
Pastor, Father Jose Issac

Holy Cross 
Catholic Community

Many people in our world are 
hungry and thirsty. This hunger 
and thirst go well beyond physical 
needs for food, security, and shelter. 
Many are emotionally and spiritu-
ally parched, too. Behind every act 
of violence is a soul who hungers. 
People live with relationships that 
actually starve them. They are 
abused, exploited, disrespected, 
laughed at, and marginalized. There 
is a lot of confusion and inner pain 
that needs to be acknowledged and 
expressed. We all long to be under-
stood and loved, even when our 

inner demons or who I am make 
it difficult to be. Do you live with 
inner confusion and pain? Folks 
often wander through life without 
any real direction or purpose and 
take their cues from what seems sat-
isfying or popular at the moment. 
The deeper dots of our lives can 
easily remain unconnected, and we 
can find ourselves without ground-
ing, purpose, or real happiness. Life 
becomes shallow and without real 
purpose as we hunger and thirst for 

See MEDITATION on page 4

Ministries & 
Parish Groups

Adult  Faith Formation: Father Jose
Altar Servers: Angela Malone and Amanda Higley 
Baptism Class: 
(Eng): Libby Hoops 223-2809
(Span): Yrma Plascencia and Herbert Melendez
Bulletin: Angela Mann 475-0515
Centering Prayer: Mark Miskulin 425-9260
Children’s Liturgy: Diane Padilla 
Joy Group: Gretchen Oney 432-1108 
and Olga Jones 626-0770
Knights of Columbus: Chuck Goucher 622-4800
Lectors: John Bell 331-0377
Marriage Preparation: Father Jose
Nursing Home Ministry: Gretchen Oney, 432-
1108
Parish Council: Sue Wolff 678-654-3535
R.C.I.A.: Bobbi Joyce, 772-0023, 
and Roxy McKee, 530-2246
Respect Life: Mike Morris 722-3789 
Women's Group: Lynn Histing 626-2923
and Debbie Schiwart 626-7196

Mass Schedule
Saturday: 5 p.m.
Sunday: 8 a.m., 10 a.m., 12 p.m. Noon (Spanish 
Mass), and 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday through Friday: 12 p.m. Noon 
Reconciliation: Saturday 4 p.m. 

Parish Staff
Parish Secretary: Elizabeth Martinez
Religious Education, K-8: Patricia Barth
Associate Assistant: Lucy Villanueva
Confirmation Assistant: Elizabeth Martinez
Building & Grounds: Randy Roberts
Janitorial Service: Diamond Shine

5650 Vista Boulevard, Sparks, Nevada 89436
Parish Phone: 775-358-2544 

Parish Fax: 775-626-8281
Parish email:  hccchurch@sbcglobal.net

Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Saturday: 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.    
Sunday: 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

With God, all things are possible 

August 2, 2020
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Next Week’s Team
August 8, 5 p.m. 

L: Gene Seidlitz, John Kadlic
EM: Earlene Rummel, Nik 
Shulenberger, Jim Shaw
Greeter: Bob Bertschiner
Usher: Ernie Rodriguez

August 9, 8 a.m.
L: Sierra Higley, Jessica Guzman
EM: John Bell, Bob Holleman, Lisa 
Holleman
Greeters: Galindo Family
Usher: Amanda Higley

August 9, 10 a.m. 
L: Herbert Melendez, Joe Haggarty
EM: Mike Rosemark, Jim Kester, 
Donald Merucci
Greeters: Doug and Jennifer 
Ocheltree
Usher: Tony Pagano

August 9, noon
L: Julieta Urias, Icela Villanueva
EM: Iovana Robles, Sandra Ortiz, 
Martha Flores 
Greeters: Encuentro Matrimonial 

August 9, 4:30 p.m.
L: Doug Parry, Ophelia Wilson
EM: Kathleen Fralick, Sara Naegele, 
Noreen Parry
Greeter: Lisa Halper
Usher: Ophelia Wilson

Our Liturgical 
Team

Covid-19 pandemic has brought in 
tremendous disruptions in almost all 
aspects of our lives. Our relationships, 
our sense of community and the way 
we gather together to worship  have 
all been changed. Holy Cross Catholic 
Community is no exception.

