
DECEMBER 26,  2021
MASS TIMES 

Mon-Sat: 8:00am 
Sat (Vigil): 5:00pm 

Sun: 7:00am, 9:00am, 
10:45am*, 12:30pm 
*Mass Livestreamed on 
Aquinas Catholic Church 

YouTube channel 
 

CONFESSIONS 
Sat: 8:30am to 9:30am 

Wed: 5:00pm to 6:45pm
 

ADORATION
Tues: 1:00pm to 7:00pm 
Wed: 1:00pm to 7:00pm

Thurs: 1:00pm to 7:00pm
Fri.: 8:30am to 12:30pm

13720 West Thomas Road
 
Avondale, AZ 85392
 
Ph: (623) 935-2151
 
Fax: (623) 935-5044
 
www.stacc.net 



CLERGY
FR. John Muir, Pastor
FR. Chris Gossen
FR. Ryan Lee 
 
DCN. Ken Porter
DCN. Jason Robinson
DCN. Edgar Carnecer
DCN. Ken Wedge
DCN. Chuck Shaw
 
STAFF
Steve Henry                    x220
Parish Manager
Andrew Starbuck            x206
Facilitator of Faith Formation
Mayra Romero                x218
Marriage Prep
Gina Kaiser                      x210
Infant Baptism
Derek Diesner                 x274
Communications
Stephanie Chorkavy       x243
The DOC Manager
Daniel Sauceda               x212
Director of Sacred Liturgy
Julie Cipriano                  x275
Executive Assistant to the Pastor
MaryLina Luna                x214
Assistant to the Parish Manager
Ronnie Buchino              x290
Receptionist & Parish Assistant

PARISH STAFF
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ABOUT OUR PARISH

Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Word made Flesh,
 
The mystery washing over us now is that God became one of us. It seems too weak 
to say that it encourages us, though it does…even as it shocks, confounds, and 
flabbergasts us. There’s something about it that only poetry can begin to illuminate. 
The modern poet John Betjeman’s poem “Christmas” concludes thus: 
 
No love that in a family dwells, 
               No caroling in frosty air,
Nor all the steeple-shaking bells
               Can with this single Truth compare—
That God was Man in Palestine
And lives to-day in Bread and Wine.
 
God has drawn unthinkably close to us in our own humanity and in the Great 
Sacrament of the Eucharist. In Jesus, we encounter One who is fully God and fully 
man. He feeds us with Himself in the Eucharist. This paradox always involves human 
things (family love, caroling, bells, bread and wine, etc) which are almost 
embarrassingly surpassed by the Divine Presence. Or, on the other hand, which seem 
to hide the divine presence and power. Afterall, there He is: a baby, crying, in a poor 
wandering loving family. 
 
So we should allow the poetry of this Christmas season to attract our curiosity, to 
allow the paradox to become plausible. The feast of the Holy Family helps us 
consider more deeply the Christmas mystery, as will Epiphany and the Baptism of 
the Lord. 
 
I’m grateful to everyone who participated in our Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 
celebrations, making them so beautiful. I’m particularly grateful for our hard-working 
little staff at the parish, and our priests and deacons. They work SO hard to make our 
parish run beautifully. Let’s pray they enjoy some well-deserved rest. I’m also 
grateful to everyone who supports the parish with your prayer, service, and financial 
support. It all makes a huge difference, every little bit. 
 
I pray that this Christmas Season may deepen our love for the great saving mystery 
which is God-made-man. 
 
Joyfully,
 
Fr John Muir



FRIDAY, DEC. 31
08:00am    Belen Gurvera †
05:30pm    Kurt James Tesch † 
 
SATURDAY, JAN. 1 
08:00am     Walter Steiner †
05:00pm     Mr. & Mrs. Reynaldo Cruz †
 
SUNDAY, JAN. 2
07:00am     James O. Young †
09:00am     MSgt Terry Rahe, USAF †
10:45am      Intentions of the Parish
12:30pm      Rickey Gulipardo †

SUNDAY, DEC. 26
07:00am     Pedro Francisco Cano †
09:00am     David Long †
10:45am      Intentions of the Parish
12:30pm      Kurt James Tesch †
 
MONDAY, DEC. 27
08:00am    Donald Rogers †
 
TUESDAY, DEC. 28
08:00am    Mr. & Mrs. Robert Corona †
 
WEDNESDAY, DEC. 29
08:00am    Ed Dutton †
 
THURSDAY, DEC. 30
08:00am   David Mendoza †

MASS SCHEDULE AND INTENTIONS
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MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS 

		  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		 St Thomas Aquinas, Avondale, AZ	 A 4C 05-1295

Luxury Independent & Assisted Living
Call to schedule a tour today!

623.440.6800
15833 W Clubhouse Dr, Goodyear AZ 85395
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PARISH NEWS

		  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		 St Thomas Aquinas, Avondale, AZ	 B 4C 05-1295

Got Medicare? Let’s Talk!
Don’t Forget... The Annual Enrollment

Period is Oct. 15 - Dec. 7th
Make your Appointment TODAY!

In-Home Appointments Available  NO FEE for our Service

SONNY KAPUR
Senior Health Plan Advisor

623.777.9954 (TTY711)
Email: sonny@cmgm.com

Medicare Advantage/ Medicare Supplements
Prescription Drug Plans

*by calling this number you will be speaking to a licensed insurance agent

Are You:
• Turning 65? • A Veteran?

• Losing Group Insurance?

• A New Resident of AZ?

• A Member of AHCCS?

