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ST. THOMAS AQUINAS CATHOLIC CHURCH 
     324 NE Oak Street, Camas, WA 98607 

Telephone (360) 834-2126 
Fax (360) 834-5106 

www.stthomascamas.org 
office@stthomascamas.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Public Masses are suspended throughout the 
Archdiocese of Seattle until further notice  

as directed by Archbishop Paul Etienne  
to slow the spread of the novel coronavirus 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Tuesday: 5:00pm - 7:00pm 

Saturday: 8:00am - 10:00am       
    or by appointment with Fr. Raja 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Adoration has moved to the main church  

before the Real Presence in the tabernacle.  
All are invited to make a holy hour.  

CHURCH HOURS 
Mon-Thu: 9:00am - 5:00pm & Fri: 9:00am - noon 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Parish staff are available via telephone and email 
while working remotely; office closed to walk-ins.  
Fr. Raja remains available; contact office for appt.    
Mon-Thu: 9:00am - 5:00pm & Fri: 9:00am - noon 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,  
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 

all that I have commanded you; and behold, I am with 
you always, to the close of the age.”              

Matthew 28:18-20 

HIGHLIGHTS:   

 Our parish church remains open for private prayer during office hours via the south-side door (near office)  

 See above and on parish website for latest schedule updates:  Masses, Confessions, Church Hours, Office Hours 

 Fr. Raja continues to celebrate Mass for your intentions; see parish website for info on livestreaming Sunday Mass   

 Parishioners are urged to limit their outings & practice best hygiene to remain healthy & slow the spread of the virus   

 Public parish events, including faith formation, are canceled at least through the end of March; stay tuned for 

updates on future events via the parish website as new information becomes available  

 The parish is attempting to coordinate assistance for those who need essential errands and do not have the 

availability of family or neighbors; see inside this bulletin and the parish website; reach out to your neighbors if you can  

 

Follow us on Facebook: St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church   
or on Instagram@stthomascamas 

MARCH 22, 2020 

4TH SUNDAY OF LENT 
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Engaging Our Faith Outside of Holy Mass  

 

“The hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, 
every man to his home, and will leave me alone; yet I am not alone, 
for the Father is with me. I have said this to you, that in me you may 
have peace. In the world you have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I 
have overcome the world” (John 16:32-33). 
 

“Behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age” (Matt. 28:20).  
 

One of the key lessons of salvation history is God’s desire to 
personally enter into our unique situation, to be with us, to save us, 
and to develop and sustain a personal relationship with each of us.  
 

Acknowledging God’s presence and sustaining that relationship 
requires prayer, the most fundamental of spiritual disciplines. But for 
many of us, personal prayer can be difficult to practice, especially 
when everyday life gets busy and we feel we don’t have enough time.  
 

So this is your reminder to consciously renew your commitment to the 
Lenten discipline of prayer. If you are returning to prayer after an 
absence, don’t over-complicate it; just do it. Prayer is simply 
conversation with God. Set aside a few minutes every day to be 
present to God as you would any other person with whom you wanted 
to develop a relationship. Take a few minutes to share your update: 
your highs and lows. Consciously thank God for the things that are 
going well and ask for his assistance and/or forgiveness with other 
areas. Spend time in silence meditating on these things. If you have 
trouble, consider reading and meditating on the Gospels or other 
biblical text to engage your thought, imagination, emotion, and desire. 
 

The public prayer of the Holy Mass builds on the personal prayer of 
that portion of the Mystical Body of Christ which is present. As 
reasonable as this may seem, all too often we find ourselves in the 
irrational situation of finding Mass unsatisfying when we ourselves 
have fallen off the wagon of personal prayer. Let’s use this 
unexpected period without public Masses to rebuild and strengthen 
our relationship with God through personal prayer so that our 
experience of the Mass may be all the stronger when it is restored.  
 

Then add family prayer to this foundation of personal prayer. Read 
and reflect on the Mass readings together. Share your personal 
prayers with each other. Pray the rosary as a family.    
 

During this time in which we find ourselves unable to participate in the 
Mass in person, let’s recall the Church’s encouragement to make a 
Spiritual Communion. By doing so, we express our faith in Christ’s 
Real Presence in the Eucharist and ask him to unite himself with us.  
 

Act of Spiritual Communion:  
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy 
Sacrament.  
 

I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
 

Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at 
least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already 
there and unite myself wholly to You.  
 

Never permit me to be separated from You.  
Amen.   
 

For help engaging Lent, consider these great online resources, 
some of which will send a daily Lenten message to your inbox, free. 

 - Dynamic Catholic - https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-lent-ever 
 - Word on Fire - https://www.lentreflections.com/ 
 - Formed.org - https://formed.org/lent    
 - Catholic Relief Services - https://www.crsricebowl.org    
 - Ascension Presents Channel on YouTube  

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS  

 

Public parish events are canceled or suspended at least through March 31   
 

The status of the following future events is to be determined; please mark 
your calendars in the hope that these and other community events are 
able to be held:   
 

Apr 4:  CDA Spring Dinner & Silent Auction, 6pm  

Apr 5-12:  Holy Week  

Apr 11:  Easter Vigil, Mass at 9:00pm 

Apr 12:  Easter Sunday! 

