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ST. THOMAS AQUINAS CATHOLIC CHURCH 

     324 NE Oak Street, Camas, WA 98607 

Telephone (360) 834-2126 

Fax (360) 834-5106 

www.stthomascamas.org 

office@stthomascamas.org 

MASS SCHEDULE (SIGN UP NECESSARY) 

 

      Sunday Masses            Daily Masses 

   Saturday Vigil: 5:00pm       Tuesday: 6:00pm 

 Sunday: 8:30am & 11:00am        Wednesday thru       

  Saturday: 8:30am 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Tuesday after our 6pm Mass and   

Saturday after our 8:30am Mass       

    or by appointment with Fr. Jim 

 

PRIVATE PRAYER 

 

  The church is open for private prayer:   

Tuesdays, 1 to 3pm, and Wednesdays & Fridays, 

10:30am to noon. 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

By telephone only 

Mon-Thu: 9:00am-12:30pm, 1:00-5:00pm 

Fri: 9:00am - noon 

Closed weekends and holidays 

MISSION STATEMENT 

 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,  

baptizing them in the name of the Father and                  

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 

observe all that I have commanded you; and behold,  

I am with you always, to the close of the age.” 

Matthew 28:18-20 

HIGHLIGHTS:   

�� Stations of the Cross March 26 at 6pm: Use SignUpGenius to attend in person (also live streamed)  

�� Use SignUpGenius for all Sunday Masses. Link is available on the parish website each Monday for the 

coming weekend. See details in this bulletin for additional information�

�� Palm Sunday is March 28, blessed palms will be distributed 

�� Holy Week begins March 28, sign ups are available for all Holy Week Masses, use the link on our website.�

�� Please pray for our six RCIA participants who will be entering the church at this years Easter Vigil�

�� Zoom Bible Study on Christ’s Passion, Thursdays. email Ted at ted@stthomascamas.org to sign up.�

Follow us on Facebook: St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church   

or on Instagram@stthomascamas 

MARCH 21, 2021 
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CALENDAR OF UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS  

 

Mar 26 Stations of the Cross, in church and live streamed 

Mar 28 Palm Sunday Masses, 5pm Vigil, 8:30am & 11am  

April 4 Easter Sunday Masses, 8:30pm Vigil, 8:30am & 11am 

April 5 Easter Monday (parish office closed) 

From the desk of Lorrie Conway 

 

Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 

As we begin our fifth week of Lent, I am cautiously going to share a 

bit more of my personal life than I am comfortable with—this is a 

stretch for me, but  I pray that it will bring a smile to your face and 

offer an opportunity for reflection for you as it does for me.  

 

I have the privilege of living on a farm and although some people 

(including myself, at times) wonder what the appeal of ‘all that work’ 

is, I view it as a unique opportunity to see our Creators’ handiwork 

play out in real-time on a daily basis.  

 

Every year, at our farm, the arrival of the lambs signals the coming of 

Easter and new life.  This past week, the lambs began arriving at the 

farm and just like the many years before, I cannot help but pause in 

amazement every time I watch the miracle of new life, with the 

encouraging nudges from its loving mother, struggle to stand and 

take its first wobbly steps just minutes after coming into this world.  It 

is a miracle that I never tire of witnessing.  Every single time! 

 

Within days, the lambs are bouncing around the pasture learning 

about their new surroundings.  Often, their curiosity leads them away 

from the loving care of their mothers and they experience the reality 

of being lost.  Realizing that they no longer have their mother in sight, 

I will hear the frantic bleating of a lost lamb that cries out in confusion 

and fear until mom calls back to them and they run to her knowing 

that she will take care of them, feed them, and protect them.  The 

happy reunion is always followed by a joyful wagging of the little 

lambs’ tails as the lamb knows that it is safe once again.  

 

So much of this replicates our lives as Christians and our journey 

through Lent to Easter when we celebrate Christ’s resurrection, new 

life!  As Catholic Christians, we often struggle to stand on those 

wobbly legs of our Christianity as we are learning to walk in our faith.  

For me, that is especially true during Lent as I often stumble and fall 

in my Lenten journey.  How often do we find ourselves doing exactly 

what the new lambs do? Curiosity or independence leads us away 

from the safety and love of our Lord until we frantically realize we 

need Him in our life to guide us and show us how to live.  We lose 

sight of Him temporarily and cry out in fear and confusion and always, 

always, always, He is there to lovingly receive us back in his arms 

and take care of us.   

 

This week I pray that your Lenten journey is guided by the loving 

hand of our almighty Shepherd; I pray that if you have stumbled on 

your wobbly legs during this Lenten journey, that our Lord will be 

there to nudge you along and help you in your efforts.  And mostly, I 

pray that you will take a few moments this week to pause and look 

around at all the miracles of new life bursting open and remember 

that our Lord gives us these signs of spring for a reason.   

