
Pastor, Father Jose Issac

Holy Cross 
Catholic Community

It’s all about reconciliation 
and conversion, not punishment. 
Relationships are not static adven-
tures but wonderful gifts that con-
tinue to develop, grow, change, 
and mature. 

We are meant to be social 
beings, so isolating ourselves 
from others is rarely helpful. But, 
because human beings are on the 
one hand tremendously gifted, 
talented, and blessed creations, 
they are on the other also flawed, 
broken, and sinful. We all need to 
humbly admit that we are works 

in progress and not only capable 
of enriching each other’s lives but 
causing deep hurts and wounds 
as well. Hence, we always need 
to be reconciled. We are always 
growing, changing, and expand-
ing our knowledge of who we are 
and how we are meant to share 
life together.

Because reconciliation and 
conversion are always part of 
the mix of life, honesty is crucial. 
Without honesty, we can easily 

See MEDITATION on page 5

Ministries & 
Parish Groups

Adult  Faith Formation: Father Jose
Altar Servers: Angela Malone and Amanda Higley 
Baptism Class: 
(Eng): Libby Hoops 223-2809
(Span): Yrma Plascencia and Herbert Melendez
Bulletin: Angela Mann 475-0515
Centering Prayer: Mark Miskulin 425-9260
Children’s Liturgy: Diane Padilla 
Joy Group: Gretchen Oney 432-1108 
and Olga Jones 626-0770
Knights of Columbus: Chuck Goucher 622-4800
Lectors: John Bell 331-0377
Marriage Preparation: Father Jose
Nursing Home Ministry: Gretchen Oney, 432-
1108
Parish Council: Sue Wolff 678-654-3535
R.C.I.A.: Bobbi Joyce, 772-0023, 
and Roxy McKee, 530-2246
Respect Life: Mike Morris 722-3789 
Women's Group: Lynn Histing 626-2923
and Debbie Schiwart 626-7196

Mass Schedule
Saturday: 5 p.m.
Sunday: 8 a.m., 10 a.m., 12 p.m. Noon (Spanish 
Mass), and 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday through Friday: 12 p.m. Noon 
Reconciliation: Saturday 4 p.m. 

Parish Staff
Parish Secretary: Elizabeth Martinez
Associate Assistant: Lucy Villanueva
Building & Grounds: Randy Roberts
Janitorial Service: Diamond Shine

5650 Vista Boulevard, Sparks, Nevada 89436
Parish Phone: 775-358-2544 

Parish Fax: 775-626-8281
Parish email:  hccchurch@sbcglobal.net

Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Saturday: 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.    
Sunday: 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

All relationships deserve reconciliation
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Next Week’s Team
September 12, 5 p.m. 

L: Marcia McClain, John Kadlic
EM: Earlene Rummel, Nik 
Shulenberger, Jim Shaw
AS: Connor McClain, Cameron 
McClain
Greeters: McClain Family

September 13, 8 a.m.
L: Sierra Higley, Jessica Guzman
EM: John Bell, Bob Holleman, Lisa 
Holleman 
AS: Hayley Higley, Gracie Higley, 
Thomas Sandoval
Greeters and Ushers: Galindo 
Family

September 13, 10 a.m. 
L: Herbert Melendez, Joe Haggarty
EM: Mike Rosemark, Jim Kester, 
Donald Merucci 
AS: Kevin Malone, Michael Aujero, 
Sammy Malone
Greeter and Ushers: Padilla Family

September 13, noon
L: Icela Villanueva, Yolanda Ruiz
EM: Iovana Robles, Sandra Ortiz, 
Martha Flores
AS: Lilianna Martinez
Greeters: Familia Ruiz 

September 13, 4:30 p.m.
L: Doug Parry, Daniel Rodriguez
EM: Kathleen Fralick, Sara Naegele, 
Noreen Parry  
AS: Natasha Vincente  
Greeters and Ushers: Lisa Halper

Our Liturgical 
Team

Dear friends in Ministry,

Prayerful greetings to you from 
Holy Cross Catholic Community. I hope 
and pray that you and your loved ones 
are safe, healthy, and doing well. First 
of all, let me say how thankful I am 
for your dedication to faith formation 
(CCD, Confirmation, RCIC and RCIA) 
here at Holy Cross. May Jesus continue 
to reward you for your faithfulness.

