
Pastor, Father Jose Issac

Holy Cross 
Catholic Community

The only way to know God is 
to love God. Our minds will never 
fully grasp the mystery of God, 
but our hearts and souls can learn 
to love the mystery. Years ago, 
when life had a more innocent 
quality to it, we believed what 
we were told or witnessed, unless 
there was direct evidence other-
wise. This was especially true if 
the information came from some-
one in authority. In a sense, we 
were a bit more gullible on one 
hand but also more trusting on 
the other. The latter is an admi-

rable quality that sadly can be 
eroded when we realize we have 
been duped. With education and 
technological advances, we find 
ourselves more skeptical and less 
likely to too quickly accept and 
believe what we see and hear.

For all of the good that 
social media can do, it can also 
easily distort reality and truth. 
Photoshop and a myriad other 
technological truths can add to, 
fabricate, and make even the non-

See MEDITATION on page 2

Ministries & 
Parish Groups

Adult  Faith Formation: Father Jose
Altar Servers: Angela Malone and Amanda Higley 
Baptism Class: 
(Eng): Libby Hoops 223-2809
(Span): Yrma Plascencia and Herbert Melendez
Bulletin: Angela Mann 475-0515
Centering Prayer: Mark Miskulin 425-9260
Children’s Liturgy: Diane Padilla 
Joy Group: Gretchen Oney 432-1108 
and Olga Jones 626-0770
Knights of Columbus: Chuck Goucher 622-4800
Lectors: John Bell 331-0377
Marriage Preparation: Father Jose
Nursing Home Ministry: Gretchen Oney, 432-
1108
Parish Council: Sue Wolff 678-654-3535
R.C.I.A.: Bobbi Joyce, 772-0023, 
and Roxy McKee, 530-2246
Respect Life: Mike Morris 722-3789 
Women's Group: Lynn Histing 626-2923
and Debbie Schiwart 626-7196

Mass Schedule
Saturday: 5 p.m.
Sunday: 8 a.m., 10 a.m., 12 p.m. Noon (Spanish 
Mass), and 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday through Friday: 12 p.m. Noon 
Reconciliation: Saturday 4 p.m. 

Parish Staff
Parish Secretary: Elizabeth Martinez
Associate Assistant: Lucy Villanueva
Building & Grounds: Randy Roberts
Janitorial Service: Diamond Shine

5650 Vista Boulevard, Sparks, Nevada 89436
Parish Phone: 775-358-2544 

Parish Fax: 775-626-8281
Parish email:  hccchurch@sbcglobal.net

Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Saturday: 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.    
Sunday: 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

We know because it is true

August 23, 2020
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Next Week’s Team
August 29, 5 p.m. 

L: Ron McClain, Connor McClain
EM: Earlene Rummel, Bob 
Bertschinger, Kathy Wegner
AS: Conner and Cameron McClain
Greeter: Bob Bertschinger
Usher: Marcia McClain

August 30, 8 a.m.
L: Bob Holleman, Lisa Holleman
EM: John Bell, Veronica Alimurung, 
Gretchen Oney
AS: Sierra, Gracie, Hayley Higley
Greeters and Usher: Mike and 
Carla Morris

August 30, 10 a.m. 
L: Tony Pagano, Steve Schiwart
EM: Mike Rosemark, Jacqueline 
Bravo, Meliza Quispe
AS: Need servers
Greeters: Macasadia Family
Ushers: Meliza Quispe, Jacqui Bravo

August 30, noon
L: Iovanna Robles, Enrique Canseco
EM: Victoria Martinez, Chely 
Canseco, Mayra Pedraza 
AS: Need servers
Greeters: Encuentro Matrimonial 

August 30, 4:30 p.m.
L: Amy Nieminen, Marlene 
Humphreys
EM: Doug Parry, Noreen Parry, 
Gene Seidlitz
AS: Need servers
Greeter: Rose Luckey
Usher: Tom Cashell

Our Liturgical 
Team

Dear Parishioners, 

I hope and pray you and your loved 
ones are safe, healthy and doing well. 
Please know we pray for the health 
and well-being of all our families at all 
Masses.

