SAINT THOMAS

\QUINAS

DECEMBER 26, 2021

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC

13720 West Thomas Road
Avondale, AZ 85392

Ph: (623) 935-2151

Fax: (623) 935-5044

www.stacc.net

MASS TIMES
Mon-Sat: 8:00am
Sat (Vigil): 5:00pm

Sun: 7:00am, 9:00am,
10:45am*, 12:30pm
*Mass Livestreamed on

Aquinas Catholic Church
YouTube channel

CONFESSIONS
Sat: 8:30am to 9:30am
Wed: 5:00pm to 6:45pm

ADORATION
Tues: 1:00pm to 7:00pm
Wed: 1:00pm to 7:00pm
Thurs: 1:00pm to 7:00pm
Fri.: 8:30am to 12:30pm
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CLERGY
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Gina Kaiser

Infant Baptism

Derek Diesner
Communications
Stephanie Chorkavy
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Daniel Sauceda

Director of Sacred Liturgy
Julie Cipriano x275
Executive Assistant to the Pastor
MaryLina Luna x214
Assistant to the Parish Manager
Ronnie Buchino x290
Receptionist & Parish Assistant

x210

X274

X243

x212

Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Word made Flesh,

The mystery washing over us now is that God became one of us. It seems too weak
to say that it encourages us, though it does...even as it shocks, confounds, and
flabbergasts us. There’s something about it that only poetry can begin to illuminate.
The modern poet John Betjeman’s poem “Christmas” concludes thus:

No love that in a family dwells,
No caroling in frosty air,
Nor all the steeple-shaking bells
Can with this single Truth compare—
That God was Man in Palestine
And lives to-day in Bread and Wine.

God has drawn unthinkably close to us in our own humanity and in the Great
Sacrament of the Eucharist. In Jesus, we encounter One who is fully God and fully
man. He feeds us with Himself in the Eucharist. This paradox always involves human
things (family love, caroling, bells, bread and wine, etc) which are almost
embarrassingly surpassed by the Divine Presence. Or, on the other hand, which seem
to hide the divine presence and power. Afterall, there He is: a baby, crying, in a poor
wandering loving family.

So we should allow the poetry of this Christmas season to attract our curiosity, to
allow the paradox to become plausible. The feast of the Holy Family helps us
consider more deeply the Christmas mystery, as will Epiphany and the Baptism of
the Lord.

I'm grateful to everyone who participated in our Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
celebrations, making them so beautiful. I'm particularly grateful for our hard-working
little staff at the parish, and our priests and deacons. They work SO hard to make our
parish run beautifully. Let’s pray they enjoy some well-deserved rest. I'm also
grateful to everyone who supports the parish with your prayer, service, and financial
support. It all makes a huge difference, every little bit.

| pray that this Christmas Season may deepen our love for the great saving mystery
which is God-made-man.

Joyfully,

Fr John Muir




MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

MASS SCHEDULE AND INTENTIONS

SUNDAY, DEC. 26

07:00am  Pedro Francisco Cano t
09:00am David Long t

10:45am Intentions of the Parish
12:30pm Kurt James Tesch t

MONDAY, DEC. 27
08:00am Donald Rogers t

TUESDAY, DEC. 28
08:00am Mr. & Mrs. Robert Corona t

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 29
08:00am Ed Dutton t

THURSDAY, DEC. 30
08:00am David Mendoza t

INcoME Tax

By Tax PROFESSIONALS

(623) 215-8550

www.JugoTaxPrep.com

FRIDAY, DEC. 31

08:00am Belen Gurvera t
05:30pm  Kurt James Tesch t

SATURDAY, JAN. 1
08:00am  Walter Steiner t
05:00pm  Mr. & Mrs. Reynaldo Cruz t

SUNDAY, JAN. 2

07:00am James O. Young f
09:00am  MSgt Terry Rahe, USAF t
10:45am Intentions of the Parish
12:30pm  Rickey Gulipardo t

“Love and Good Works"
Hebrews 10:24

son by donating

family at our affc

community n o, a vet or children 0-17
with gifi " Eme v Santa Shop.

