




Sunday, Aug 29, 2021 
TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 
Purity is not an abstinence test 
Many of us who grew up in a moralizing 
culture were taught to imagine purity as 
having mainly to do with chastity. In 
which case, our aim was higher than the 
almost-but-not-quite perfection you might 
get from Ivory Soap, which years ago 
advertised itself as 99 and 44/100 
percent pure. We may therefore be 
astonished that, according to the apostle 
James, purity in religion has something to 
do with how we respond to the 
abandoned in this world. Think charity, 
not chastity, to bump up your purity 
percentile.   

TODAY'S READINGS: Deuteronomy 4:1-
2, 6-8; James 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27; 
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 (125).  
“Religion that is pure . . . is this: to 
care for orphans and widows in their 
affliction.” 

Monday, Aug 30, 2021 
Remember your name 
After being baptized with water, Catholics 
are anointed with oil and these words are 
said over them, “As Christ was anointed 
Priest, Prophet, and King, so may you 
live always as a member of his body . . .” 
That means we share in those offices of 
Christ. Those are big roles—how to live 
up to them? Priests worship and make 
offerings to God, prophets speak the truth 
and live the gospel, royalty leads and 
takes care of others. If you remind 
yourself regularly of the sacred titles you 
were given at Baptism, how might that 
help you fulfill your promise? 

TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Thessalonians 
4:13-18; Luke 4:16-30 (431). “Today 
this Scripture passage is fulfilled in 
your hearing.” 

Tuesday, Aug 31, 2021 
Hope works 
Today, in Poland, it’s the Day of 
Solidarity and Freedom—a modern 
Independence Day celebration after 
years of oppressive Soviet rule. In the 
1980s, labor activist Lech Walesa helped 
stoke the flames of democratic social 
change. But it was Poland’s favorite son, 
Pope John Paul II, who provided the 
spark. In his 1979 papal visit, John Paul II 

gave the people an electric hope that 
change was possible. “Let the Spirit 
descend and renew the face of the Earth. 
This Earth,” he said. With Labor Day 
nearly here, remember how solidarity and 
workers’ rights are cornerstones of Social 
Teaching. 

TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Thessalonians 
5:1-6, 9-11; Luke 4:31-37 (432). "They 
were all amazed and said to one 
another, 'What is there about his 
word?'" 

Wednesday, Sep 01, 2021 
Living waters run deep 
The annual World Day of Prayer for the 
Care of Creation celebrated today “offers 
to individual believers and to the 
community a precious opportunity to 
renew our personal participation in this 
vocation as custodians of creation,” says 
Pope Francis, who elevated this day in 
2015 with the publication of his encyclical 
on the care of creation, Laudato Si’. As 
we move past August, Water Quality 
Month, be particularly mindful of your 
stewardship over the precious resource 
of clean drinking water. May all of us 
“come to the water” together as we care 
for our common home. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Colossians 1:1-8; 
Luke 4:38-44 (433). “I must proclaim 
the good news of the Kingdom of God, 
because for this purpose I have been 
sent.” 

Thursday, Sep 02, 2021 
Get unstuck 
In today’s gospel Simon Peter is so 
overcome by his own sinfulness, he tells 
Jesus to go away from him. What exactly 
is “sinfulness”? Lots of actions and 
inactions fall into that category, but the 
essence of Catholic teaching on sin is 
that it separates us from God. 
Selfishness, violence, and other sins 
drive a wedge between us and God. 
Peter knew that instinctively. Remove 
that wedge by asking God for 
forgiveness, and ponder what you can do 
to free yourself to reconcile a relationship 
that has become estranged. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Colossians 1:9-
14; Luke 5:1-11 (434). “Jesus said to 
Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; from now on 
you will be catching men.’” 

Friday, Sep 03, 2021 

MEMORIAL OF GREGORY THE GREAT, 
POPE, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH 
Keep it all in balance 
It’s never easy to find the right balance 
between sitting quietly and attentively on 
the sidelines and joining in the scrum of 
life’s adventures. Our life of prayer helps 
us to discern how best to hold these 
together and to respond with love for 
ourselves and the common good. 
Gregory was a Benedictine monk of the 
late sixth century and loved his life as a 
contemplative. Yet, when called upon to 
take the helm of a church suffering from 
the fall of Rome and the plague, he 
stepped up and found his calling 
expressed in new ways through prayer, 
caring for those in need, and leading 
compassionately. Find the right balance 
between action and contemplation. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Colossians 1:15-
20; Luke 5:33-39 (435). “In him all the 
fullness was pleased to dwell.” 

