
JANUARY 9,  2022
MASS TIMES 

Mon-Sat: 8:00am 
Sat (Vigil): 5:00pm 

Sun: 7:00am, 9:00am, 
10:45am*, 12:30pm 
*Mass Livestreamed on 
Aquinas Catholic Church 

YouTube channel 
 

CONFESSIONS 
Sat: 8:30am to 9:30am 

Wed: 5:00pm to 6:45pm
 

ADORATION
Tues: 1:00pm to 7:00pm 
Wed: 1:00pm to 7:00pm

Thurs: 1:00pm to 7:00pm
Fri: 8:30am to 12:30pm

13720 West Thomas Road
 
Avondale, AZ 85392
 
Ph: (623) 935-2151
 
Fax: (623) 935-5044
 
www.stacc.net 
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FR. Ryan Lee 
 
DCN. Ken Porter
DCN. Jason Robinson
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Parish Manager
Andrew Starbuck            x206
Facilitator of Faith Formation
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Marriage Prep
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Infant Baptism
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Communications
Stephanie Chorkavy       x243
The DOC Manager
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Director of Sacred Liturgy
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Executive Assistant to the Pastor
MaryLina Luna                x214
Assistant to the Parish Manager
Ronnie Buchino              x290
Receptionist & Parish Assistant
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LETTER FROM FR. MUIR

Dear Friends,
 
Do you know what day you were baptized?
 
I was baptized on Feb 12, 1978. It is also Abraham Lincoln’s birthday, which has always 
helped my remember that my baptism is a true spiritual birthday. Once Saint John Paul II 
was asked what the most important day of his life was. He, a man who had accomplished 
more than most men do in a hundred lifetimes, answered unhesitatingly: “the day of my 
baptism.” He never stopped remembering the fundamental value of this day: when he 
was re-born as a son of God, a “son in the Son,” sharing by grace in the filial identity of 
the Son of God.
 
So, here’s your homework: learn the date of your baptism and put in on your calendar to 
celebrate. You can celebrate by going to Mass, or confession (both which renew our 
baptismal grace in a special way), or even visiting the church in which you were baptized 
(a plenary indulgence is attached to this on your baptism day). Of course, you could also 
throw a party and invite friends. All are great options.
 
This Sunday’s celebration is the Baptism of the Lord. We re-live the mystery that the Lord 
Jesus willed to plunge himself into the murky and muddy waters of our sinful condition so 
that we could arise as sinless and healed sons and daughters of God. He didn’t need to be 
baptized. But it was fitting “to fulfill all righteousness.” That is, his loving descent into our 
unrighteousness unleashes the power to bring divine holiness and life into our humanity. 
His baptism foreshadows his death and descent to the place of the dead—his rising from 
the waters is a sign of his resurrection. All this we experience sacramentally in our 
baptism.
 
So, what’s the purpose of our baptism? Psalm 29 gives us a hint today: “Give to the Lord, 
you sons of God, give to the Lord glory and praise!” In the Bible, “sons of God” originally 
means “angels.” They are the heavenly, created beings who are around God’s throne and 
worship the uncreated One day and night. They are also the ones who exercise God’s 
authority to invisibly govern natural and human affairs. In our baptism, we are given an 
authority equal to (even higher than!) the angels of God. The proof of this is our access to 
heavenly worship in the sacred liturgy. We worship God the Father “with all the angels 
and archangels” as we say in the preface. We are now sons of God who worship with the 
angelic beings. This baptismal elevation of our status as “sons of God” is also why we 
believe that human saints “intercede for us with unfailing help” in earthly affairs, much 
like the angels. They are baptized “sons of God” by the grace of Jesus.
 
This week, let’s marvel at the mystery of divine sonship: revealed by Christ in his core 
identity, and given to us as a free gift—one to be celebrated and lived each and every 
day.
 
 
Truly,
 

Fr John Muir



THURSDAY, JAN. 13
08:00am    Ann Sappanfield †
 
FRIDAY, JAN. 14
08:00am    Mr. & Mrs. Luis Chavira †
 
SATURDAY, JAN. 15
08:00am     Antonio Milallos †
05:00pm     Khalyla-Luna Gomez - Healing
 
SUNDAY, JAN. 16
07:00am     Jim O'Donnell †
09:00am     Diego Gettig †
10:45am      Intentions of the Parish
12:30pm      Deacon  Al Scheller †

SUNDAY, JAN. 9
07:00am     Teresa Herrera †
09:00am     Christina Gossen - Birthday
10:45am      Intentions of the Parish
12:30pm      Romulo Rillera †
 
MONDAY, JAN. 10
08:00am     Mr. & Mrs. Pablo M. Loya †
 
TUESDAY, JAN. 11
08:00am   Ronald G. Bozzi †
 
WEDNESDAY, JAN. 12
08:00am   Norm Cassil †
 

MASS SCHEDULE AND INTENTIONS
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MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS 

 The Mass Intention Book will open for the months of April, 
May, and June on Saturday, January 15 at 12 Midnight. You 

may select up to six Masses total. A $10 donation is 
recommended for each Mass. You can sign-up for your Mass 

by visiting:
www.stacc.com/mass-intentions

or by visiting the Parish Office during regular business hours.