WHY DO WE DO THAT?
Catholic Life Explained:

Question:

| have been away from the Church for a
few years and really want to get active
again, not so much for me, but for my
children. s this a bad reason to come
back to Church?

Answer:

If you are on your way to the
supermarket, and you are forced to
detour from your usual route because
of road work, does the food you buy
taste different? Is the meal less filling?
Are the vegetables less tasty? Of course
not. In our faith journey, there are many
detours called sin. Some are greater
than others, some are even a bit longer.
But God's grace comes to us in ways we
understand and recognize and need.
Your children leading you back to the
Church is not as important as the fact
that you are back.

This is an opportunity for you to renew,
strengthen, and deepen your faith,
Regardless of how we get to Church, or
what draws us closer to God, the factis
we are there. Do what you need to do
to get right with Ged and the Church.
Go to confession, begin good family
religious practices, and be involved in
the ministries your parish offers. Be
more than a lukewarm parishioner.

Be the kind of Catholic you want your
children to be.

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS!
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By Appointment Only For Your Privacy & Convenience
3996 N. 148th Dr, Goodyear, AZ 85395 (Across from Millenium H.S.)

@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 @ www.4lpi.com

ROBSON RESERVE

Luxury Independent & Assisted Living
Call to schedule a tour today!

15833 W Clubhouse Dr, Goodyear AZ 85395

623.440.6800

St Thomas Aquinas, Avondale, AZ

A 4C 05-1295



PARISH NEWS

MASS

SCHEDULE
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ERIDAY, DEC 31
\
8AM [7TH DAY OF THE CHRISTMAS OCTAVE)

5:30PM (VICIL FOR MARY MOTHER OF GOD) CHILDREN'S LITURGY
~ SATURDAY, JAN 1

B8AM [MARY MOTHER OF GOD} EVERld OTHER SuNDﬂ'ﬂ

5PM [VIGIL FOR EPIPHANY)

SUNDAY, JAN 2 9am Mdss

(EPIPHANY)

>

7AM, 9AM, 10:45AM, 12:30PM

Kinder - 2nd Grade

SAINT THOMAS

Support _
St Thomas Aquinas Roman ' AQUINAS

Catholic Parish Avondale. THINK ABOUT..YOUR LAST TITHE
When you shop at smile.amazon.com, . Naming your parish as a beneficiary in your
estate plan has no immediate impact on you
Amazon donates. financially but can guarantee your continued
= support of the mission of St. Thomas Aquinas
‘ Go to smile.amazon.com beyond your lifetime.

v Call CCF to learn how:
FOUNT ')ﬁn()N ccfphx.org | 480-651-8803

Got Medicare? Let's Talk!

PALM VALLEY

ORAL&MAXILLOFACIAL
——— SURGERY

Don’t Forget... The Annual Enrollment
Period is Oct. 15 - Dec. 7th
Make your Appointment TODAY!

In-Home Appointments Available NO FEE for our Service

Are You SONNY KAPUR

« Turning 65? * A Veteran? . Senior Health Plan Advisor SURGICAL EXCELLENCE

 Losing Group Insurance? 623.777.9954 aTY711)

<Al Residen of A2 @ Emai: suny@emgm.com Randall J. Blazic DDS, MD

« AMember of AHCCS? cheM Advantage/ Medi ts 4

 Retiring Soon? * On Disability Prescription Drug Plans

Frese *hyrlulllia‘glllms number you will be speaking to a licensed insurance agent 6 2 3 - 9 3 5 - 5 774

www.palmvalleyoral.com

SUVORTISS TR Nowe Available Services: Dental Implant Placement, Wisdom Teeth Removal,

Contact Bud Bien to place an ad today!

bbien@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2555 Bone Grafting, Surgical Extraction of Teeth, Intravenous Sedation, General

Anesthesia, Adults & Pediatrics

@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com St Thomas Aquinas, Avondale, AZ B 4C 05-1295




UPCOMING EVENTS
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Women's Retreat
Explore how to be a disciple of Jesus Christ
wherever you are in life

Date: Feb. 5, 2022 from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Admission: $15 (pay at the door)

(Cost covers Light Breakfast, Lunch, Snacks, Drinks, and printed materials.)

