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OUR MISSION
We gather in praise and worship
of the Father, called by our
baptism in Christ and living in
His Spirit. Sent forth to embody
the universal mission of the
Catholic Church.
Our Christian life calls us to
challenge and support persons
in their efforts to love and serve
the Lord through abiding love of
one another, to share joyfully His
Word and Sacrament, and to
heal and witness the love and
peace of His kingdom through
generous outreach and selfless
service to all, especially the least
among us.

During these unprecedented
times our weekly bulletin will
be available in electronic
format only. We pray for
everyone affected by the
Coronavirus and look forward
to the day when we can gather
again to worship together as a
community of faith.

If you knew the gift of God and who is saying to you,
‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him
and he would have given you living water.”
-Jn 4:10
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The Man Born Blind
MIKE JOLY
During my years in the seminary there was a fellow seminarian named Mike
Joly. Mike had lost his eyesight at 6 years old due to a brain tumor. While in
college he remembered a specific time when he knew there was more to life
than what he was living. This discovery led him to enter the seminary.
While in seminary Mike was amazing: he had many friends; he served on the
altar as a deacon; he even played the piano at Mass.
Since his ordination he has participated in Parish Ministry, High School and
College Campus Ministry, was a Retreat Director at a large Retreat Center
and currently conducts parish missions and is a Pastor. Mike’s faith is
shown in the following quote: “Having the light turned out in your life
means we can only look inside; I couldn’t ignore God inside of me.” The story
of Fr. Mike Joly helps us to understand the Gospel. The Gospel not only
portrays a story of powerful healing but of growth in faith.
THE MAN BORN BLIND
While in Jerusalem, Jesus encounters a man that was born blind. Jesus makes
a paste from the dust of the earth and places it on the man’s eyes. Jesus
commands “Go, wash in the Pool of Siloam (which means the Sent One).”
The man responds unquestioningly. The name of the pool shows that it is
Jesus, the Sent One who affects the cure of the man born blind.

After washing in the Pool, the man returns seeing and is greeted by
neighbors who cannot believe that he was the one born blind. Asked how
this happened he merely states that Jesus commanded him to wash in the
pool. The action of Jesus does not lead to praise of God but to division
among the people. Some people do not believe that this was the man who
they once knew. At the same time, it seems that the man born blind does
not know the identity of Jesus.
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Hauled next before the Pharisees, who are concerned about the Sabbath
healing, he again repeats what Jesus did. An argument begins between the
man born blind and the Pharisees as to whether Jesus is of God. The man
states that he believes that Jesus is “a prophet.” The answer shows a growth
in faith.
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Summoned again by the leaders, the man is immediately confronted with the
charge that Jesus is a sinner. Ultimately the man born blind says, “if he were
not from God he could do nothing.” In anger they expel him from the
synagogue.
The leaders fail to see what is right before their eyes: a man
who has been healed by the power of God. They are blind to God working
outside the structures of their religious belief. They will not accept that Jesus
is from God.
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Doubted by friends and neighbors (vv. 8-12), abandoned by his parents (vv.
18-23), questioned, insulted and cast out by “the Jews” he is “found” by Jesus,
who asks, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” When he asks, "Who is the
Son of Man?” Jesus says, “You have seen him..." – a wordplay on sight which
shows that the true faith that this man has been given is faith. The man
replies, “Lord, I believe.” The man shows that he believes that Jesus reveals
God and so he worships Jesus. He grows from seeing Jesus as a man, to a
prophet, to a suggestion that he must be from God and he finally prostrates
himself before Jesus. This man’s journey from blindness to sight was “that
the works of God might be made manifest in him.” Jesus is challenging the
man to see that God is made known through him.
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CONTINUING PARISH SUPPORT
Please continue to financially support your

parish during this time as you are able.
While we are unavailable to attend Mass
together, the church is still working to
provide support to parishioners in need by
way of pastoral visits, video-streaming
Masses and, of course, electronic
communication. It is our hope and prayer
that by our sacrifices we can all minimize
the effect of the complications with which
our world now struggles. Your support of
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton parish is critical,
now more than ever. Please feel free to
mail your regular contribution to the
church office, or take advantage of our online giving program at https://
seasshreveport.weshareonline.org/ Your support makes all the difference.