I am writing this letter to let you 
know that we are accepting registra-
tions for children’s faith formation, 
Confirmation for youth, Come & See 
for children and youth who are older 
and unbaptized and RCIA for adults. 
Please note, those who have completed 
their 1st Year of First Communion and 
Confirmation formation, please register 
as soon as you can. Sunday August 23rd 
is the last day to register. The registra-
tion Fee is only 50 dollars.

This year, we may not have the 
classroom model faith formation. 
Therefore, parents may consider the fol-
lowing: 1. Are you willing to learn or 

refresh your knowledge of our faith? 2. 
Are you willing to spend at least one 
hour a week in faith formation with 
your family? 3. Are you willing to par-
ticipate in prayer and worship, which 
includes mass attendance? If your 
answer is ‘Yes’, please enroll your chil-
dren and youth.

We do have the regular weekend 
Masses. We are also having Masses 
Tuesday through Friday at 12 noon. 
Attendance is limited to 50 people. 
There is plenty of room for the weekday 
masses. Please join us.

This pandemic is our Sabbath. This 
is a sacred pause. A time for prayer and 
reflection. It is a time to be thankful and 
to deepen our personal prayer life. We 
need them both and every other person 
is    in need of our prayers too. Stay safe; 
Stay healthy!

With love and  prayers,
Father Jose

Prayerful greetings to you from Holy Cross Catholic Community

Blessed 
and 

Thankful

Upcoming Calendar
Saturday, August 22, Quinceanera, 
10 a.m., Quinceanera and First 
Communion, 11:30 a.m., Baptisms, 
1 p.m., Presentation, 2 p.m., 
Reconciliation 4 p.m. 
Sunday, August 23, Baptism Class 
(Spanish), 1 p.m.
Monday, August 24, Right Path Health 
Screening, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Tuesday, August 25-Friday, August 28, 
Noon Mass
Saturday, August 29, Baptisms 1 p.m.
First Communion and Baptism Mass,  
2 p.m., Reconciliation, 4 p.m.

  

existent seem real. It is amazing. How 
far do we allow this obviously justifiable 
skepticism to take us? Questioning and 
doubting are healthy elements of any 
good relationship as long as we don’t 
allow them to turn us away from a deeper 
experience of love and encounter. If we 
cannot get our minds around something 
or empirically justify or prove it, we tend 
to declare it a hoax, untrue, or unauthen-
tic and walk away. The very same trust 
that can quickly be eroded is exactly what 
is essential for all of our relationships, 
especially our relationship with God. 
With all things and people that make a 
profound claim on us, we have to trust in 
the absence of knowledge. Full self-invest-
ment involves plunging completely into 
the unknown!

Simon Peter said to Jesus, “You are 
the Christ, the Son of the Living God.” 
Peter came to this knowledge, which is 

not “head knowledge” because of 
the relationship he shared with Jesus 
and what God was able to reveal in 
and through that relationship. Peter 
simply “knew” because of love that 
this is who Jesus really is. The silent 
exchange of love between friends, 
and not an intellectual exercise of 
the mind, brought Peter to this place. 
When we stop and think about it, 
there are many things in life that we 
simply know but do not completely 
understand. When someone sacrifices 
their own well-being for another, it 
may not make intellectual sense when 
examined. But it makes a world of 
sense when it is carried out. The vast-
ness of reality and an encounter with 
incomprehensible mystery all lead us 
to profound silence where we simply 
know something to be true. Have you 
trusted enough to allow your relation-
ship with God to bring you to this 
place or are you still too skeptical?

© LPi

Meditation
From page 1



AdorAtion of the 
Blessed sAcrAment

Anointing for heAling

You are invited on Friday, September 
4, to join us on the first Friday 

of each month from 
9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. to sit 

with the Lord and pray 
for Vocations, 

Peace in our Lives, Peace in Our World 
and Respect Life, Parish Unity 

Anointing for Healing will be at 9 a.m. on Friday, September 4 
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Saturday, 5 p.m.
Sarah Joseph V Req. by Susie and 
Randy Roberts
Sunday, 8 a.m. 
Martin James Dively V Req. by 
Margaret Dively  
Sunday, 10 a.m.
Parish Family  
Sunday, Noon
Victoria Paz V Req. by Familia Paz   
Sunday, 4:30 p.m.
Jacob Roberts V Req. by Randy 
and Susie Roberts
Tuesday, Noon 
Eleanor Geipel S.I. by Kathy 
Geipel
Wednesday, Noon
Jill Mae Newman V Req. by 
Elizabeth Martinez 
Thursday, Noon
Ray and Ruth Oliveira V Req. by 
Kathleen Fralick 
Friday, Noon
Austin Michael Tavera S.I. by 
Grandma Maria Tavera
Saturday, August 22
Parish Family