Apr 19:  Divine Mercy Celebration, 2:45pm  

Apr 28:  Confirmation Mass with Bishop Mueggenborg, 6pm  

May 2:  First Holy Communion Mass, 10am  

FAITH FORMATION 

 

Faith formation classes for all ages are suspended until further notice. 
 

Having entire families home together under quarantines of various 

forms this week reminds us all of the opportunity of recognizing our 

homes as Domestic Churches. Every day becomes a chance to see 

God at work, to love one another, and to do our part to prepare for the 

Kingdom of God:  already begun but not yet fully realized.  
 

While in-person classes are suspended, we will continue to engage 

with three groups preparing to receive sacraments this 

spring. These groups will continue remaining lessons via self-study of 

books and related videos with parents as directed by their 

catechists. More to follow on the status of retreats and rehearsals 

currently scheduled during the month of April.   

 3 RCIA children preparing for Baptism, Confirmation, and First 

Eucharist on Apr. 11  

 35 youth preparing for Confirmation on Apr. 28  

 21 children preparing for First Eucharist on May 2 
 

Let’s continue to pray for and to encourage one another!  
 

Check out the faith formation pages on the parish website for ideas 

using online resources during this period when we are not meeting.  
 

One great resource is formed.org. This online resource filled with 

tools such as videos, programs, digital books, and more! 

 Visit formed.org  

 Select “Sign up”  

 Select “I belong to a Parish or Organization” (don’t sign up as an 
individual or you will be charged a separate subscription fee)  

 Enter our parish code 3FRM2C on the website homepage  

 Create a personal account with your username, email, and 
password  

 Start enjoying the best Catholic content all in one place!  

RCIA @ STA 
 

We pray that as our elect and candidates, 
acknowledging their sins in this season of purification 

and enlightenment, may learn to trust in the Lord’s 
healing and forgiveness. 

 Contact the parish office with interest or questions 
about the Catholic Church. 
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THE POPE'S PRAYER INTENTIONS for March  
 

Prayer intention for evangelization - Catholics in China:   
We pray that the Church in China may persevere in its faithfulness to 

the Gospel and grow in unity.  

 

 

 
PRESCHOOL AT ST. JOES 

Cardinal Preschool at St. Joseph Catholic School is currently enrolling 
for the 2020-21 school year! Do you have a child who will be three or 
four years old by August 31st? If so, they can enroll in preschool this 
coming school year. Please contact Laura Veasy for more information 
or a tour of our program. Laurav@stjoevanschool.org. 
 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER  
“The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.” Let the Lord be 
the shepherd of your marriage. Attend a Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
weekend on April 17-19, in Vancouver, WA. To apply for YOUR WWME 
Weekend or search other dates go to rediscoverthespark.org. For 
information about WWME call 503-853-2758 or by email at 
reservations@rediscoverthespark.org.  
 

STEWARDSHIP DURING COVID-19 

Consider switching to online giving to help the parish with our ongoing 
standard operating costs. You are welcome to drop your parish offering 
envelope in the US mail or the office drop slot by the office front 
door. Please use the link on the parish website to setup your online 
giving account and contact the office if you have any questions. Thank 
you for helping us keep the lights on during this time when there will be 
significantly lower collections due to the suspension of public Masses.    

St. Vincent de Paul News 
 

 Non-perishable, unexpired food items can be placed in our food 
barrel in the vestibule. Items always needed are protein and 
pasta sauce. 

 A homeless resource pamphlet is in the vestibule. Washougal 
Community Center is open on severe weather days. Below 32 
degrees. 

 Thank you for your financial support in assisting people with rent 
and utilities. 

 
CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES COLLECTION 

This weekend, March 22, we take up The Catholic Relief Services 
Collection to help Jesus in disguise. This collection helps six Catholic 
agencies to provide struggling communities with relief and support and 
to work for peace and reconciliation among our marginalized brothers 
and sisters here and around the world. Please prayerfully consider how 
you can support the collection. Learn more about the collection at 
www.usccb.org/catholic-relief. You are welcome to drop your offering 
envelope for this special collection in the US mail or the office drop slot 
by the office front door. Thank you!  
 

SAVE THE DATE!  
CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS SILENT AUCTION & SPRING DINNER 

On April 4, the CDA will host a Silent Auction & Spring Dinner. Tickets 
are only $10 each, and there will be live entertainment by locally 
acclaimed country/soft rock singer Wayne Havrelly, tons of auction 
items to bid on, delicious pasta bar, and friendly fellowship. CDA 
members will be selling tickets in the vestibule after all Masses this 
weekend. NO tickets will be sold at the door. All proceeds go to support 
CDA charities, including local seminarians. 
 

