Sunday, Oct 03, 2021
TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME
To live the gospel of life
At the gospel's heart is the summons to live
life abundantly. In Jesus, God takes on
flesh and shares our growing and loving, as
well as our suffering and dying. No aspect
of the human journey remains foreign to
Jesus. He's befriended and betrayed,
experiences fasting and feasting, knows the
simplicity of childhood and the complex
politicized life of an adult. On Respect Life
Sunday, we're asked to consider how every
moment of life is intimately known and
ultimately precious to God. Pray the
Rosary's Joyful Mysteries today in gratitude
for how God chooses to dwell with us.
TODAY'S READINGS: Genesis 2:1824; Hebrews 2:9-11; Mark 10:2-16
(140). "Let the children come to me . . .
for the kingdom of God belongs to
such as these."
Monday, Oct 04, 2021
MEMORIAL OF FRANCIS OF ASSISI
For all creatures great and small
On the Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi,
many parishes have a special ceremony
called the Blessing of Pets in honor of
Francis’ special love for animals. Bless a
beloved pet today or any day with these
words: “Blessed are you, Lord God, maker
of all living creatures. You called forth fish
in the sea, birds in the air, and animals on
the land. You inspired Saint Francis to call
all of them his brothers and sisters. We ask
you to bless this pet. By the power of your
love, enable it to live according to your plan.
May we always praise you for all your
beauty in creation. Blessed are you, Lord
our God, in all your creatures! Amen.”
TODAY'S READINGS: Jonah 1:1—2:1
-2, 11; Luke 10:25-37 (461). “You shall
love the Lord, your God, with all your
heart, with all your being, with all your
strength, and with all your mind, and
your neighbor as yourself.”
Tuesday, Oct 05, 2021
MEMORIAL OF BLESSED FRANCIS
XAVIER SEELOS, PRIEST
Open your heart to those left behind
The motto of the Redemptorist religious
order made a big impression on young
Francis Xavier Seelos: “Preach the gospel
to the most abandoned.” Because of it, he
left his native Germany to serve immigrants
in the United States—and soon became a
Redemptorist priest. His compassion
eventually cost Francis his life; he died of

the yellow fever he caught from visiting the
sick. “Come without fear or trembling! I
promise to receive you with all gentleness,”
he preached. Who are the abandoned or
fearful in your own part of the world? Ask
Francis to help you comfort them.
TODAY'S READINGS: Jonah 3:1-10;
Luke 10:38-42 (462). “You are anxious
and worried about many things.”
Wednesday, Oct 06, 2021
MEMORIAL OF BLESSED MARIE-ROSE
DUROCHER
Stand with those who hold the fire line
With the increase in wildfires and chronic
drought drying out our forests, we need the
help of today’s saint, Blessed Marie Rose
Durocher (1811-49), a Canadian religious
foundress. Several of her miracles were
reportedly related to wildfires. One such
fire, approaching a convent in Spokane,
Washington, was said to have changed
direction when a picture of Blessed Marie
was fastened to a tree. Another facility in
Washington was reportedly saved from a
wildfire when the owner tossed a picture of
Blessed Marie into the flames, turning it
back. Ask her intercession in support of
everyday miracle workers, the brave and
hardworking men and women fighting the
wildfires that seem stronger and more
widespread by the year.
TODAY'S READINGS: Jonah 4:1-11;
Luke 11:1-4 (463). “[Jesus] said to
them, 'When you pray, say: Father,
hallowed be your name, your Kingdom
come.’ ”
Thursday, Oct 07, 2021
MEMORIAL OF OUR LADY OF THE
ROSARY
Count on the Rosary
Today’s Memorial of Our Lady of the
Rosary has its roots in a story that, while
not historically confirmed, is nonetheless
instructive. It is said that Saint Dominic was
making little headway in persuading a large
group of breakaway Christians to return to
orthodoxy when Mary appeared to him,
encouraging the Rosary as a new form of
prayer-building on the already existing
“Marian Psalter.” To this day, Dominican
sisters, brothers, and priests stress the
Rosary, and millions find meditation,
consolation, and community through it. Why
not say a decade of the Rosary right now
and tap into its centuries-old strength?
TODAY'S READINGS: Malachi 3:1320b; Luke 11:5-13 (464). “How much
more will the Father in heaven give the
Holy Spirit to those who ask him?”

Friday, Oct 08, 2021
God points toward hope
On October 8, 1871, winds swept across
the dry Midwestern prairie and helped fan
the flames of the Great Chicago Fire and
dozens of lesser-known fires, including the
Pestigo, Wisconsin Firestorm that ranks as
the deadliest wildfire in U.S. history. Local
parish priest Father John-Peter Pernin
wrote an eyewitness account titled The
Finger of God is There! His interpretation of
events captures the theological struggle
believers face amid tragedy: On the one
hand, he sees a judging God striking down
a people for their sinfulness; on the other,
he sees a merciful God filling people with
hope and the promise of new life. May the
finger of God point you in a positive
direction during your times of troubles.
TODAY'S READINGS: Joel 1:13-15;
2:1-2; Luke 11:15-26 (465). “But if it is
by the finger of God that I drive out
demons, then the Kingdom of God has
come upon you.”
Saturday, Oct 09, 2021
MEMORIAL OF DENIS, BISHOP,
MARTYR
Keep your head about you!
Saint Denis, a third-century bishop of Paris,
is invoked for the relief of migraine
headaches, possibly because he is a
cephalophore, a Greek term that means
“head-carrier.” He was martyred by
decapitation and was said to have picked
up the severed head and trotted off with it
under his arm while preaching on
repentance. Wild though that sounds,
artists depicting the saint over the centuries
struggled with the question, “Where do you
put the halo? Over his head, or where his
head used to be?” Though we smile, a
nugget of truth comes through the legend.
When we give all we have to God, our life is
memorable and our story ends well.
TODAY'S READINGS: Joel 4:12-21;
Luke 11:27-28 (466). “[Jesus] replied,
'Rather, blessed are those who hear
the word of God and observe it.’ ”
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