		  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		 St Thomas Aquinas, Avondale, AZ	 A 4C 05-1295

Luxury Independent & Assisted Living
Call to schedule a tour today!

623.440.6800
15833 W Clubhouse Dr, Goodyear AZ 85395
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PARISH NEWS

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Family of the Month
 
Have you read our Aquinas Parish Neighbors 

magazine? Each month we feature a 
different family and share with you their 

amazing story. Do you know a family in our 
Parish that has a great story to share? If so, 

we want to know. Please email Derek 
Diesner at ddiesner@stacc.net and tell us 
why we should feature this family in the 

next issue of our magazine.

		  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		 St Thomas Aquinas, Avondale, AZ	 B 4C 05-1295

Got Medicare? Let’s Talk!
Don’t Forget... The Annual Enrollment

Period is Oct. 15 - Dec. 7th
Make your Appointment TODAY!

In-Home Appointments Available  NO FEE for our Service

SONNY KAPUR
Senior Health Plan Advisor

623.777.9954 (TTY711)
Email: sonny@cmgm.com

Medicare Advantage/ Medicare Supplements
Prescription Drug Plans

*by calling this number you will be speaking to a licensed insurance agent

Are You:
• Turning 65? • A Veteran?

• Losing Group Insurance?

• A New Resident of AZ?

• A Member of AHCCS?

• Retiring Soon? • On Disability

SURGICAL EXCELLENCE
Randall J. Blazic DDS, MD

623-935-5774
www.palmvalleyoral.com

Available Services: Dental Implant Placement, Wisdom Teeth Removal, 
Bone Grafting, Surgical Extraction of Teeth, Intravenous Sedation, General 

Anesthesia, Adults & Pediatrics
Contact Dave Hyde to place an ad today! 
dhyde@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5820
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WOMEN'S RETREAT

		  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		 St Thomas Aquinas, Avondale, AZ	 C 4C 05-1295

Sean Thompson – Onwer/Funeral Dir.     Cynthia Thompson – Owner

First Class Funeral, Cremation & Memorial Services
Family Owned & Dedicated to our Community

(623) 932-1780
926 S. Litchfield Rd. • Goodyear

www.thompsonfuneralchapel.com

Dedicated to St. Thomas Aquinas
and our Catholic Community



HEADER
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WORSHIP AID

 This week's readings can be found at 1022 - 
The Baptism Of The Lord / C

The Order of Mass can be found on the Red Trimmed pages. 

		  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		 St Thomas Aquinas, Avondale, AZ	 D 4C 05-1295

West Valley Vision Center
Christopher Furey, OD, PLC
Stancee Burson, OD
Parishioners

Eye Exams • Glasses • Contact Lenses
623-932-2020

2580 N. Litchfield Rd. • Goodyear
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WORSHIP AID

SECTION HEADING

Latin Introit

 Communion Antiphon

		  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		 St Thomas Aquinas, Avondale, AZ	 E 4C 05-1295

www.HomeFinderTiff.com

602-374-6878
4140 N. 108th Ave. Suite 101A

Phoenix, AZ 85037
www.eternityhospicepalliativecare.com

Superior Motor Vehicle Services
Authorized 3rd party MVD service provider since 2001 – Licensed Bonded Insured
Drivers License • ID’s • Driving Permit • Reinstatements
13220 W Van Buren St. Suite 100 • Goodyear, AZ 85338    Phone: (623) 925-0500
Business hours: Mon-Fri 8:00am - 6:00pm | Sat 8:00am - 2:00pm | Sun CLOSED  *Convenience fee shall apply

Contact Dave Hyde to place an ad today! 
dhyde@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5820



Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod 
tempor incididunt ut labore et 
dolore magna aliqua.Eget nunc 
scelerisque viverra mauris in 
aliquam sem fringilla ut.
 

HEADER
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FAITH FORMATION

		  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		 St Thomas Aquinas, Avondale, AZ	 F 4C 05-1295

At Faith, Ledyard & Faith, PLC, our lawyers and staff  work hard to deliver quality  solutions through superior service to our clients. 
Our mission is to serve the needs of  our clients at a reasonable price and to maintain a lasting relationship.13760 W. Camelback Road #50 • Litchfield Park, AZ 85340

• Dental Massaging Chairs • Complimentary Facial Hydrating Skin Masks
• Aromatherapy During Treatment• Closed Suites For Privacy

Parishioner
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SHAREHOLDER PROJECT

 Or online at:
https://forms.ministryforms.net/viewForm.aspx?formId=f71bbda5-e117-4d78-bc3e-2246c2d21345

		  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		 St Thomas Aquinas, Avondale, AZ	 G 4C 05-1295

NANCY
ANN’S
WINDOW

COVERINGS

Nancy O’Connell
Owner, Parishioner

623-258-3633
Goodyear, Arizona

naoconnell@msn.com
LIC.# ROC325486

nancyannswindowcoverings.com

Contact Dave Hyde to place an ad today! 
dhyde@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5820
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ST. THOMAS AQUINAS CATHOLIC GRADE SCHOOL

 If you… 
-do not understand the tax credit 
-think you do not qualify
-you do not have tax liability
 
Questions –
Call the school office or CEA at 
(602) 218-6542.
 