In this time of uncertainty, I ask 
you to pray ceaselessly. Exchange your 
fears and anxieties with the peace and 
hope of God’s accompanying presence.

I see in this situation a grand oppor-
tunity for faith formation to transition 
from “classroom to a living room” 
model. I am in contact with the pastoral 
center which is very supportive of this 
transition at the Diocesan Level. 

The four pillars of this “ family cat-
echesis” model will be prayer, study, com-
munity, and mission. Mass attendance 

is required either in-person or online. 
Families must be willing to spend at 
least 40 to 60 minutes per week for 
faith sharing. There must be a “prayer 
space” in every home. I am looking 
at 3 different programs and I hope to 
choose one that is simple and friendly 
to practice. 

Catechists are definitely needed. As 
facilitators they will equip the families, 
help them to connect with the commu-
nity, and move from learning to trans-
formation.

I have been asking the parish com-
munity to pray for the success of this 
ministry. Your ideas, suggestions, or 
questions are welcome.  

I hope, this letter will give you a 
sense of the uncertainty that I am in.  I 
promise to keep you informed of the 
progress. 

With love and  prayers,
Father Jose

Blessed & Thankful Prayerful Greetings to you 
from Holy Cross Catholic Community

Blessed 
and 

Thankful

Upcoming Calendar
Monday, September 7, Office closed 
forf Labor Day
Tuesday, September 8 to Friday, 
September 11, Noon Mass
Friday, September 11, Memorial Mass, 
6 p.m.
Saturday, September 12, Baptism 1 
p.m., Reconciliation 4 p.m., Holy Land 
Second Collection
Sunday, September 13, Religious Ed 
Kick-off, Baptism Class 11 a.m. in 
English, 1 p.m. in Spanish, Holy Land 
Second Collection
Friday, September 18, Catechist 
Orientation, 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Holy Cross is celebrating Mass on weekdays: 
Tuesdays through Fridays at Noon

Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated 
on Saturdays at 1 p.m. Only five chil-
dren will be Baptized at this time. Each 
family is allowed to invite a maximum 
of 10 participants only.  Families will 
be seated separately in order to keep 
social distancing. 

All who attend are required to 
sign in, wear mask and practice social 
distancing. Individual baptisms are not 
encouraged unless there are exception-
al circumstances. 

We appreciate your kind under-
standing. 

Sacrament of Baptism

“If it were not for 
guests, all houses would be 
graves” – Kahlil Gibran

  

Online giving is available on our 
website www.HolyCrossSparks.com

Set up a one-time OR recurring 
donation by following these three easy 
steps:

1. Click on the Give Online with 
WeShare link.

2. Select the offering you wish to 
donate and click to make a donation.

3. Enter your payment informa-
tion. You can return at any time to edit 
your donation or to view your financial 
records. 

ONLINE GIVING
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Saturday, 5 p.m.
Marek Piskorz V Req. by Anna 
Jimenez
Sunday, 8 a.m. 
Martin Dively V Req. by Margaret 
Dively   
Sunday, 10 a.m.
Ron and Virginia Hinton V Req. 
by Telles Family  
Sunday, Noon
Victoria Nunez 15 Birthday Req. 
by Holy Cross    
Sunday, 4:30 p.m.
Parish Family
Tuesday, Noon 
Carole Rose V Req. by Jean Rose 
Wednesday, Noon
Austin Michael Tavera S.I. by 
Grandma 
Thursday, Noon
Pauline O’Brien V Req. by Shelby 
and Matthew Luatty 
Friday
All the departed due to terrorism
Saturday, September 12  
Rosie Bertschinger V Req. by Bob 
Bertschinger

 Please bring mask and 
 practice social distancing

Mass 
Intentions

Liturgical ministers: If you are 
able to volunteer, please call the office 
or email hccc.liturgicalministers@
gmail.com with your name, phone 
number and the Mass you are able to 
volunteer at. 

