. by Padilla 
Family
Saturday, July 18
Rory Casale V Req. by Kim Rust

Please bring mask and 
 practice social distancing

Mass 
Intentions

Week Ending June 28, 2020
Sunday Offering $ 3,690.37
Religious Education $    ––––
Mass Intentions  $    430.00
Capital Campaign $    211.00
The Ascension    $       5.00
Catholic Home Mission  $     35.00
Total    $ 4,366.37

Weekly Offering

Thank you to all those volun-
teers who stopped by Holy Cross 
last week to help produce our 
latest mailing to parishioners!

Wear a face covering.
Wash your hands often with soap 

and water for at least 20 seconds. Or, 
use an alcohol-based hand-sanitizer 
containing at least 60% alcohol. 

Avoid touching your mouth, nose, 
and eyes with unwashed hands.

Cover your cough or sneeze with a 
tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash.

Clean and disinfect frequently 
touched objects and surfaces including: 
desks, tables, countertops, sinks, door 
handles, faucets, railings, phones, bath-

rooms and rooms. Use alcoholbased 
products to disinfect surfaces.

Stay home when you are sick, 
except to get medical care. Call your 
doctor before going in to get checked so 
they are aware of your condition. Avoid 
close contact with people who are sick. 
Remember to stay calm and practice 
good hygiene. Reach out to your local 
health department or medical provider 
with any questions.

For more information please visit: 
http://dpbh.nv.gov/coronavirus/

Steps to take to avoid Coronavirus
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Total Number of Pledges: 188
Amount Pledged: $93,696
Pledge Down Payments and full 
amount: $34,220
Amount paid directly to the 
Diocese: $28,056
Total paid: $62,276
Balance due on pledges: $31,420 

THANK YOU to all who have 
pledged towards the Catholic 
Service Appeal for 2020. If you 
have not yet done so or are a 
new family to our parish, please 
consider making a pledge to help 
with this campaign.

CSA 2020 Campaign
Family Catechesis – All are welcome

Families who are looking forward to 
growing in faith and belonging or partici-
pating in a community. This program is for 
you. That is Faith formation and community 
participation. Children will receive 1st Holy 
Communion, High School youth will receive 
the sacrament of Confirmation and adults 
to complete their sacraments of initiation, 
if any and become “missionary disciples”. 
Mass attendance during weekends and par-
ticipation in a weekly faith formation session 
are required. There will be a donation very 
affordable. 
Catequesis familiar: todos son bienvenidos

Familias que desean crecer en la fe y 
pertenecer o participar en una comunidad. 
Este programa es para ti. Esa es la formación 
de Fe y la participación comunitaria. Los 
niños recibirán la Primera Comunión, los 
jóvenes de secundaria recibirán el sacramento 
de la Confirmación y los adultos para comple-
tar sus sacramentos de iniciación, si los hay, y 
se convertirán en “discípulos misioneros”. Se 
requiere asistencia a misa durante los fines de 
semana y participación en una sesión semanal 
de formación en la fe. La donación será muy 
aquesible.

RCIA and RCIC 
– Sacraments will take 
place in either late June or 
early Fall. We will contact 
all families to keep them 
updated on expected 
dates. It is our wish to 
celebrate the sacraments 
of initiation together while 
keeping the safety and 
health guidelines. Keep praying while we 
patiently wait.

RCIA y RCIC – Los sacramentos se 
llevarán a cabo a fines de junio o principios 
de otoño. Nos comunicaremos con todas las 
familias para mantenerlos actualizados en 
las fechas esperadas. Es nuestro deseo cel-
ebrar juntos los sacramentos de iniciación 
manteniendo la seguridad y salud de todos. 
Siguimos orando mientras esperamos paci-
entemente.

Confirmation
Congratulations! We are 

very pleased to announce the 
Celebration of 
the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. It will 
be held at 6 p.m. on 
all Fridays in July. 
Each candidate is 
welcome to invite 
four guests (parents, 
godparent, siblings) 
to the Ceremony. 
Only 10 candidates 
will be confirmed at each mass. 
Candidates and sponsors are 
expected to be at the church 30 
minutes before for a rehearsal. If 
candidates would like to receive 
the sacrament of reconciliation, 
please stop by on Saturdays at 
4 p.m. Kindly contact the parish 
office to schedule. Thank you and 
God Bless you!

Please choose from the follow-
ing available dates: 

Friday, July 17 
Friday, July 24 
Friday, July 31 
To schedule, please contact 

Elizabeth Martinez at emart.holy-

cross@gmail.com or the office at 
775-358-2544. 

Confirmación 
¡Felicidades! 

Estamos muy con-
tentos de anunciar 
la Celebración del 
Sacramento de la 
Confirmación. Se 
llevará a cabo a las 6 
pm todos los viernes 
en julio de 2020. Cada 
candidato puede invi-
tar a cuatro invitados 

(padres, padrino/a, hermanos) a 
la Ceremonia. Solo se confirmarán 
10 candidatos en cada misa. Se 
espera que los candidatos y padri-
nos estén en la iglesia 30 minutos 
antes para un ensayo. Si los candi-
datos desean recibir el sacramento 
de la reconciliación, pasen los 
sábados a las 4 p.m. Póngase en 
contacto con la oficina parroquial 
para programar. ¡Gracias y que 
Dios los bendiga!

