
FRUITS OF OUR CONTRIBUTIONS
On November 6, 2018, Archbishop Sartain presided over the dedication Mass for our newly 
renovated church downtown. Since that time, so many wonderful events have taken place 
in our church: daily, Sunday and holy day Masses; funerals; weddings and baptisms; Bishop 
Mueggenborg’s Advent reflection; Audrey Assad and Lukas Hassler concerts; Reboot with 
Chris Stefanik; Mass for Life and Catholic Advocacy Day to name just a few. Additions to 
the Westside Chapel have also been welcome. Here are some highlights of the renovations:

Members of Saint Michael Parish staff are particularly aware of the effects of the renovation. Here are some of their thoughts:
Michelle Clinton, Steward for Liturgical 
Ministries describes the results of this 
transformation:
“On a functional level, our new larger, more 
accessible storage has allowed us to spend 
our energy making our seasonal changes 
instead of going up and down the stairs and 
doing the heavy lifting. Improvements in 
the working sacristy have made it a dream 
on Sunday mornings. Padded chairs for 
those sitting by the font is a welcoming 
gesture. And now with the flexibility of 
chairs at the bottom of the steps, we can 
have a dignified place for viewing before a 
funeral. 
“On a different level, there is something 

about being in a beautiful worship space that feels just right. Our church is now beautiful, clean, tidy, fresh and historical, all at the same 
time. The altar is a work of art and calls out that it is the most important furnishing in the room. The musicians now surround the altar as part 
of the assembly with ample room and the sound —the music they make—is wonderful.  
“All of this helps me to pray. The building starts with being very functional and moves into a kind of beauty that moves the soul. In some ways 
it is difficult to extract the building from the experience. Our prayer, our song, our work, our becoming one body, the sense of belonging we 
feel, along with the building, contribute to the experience. Take away one of these elements and the experience is less. The thoughtfulness 
behind the renovation brings more meaning. Our use of this new space praises God and brings others to Him in ways I am just beginning to 
understand.”
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Equal sacrifice, not equal gifts.
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Andrew Goldstein, Steward for Music Ministry, also shares his impressions:
“For music ministry, the renovation has transformed much of what we do (and how we do it)! 
“First and foremost, moving the musicians out from the corner and into the open space behind the altar has dramatically improved 
the acoustics, and has heightened our participation in the liturgy. The choir, especially, can be heard more clearly and the invitation to 
participate in song at Mass is much more clear to those sitting in the pews!
“On the technical side of things, our new sound system has dramatically increased our ability to blend sound in a very big, cavernous space! 
More practically, we’re also not running our sound wires over the 30ft we occupy on Sunday mornings. The camera system has improved our 
ability to closely witness Sacraments like Baptisms and Confirmations, which has changed our involvement and deepened our experience of 
the Sacraments. What a blessing!
“We’re so blessed by the transformation that occurred during the Faithraising Campaign and that continues as we adjust to our new normal 
in the renovated sanctuary. I’ve seen a revival in our music ministry and a great leap forward in what’s possible for each ensemble. So much 
gratitude!”

Equal sacrifice, not equal gifts.

Some who have made pledges have shared what initially motivated them to participate and what continues to motivate them:
“Initially I was reluctant to participate, since my husband and I are on a fixed income, and we don’t have much spare cash. However, after 
hearing Fr. Jim describe his vision to make the Lord’s house beautiful, I was willing to trust God, and make a pledge. So far, remarkably, 
we have been able to make progress towards fulfilling our pledge without significant hardship! We continue to be motivated to participate 
throughout this campaign, when we look at the results of the renovation, and the faithfulness of so many fellow parishioners.”   
– Molly Morgan
“I was motivated initially by Fr. Jim’s vision and by the scope of what was planned. A lot of time and effort was made in determining what was 
needed to make the improvements, both seen and unseen. I continue to be motivated by the results: the incredibly beautiful transformation 
of the church, plus the feeling that I have from contributing to my present faith community and those yet to come.”  
– Anonymous