SECOND COLLECTION
Catholic Relief Services
March 21 & 22, 2020

Parish Lenten Project:
Operation Rice Bowl

If you have participated in the Parish Lenten
Project, Operation Rice Bowl, we ask that you
continue to fill your “banks” and hold on to
them so that you may return them to the
church once masses resume. All contributions will be pooled and sent to
Catholic Relief Services. Now more than ever, these donations are important
to needy children in the countries that they support. For more information,
please contact Claire Bissell. Let’s join with other U.S. Catholic communities
in following the example of Jesus Christ to assist the poor and suffering in
our world. Our solidarity can transform the world!

A WORD FROM FATHER MARK (cont’d from Page 2)
The religious leaders never make the journey of faith in Jesus. They are so
certain, so smug in what they think they know that their certainty prevents
them from openness to Jesus and to his authority from God. The blind man
moves toward sight while the Jewish leaders toward blindness. Through
opposition and persecution, the blind man moves to a confession of Jesus as
the Son of Man and Lord. The man born blind comes to see on physical and
spiritual levels, while those who seemed perfectly well become increasingly
blind.
CONCLUSION
This Gospel challenges us to grow in faith and to walk in light. We are
reminded that Jesus is the Light of the World. This enlightenment and
consequent growth in faith began in baptism. We are called to grow in faith
throughout our lives. During Lent we take stock of our lives and change so
that we may grow in faith. May we always move away from the choices that
keep us out of the light of Christ. And may our lives always reflect the light of
Christ.

SEAS Goal: $134,500
Pledged as of March 17,
2020: $70,958
53% of goal reached;
13% of our families
participating

A community where we are family
and we share our many gifts generously
Dear Parish Family,
I am pleased to inform you that you are now able to share your financial gifts to support our
parish …ONLINE. We have been working very hard behind the scenes as a parish staff to bring this
exciting new program to our parish. Being able to give online makes donating simple and easy,
while at the same time keeping the process safe and secure. We believe that by offering online
giving, we will be able to engage more of our parish families to join us in supporting the important
work we have been called to do together.
It’s very simple to set up a one-time or recurring donation, and allocate the amounts of your choice
to any of our different collections. Once you start to use it, you will be able to view your complete,
accurate financial records at any time during the year. Those of you who wish to continue using
traditional methods of offering may do so, however, I am personally asking that you prayerfully
consider switching to giving your gifts online. Your choice to give online will help our parish to be
better stewards of our Time, Treasure and Talent.
Take the time to read through the next few pages to learn about the benefits of online giving for
both you and our parish. If you have any questions about the program or need help setting up
your account, please don’t hesitate to call the parish office. Please prayerfully consider giving to
our parish community online as it does benefit our parish in many important ways. I am looking
forward to growing our parish community together.
Let’s begin this journey of faith together,
REVEREND MARK WATSON

Rev. Mark Watson
1

HOW TO CREATE YOUR ONLINE GIVING ACCOUNT

It’s as easy as 1 2 3 to create your account online right on our parish website.

1

Visit www.seasshreveport.com and click Donate.

2

Click on the collection you wish to donate to.

3

Click Recurring Donation, enter your donation amount
and frequency.

It’s that easy! Your account will be created & you can start giving
online. Questions? Please contact the church office.