 Please bring mask and 
 practice social distancing

Mass 
Intentions

  

Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on 
Saturdays at 1 p.m. Only five children will be 
Baptized at this time. Each family is allowed to 
invite a maximum of 10 participants only.  Families 
will be seated separately in order to keep social 
distancing. 

All who attend are required to sign in, wear 
mask and practice social distancing. Individual 
baptisms are not encouraged unless there are 
exceptional circumstances. 

We appreciate your kind understanding. 

Sacrament of Baptism

Our advertisers need your help 
during these difficult times!

Please show your support for 
our parish by also supporting our 
advertisers. We wouldn’t be able 
to bring you this bulletin every 
week without them, and right 
now they need your help more 
than ever. 

Please show your support 
and shop local during these hard 
times!

Support our 
Advertisers

“All that is important comes in 
quietness and waiting.” 

– Rodney Collin

Liturgical ministers: If 
you are able to volunteer, 
please call the office or 
email hccc.liturgicalminis-
ters@gmail.com with your 
name, phone number and 
the Mass you are able to 
volunteer at. 

Celebrations of First Holy 
Communion, Confirmation, and 
Sacraments of Initiation (RCIA and 
RCIC) have been completed. 

We are very thankful to all minis-
ters who shared their time and talent to 
make them happen. Lectors, Eucharistic 

Ministers, Altar Servers, singers and 
musicians, thank you. Also, we appreci-
ate the generous support from members 
of the community to arrange the wor-
ship space differently for each celebra-
tion. 

Thank you and God Bless you.

Celebration of Sacraments complete

Baptism Classes
Baptism classes for par-

ents and godparents will 
resume every 2nd Sunday 
of the month at 11 a.m. 
Next baptism class will be 
September 13. 

Clases de Bautizo
Las clases de bautismo 

para padres y padrinos se 
reanudarán cada segundo y 
cuarto Domingo del mes a 
las 1 p.m. La próxima clase 
será el 23 de Agosto.  

Religious Education 
deadline will be August 23.  
– Please visit the office to 
register

First Communions
Emanuel Padilla
Diego Contreras
Gabriela Olmos
Joaly Garcia Hernandez
Alondra Garcia 
Hernandez
Isiss Bernal Rios
Jazmin Alvarez
Jesse Alvarez
Esmeralda Alvarez
Ethan Alvarez
Edith Alvarez
Jesus Alvarez 

Confirmation
Jazmin Alvarez
Jesse Alvarez
Esmeralda Alvarez
Jesus Alvarez Dad
Kyana Ramirez Aguilar

Baptisms
Milo Dominic Flores
Jesus Alvarez

Let’s keep them in our 
prayers as they go forth in 

their spiritual journey.

Congratulations to our youth
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Family Catechesis – All are welcome
Families who are looking for-

ward to growing in faith and belong-
ing or participating in a community. 
This program is for you. That is 
Faith formation and community 
participation. Children will receive 
1st Holy Communion, High School 
youth will receive the sacrament of 
Confirmation and adults to complete 
their sacraments of initiation, if any 
and become “missionary disciples”. 
Mass attendance during weekends 
and participation in a weekly faith 
formation session are required. 
There will be a donation very afford-
able. 

Catequesis familiar: todos son bien-
venidos

Familias que desean crecer en la 
fe y pertenecer o participar en una 
comunidad. Este programa es para 
ti. Esa es la formación de Fe y la 
participación comunitaria. Los niños 
recibirán la Primera Comunión, los 
jóvenes de secundaria recibirán el 
sacramento de la Confirmación y los 
adultos para completar sus sacra-
mentos de iniciación, si los hay, y se 
convertirán en “discípulos misione-
ros”. Se requiere asistencia a misa 
durante los fines de semana y par-
ticipación en una sesión semanal de 
formación en la fe. La donación será 
muy aquesible.