Ever since we moved into Phase 
II of the reopening plan, we have been 
offering nine Eucharistic celebrations: 
five during weekend and four during 
weekdays. All but two of the Masses 
are attended by less than 50 people. We 
have been following all guidelines from 
the Diocese required to have in-person 
liturgical celebrations.

From Easter through the end of 
summer used to be the busiest time at 
Holy Cross. Baptisms, Quinceañeras, 
Weddings, 1st Holy Communions, 
Confirmation, RCIA, social and com-
munity events and fundraisers have all 
been postponed or cancelled because 
of this pandemic. What we are having, 
have become celebrations in smaller 
groups. 

Setting up for the smaller celebra-
tions has become a huge task. The wor-
ship area seating arrangement has to be 
reconfigured for each occasion. It is an 
intensely physical and consuming ordeal 
with practically no help.

The priest and the parish staff work 
harder and harder. The parish expenses 
have remained the same. Most of the 
other sources of income have ended. 
Offertory remains the only source of 
income that has dropped significantly.

Why am I writing these things? It all 
sounds a bit negative and disappointing. 
It is true, but that is not my intention.

At this time, we do not know when 

we will be back to normal again, or 
when will we be able to get to a “new 
normal.” Let us wait.

One thing I am convinced! This is 
our Sabbath! This is a sacred pause. A 
time for reflection and prayer. This crisis 
provides us with a great opportunity to 
be thankful for everything we have and 
to deepen our prayer life; because we 
need them both. And every other person 
is in need of our prayer too.

For staff, volunteers or ministry 
heads, it is a time to revisit what they 
do and ask themselves how their min-
istry helps to build relationships and 
enhances the sense of community. In 
this time of transition, they are called to 
be mindful of being kind, compassionate 
and welcoming and to practice excellent 
hospitality and remember to accompany 
all those who walk in.

Increase participation. Avoid taking 
over. If they find that they are short of 
a lector or a Eucharistic Minister look 
for one in the congregation. Pray mass 
responses loud so that they are able to 
hear themselves. 

At this time, I ask all members of 
our community to prayerfully do an 
audit of the gifts that God has blessed 
them with and be on a soul search for an 
unmet need in the community and pray 
to the Holy Spirit to create a ministry or 
service that comes out of the union of 
both.

Prayer is perhaps the most trans-
formative ministry in building up 
relationships and fostering the sense of 
Community.

With love and  prayers,
Father Jose

Prayerful greetings to you from Holy Cross Catholic Community

Blessed 
and 

Thankful

Upcoming Calendar

Saturday, August 1, Baptism, 1 p.m.
Tuesday, August 4, Noon Mass
Wednesday, August 5, Noon Mass, 
RCIC Ceremony
Thursday, August 6, Noon Mass
Friday, August 7, Anointing for 
Healing, 9 a.m.; First Friday 
Adoration, 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Saturday August 8, Quinceanera, 
11:30 a.m., Baptisms, 1 p.m., 
Reconciliation, 4 p.m.

““The function of prayer is not to 
influence God, but rather to change the 
nature of the one who prays.”

             – Soren Kierkegaard

  

Special 
Celebrations 
are now open 
for scheduling. 
Please contact the office for special 
masses. We will have maximum flex-
ibility for scheduling. 

Ya estamos 
apartando misas 
especiales, bodas, 
quinceañeras, bau-

tizos o misas privadas. Por favor de con-
tactar a la oficina para más información 
sobre horarios y donaciones.



AdorAtion of the 
Blessed sAcrAment

Anointing for heAling

You are invited on Friday, August 7, to 
join us on the first Friday 

of each month from 
9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. to sit 

with the Lord and pray 
for Vocations, 

Peace in our Lives, Peace in Our World 
and Respect Life, Parish Unity 

Anointing for Healing will be at 9 a.m. on Friday, August 7 
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Saturday, 5 p.m.
Harry Loranger Req. by Sally 
Loranger
Sunday, 8 a.m. 
Robert Collins V Req. by Knights 
of Columbus  
Sunday, 10 a.m.
Jane Rufino V Req. by Telles 
Family  
Sunday, Noon
Melany Vargas Birthday Req. by 
Holy Cross  
Sunday, 4:30 p.m.
Rory Casale V Req. by Kim Rust            
Tuesday, Noon 
Roberto Vallar V and Rufino 
Palacol V Req. by Family     
Wednesday, Noon
Patricia Hereid V and Tim Hoene 
V Req. by Gordon and Barbra 
Giersch  
Thursday, Noon
Bob Taris V Req. by Gretchen 
Oney 
Friday, Noon
Robert Deyo V Req. by Janet 
Simpkins
Saturday, August 8
Maelynn Mclauchlin V Req. by 
Herman and Dorothy Martinez