Location: St. Clare Hall
Northwest corner of St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church.

RSVP: Email

LisaHendey Arasely Rios Sherry Boas jennifer chan

ST. STEPHEN

~SAVE THEDATE FOR THE NUN RUN

The Poor Clares of Perpetual Adoration of
Our Lady of Solitude Monastery invite you to
participate in their largest fundraising event
of the year: The 13th Annual Nun Run on
March 5th, 2022 at Kiwanis Park, Tempe.
10K, 5K, I Mile, Prayer Walk.

For more information, visit: www.desertnunrun.com

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS! b

Thom SON | Dedicated to St. Thomas Aquinas
Funeral |Chapel | and our Catholic Community

Sean Thompson — Onwer/Funeral Dir.  Cynthia Thompson — Owner

.

First Class Funeral, Cremation & Memorial Services
Family Owned & Dedicated to our Community SUPPORT YOUR
% (623) 932-1780 &

926 S. Litchfield Rd.  Goodyear

LOCAL PARISH.

www.thompsonfuneralchapel.com

@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com St Thomas Aquinas, Avondale, AZ C 4C 05-1295



WORSHIP AID
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This week's readings can be found at 1019 -
The Holy Family / C
The Order of Mass can be found on the Red Trimmed pages.
N pum— | F'-q
————+— T — D ! :
\.!_)_U ] | ’ f_?l
id you not  know that I m mv Fa - ther's house?

1. The LORD is my light and my salvation;

Whom shall 1 fear?

2. There is one thing I ask of the LORD,

Only this do I seek:

To live in the house of the LORD
All the days of my life,

3. To gaze on the beauty of the LORD,
To inquire at his temple.

4. For there he keeps me safe in his shelter

In the day of evil.

He hides me under cover of his tent;
He sets me high up-on a rock.

5. Of you my heart has spoken,

“Seek his face.”

6. Ibelieve I shall see the LORD’s goodness

In the land of the living.

Dox. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Ho-ly Spirit,

As it was in the begin-ning, is now,
And will be fore-ver. Amen.

Psalm Tone Copyright © 1973, 1993 Saint Meinrad Archabbey, All Rights Reserved. Used under Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No Derivative Works

3.0 United States License.

The Revised Grail Psalms Copyright © 2010, Conception Abbey/The Grail, admin. by GLA Publications, Inc., www giamusic.com All rights reserved.

WE'RE HIRING

BE YOURSELF. BRING YOUR PASSION.

= Work-Life Balance
= Full-Time with Benefits * Some Travel
* Serve Your Community

IBi

Invisalign |

Bradshawdentalaz.com

| 623-932-1300

SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL PARISH.

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS!
&)

* Paid Training

Contact us at careers@4lpi.com
www.4lpi.com/careers

WEsT VALLEY VisioN CENTER
Christopher Furey, OD, PLC .=
Stancee Burson, OD ,-
Parishioners et

Eye Exams ¢ Glasses * Contact Lenses

623-932-2020
2580 N. Litchfield Rd. * Goodyear

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

St Thomas Aquinas, Avondale, AZ

D 4C 05-1295




WORSHIP & MEDITATION

FIRST READING
“| prayed for this child, and the LORD
granted my request,
Now |, in turn, give him to the LORD;
as long as he lives, he shall be
dedicated to the LORD."

