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St. Patrick  Catholic Church 

Welcome Visitors! 
We hope your faith has been enriched by worshipping with us this morning. Please join us after mass in Paddy’s 

Place located downstairs for coffee and donuts. If you are interested in learning more about the Catholic faith or 

are thinking about returning to the Church, please contact the parish office for more information. We at St. 

Patrick try to include our many communities in the liturgy, which is why many of us sign responses along with 

our deaf members. You will find cards in the pews that illustrate some of the more common signs used. 

Until We Meet again, may God Bless You! 

For more information about our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickseattle.org 

 

2702 Broadway East  Seattle  98102 
206.329.2960   office@stpatrickseattle.org 

Office Hours:  Monday—Thursday 10am—2pm 

We, the people of God at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church, are a welcoming Christ-centered 

community committed to keeping alive the vision and hope of Vatican II. Our Sunday 

liturgy, enhanced by the creative arts, strengthens us for the work of peace and justice in the 

world and challenges us to live in communion with one another and all of creation. 
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Merry Christmas, my Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 

I don’t remember how I lost the Christmas feeling. I just know that sometime during 
my teenage years the annual Christmas feeling disappeared from my heart. Perhaps it 
happened after my father’s tragic death at age 14. Or maybe it was an angry teenager 
shedding all things heartfelt from his childhood. I don’t remember Christmases ever 
having the same joyful and peaceful atmosphere as I trudged into adulthood. Perhaps 
a tragedy has silenced the Christmas feeling from your heart?  
 
I read a story about a famous poet who experienced a similar loss of the Christmas 
feeling. 19th Century poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow was famous for all sorts of 
beautiful works that commemorate our American history. But one gave voice to the 
pain of losing his beloved wife Fanny. She died in a tragic fire in 1861. Later that year 
during Christmas, he heard the bells heralding the birth of the Savior and the sound did 
nothing for him. He had lost the Christmas feeling. Shortly after losing his wife his 
oldest son Charles enlisted and went off to war without his father’s blessing. The boy 
was 19. Longfellow’s despair the next Christmas grew even deeper. It was a time when 
America was mired in Civil War. After hearing news that his son was shot in battle, 
Longfellow feared he lost his son, too. When he learned his son survived, the 
Christmas feeling returned and he penned a poem called “Christmas Bells” written on 
Christmas Day 1863. The poem would eventually become a popular holiday carol, “I 
Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.”     
 
Christ was born to turn our despair into hope. Jesus was born to bring “Peace on 
Earth, good-will” to all. It’s just sometimes when we experience too much pain in our 
lives, we can become numb to the Christmas feeling. But God can grace us with a 
moment when we realize the blessings we do have and count them all. And rejoice. 
 
For me, the Christmas feeling returned Christmas Eve 1986. It was a foggy, still night. 
My new wife (the one true Catholic in the family at the time) wanted to go to Midnight 
Mass. I begrudgingly went along not sensing what was about to happen. 
As we drove to the nearby parish, Mary popped in the new cassette of Mannheim 
Steamroller Christmas music. As we rode along the song Silent Night came out of the 
speakers. I remembered this song being a favorite for my baby sister Erin back when 
we were little kids. Every Christmas, my brothers, sister and cousin would reenact the 
manger scene at family gatherings. Erin loved Christmas. She was born with a 
congenital heart defect and found joy in only a few things thanks to hundreds of 
doctor’s visits and heart surgeries endured during her short life. But love Christmas she 
did. Especially her beloved toy piano she got in her final months of life. That Christmas, 
a few months before she died, Erin unwrapped the toy piano after we had regaled the 
family in the true story of Christmas. I can still hear her playing it in my head.  As I 
daydreamed while driving, the closing strains of Silent Night snuck up and knocked my 
cold, stony heart for a loop. At the end of the songs, after the rushing of what sounds 
like some magical wind, the song concludes with a child’s toy piano playing the 
opening stanza of Silent Night. As I drove, tears streamed down my face as I felt it! The 
Christmas feeling came flooding back to me once again and I have never lost it since. 

  
May the joy of the birth of Jesus fill your heart with love this Christmas this year.  
 