ASSISTING PARISHIONERS IN NEED  
DURING COVID-19  

The parish is attempting to coordinate assistance for those who need 
essential errands performed during the COVID-19 pandemic but who 
should not go out due to health concerns. Ideally, all parishioners are 
communicating regularly with any at-risk family, friends, and neighbors 
to ensure they have groceries, prescriptions, and essential chores 
done. However, since a few of our parishioners may not have a support 
network, we would like to invite them to report their needs and then to 
attempt to connect them with volunteers who can help. See the links 
sent via email and on the parish webpage to either (1) report that you 
have a need or (2) to report your availability to assist. We may not be 
able to meet every request but hope we can provide some help. Thanks 
for your generosity and patience while we begin this experiment.  

 

SISTER PARISH CORNER 
Fr. Justus has asked us to please pray for rain in their 

region. Kihihi is facing a dry season, and we hope that it 
does not lead to another drought.  

Please keep our brothers and sisters of Nyamwegabira 
Parish in your prayers. Contact Rachel Simms at:  

margaretandemmallc@gmail.com. 

COMMUNITY CORNER 

40 DAYS FOR LIFE  
40 Days for Life began on Ash Wednesday. Pray, fast and offer 
life-affirming alternatives to abortion at Vancouver’s local 
Planned Parenthood Abortion Center (NE 116th Ave one block 
north of Mill Plain). Peaceful, prayerful and legal presence 
offering hope, help and healing in a place of despair. Visit the 
local campaign webpage www.40daysforlife.com/vancouver. 

Job Opportunities  
 

EVANGELIST FOR YOUTH AND LATINOS 
St. Rose Parish in Longview, Washington is looking for an 
enthusiastic and outgoing Catholic with a call to serve as an 
evangelist. The ideal candidate must be bilingual in English and 
Spanish and must be able to proclaim the Catholic faith with 
confidence and credibility. They must be active in their parish and 
have a good relationship with their pastor and other parishioners. 
They must demonstrate an ability to think strategically and identify 
opportunities for a parish like ours to grow. Please apply by 
contacting robbie@strose-longview.org. 



   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Thomas Aquinas, Camas, WA A 4C 05-1520

American Marble &
Granite

Granite ♦ Marble ♦ Quartz

360-833-9905
www.american-marble.com

Camas Vancouver
 225 NE 4th Ave 912 Main St
834-2063 694-6541

Robert Nicacio, O.D. and Linda Medeski, O.D.
Optometric Physicians

Neuro-Rehab/Vision Therapy/Ortho Keratology

Glasses, Contacts, Eye Medical

    Brown’s Funeral Home  
       & Cremation serviCes
      “Proudly serving the Catholic faith”

(360) 834-3692

Serving Southwest Washington
Catholic Community for 111 years

(360) 694-2537
www.hamiltonmylan.com

302 West 11th Street, 
Vancouver, WA

•1• ST. JOSEPH ■ ' CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
'11111 ENROLLING NOW 

Call to schedule a tour! 
360-696-2586 

admissions@stjoevanschool.org 
www.stjoevanschool.org 

Wills • Real Estate • Family Law 

834-4611
430 N.E. Everett St, Camas, Washington 98607

Attorney-at-Law  
SHAWN R. 

MacPHERSON
Courtney Wilkinson,

LUTCF
360-210-4434

Gunderson Tire
360-834-1673

Hard to say ...
easy to work with!

503.281.0752
www.anctilheating-cooling.com

Contact Tom Ott to place an ad today! 
tott@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2638

Now Hiring Caregivers
Base Wage: $16.45-$19.85

Excellent Health benefits • Paid Time Off/Retirement 
To apply: ccsww.org/careers 

 

Now Hiring Caregivers   
Base Wage: $15.50-$18.00   

•

1-877-870-1582

Mention Parish bulletin & get
$5 off when you spend $30 or more

231 NE 3rd Ave., Camas
360.834.5856

11711 NE 99th St. #490, Vancouver
360.883.6588

Sun.-Thurs. 11am-10pm
Fri & Sat 11am-11pm

losjalapenosmexican.com

If you can find the river, you can find your way home
Thinking about buying or selling?  Call your

Knowledgeable backyard real estate expert today!
360-210-4690 

brokers@columbiariverrealty.com

Carolyn A. Simms
  

360-833-2174 
Business/Corporate Law • estate pLanning • reaL estate

Attorney           

Simms  Electric
For All Your Electrical Needs

David Simms 
360-834-3565

WA. Lic.# SIMMSE*855DK

*2020 SPECIAL!
$20.00 off a Service Call

**just mention this ad

360-954-5458
2632 E St., Washougal

craigsplumbingsolutions@yahoo.com

360-954-5458
2632 E St., Washougal

craigsplumbingsolutions@yahoo.com

*2019 SPECIAL! 
$20.00 off a Service Call 

**just mention this ad