Special Celebrations are now open 
for scheduling. Please contact the office 
for special masses. We will have maxi-
mum flexibility for scheduling. 

Ya estamos apartando misas especia-
les, bodas, quinceañeras, bautizos o misas 
privadas. Por favor de contactar a la ofi-
cina para más información sobre horarios 
y donaciones.

For the Month July 2020
Sunday Offering $  5,144.00
Peter’s Pence  $         10.00
Bishop’s Capital Camp. $       10.00
CCD Class Donation $       20.00
Total    $  5,184.00

Online Offering

ONLINE GIVING
Online giving is available on our 

website www.HolyCrossSparks.com
Set up a one-time OR recurring 

donation by following these three 
easy steps:

1. Click on the Give Online with 
WeShare link.

2. Select the offering you wish to 
donate and click to make a donation.

3. Enter your payment informa-
tion. You can return at any time to 
edit your donation or to view your 
financial records. 

Weekly  Offering
For the week ending August 9

Sunday Offering $  5,179.88
Catholic Home Missions $       50.00
Mass Intentions  $       1,280.00
The Assumption  $      107.00
Come & See  $     300.00
Confirmation  $      420.00
CCD Religious  $       175.00
Women’s Group Gift Cab. $         32.00
Capital Camp.  $       50.00
Total    $  7,593.88 

Just like pennies from heaven 
… Kathleen Fralick is our gift from 
heaven! Kathleen embodies all those 
clichés about volunteers: 

“If we had a penny for every time 
you helped someone, we’d never need 
to fundraise again.

“Volunteers have the most amaz-
ing superpower of all. When they 
touch one person, they touch them all.

“To gauge your impact, we’d need 
to create a new source of measure-
ment.”

Kathleen has been a faithful vol-
unteer for more than 10 years, be it 
our Bookkeeper, Liturgical Minister, 
or when anyone asks, “Kathleen?” 

and before you can finish 
asking … Kathleen, “sure,” 
“what do you need?”

She is a fierce force of 
nature doing everything 
she can for YOU; Kathleen 
will surround you in fel-
lowship and lift you, all the 
while in despair with the loss of her 
Mother 13 months ago and then los-
ing her Father 4 months ago amid this 
pandemic; however, because of her 
personal sacrifice and commitment, 
Kathleen, showed up because that 
is who she is, amazing, dedicated 
and super sweet, as long as you 
don’t go for her See’s Candy Dark 

Chocolate Truffles.
Kathleen, all of your selflessness 

is greatly appreciated and does not go 
unnoticed after all – it is the people 
who make the church! And they are 
not just volunteers; they are Christian 
ministers.

“Give your Hands to serve and your 
Hearts to love.”    Mother Teresa

As we continue to hold more cel-
ebrations during this summer season, 
we ask that you make sure you are 
symptom free before attending the 
functions for the safety of others. 

Some Symptoms of Infection are:
l Fever of 100.4 or higher
l Sore throat
l Loss of taste or smell

l Unexplained cough, headache, 
fatigue, or body aches
l If you’ve had contact with someone 
who has been diagnose with, or who 
may have symptoms associated with 
COVID 19
l Foreign Travel

Thank you for your understanding 
and consideration.

Help us stay safe from coronavirus

Kathleen
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Pray for Members of our Parish Family
Joshua Alarcon
Sandra Askins
Scott Anderson
Deacon Tony Baptista
Veronica Briggs
Nicholas Bushgens
Richard Chase
Benjamin Chavez
Pat Copple
Jackie DaMichele
Sandi DaSilveora
Patsy Dearing
James De Leon
Donald Dixon
Jim Ellis
Connie Foxwell
Rosemary Geis
Adoralice Gibeau
Annie GreAco
Dan Gustafson
Mary Fran Hamilton
Allan Hanssen
Bill Henderson
Donna Hilary
Jeanette Jesch
Kenneth Jones

Jose Jordana
Richard Kihs
Jennifer Krush
Richard Kunold
Sebastian Laird
Maria Larsen
Desiree & Zachary 
Lintz
Rebekah Lucey
Lisa Lyninger
Tony Martinez
Dwight McKemy
Judy Medek