Baptism Classes
Baptism classes for parents 

and godparents will resume 
every 2nd Sunday of the month 
at 11 a.m. Next baptism class will 
be September 13. 

Clases de Bautizo
Las clases de bautismo para 

padres y padrinos se reanudarán 
cada segundo y cuarto Domingo 
del mes a las 1 p.m. La próxima 
clase será el 13 de Septiembre.   

  

This year, due to the pandemic 
caused by the Corona virus, it was not 
possible to take up the Good Friday 
Collection dedicated to supporting 
Christians living in the Land of Jesus.

This is why Pope Francis has accept-
ed the request to move this gesture of 
sharing that concerns the whole Church 
to 13th September.

Why September 13th? Because it is 
the Sunday closest to the Feast of the 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross, which we 
celebrate here with particular solemnity 
in Jerusalem. On this feast we remember 
how far the love of the Son of God has 
come for us: giving His life on the Cross 

for our salvation and reconciling us to the 
Father and to each other. 

The Cross still characterizes and 
accompanies the journey of the small 
Christian community that lives in the 
Holy Land and throughout the Middle 
East that carries the Cross in the midst 
of situations of conflict on the one hand 
and indifference on the other. It is a 
small community that this year suffers 
even more because of this pandemic 
that has hit the whole world; for here 
now, there are no pilgrims or any of the 
work linked to their reception. The col-
lection  in favor of the Holy Land is a 
small gesture of solidarity that the whole 

Church is called to make in 
order to support through the 
Custody of the Holy Land, 
the Christian communities 
that are in the Holy Land 
and feel the weight and also 
the glory of the Cross of 
Jesus on their shoulders.

It is thanks to you, 
Christians throughout the 
whole world, that we will 
be able to continue taking 
care of the Holy Places of 
Christianity, from the Holy 
Sepulcher to the Basilica of 
the Nativity and to the lesser 
known sanctuaries.  This is 
what we have tried to do 
during an eight centuries 
long history in the Holy 
Land and this is thanks to 
the help of Christians. 

Fr. Francesco Patton 
OFM

Custos of the Holy Land

For more info about the 
works of the Franciscan fri-
ars visit www.myfranciscan.
org/good-friday/

Collection for Holy Land next week

2020 Goal: $80,687
Total Number of Pledges: 188
Amount Pledged: $93,696
Pledge Down Payments and full 
amount: $66,359
Amount paid to the Diocese: $29,947
Total paid: $64,167

Balance due on pledges: $27,337 
THANK YOU to all who have 

pledged towards the Catholic Service 
Appeal for 2020. If you have not yet 
done so or are a new family to our 
parish, please consider making a 
pledge.

CSA 2020 Campaign
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As we continue to hold more cel-
ebrations, we ask you make sure you 
are symptom free before attending 
the functions for the safety of others. 

Some Symptoms of Infection are:
l Fever of 100.4 or higher
l Sore throat
l Loss of taste or smell
l Unexplained cough, headache, 
fatigue, or body aches
l If you’ve had contact with some-
one who has been diagnose with, or 
who may have symptoms associated 
with COVID 19
l Foreign Travel

Thank you for understanding.

Help us stay safe
1. Wear a mask and stand at the wel-
coming table to greet parishioners.
2. Encourage signing in at the table. 
Please offer free mask to anyone who 
needs one. Only one signing in per 
family. Kindly write number of mem-
bers in attendance.
3. Remind parishioners to take a bul-
letin.
4. Ask parishioners to place their 
donations in the baskets. Baskets will 
not be passed around during mass. 
If they are making their donation by 
checks or envelopes, they do not have 
to sign in. Say “Thank you” to the 
donors.