Por favor elija entre las 
siguientes fechas disponibles: 

Viernes 17 de julio 
Viernes 24 de julio 
Viernes 31 de julio 

"As Disciples of Jesus Christ, our mission at Holy Cross is to be known 
by the love we have for one another. The Faithful – journeying together 

in Prayer, Friendship and Service.”

Congratulations Grads! 
Graduation Mass is July  12 at the 10 a.m. and 12 

p.m. If you graduated this year, we invite you to this 
special mass. Please contact the office with your name 
and the mass you plan to attend. 

La misa de graduación será el 12 de julio a las 10am o 12pm. Si te 
graduaste este año, te invitamos a esta misa especial. Comuníquese con 
la oficina con su nombre y la misa a la que planea asistir.
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Pray for Members of our Parish Family
Joshua Alarcon
Sandra Askins
Scott Anderson
Deacon Tony Baptista
Veronica Briggs
Nicholas Bushgens
Richard Chase
Benjamin Chavez
Pat Copple
Jackie DaMichele
Sandi DaSilveora
Patsy Dearing
James De Leon
Donald Dixon
Jim Ellis
Connie Foxwell
Rosemary Geis
Adoralice Gibeau
Annie GreAco
Dan Gustafson
Mary Fran Hamilton
Allan Hanssen
Bill Henderson
Donna Hilary
Jeanette Jesch
Kenneth Jones

Jose Jordana
Richard Kihs
Jennifer Krush
Richard Kunold
Sebastian Laird
Maria Larsen
Desiree & Zachary 
Lintz
Rebekah Lucey
Lisa Lyninger
Tony Martinez
Dwight McKemy
Judy Medek

Mary Merucci
Joyce Montgomery
Lori O’Connor
Sandra Ortiz
Bob Patterson
Berta Perez
Remi Plummer
Travis Porter
Becky Prevost
Howard Richner
Maria Rodriguez
Marie Rogers
Chris & Sam 

Salisbury
 Rene Salomon
Erick Smith
Nanette Smith
Carey Snyder
Frank Stewart
Brianna Stuart
Vincent Stuart
Isaac Vargas
Bill Wehinger
Bob Wolf
Sean Wolff
Steve Woods

Special Celebrations are now open 
for scheduling. Please contact the office 
for special masses. We will have maxi-
mum flexibility for scheduling. 

Ya estamos apartando misas espe-
ciales, bodas, quinceañeras, bautizos o 
misas privadas. Por favor de contactar 
a la oficina para más información sobre 
horarios y donaciones.

Upcoming Calendar
Saturday, July 11, First Communions,    
2 p.m. , Reconciliation, 4 p.m.
Sunday, July 12, Graduation Mass,       
10 a.m. and Noon
Tuesday, July 14, Noon Mass
Wednesday, July 15, Noon Mass
Thursday, July 16, Noon Mass,
Centering Prayer, 6:30 p.m.
Friday, July 17, Noon Mass
Confirmation Rehearsals, 5:30 p.m.; 
Confirmation Ceremony, 6 p.m.
Saturday, July 18, First Communions,    
2 p.m., Reconciliation, 4 p.m.
Tuesday, July 21, Noon Mass
Wednesday, July 22, Noon Mass
RCIA Ceremony, 6:30 p.m.

Ponderosa Council has been 
providing meals to the needy in 
our community for over eight years 
through the R.I.S.E. and Dine pro-
gram. The Council’s success on 
delivering meals depends largely on 
the generosity of volunteers to plan, 
buy, cook and/or help serve meals to 
the less fortunate of our community. 

The next food service initiative 
is scheduled for Saturday, July 25 at 
1905 East 4th (at Thelke St.) in Reno.  
Show up time is 4:30 p.m.  COVID-

19 rules may mandate passing out 
food in paper bags at the gate for the 
safety of all.  

The theme is American Picnic: 
hot dogs, buns, chips, pasta salad, 
condiment packets, cookies and 
bottled water.  One does not need to 
be a Knight to donate food, bottled 
water and/or volunteer.  

Contact Andrew Martonyi at 
(818) 693-2188 for more information 
on how best you can help feed the 
needy.

First Communions
Isaiah Rios, Isabel 

Ruiz, Devon Garcia, 
Adliany Plascencia

Baptisms
Amaya Emma Luna, 

Dominic Silva-Lopez,    
Lea Perez, Lexi Elena 
Jaymes

Congratulations
to our youth

Ponderosa Council is pleased 
to announce the following 2020 
Graduating Senior College 
Scholarship recipients:

From Bishop Manogue Catholic 
High School:  Viktor M. Cruz-
Calderon.  From Spanish Springs 
High School: Olivia R. Lambdin, 
Magadalene A. Lee, Mackenzie V. 
Lee, and Jonathan J. Lee.

Donoven 
DeRicco received 
the Council’s 2020 
Bishop Manogue 
Scholastic 
Financial 
Assistance award.

We wish 
them all success in their scholastic 
endeavors.

Scholarship recipients announced

Baptism Classes
Baptism classes for parents and 

godparents will resume every 2nd 
Sunday of the month at 11 a.m. Next 
baptism class will be July 12. Please call 
the office to register for classes.

Clases de Bautizo
Las clases de bautismo para padres 

y padrinos se reanudarán cada segundo 
y cuarto Domingo del mes a las 1 p.m. 
La próxima clase será el 28 de Junio. Por 
favor de registrarse para la clase hablan-
do a la oficina. 

Consider helping feed others with RISE program
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Al & Lori Moulliet
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