2
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KEEP IN OUR PRAYERS

·
·

Please pray for our sick:
Martha Anderson, Roger & Shirley Anderson, Rachel Beck, Peggy Bissell,
Bernadette Bitting, Marklyn Boucher, Mark Brown, Jerry Childers, Zena
Cobbs, Bill & Carmen Cocke, Cheri Coffelt, Violet Crevak, Billy Dillon, Dale
Dupuy, Rudolph Ebarb, Silas Ebarb, Tom Ebarb, Emilie Epard, Heath Goff,
Butch Graham, Charlotte Emma Graham, Lynn Gautier, Sean Paul Grassi, Lily
Green, Austin & Mandi Hall, Martha Hannigan, Robert Hermes, Doug Hill,
Larry and Theresa Holland, Terri Howard, Bob Kalinsky, Imelda King, Pat
Koebler, Dave Krebsbach, Bill Krizsan, Dennis Malmay. Dwayne Malone,
Joseph Roy Maxey, Bill McDonald,, Steve Merckle, Richard & Helen Meshell,
Joe Miciotto, Carole Moon, Beverly Morris, Katherine A. Mortimer, Elise
Murphy, Dottie Murray, Father Joseph Nasser, Catherine Nelson & Family,
Pattie Neurauter, Dorothy Pedro, Dale Phillips, Tony Piontek, Nicholas Politz,
Diane Rachal, Dr. Michael Reinardy, David Reiser, Ron Rice, Randy Richter,
Joan Robinson, Matt Savage, Mary Schantag, Tressie Sepeda, Floyd
Sepulvado, Joan Sieve, Greg Snelling, Carol Thompson, Amanda Tomaccio,
Heriberto Trenado, Shelly Zippi Werner

+ indicates Deceased
(SI) indicates Living

Saturday, March 14
+Joe, Nellie & Linda Roppolo
Sunday, March 15
9:30 AM +Wilbert Maxey
+Lena Oblek
+Carlos Alberto Previgliano
Monday, March 16
5 PM +Roy Seludo
Tuesday, March 17
7:30 AM +

All names will be removed from the prayer list after 3 months, unless the
office is notified.

Wednesday, March 18
7 :30 AM +

Thursday, March 19
7:30 AM +William Maroma
Friday, March 20
7:30 AM (SI) Luke Bailey
Mass intentions for Saturday Mass
times will be combined with 9:30
AM Live-stream Sunday Mass
intentions.

"The Holy Mass is the most
precious Gift one may offer"

All are encouraged to have Mass
offered for loved ones who have
died, or even for the living who
have a special need.

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Prays for those serving our country:
especially:
Dennis & Timothy Banks, Michael Bargmann, Nolan Jack
Boudreau, Marc Bradle, Jeffrey Bragg, Rodney Brown, Warren Carroll, Terry
Christiansen, Mark Church, Trisha Cobb, Patrick Cobbs; Kateline Collier, Jack
Delo, Todd Derrick, Gabby Dimaio, Dillon Ezernack, Michael Farley, Nicholas
Godfrey, Randy Green, William & Waverly Hock, David Hume, David,
Matthew, & Thomas Jeansonne, Melanie Jones, Aaron & Adam LeBlanc,
Andrew Ligon, Alex & Jessica Luyando, Scott Maytan, Jay Mitchell, Sean
Murphy, Robert Nordberg, Chris Occhiuzzo, Alex Poimboeuf, Matthew
Rambin, TJ Remedes, Joseph Roe, Dana Romero, Beau Skonieczny, Bradley
Stevens, David Stringer, Matthew Titus, M. T. Turner, Danny Vento, Zachary
Walsh, Scott Wilson, Jonathan Wyche, Kaleb Wynne, Josh Yarbrough, Dennis
Zabka

For all those peoples and nations affected by the coronavirus, that God would
heal the sick and bring comfort to the fearful. May the Lord aid our health care
services and halt the spread of this pandemic, We pray to the Lord.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 22
Sun

22

Thurs

26

Mon

23
Fri

27

Tues

Wed

Sat

Sun

24
28

25

29
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SCHEDULE CHANGES AND UPDATES AT ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON
Mass is being live-streamed on the SEAS Facebook page and stored
for
later
viewing
on
our
website.
Please
visit
www.seasshreveport.com and select “Live Masses” from the menu.
Mass times are 5:00 PM Monday (during Lent only); 7:30 AM
Tuesday—Friday and 9:30 AM on Sunday.
Confessions will be heard at 3:00 PM on Saturdays, 11:00 AM on
Sundays, and by appointment with either Father Mark Watson or
Father Seby Shan.
RCIA classes will continue to meet at 9:30 on Sundays due to the
small class size and significance of the process.
LifeTouch Photo Appointments are still being held Wednesday—
Saturday of this week. We are understanding of any families who
need to cancel.