5. Mass attendance is limited to 50
6. Hand sanitizer is available and 
social distancing is required. 
7. Families with little children are to 
be ushered  into the classroom for 
little children.
8. Stay focused on greeting and ush-
ering. Pay undivided attention to all 
who come in to worship.
9. We are trying to recruit and train 
new greeters and ushers. Please fol-
low the schedule. If you are not able 
to be here, kindly call the parish 
office.
10. Thank you for being a greeter/
usher. You are the face of Holy Cross. 

Enrichment Days

Descubrir el Plan de Dios en 
la Experiencia de Vida que 

Estamos Viviendo

Join us September 14, 2020
In English from 9 a.m. to Noon  (Check in at 8:45)
In Spanish from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. (check in at 

12:45)
Please sign up with your director of religious 

education. Cost $5 per person.

Anchoring Our Hope in the
Promises of God

Becky is an Ignautian-trained spiritual director, retreat 
facilitator and author who invites people deeper in their 
walk with Christ. Passionate about Ignatian spirituality 
and teaching people how to pray, Becky leans on her 20 
years of ministry experience to help people make room 
for God in their daily lives and invite. She offers weekly 
reflections on her website, www.beckyeldredge.com.

Even though life changes, 
there is a constant.

Throughout the centuries, 
God is a steady, unshakable, 
and enduring presence. The 
presence of God in our life 
offers us the gift of the prom-
ises of God that provide a firm 
foundation to build our life 
upon and anchor our hope.

This retreat will illuminate 
the promises God made to us. 
It will share practical tools and 
prayer practices for going to our inner chapels that will 
help us anchor our lives in God’s firm foundation and 
increase our hope.

Lupita es asociada 
de las Hermanas de la 
Presentaction de Maria (PBVM) y ha trabajado en el campo 
de las Catequesis Durante Los Ultimos 25 anos. Crecio 
en Guadalajara Jausco. Obtuvo su titulo de Maestria en 
Catequesis de la Universidad de Santa Clara, California. 

Desde el ano 2010 es Directoria del Apostolado 
Hispanico en la Diocesis de San Jose, California. EN el 
ano 2014, receblo el primio “Allan Figueroa Deck SI” por 
us sobresaliente contributcion a la Teologia Hispana y a la 
formacion en el Liderazgo Ministerlal del Instituto Hispano 
de Berkeley y la Universidad de Santa Clara.

Exploraremos, el slgnifi-
cado de nuestro ser de cateq-
uistas y los diferentes caminos 
que Dios nos brinda para dar 
lo que hemos recibido gratu-
itamente en este tiempo de 
pandemia. Todo basado en 
nuestra spiritual cotidiana.

New guidelines for greeters, ushers

Becky Eldredge
Lupita Vital Cruz
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Pray for Members of our Parish Family
Joshua Alarcon
Sandra Askins
Scott Anderson
Deacon Tony Baptista
Veronica Briggs
Nicholas Bushgens
Richard Chase
Benjamin Chavez
Pat Copple
Jackie DaMichele
Sandi DaSilveora
Patsy Dearing
James De Leon
Donald Dixon
Jim Ellis
Connie Foxwell
Rosemary Geis
Adoralice Gibeau
Annie Greaco
Pat Grule
Dan Gustafson
Mary Fran Hamilton
Allan Hanssen
Bill Henderson
Wes Heppner
Donna Hilary

Jeanette Jesch
Kenneth Jones
Jose Jordana
Richard Kihs
Jennifer Krush
Richard Kunold
Sebastian Laird
Maria Larsen
Desiree & Zachary 
Lintz
Rebekah Lucey
Lisa Lyninger
Tony Martinez
Dwight McKemy

Judy Medek
Mary Merucci
Joyce Montgomery
Lori O’Connor
Sandra Ortiz
Bob Patterson
Berta Perez
Remi Plummer
Travis Porter
Becky Prevost
Howard Richner
Maria Rodriguez
Marie Rogers
Chris & Sam Salisbury
Rene Salomon
Erick Smith
Nanette Smith
Carey Snyder
Frank Stewart
Brianna Stuart
Vincent Stuart
Isaac Vargas
Bill Wehinger
Bob Wolf
Sean Wolff
Steve Woods

Family Catechesis – Families who 
are looking forward to growing in 
faith and belonging or participating 
in a community. This program is for 
you. That is Faith formation and com-
munity participation. Children will 
receive 1st Holy Communion, High 
School youth will receive the sacra-
ment of Confirmation and adults to 
complete their sacraments of initia-
tion. Mass attendance during week-
ends and participation in a weekly 
faith session are required. There will 
be a donation very affordable. 