(15m 1:27-28)

s

PSALM
Blessed are they who dwell in your
house, O Lord. (Ps 84)

_..g,.__

SECOND READING
See what love the Father has
bestowed on us
that we may be called the children
of God.
And sowe are. (1Jn 3:1)

o

GOSPEL
After three days they found him in
the temple,
sitting in the midst of the teachers,
listening to them and asking them
questions. (Lk 2:46)

Excerpts from the Lectionocy for Mass ©2001,
1998 1970 CCO. The English transiation of Psaim
Responses from Lectionavy for Mass © 1965, 1581,
1947, international Commission on English in the
Liturgy Corporation, Al rights resernved,

ADVERTISE HERE NOW!

Contact Bud Bien to place an ad today!
bbien@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2555
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God’s
Unfolding

SL0rY
of Love

GOSPEL MEDITATION
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

Families can be very difficult things to negotiate. This is true not only of our families
of origin, the current family of which we are a part, the family of our Church, our
society, and our global family as well. Everything human can be found in family
stories. Those stories speak of wonderful life-giving successes as well as painful
spirit-robbing abuses. Our greatest joys and our greatest wounds are usually
connected with the experience of family. Our needs, experiences, and unresolved
baggage often color what we bring to our familiar relationships. They contribute

to our level of defensiveness, how guarded and protected we become, and what
prejudices we believe.

In order to break the cycle of dysfunction we have to remember that it is not only
by human effort that we negotiate the difficult and challenging events of our lives.
There is a Divine Effort at work as well. For sure, the human effort can create
quite a mess and easily destroy lives. This is true of any family with which we are
associated. Today's Feast of the Holy Family serves to help us understand that
there is a Divine Story being told as well. It is a story of perseverance in the face of
hardship, determination in the face of despair, healing when we see nothing but
wounds, and light where there is darkness.

Do we believe that God is always working, guiding, restoring, and leading? Unless we
do, we will never be free from the imperfections and wounds that bind us and never
be able to understand what it really means to forgive. Pope Francis tells us that the
“light which comes from the Holy Family encourages us to offer human warmth to
other families.” While this is most certainly true, we can only really begin to do this
when we realize that we are still works in progress, not anchored to the wounds and
sins of our past, and still a leading star in God's continually unfolding story of love.
The Holy Family persevered and radiated warmth because they knew they were not
alone, We can too.

© ADT-Monitored Home Security

e Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

www.HomeFinderTiff.com www.eternityhospicepalliativecare.com O

e

Tiffany Drejza

A Associate Broker

TiffanyD@Remax.net TERNITY HOSPICE

RE/MAX

Desert Showcase

RW #""47‘ 602-374-6878

Since 1989 4140 N. 108th Ave. Suite 101A SUPPORT OUR
ﬁg%;gga&-égdfg @ Phoenix, AZ 85037 ADVERTISERS!

& PALLIATIVE CARE

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com St Thomas Aquinas, Avondale, AZ E 4C 05-1295



FAITH FORMATION

+LAQUINAS JOB OPENING!

WE ARE LOOKING FOR A
FAITH FORMATION ASSISTAN

SEE THE WEBSITE FOR MORE INFO

SIGN UP NOW! LIFE TEEN

MARCH FOR LIFE HUB HOMES
LIFE TEEN

JANUARY 19-23 EDGE
DC MARCH FOR LIFE HRAIIES

12 SPOTS AVAILABLE
5 DAYS IN THE US CAPITOL "W

VISITS TO FAITH SITES, MUSEUMS & LANDMARKS -

DISCUSSIONS, PRAYER & SACRAMENTS
AND OF COURSE,

TRIU

01.29 | SICN UPS OPEN

The perfect retreat for your oral care AT @IV AT E AL AN
FLI| A Fuu-Service Law Firm Serving THe WesT VaLLey

ﬂllevlatlrlg &IE| anb Greaer Proenix For More Than 4-(] YPEAI\?IS” ;
DENTAL ANXIETY FREE = | ~——
One patient at a time.