Please bring mask and 
 practice social distancing

Mass 
Intentions

Week Ending July 19, 2020
Sunday Offering $ 4,211.62
Women’s Grp Gift Cabinet $       23.00
Mass Intentions  $   755.00
Peter’s Pence  $   114.00
The Assumption $      5.00
Total    $ 5,108.62

Weekly Offering

Liturgical ministers: If you 
are able to volunteer, please call 
the office or email hccc.liturgi-
calministers@gmail.com with 
your name, phone number and 
the Mass you are able to volun-
teer at. 

Please remember the 
following guidelines for the 
weekend liturgical celebra-
tions.

1. The ideal is to have two 
lectors. If one lector is absent, 
kindly recruit another lector 
from among the congrega-
tion.

2. The first lector instead 
of “processing in” to do the 
welcoming, please be seated 
by the pulpit or Ambo. As the 
bell is rung, he or she may get 
up to go to the ambo to do 
the “welcoming”

3. It is very important not 
to adjust the pulpit micro-
phone. Instead, the lector 
may please adjust himself or 
herself.

4. Until we move into 
Phase Three of the re-open-
ing plan, we will have three 
bread ministers only. Two of 
them will distribute the Holy 
Communion in front of the 
altar and the 3rd minister will 
go to the class room.

5. Please limit yourself to 
one ministry only if that can 
be done.

Your generous participa-
tion is well appreciated. 

As we continue to hold more cele-
brations during this summer season, we 
ask that you make sure you are symp-
tom free before attending the functions 
for the safety of others. 

Some Symptoms of Infection are:
l Fever of 100.4 or higher
l Sore throat
l Loss of taste or smell

l Unexplained cough, headache, fatigue, 
or body aches
l If you’ve had contact with someone 
who has been diagnose with, or who 
may have symptoms associated with 
COVID 19
l Foreign Travel

Thank you for your understanding 
and consideration.

Help us stay safe from coronavirus

Lectors and 
Eucharistic 
Ministers

  

Baptism Classes
Baptism classes for parents and godparents 

will resume every 2nd Sunday of the month at 11 
a.m. Next baptism class will be August 9. Please 
call the office to register for classes.

Clases de Bautizo
Las clases de bautismo para padres y padrinos 

se reanudarán cada segundo y cuarto Domingo 
del mes a las 1 p.m. La próxima clase será el 9 
de Agosto. Por favor de registrarse para la clase 
hablando a la oficina. 

Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on 
Saturdays at 1 p.m. Only five children will be 
Baptized at this time. Each family is allowed to 
invite a maximum of 10 participants only.  Families 
will be seated separately in order to keep social dis-
tancing. 

All who attend are required to sign in, wear 
mask and practice social distancing. Individual bap-
tisms are not encouraged unless there are excep-
tional circumstances. 

We appreciate your kind understanding. 

Sacrament 
of Baptism
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Family Catechesis – All are welcome
Families who are looking forward 

to growing in faith and belonging or 
participating in a community. This pro-
gram is for you. That is Faith formation 
and community participation. Children 
will receive 1st Holy Communion, High 
School youth will receive the sacrament 
of Confirmation and adults to complete 
their sacraments of initiation, if any 
and become “missionary disciples”. 
Mass attendance during weekends and 
participation in a weekly faith forma-
tion session are required. There will be 
a donation very affordable. 

Catequesis familiar: todos son bien-
venidos

Familias que desean crecer en la 
fe y pertenecer o participar en una 
comunidad. Este programa es para ti. 
Esa es la formación de Fe y la partici-
pación comunitaria. Los niños recibirán 
la Primera Comunión, los jóvenes de 
secundaria recibirán el sacramento 
de la Confirmación y los adultos para 
completar sus sacramentos de inici-
ación, si los hay, y se convertirán en 
“discípulos misioneros”. Se requiere 
asistencia a misa durante los fines de 
semana y participación en una ses-
ión semanal de formación en la fe. La 
donación será muy aquesible.