Catequesis familiar: todos son bien-
venidos Familias que desean crecer 
en la fe y pertenecer o participar en 
una comunidad. Este programa es 
para ti. Esa es la formación de Fe y la 
participación comunitaria. Los niños 
recibirán la Primera Comunión, los 
jóvenes de secundaria recibirán el 
sacramento de la Confirmación y los 
adultos para completar sus sacra-
mentos de iniciación, si los hay. Se 
requiere asistencia a misa durante los 
fines de semana y participación en 
una sesión semanal de formación. 

Middle School Youth! 
If you’d like to continue growing in 

your faith, have fun, while serving and 
participating in your community please 
register in the office. If you’d like to con-
tinue growing in your faith, have fun, 
while serving and participating in your 
community please register in the office. 

Edge will be following the same 
family formation method, aiming to 
help families grow together in their faith 
and community. 

EDGE is here

find ourselves living a lie and caus-
ing more harm than good. Being able 
to freely share our feelings, especially 
those involving pain and hurt, is a 
charism necessary to pursue and an 
art to learn. When we are wronged or 
wrong someone else, we do not enjoy 
the confrontation that can and needs to 
come. We are taught to keep our feel-
ings to ourselves, especially when they 
are negative, and we tend to avoid dif-
ficult conversations. Hence, we never 
really learn how to confront another, 
successfully resolve conflict, find rec-
onciliation, and welcome conversion. 
When we hurt or wrong someone, it 
does not mean that we are a bad or sin-
ful person who deserves only punish-
ment and excommunication. Quite the 
opposite! We are simply a human per-
son who can make poor choices and sin 
and can be forgiven. We can restore and 
deepen the relationship that has been 
affected and find our way home again.

Jesus clearly wants to avoid shame 
because it has no purpose in achieving 
reconciliation and conversion. All bro-
ken relationships deserve a chance at 
reconciliation. Every person has room 
for growth and a need for conversion. 
We have to learn to be okay with hon-
esty and not be afraid to hear and pro-
cess what someone needs to say, even 
if it is difficult for us to hear. Severing a 
relationship, both personally or with the 
church community as a whole, ought to 
definitely be a last resort and only pur-
sued when all else has failed.

©LPi

Meditation
From page 1

First Communions
Charlie Gomez
Dominic Gomez

Confirmation
Kyana Ramirez

Baptisms
Belen Acero
Cataliya Corona 
Rangel
Lorenzo Alex 
Castillo
Jeremy Medina Ramírez
Sofia Gómez 

Congratulations to our youth

Keep them in our prayers as they go forth in their spiritual journey.
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waltonsfuneralhomes.com

For more than 60 years,
we’ve given families 

peace of mind by helping
them plan ahead.

Sparks: 775.359.2210
waltonsfuneralhomes.com

For more than 60 years,
we’ve given families 

peace of mind by helping
them plan ahead.

Sparks: 775.359.2210
waltonsfuneralhomes.com

For more than 60 years,
we’ve given families 

peace of mind by helping
them plan ahead.

Sparks: 775.359.2210

Catherine
Casteel

536 Nichols Blvd • Sparks, NV
775.250.9600

mymaryandmartha.com/catherinecasteel

Al & Lori Moulliet
• Commercial Voice Overs

• Audio Books
• Website Video

• E Learning

832-370-3699
www.moullietvoicepro.net

Sierra Nevada
Rheumatology,
LLC

Bryan J Wolf, MD
6165 Ridgeview Ct Ste C

Reno, NV 89519

775-824-9454
sierranevadarheumatology.com

 DNS Developments DNS Developments
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Home Improvement and Handyman ServicesHome Improvement and Handyman Services
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