• Retiring Soon? • On Disability

SURGICAL EXCELLENCE
Randall J. Blazic DDS, MD

623-935-5774
www.palmvalleyoral.com

Available Services: Dental Implant Placement, Wisdom Teeth Removal, 
Bone Grafting, Surgical Extraction of Teeth, Intravenous Sedation, General 

Anesthesia, Adults & Pediatrics

Contact Bud Bien to place an ad today!

bbien@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2555
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UPCOMING EVENTS

		  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		 St Thomas Aquinas, Avondale, AZ	 C 4C 05-1295

Sean Thompson – Onwer/Funeral Dir.     Cynthia Thompson – Owner

First Class Funeral, Cremation & Memorial Services
Family Owned & Dedicated to our Community

(623) 932-1780
926 S. Litchfield Rd. • Goodyear

www.thompsonfuneralchapel.com

Dedicated to St. Thomas Aquinas
and our Catholic Community



HEADER
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WORSHIP AID

 This week's readings can be found at 1019 - 
The Holy Family / C

The Order of Mass can be found on the Red Trimmed pages. 

		  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		 St Thomas Aquinas, Avondale, AZ	 D 4C 05-1295

West Valley Vision Center
Christopher Furey, OD, PLC
Stancee Burson, OD
Parishioners

Eye Exams • Glasses • Contact Lenses
623-932-2020

2580 N. Litchfield Rd. • Goodyear
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WORSHIP & MEDITATION

SECTION HEADING

		  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		 St Thomas Aquinas, Avondale, AZ	 E 4C 05-1295

www.HomeFinderTiff.com

602-374-6878
4140 N. 108th Ave. Suite 101A

Phoenix, AZ 85037
www.eternityhospicepalliativecare.com

Contact Bud Bien to place an ad today!

bbien@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2555



Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod 
tempor incididunt ut labore et 
dolore magna aliqua.Eget nunc 
scelerisque viverra mauris in 
aliquam sem fringilla ut.
 

HEADER
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FAITH FORMATION

		  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		 St Thomas Aquinas, Avondale, AZ	 F 4C 05-1295

At Faith, Ledyard & Faith, PLC, our lawyers and staff  work hard to deliver quality  solutions through superior service to our clients. 
Our mission is to serve the needs of  our clients at a reasonable price and to maintain a lasting relationship.13760 W. Camelback Road #50 • Litchfield Park, AZ 85340

• Dental Massaging Chairs • Complimentary Facial Hydrating Skin Masks
• Aromatherapy During Treatment• Closed Suites For Privacy

Parishioner
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SHAREHOLDER PROJECT

 Or online at:
https://forms.ministryforms.net/viewForm.aspx?formId=f71bbda5-e117-4d78-bc3e-2246c2d21345

		  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		 St Thomas Aquinas, Avondale, AZ	 G 4C 05-1295

NANCY
ANN’S
WINDOW

COVERINGS

Nancy O’Connell
Owner, Parishioner

623-258-3633
Goodyear, Arizona

naoconnell@msn.com
LIC.# ROC325486

nancyannswindowcoverings.com

Contact Bud Bien to place an ad today!

bbien@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2555



10

ST. THOMAS AQUINAS GRADE SCHOOL

When you purchase Scrip, 
you are purchasing gift 
cards at face value, that 
are used just like cash at 
participating retailers. 
You’re probably asking 
yourself how these stores 
help us raise money. It's 
simple - Scrip participating 
retailers agree to sell gift 
cards to our school at a 
discount. Families buy the 
gift cards for full face 
value, they redeem them 
for full face value, and our 
school earns the 
difference.
 

Sales Times
Every Weekday

Sunday after 9 am Mass
 

Contact
Georgina Naehrbass

gnaehrbass@stacc.net
623.935.2151 x273 

		  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		 St Thomas Aquinas, Avondale, AZ	 H 4C 05-1295

Contact Bud Bien to place an ad today!

bbien@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2555
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 WELCOME CENTER, CAFE, & GIFT SHOP

 A reminder that The DOC will be closed beginning Monday, December 27th through 
Saturday, January 1st. We will re-open on Sunday. January 2nd from 7:45am until 2:15pm. 

We will then be closed on Monday, January 3rd and will return to our normal hours on 
Tuesday, January 4th. Thank you!

 Drink of the Month:

 Stop on in to get your
Jesus Birthday Cake Frappe

 
$3 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING (DEC. 26 - JAN. 2)

PORTERS OF SAINT JOSEPH

Do you have an interesting story to 
share? Maybe you have pictures of our 
Parish from many years ago? Do you 
have an old bulletin? Parish Directory? 
Artifacts from the Mission Church? If so, 
we want to talk to you as we are trying 
to document our history.
 
If you have anything to share, 
please email Janice Eckert at 
history@stacc.net

OUR PARISH HISTORY

Donuts are back! Join us each Sunday 
outside in the Courtyard after the 7am, 
9am, and 10:45am Masses and grab a 
donut. Join us for the fun, hospitality, 
and getting to know one another. 
 
Donut Sundays 
8am until 12 Noon
Courtyard

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS - 
DONUT SALE  Bellow the Ox invites all children in 

Kindergarten through 2nd Grade to join 
us for Children's Liturgy 
during the 9am Mass.

It's an adapted worship experience for 
children, developed to help them better 

understand the Gospel. 
 
During the 9am Mass
Adoration Chapel
Occurs every other weekend

BELLOW'S CHILDREN'S LITURGY

Be sure to get all caught up on 
Catholic Breakfast episodes now, 

by visiting www.
catholicbreakfast.com.