480-822-7659 AD DESIGN

m Oasis Dental Spa Faith, Ledyard & Faith, rLc
{a

Michael P. Faith
Barry M. Aylstock
Christine M. Faith
Thomas R. Atkins

-

Rachel K. Butts
ames S. Ferlmann

. eal Estate * Business Law ¢ Wills s anni; Probate * DUI
www.oasis-dentalspa.com WITH PURCHASE Law + Bankruptcy » Foreclosure
1760 W. Camelback Road #50 - Lichfed Park, AZ 85340 OF THIS SPACE | e e et e
+ Dental Massaging Chairs - Complimentary Facial Hydrating Skin Masks
+ Aromatherapy During Treatment: Closed Suites For Privacy 623'932'0430 w W w o FA I T H LAW . c 0 M
(3 CALL 800.950.9952

919 N. Dysart Road | Suite F | Avondale, Arizona 85323

@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com St Thomas Aquinas, Avondale, AZ F 4C 05-1295




SHAREHOLDER PROJECT

what would our world look

like if more of our youth knew,
loved, and served Jesus Christ
in their lives? Every year, here at
Aquinas, hundreds of children &

] E C T teens go through our religious

education, sacramental

preparation, and youth ministry programs. Through the generosity of our parishioners'
tithing, we are able to keep costs low while providing the highest-quality materials, events,
retreats, conferences, and more! Howewver, some of our families require partial or full
scholarship assistance for their children.

The Shareholder Project allows you to sponsor scholarship(s) and directly bless one (or
more) of our parish families. You quite literally become a Shareholder investing in the
spiritual life of our youth! Please prayerfully discern if you are able to share your financial
blessings with a young person in cur community as they seek a deeper relationship with the
God that has blessed us all so abundantly.

You can donate to the Shareholder Project via FaithDirect or by filling out the bottom
of this page and returning it in an envelope with a check payable to St. Thomas Aquinas
Faith Formation. This can be left in the collection basket at Mass, turned in at the Parish
Office in The DOC, or dropped in the drop-box. As an added bonus, your donations are tax
deductible!

I WANT TO SPONSOR ONE (OR MORE) YOUTH & BECOME A

eholder

IN THE FUTURE OF MY PARISH!

How do shares work? Shares are $25 apiece. Two shares would completely cover a Religious
Education Registration, EDCE Registration, or an EDGE Retreat. Three shares is a Sacrament
Prep or a Life Teen Registration. Add two or three shares to cover kids for both Youth Ministry
and Sacrament Prep. Eight shares sends a high-schooler on a life-changing retreat experience.
How many of our youth will you bless with your shares?

AQUINAS

Shareholder Name Phone

Number of Shares x $25 each = % (Total Enclosed)

Or online at:

https://forms.ministryforms.net/viewForm.aspx?formld=f71bbda5-e117-4d78-bc3e-2246c2d21345

wvacy | STAND OUT
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ANN’S
WINDOW
COVERINGS

Nancy O’Connell

Owner, Parishioner

623-258-3633

Goodyear, Arizona

naoconnell@msn.com
LIC.# ROC325486

nancyannswindowcoverings.com

with a PREMIUM DIGITAL AD
on PARISHESONLINE.COM

CONTACT US AT 800-950-9952

(1pi) For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 « www.4lpi.com

Contact Bud Bien to place an ad today!
bbien@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2555

WE'RE HIRING
AD SALES ¢ e

BE YOURSELF. BRING YOUR PASSION.
WORK WITH PURPOSE.

* Work-Life Balance = Paid Training

= Full-Time with Benefits * Some Travel
= Community

IPi Contact us at careers@4lpi.com
www.4lpi.com/careers

St Thomas Aquinas, Avondale, AZ 6 4C 05-1295



ST. THOMAS AQUINAS GRADE SCHOOL

§Y 2022-2023

ATTEND

ST. THOMAS
AQUINAS
CATHOLIC
GRADE SCHOOL

Admission opens online
Jan. 3, 2022
www.stacatholic.com

Individuals and Corporations,

“Your tax credit s e
made it possible Turn Your Arizona Tax Credits into
Jor me to pursue Future Leaders!

my dreams.”
- Brianna 99.4% Graduation Rate
97% Matriculate to Higher Ed / Military

1000s Hours of Community Service

It’s Quick. It’s Easy. Ask Us How!