First Communions
Jessie Martinez
Joshua Martinez
Orlando Gonzalez
Anthony Laguna Jr
Alberto Adrian Ramirez
Marissa Ambriz Rodriguez
Naomi Ambriz Rodriguez
Yurem Fletes Hernandez
Adanali Garcia
Jacqueline Golden
Vanessa Golden
Eduardo Hernandez Lopez
Charlie Soto
Brendalyn Becerra
Nailene Cortes
Cesar Daniel Franco Herrera 

Baptisms
Emiliano Gomez 
Maldonado
Leilany Romero
Nikkos and Lilly 
Ramirez

Congratulations
to our youth

Confirmation: Please join us 
in congratulating the youth of 
our Parish who have received the 
Sacrament of Confirmation on   
July  24:

Adriana Alba
Gabriela Alba
Heidi Anavisca
Alexa Arellano
Naomi Ambriz Rodriguez
Melanie Avalos Chavez
Tomas Feltes Hernandez
Iván Galindo
Amy Medina Palomares
Jasmín Moran Garcia
Emily Silis

Let’s keep them in our prayers 
as they go forth in their spiritual 
journey.

In these unprecedented times, we understand that you may not be in our 
chairs every Sunday due to illness or the desire to avoid contact with others. 
However, now more than ever, as we face this health crisis together, we need 
your continued generous support. 

In your absence, know we are praying for you and your families. In the 
meantime, we encourage you to set up a recurring donation using our online giv-
ing platform as your donations are still needed. Will you make the commitment 
to support our community during this health crisis through online giving today?

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT
May God Protect and Bless You All, Parish Staff

an ultimate love.
It’s easier to see the physical hungers and 

thirsts. We try to respond to these as best we 
can. Much more needs to be done. With all 
that God’s earth can provide, nobody ought to 
face sleep at night with a belly that’s empty. 
It’s sinful. It’s unjust. But isn’t all hunger 
unjust? It doesn’t need to be, and it should 
not be. Just as no one ought to be physically 
hungry and thirsty, there is really no need to 
be emotionally or spiritually deficient either. If 
we have more privileges at our fingertips, it is 
easier to try to satisfy our emotional and spiri-
tual hungers and thirst by acting on impulse 
or self-indulgence, carelessly following pas-

Meditation
From Page 1

sions, or by seeking self-destructive 
ways to dull the ache of emptiness.

Folks need to know where to look 
for nourishment and need the right 
friends to help them find it. We may not 
think that we have enough to respond 
to and to satisfy all of the needs, but we 
do. It doesn’t take much. Five loaves 
and two fish provided for a huge 
crowd. With God, all things are possi-
ble. Our faith provides the direction for 
where God’s children must go to find 
the nourishment they seek. It also tells 
us how to structure life so that justice 
and equity can be a reality for all. It also 
tells us how to respond to pain, sinful-
ness, and confusion. Come to the water 
and then help another get there.
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Pray for Members of our Parish Family
Joshua Alarcon
Sandra Askins
Scott Anderson
Deacon Tony Baptista
Veronica Briggs
Nicholas Bushgens
Richard Chase
Benjamin Chavez
Pat Copple
Jackie DaMichele
Sandi DaSilveora
Patsy Dearing
James De Leon
Donald Dixon
Jim Ellis
Connie Foxwell
Rosemary Geis
Adoralice Gibeau
Annie GreAco
Dan Gustafson
Mary Fran Hamilton
Allan Hanssen
Bill Henderson
Donna Hilary
Jeanette Jesch
Kenneth Jones

Jose Jordana
Richard Kihs
Jennifer Krush
Richard Kunold
Sebastian Laird
Maria Larsen
Desiree & Zachary 
Lintz
Rebekah Lucey
Lisa Lyninger
Tony Martinez
Dwight McKemy
Judy Medek

Mary Merucci
Joyce Montgomery
Lori O’Connor
Sandra Ortiz
Bob Patterson
Berta Perez
Remi Plummer
Travis Porter
Becky Prevost
Howard Richner
Maria Rodriguez
Marie Rogers
Chris & Sam Salisbury
 Rene Salomon
Erick Smith
Nanette Smith
Carey Snyder
Frank Stewart
Brianna Stuart
Vincent Stuart
Isaac Vargas
Bill Wehinger
Bob Wolf
Sean Wolff
Steve Woods

RCIC –  We will contact all fami-
lies to keep them updated on expected 
dates. It is our wish to celebrate the 
sacraments of initiation together while 
keeping the safety and health guide-
lines. Keep praying while we patiently 
wait.