Mary Merucci
Joyce Montgomery
Lori O’Connor
Sandra Ortiz
Bob Patterson
Berta Perez
Remi Plummer
Travis Porter
Becky Prevost
Howard Richner
Maria Rodriguez
Marie Rogers
Chris & Sam 
Salisbury
 Rene Salomon
Erick Smith
Nanette Smith
Carey Snyder
Frank Stewart
Brianna Stuart
Vincent Stuart
Isaac Vargas
Bill Wehinger
Bob Wolf
Sean Wolff
Steve Woods

2020 Goal: $80,687
Total Number of Pledges: 188
Amount Pledged: $93,696
Pledge Down Payments and full 
amount: $66,359
Amount paid to the Diocese: $29,947
Total paid: $64,167

Balance due on pledges: $27,337 
THANK YOU to all who have 

pledged towards the Catholic 
Service Appeal for 2020. If you 
have not yet done so or are a new 
family to our parish, please con-
sider making a pledge.

CSA 2020 Campaign

Each year, originating in Canada, a 
Silver Rose winds its way through the 
U.S. heartland with its last stage ending 
at the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
Monterrey, Mexico.  It’s 
a tradition that dates 
back to 1961 initiated by 
Knights and Columbian 
Squires from Mexico, the 
United States and Canada.    
Ultimately, the Silver Rose is presented 
annually to the Pope during a celebratory 
mass in Rome.     

This year, on Friday, August 28th, 
Holy Cross parish will be blessed with a 
visit.  The Silver Rose will be placed on 
display beside an icon of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, Patroness of the Americas, 
during the 12-noon mass, then moved to 
the Blessed Sacrament Chapel for after-
noon visitation, capped with a rosary for 
the sanctity of human life at 4 p.m.

COVID-19 social distancing and face 
masks are required, but don’t let this 
dampen the significance and uniqueness 
of this special event.  Come worship, pray, 
meditate and reflect on life from concep-
tion to natural death.  One Life, One Rose.      

The Pilgrimage of the Silver Rose

Please remember the following guide-
lines for the weekend liturgical celebrations.

1. The ideal is to have two lectors. If one 
lector is absent, kindly recruit another lector 
from among the congregation.

2. The first lector instead of “processing 
in” to do the welcoming, please be seated by 
the pulpit or Ambo. As the bell is rung, he or 
she may get up to go to the ambo to do the 
“welcoming”

3. It is very important not to adjust the 
pulpit microphone. Instead, the lector may 
please adjust himself or herself.

4. Until we move into a future phase of 
the re-opening plan, we will have three bread 
ministers only. Two of them will distribute 
the Holy Communion in front of the altar and 
the 3rd minister will go to the class room.

5. Please limit yourself to one ministry 
only if that can be done.

A request to the congregation to please 
pray the responses louder.

Your generous participation is well 
appreciated. 

Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers

Middle School 
Youth! 

If you’d like to contin-
ue growing in your faith, 
have fun, while serving 
and participating in your 
community please regis-
ter in the office. 

Edge will be fol-
lowing the same family 
formation method, aim-
ing to help families grow 
together in their faith and 
community. 

EDGE 
is here
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waltonsfuneralhomes.com

For more than 60 years,
we’ve given families 

peace of mind by helping
them plan ahead.

Sparks: 775.359.2210
waltonsfuneralhomes.com

For more than 60 years,
we’ve given families 

peace of mind by helping
them plan ahead.

Sparks: 775.359.2210
waltonsfuneralhomes.com

For more than 60 years,
we’ve given families 

peace of mind by helping
them plan ahead.

Sparks: 775.359.2210

Catherine
Casteel

536 Nichols Blvd • Sparks, NV
775.250.9600

mymaryandmartha.com/catherinecasteel

Al & Lori Moulliet
• Commercial Voice Overs

• Audio Books
• Website Video

• E Learning

832-370-3699
www.moullietvoicepro.net

Sierra Nevada
Rheumatology,
LLC

Bryan J Wolf, MD
6165 Ridgeview Ct Ste C

Reno, NV 89519

775-824-9454
sierranevadarheumatology.com
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