602-218-6542 « WWW.CEAZ.ORG

MLLEEY
o

* Catholic Education

24" ArRIZONA

= Changing lives one scholarship at a time.

ADVERTISE HERE NOW!

SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL PARISH.

(]

Fi

(1pi) For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 « www.4lpi.com

Contact Bud Bien to place an ad today!
bbien@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2555

Sign up to have our weekly parish bulletin
emailed to you at www.parishesonline.com

St Thomas Aquinas, Avondale, AZ

IB ShopWithScrip’

When you purchase Scrip,
you are purchasing gift
cards at face value, that
are used just like cash at
participating retailers.
You're probably asking
yourself how these stores
help us raise money. It's
simple - Scrip participating
retailers agree to sell gift
cards to our school at a
discount. Families buy the
gift cards for full face
value, they redeem them
for full face value, and our
school earns the
difference.

Sales Times
Every Weekday
Sunday after 9 am Mass

Contact
Georgina Naehrbass
gnaehrbass@stacc.net
623.935.2151 x273

GROW YOUR BUSINESS
SUPPORTING YOUR LOCAL PARISH

-BOOKS- (u“)

. THET

H 4C 05-1295



WELCOME CENTER, CAFE, & GIFT SHOP
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(. _CLOSING. -
=~ A

A reminder that The DOC will be closed beginning Monday, December 27th through
Saturday, January 1st. We will re-open on Sunday. January 2nd from 7:45am until 2:15pm.
We will then be closed on Monday, January 3rd and will return to our normal hours on

Tuesday, January 4th. Thank you!

Drink of the Month:

Stop on in to get your
Jesus Birthday Cake Frappe

$3

come, sip. explore.



WHAT'S HAPPENING (DEC. 26 - JAN. 2)

| SE DOUG
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Gibbilini; Givebacks!

TUESDAY, JANUARY 11TH

GOODYEAR JOINT - 15280 W MCDOWELL ROAD

St Thowas Aguisas Sehool, Wildest
Dads Clib

BRING THIS FLYER IN ON

TUESDAY, JANUARY 11TH FOR DINE IN OR TAKE OUT
AND OREGANO'S WILL GIVE 20% OF YOUR BILL
(BEFORE TAX AND GRATUITY) BACK TO

ST. THOMAS AQUINAS SCHOOL WILDCAT DADS CLUB

CATHOLIC
BREAKFAST

Be sure to get all caught up on
Catholic Breakfast episodes now,

by visiting www.
catholicbreakfast.com.

IT'S THAT EASY!

ATTENTION!
WHEN ORDERING,
PRESENT THIS FLYER TO
YOUR SERVER.

OREGAMNOS5.COM

- OUR
ISTOR

BELLOW'S

CHILOREN'S LITURGY

OUR PARISH HISTORY

Do you have an interesting story to
share? Maybe you have pictures of our
Parish from many years ago? Do you
have an old bulletin? Parish Directory?
Artifacts from the Mission Church? If so,
we want to talk to you as we are trying
to document our history.

If you have anything to share,
please email Janice Eckert at
history@stacc.net

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS -
DONUT SALE

Donuts are back! Join us each Sunday

outside in the Courtyard after the 7am,

9am, and 10:45am Masses and grab a
donut. Join us for the fun, hospitality,
and getting to know one another.

Donut Sundays
8am until 12 Noon
Courtyard

BELLOW'S CHILDREN'S LITURGY

Bellow the Ox invites all children in
Kindergarten through 2nd Grade to join
us for Children's Liturgy
during the 9am Mass.

It's an adapted worship experience for
children, developed to help them better
understand the Gospel.

During the 9am Mass
Adoration Chapel
Occurs every other weekend