Gabriel’s Closet
A Family Strengthening
Program of Catholic Charities
Gabriel’s Closet is a free
parenting program that offers
education and resources to
families that are either expecting
a baby, have a newborn, or have
children under the age of 4 years.

Christian Services operates a daily soup kitchen serving a cooked
breakfast and lunch every day of the week except Christmas day. To
donate
to
Christian
Service
Go
to
their
website christianservicela.org or you can drop of the donation to
Christian Service 2346 Levy Street Shreveport LA. 71103. For more
information please call the office at (318) 221-4857.
Christian Services Mission Statement:
Reaching out to persons who lack the basic necessities of life, and
striving to assist with those needs in a manner that respects the
dignity of each person served and helps them to achieve
independence and self-sufficiency.

The program works on a merit
system and each time parents
come in, they can earn merits for
attending
parenting
classes,
watching educational parenting
DVD’s, attending their child’s
doctor appointments, and many
other ways! Their merits are then
exchanged for essential baby
items such as: wipes, diapers
(sizes 4, 5 & 6), and gently used
baby equipment.
For more information or if you
are interested in volunteering,
please contact Suhad Salamah at
318-865-0200 Ext. 108.

Norman A. Zaffater, MD
P
P
P
P

MECHANICAL SERVICES

Laser Vison Correction
Premium Cataract Procedures
Eyelid Procedures
Comprehensive Eyecare

Plumbing • Heating
Cooling • Refrigeration

671-0015
A LINC Service® Contractor

(318) 212-7373

Your Full Service Credit Union

zeyecenter.com

Serving Our Members
Since 1951
Federally Insured by NCUA

• Probate & Succession
• Estate Planning
• Wills
• Trusts

212-0391
219-8450

• Powers of Attorney
• Interdictions
•LLC’s
• & More

814 Jordan Street
648 E. Kings Hwy.

lacatfed@louisianacatholicfcu.org

TheCataractSurgeons.com

(318) 869-0055
www.miramonlaw.com
3324 Line Avenue
Shreveport, LA 71104

Shelby Coleman

Open 7 Days a Week | 11am-10pm

502 E. Kings Hwy.

Preparing students to become responsible members of their family,
church, and community for over 65 years.

318-868-4467

PATRIOT MORTGAGE

James Barnard Services, LLC

NMLS #1700843

LINDEN ADAMS

Air Conditioning • Heating • Plumbing

OWNER • PARISHIONER

James & Donna Barnard, Parishioners

588-0091

318.231.2400
2400 OLD MINDEN RD, STE 5E, BOSSIER CITY, LA

LMP 1832

Carol Brill, LPC
Tom Simms, CPA, Parishioner

Adult, Teen and Special Needs
Counseling

222-2222 | www.cricpa.com

318-678-9075 • carolbrill.com

1000 E. Preston Ave., Ste. 200

318-518-8844
alpharoofing.org

Y O U R H O M E L OA N S P E C I A L I S T

BRIAN DAVIDSON

Vice President / Sales Manager

Contact Kim Broyard to place an ad today!
jbradley@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6322

NMLS# 109055

Cell: 318.560.1556
Apply online at
nolalending.com/briandavidson
In Business Since 1980

E VE NT VE NU E
Paula & Mark Prevot, Owners

601 spring street
shreveport, la 71101

318.300.3177 | www.601SPRING.com

• Repairs • Remodeling
• New Construction
• Water Heaters •
• High Velocity Water Jetting
• Sewer & Drain Service
Licensed, Bonded, Insured
Contractors
24 Hour Emergency Service

671-1820

LMP-125
L.A. Mech Contractor #19734

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com

(318) 798-7117
7803 Youree Drive, Shreveport
Serving Fried Catfish on Fridays

Congregation of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Shreveport, LA

A 4C 05-1253