    Are you doing your taxes?
    Are you getting a Tax Refund?
    Do you Owe taxes?
    Do you work in Arizona?
 
If you answered “yes” to any of these 
questions…you need to redirect your 
taxes to CEA.  
2021 Limits:
Married filers- $2,435   
Single filers- $1,219 
STA 2021 CEA Goal = $500,000
 
HELP US – Ask a friend, a neighbor, a 
family member to redirect to CEA….
Redirect today…don’t forget to put St. 
Thomas Aquinas on form!
 
Redirect on-line at www.CEAZ.org or 
mail form in by the deadline on 
APRIL 15!

This non-profit club is dedicated to the continuous 
improvement and growth of our school which directly 
benefits our students. It is also a great way to build a 
community of dads that together want to be involved 
in our school. The primary focus of the Wildcats Dad’s 

Club is to raise funds for campus needs and school 
programs as well as additional instructional items that 

serve to enrich our student's education.

 Consider joining our Wildcat 
Dad's Club!  For more 
information, please 

visit:www.wildcatdads.com/

		  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		 St Thomas Aquinas, Avondale, AZ	 H 4C 05-1295

Contact Dave Hyde to place an ad today! 
dhyde@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5820
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 WELCOME CENTER, CAFE, & GIFT SHOP

The DOC, pronounced “dock” is our parish office, giftshop, 
and café. What does The DOC mean? Why is it spelled 
D.O.C? It actually has several meanings, a dock in the 
traditional form means “A platform extending from a shore 
supported by pillars; which receives vessels for loading and 
unloading." Fr. Muir aptly put it that The DOC is like a 
traditional dock, where we extend ourselves to our Parish 
community; meeting them wherever they are in their 
journey towards Christ. This could be as simple as providing 
anything from new parishioner registration, information on 
sacraments, a specialty coffee drink, a gift for a family 
member, or an ear for listening. The second meaning and 
where The DOC spelling comes about is from our patron 
saint; St. Thomas Aquinas. Everyone knows how intelligent 
and devout St. Thomas was; a theologian like no other who 
had a wonderful teacher, St. Albert The Great.  Because St. 
Thomas kept to himself and was a thoughtful thinker, other 
students made fun of Thomas calling him “The Dumb Ox." 
St Albert The Great proclaimed in his defense: “We call this 
young man a dumb ox, but his bellowing in doctrine will one 
day resound throughout the world!” Boy was he correct! 
Not only was St Thomas titled as one of the Doctors of the 
Church; but had one of the greatest understandings of the 
precious gift of The Eucharist! DOC stands for “Doctor of 
the Church” and “Dumb Ox Café” –where volunteers and 
staff happily serve our Parish through thoughtful drink 
preparation and service, assistance in the needs of our 
parishioners, fellowship, unique gifts sourced both locally 
and from around the globe. We thank you for supporting 
The DOC and we look forward to meeting your needs each 
day! 
 
God Bless,
 
Stephanie Chorkavy
DOC Manager

 Our Story:

Featured Drink:
 

Oxen Brew 

Featured Book:
 

Tandem

Enter For Your Chance to Win the Gift Basket 
 

January is a busy month at The DOC! For the entire month, 
all books are 10% off and we will have an exclusive 

"bargain books" section, where you can save even more. 
With any gift shop purchase of $20 or more during the 

month of January, you will be entered into our drawing to 
win the gift basket (pictured to the left), to celebrate the 

Feast Day for St. Thomas Aquinas. 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING 

 You, our St. Thomas Aquinas parishioners have outdone 
yourselves in generosity again this year!  How can we ever begin 

to thank you for all the wonderful “Angel Tree” gifts for our 
families…and many extras to send on to St. Michael’s in Gila 
Bend!  Thank  you from the bottom of our hearts! A detailed 

report on both our Thanksgiving Food Drive and our “Angel Tree” 
will be coming up later this month but we could not wait to 

recognize your outpouring of love to those in need!  Our SVdP 
conference is so very blessed by each and every one of you!

PORTERS OF SAINT JOSEPH LOOKING FOR ADDITIONAL NEW MEMBERS 
The Saint Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church; Porters of Saint Joseph Men’s 
Ministry is a volunteer apostolate with the mission to develop spiritually 

strong men and to provide a safe environment at our Church so parishioners 
can worship God in peace and safety. An orientation 

meeting is scheduled for new members on January 22nd from 11:30 am 
to 3:30 pm in Saint James Hall.  Email security@stacc.net to express your 
interest in becoming part of the team. All interested men will have to be 

Safe Environment compliant with a full background check completed.