Saturday, Sep 04, 2021 
The fruits of creation for all of 
creation 
It’s interesting to note that in the story of 
Jesus’ hungry disciples eating the grain 
from a farmer’s field, the objection raised 
by the Pharisees is not that they took the 
grain, but that they did so on the 
Sabbath. In fact, eating grain or produce 
from a neighbor’s farm while passing 
through was permitted by Jewish law 
(Deuteronomy 23:25-26), provided one 
did not carry off any surplus. It was 
considered a common courtesy and 
obligation of charity to share the 
abundance of creation with one’s 
neighbor. Perhaps we can embrace that 
same ethic in our own stewardship of the 
abundance God has entrusted to us. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Colossians 1:21-
23; Luke 6:1-5 (436). “While Jesus 
was going through a field of grain on a 
sabbath, his disciples were picking the 
heads of grain, rubbing them in their 
hands, and eating them.” 
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UTR Texas Realtors
Brenda Vojacek ABR
17000 El Camino Real Ste. 107
Houston, TX 77058
281-728-2952
Brendasrealty@yahoo.com
www.har.com/BrendaVojacek

“Family Owned
& Operated”

Over 70 Years
Experience

2108 North Alexander

281-422-8171
www.fullerstire.com

Contact Tim NeSmith
to place an ad today!

tnesmith@4LPi.com
or (800) 950-9952 x5863

SEV HOME CARE, INC.
You have the right to choose...

Choose the best!

Sam & Beth Vallagomesa
Owners & Parishioners

4000 Garth Rd., Ste. 130 281-420-1427

We’re dedicated to serving the friends and families of
our community with personal, compassionate care.

NAVARRE
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICES

BAYTOWN

281-422-8111
navarrefuneralhome.com

www.prepaidfunerals.texas.gov

Industrial Mechanical Contractors
Tom & Charlene Harrington

6003 John Martin Rd. 
Baytown, TX 77521
(281) 421-2211

Knights of
Columbus
San Jacinto

Council #2788

“Become A Brother Knight”
832-414-4133

Charity • Unity • Fraternity • Patriotism

JOHN’S TRIM SHOP &
ACCESSORIES

Automobile Upholstering
Seat Covers & Tops

Full Line Truck Accessories

4722 N. Main - 281-422-4286

Backyard
Amenities

Pools by  
Brad Stephens

When Quality Counts Count On Us
11163 Old Needlepoint rd. 

281-837-8234 

QUALITY A/C
& HEATING SERVICES

Sales • Service • Installation

Free Estimates • Se Habla Español

Licensed & Insured • TACLB2958E

Albert Martinez    832-659-8566

Larry L. Bailey   Attorney at Law
GENERAL PRACTICE

Wills • Probate • Personal Injury • Family Law • Traffic

606 Rollingbrook Dr., Ste. 1D 281-428-1055
Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization 

AWARDS & ENGRAVING
Laser Engraving • Custom Trophies & Plaques • All Types of Printing

Promotional Products • Screen Print & Embroidery • Signs & Banners

1214 Massey Tompkins • 281-420-1299

Jackie Williams
Realtor®
1000 Massey Tompkins Rd.
713-410-3902
jackie@krishermckay.com
www.krishermckay.com

KRISHER
MCKAY
INC REALTORS®

Siding by CampoS

& Roofing

All Siding & Roofing
Ray Compos, Parishioner

281-422-2831

ESTRADA
DRYWALL LLC

Maurice Estrada
Residential - Commercial

Installation & Finishing of Drywall

405 W. Defee 281-422-7758

Gary S. Englert
Executive Vice President, Regional CEO

5700 Garth Rd. 281-421-1942
www.communitybankoftx.com

Let me help you protect your family. When you combine your 
auto and life insurance together you save even more.

Ed Martinez Insurance Agency 
24 Hr. Customer Service 

Hablamos Español

700 Rollingbrook, Suite F                      281-422-2282

ENJOY RESPONSIBLY.
DRINK WISER.
Bud celebrates those who plan ahead
for safe rides.

ML Wismer Dist.

KELLY D. BENAVIDES
Attorney at Law

Traffic Tickets • Criminal Defense

Warrants Lifted • Personal Injury

713-226-7889
533 Studewood St., Houston

832.597.2318
Sound, Light & Video

Brian T. Stephens, CPA
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™

2707 W Baker Road
Baytown, Texas 77521

281-422-3087
www.daviscpafirm.com

Investment Solutions • Retirement Plans
Insurance • Annuities

 Securities offered through Avantax Investment ServicesSM, 
Member FINRA, SIPC, Investment advisory services offered 

through Avantax Advisory ServicesSM, insurance services offered 
through an Avantax affiliated insurance agency.

St. James House
Of Baytown

St James House - A skilled Nursing facility
offering Physical, Occupational, and

Speech therapies plus many other services.
5800 West Baker Rd. • Baytown, TX

281-425-1200
stjamesadmissions@trustcaremanagement.comstjamesadmissions@trustcaremanagement.com

Anthony’s
Automotive

Alignment &  
Engine Diagnostics

Mark Rios, Owner
281-422-2758 

808 W. NAZRO @ LEE

Pray
the

Rosary 
Daily. 