RCIC –  Nos comunicaremos con 
todas las familias para mantenerlos 
actualizados en las fechas esperadas. Es 
nuestro deseo celebrar juntos los sac-
ramentos de iniciación manteniendo la 
seguridad y salud de todos. Siguimos 
orando mientras esperamos paciente-
mente.

2020 Goal: $80,687
Total Number of Pledges: 188
Amount Pledged: $93,696
Pledge Down Payments and full 
amount: $66,359
Amount paid to the Diocese: $29,947
Total paid: $64,167

Balance due on pledges: $27,337 
THANK YOU to all who have 

pledged towards the Catholic Service 
Appeal for 2020. If you have not yet 
done so or are a new family to our 
parish, please consider making a 
pledge.

CSA 2020 Campaign

Catechist – root meaning 
is…”one who echoes” …echo and re-
echo the story of Jesus.

I was wondering, how did Becky 
hear the stories of Jesus in an echo 
walking through the halls here at 
Holy Cross, taking her daughter, 
Bryn to 1st grade, that she was also 
teaching, 7 short years ago; perhaps it 
was an echo? 

Our Catechists come from all 
walks of life: stay-at-home moms 
and dads, teachers, students, IT field, 
business owners, nurses, and doc-
tors, if you ‘see’ where I’m going 
with this. Few come with any special 

training to ‘the job. But each person 
brings his or her own gifts and love 
of Jesus story and the need to echo it 
to the future of the church. And it is 
this extortionary diversity that keeps 
this ministry attuned especially now 
to the ever- changing needs for our 
youngest disciples of Christ.

What is a Catechist? Who are 
these people? If you were asked to 
look around your parish and find 
a catechist, you might wonder: Am 
I looking for a priest, a deacon or a 
sister? What does a catechist look 
like? Where would I find one? Once 
I found one, what greeting should 

Catechist hears the call of God

RCIC:  There is a special group of 
Children and Youth that will be receiv-
ing their Sacraments of Initiation this 
coming month on August 5, 2020 at  6 
p.m. They have been preparing for 
their special day for two years now 
and have been anxiously awaiting to 
receive their Sacraments of Initiation. 
Please keep these children and youth in 
your thoughts and prayers:

Jazmin Sarai Serrano
Joselyn Aguirre
Bella Guerrero
Juan Guerrero

Youth to receive 
Sacrament of Initation

I use? A catechist 
looks just like you. 
You would find the 
catechist walking 
down the street, 
going to work or 
sitting next to you 
at church. So, be 
careful when you 
get angry at a one of 
the lay ministers, he or she might just 
be a catechist.

Yet still another prolific writer 
you might have heard of - Jorge Mario 
Bergoglio, Our Holy Father, in a quote, 
I think written just for you, Becky, he 
says, “The Church needs you. Your 
enthusiasm. Your creativity and the 
joy that is so characteristic of YOU” … 
Becky Humphreys; we couldn’t agree 
more. Thank you for sharing with all 
of us, your gifts!
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Catherine
Casteel
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Al & Lori Moulliet
• Commercial Voice Overs

• Audio Books
• Website Video

• E Learning
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LLC
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 DNS Developments DNS Developments
Steve Schiwart – President and CEOSteve Schiwart – President and CEO
A Nevada LLCA Nevada LLC

Home Improvement and Handyman ServicesHome Improvement and Handyman Services
Decks, Patios and Covers, Pergolas, Bathrooms, Tile,Decks, Patios and Covers, Pergolas, Bathrooms, Tile,
Light Electrical, Fence Repair, Closets, Drywall RepairsLight Electrical, Fence Repair, Closets, Drywall Repairs
775-530-1829 | steve.schiwart@gmail.com775-530-1829 | steve.schiwart@gmail.com
NV-20171266267NV-20171266267