Peace… 

 

 

 

Dcn. Dennis Kelly - Pastoral Coordinator 

GOSPEL REFLECTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES  

10:30 AM  
(Sign Language Interpreted)  

 
WEEKLY RECONCILIATION   

WEDNESDAY 5:15 PM  
1st, 3rd & 5th of the month  

 
WEEKDAY SERVICE  

WEDNESDAY 6:00 PM  
1st, 3rd & 5th of the month  

PARISH STAFF 
 

Dcn. Dennis Kelly 
Pastoral Coordinator 
dennis@stpatrickseattle.org 
 

Fr. Bryan Hersey 
Parish Priest 
bryan@stpatrickseattle.org 
 

Susan Saini  
PAA/Bookkeeper  
susan@stpatrickseattle.org 
 

Laura Ash 
Music - Office Assistant 
laura@stpatrickseattle.org 
 

Mickey Dunn  
Youth Minister 
dunnmick@yahoo.com 
 

Mike Wagner 
Facilities  
Mike.wagner.mw@gmail.com  
 

Betsey Beckman 
Liturgical Movement 
bbeckdance@gmail.com 
 
Parker Fath 
Pastoral Council—Chair 
parker@parkerfath.com 
 
Gherry Bender 
Finance Council—Chair 
gherryb@comcast.net 
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Thank you for considering volunteering 
with St. Pat’s. Please email 
volunteer@stpatrickseattle.org if you 
are interested in these or any other 
volunteer opportunities.  

• Fair Trade Coffee Sales 
Sandy Keefe is looking for someone 
to take over the monthly Fair Trade 
coffee ordering/sales.  She will 
train. Please contact Sandy at 
sandygocoastal@gmail.com  

 

• Communications Team 
        The Parish staff is building a team  
        of volunteers to help create the  
        weekly bulletin,  weekly email  
        eBlast, and maintain the website. If  
        you have skills and time to give,  
        please contact Susan  
        (susan@stpatrickseattle.org). 

 

  

PARISH VOLUNTEER 

OPPORTUNITIES 

YOUTH CONFIRMATION: 

If you missed the first meeting for 

Confirmation Preparation on 

December 8th and you are interested 

in preparing for the Sacrament in 

February, please contact Mickey Dunn 

ASAP:  dunnmick@yahoo.com 

Here is the upcoming date for our next 

gathering:  January 12, following mass 

until 1:30 in the Youth Room.  All are 

welcome! 

 

FIRST COMMUNION CLASSES 

Do you have a child who is ready to 
prepare for 1sr Communion? Classes 
begin Sunday, January 26th, at St 
Patrick’s Church. Registration forms 
are available in the church foyer or by 
contacting Deanna Tighe at 
drighe@christourhopeseattke.org 

PRAYER LIST 

Sr. Susan Dewitt 
Mary Kay Dyckman 

Paula Frial 
Silvana Hale 

Marilyn Kavanaugh 
Greg Speltz 

Please keep them in your prayers 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
 
Adult Confirmation:   
 

Classes for adult confirmation will 
begin this January. There will be 
three classes, culminating in confir-
mation with Archbishop Eitienne in 
February.  Classes begin January 
22nd at 6:30 pm at Christ Our Hope. 
For more information please contact 
Deanna Tight at  
dtighe@christourhopeseattle.org 
 
Interested in Becoming Catholic? 
 

Are you interested in becoming Cath-
olic or learning more about the Cath-
olic Church? There will be a no strings 
attached informational session on 
Wednesday January 8th at 6:30 pm 
at  Christ Our Hope Church to learn 
more about the Catholic Church and 
how one becomes Catholic. For more 
information please contact Deanna 
Tighe at 
dtighe@christourhopeseattle.org. 

TRAINING BEGINS JANUARY   

Beginning in January, training is being 
offered to those who want to serve 
children by sharing their faith using 
the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
(CGS) process. Registration has al-
ready begun for the next CGS course -
- and in our region they fill up. Train-
ing  sessions are held once a month 
(no meetings in July and December). 
To learn more and have your ques-
tions answered, please contact Millie 
May (milliemay1@comcast.net or 
360.607.0528) or Deanna Tighe 
(dtighe@christourhopeseattle.org).  

SOCIAL JUSTICE UPDATE 

St. Pat's Social Justice Committee will 
start going down to the Tacoma           
Detention Center on the 5th  Sunday of 
the month, starting December 29th, to 
minister to released detainees and 
their families. All the parish is invited to 
help and join us.   

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

As we shared at Mass, solving our 

budget shortfall can be an easy 

mathematical exercise. If all who 

have pledged in the past give $32 

extra dollars a month we will be back 

to breaking even.  

We are currently tracking at over 78% 

of our goal with 78% of pledge cards 

returned.  

Please return your pledge card ASAP 

or pledge online at 

www.stpatrickseattle.org. If you 

have any questions just ask Deacon 

Dennis or Susan in the parish office. 
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Contact Jon Becker to place an ad today! 
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