 

Peace+ 

 

Lorrie Conway 

Pastoral Coordinator.�

 

THE BEST CATHOLIC CONTENT - ALL IN ONE PLACE�

 

��Go to formed.org   

�� Enter our Parish Code on the homepage: 3FRM2C  

�� Create a personal account with email and password  

New content is being added all the time; check it out.  

LIVE STREAM TECHS NEEDED AT ST. THOMAS! 

 

We have a new branch of Liturgical Ministers at St. Thomas--Live 

Stream Techs. Are you introverted and/or tech-savvy? Would you like 

to be involved and serve at the parish? This opportunity may be a 

good fit for you. Training is provided. It would be good to have a 

strong team of people to alternate weekends and events. Software is 

user-friendly and so is the staff.  Please contact Kristin Yoshimura if 

you are interested at music@stthomascamas.org or 360.529.3913. 

PARISH OFFICE             (360) 834-2126 

PASTORAL COORDINATOR.….….…..Lorrie Conway, ext. 208 

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE…………...………Ted Meany, ext. 215 

PA FOR LITURGY & MUSIC……..Kristin Yoshimura, ext. 212 

PA FOR SOCIAL CONCERNS….……..….David Lester, ext. 207 

ADMIN. ASSISTANT……………….…..Terese Dayton, ext 203 

CHILDRENS FF…….………………...Denice Twyman, ext. 202 

SACRAMENTAL PREP……….……....Christine Peters, ext. 206 

MAINTENANCE………………..…..……..Ryan LaFave, ext. 282 

SECRETARY……….………………….Audrey Hockett, ext. 0 

 

     OFFICE SECRETARY EMAIL: office@stthomascamas.org 

     PARISH WEBSITE: www.stthomascamas.org 

COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS 

Our parish office is once again closed to visitors due to 

the new COVID 19 restrictions. Please always call first 

before coming to the office. Thank you! 
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THE POPE'S PRAYER INTENTIONS for March 

 

Intention for evangelization � Sacrament of 

reconciliation�

Let us pray that we may experience the sacrament 

of reconciliation with renewed depth, to taste the 

infinite mercy of God.�

 

Employment Opportunities at St. Joseph Church  

 

Program Assistant, 40 hours per week, Sunday through 

Thursday, benefit eligible.� Position provides a variety 

of administrative, clerical and program related support to parish 

pastoral assistants.� Successful candidate must be knowledgeable of 

administrative duties and handling interaction with the public 

effectively and efficiently. The Program Assistant has a great deal of 

interaction with parishioners and staff, and should have the ability to 

multi-task, prioritize duties and exhibit excellent communication skills 

both written and verbal. Required proficiency with Microsoft Office 

Suite, database software and use of the Internet.� This position 

requires Spanish/English bilingual skills.�Successful candidates will 

possess the ability to speak, read, write, and translate Spanish into 

English and English into Spanish.  Practicing Catholic highly 

preferred.� Compensation $17.50 to $19.00 per hour depending on 

experience.� Full benefit package and PTO.� Application 

and background check forms are available at https://

www.stjoevan.org/156.� Applicants must submit a completed 

application and include a resume to St. Joseph Catholic Church, Attn:� 

Human Resources, 6600 Highland Dr., Vancouver, WA� 98661 or 

emailed to hr@stjoevan.org.� Position is open until filled. ��   

 

Front Office Administrative Assistant, 40 hours per week benefit 

eligible.  Position provides administrative support to parish staff as 

assigned.  Successful candidate must be knowledgeable of basic 

administrative duties and handling interaction with the public 

effectively and efficiently. This position has a great deal of interaction 

with parishioners and staff, and should have the ability to multi-task, 

prioritize duties and exhibit excellent communication skills both written 

and verbal. Job requirements proficient computer skills in Microsoft 

Office Suite, database software and use of the Internet.  Bilingual 

Spanish/English and practicing Catholic 

highly preferred.  Compensation $16.50 to $18.00 per hour depending 

on experience. Full benefit package and PTO.  Application 

and background check forms are available at https://

www.stjoevan.org/156.  Applicants must submit a completed 

application and include a resume to St. Joseph Catholic Church, 

Attn:  Human Resources, 6600 Highland Dr., Vancouver, WA  98661 

or emailed to hr@stjoevan.org.  Position is open until filled. �

INDOOR MASSES AT ST. THOMAS  

 

A general dispensation from the Sunday Mass obligation 

continues to remain in place. 

 

The 8:30am Sunday Mass continues to be live streamed for 

those who cannot be with us in person. Visit the parish Facebook 

page (a Facebook account is not required; recordings are 

available via the parish YouTube channel)  

 

USE SIGNUPGENIUS FOR ALL SUNDAY MASSES:  Please use the 

SignUpGenius link on the STA website homepage to sign up your 

household to attend the Sunday Mass of your choice. A new link 

will be available each Monday for the coming weekend.  

 

COMMUNION PROCESSION:  the distribution of Holy Communion will 

begin with all those seated on the St. Thomas (or right) side of 

the church and then for all those seated on the Mary (or left) side 

of the church. This will help ensure social distancing in the center 

aisle. As in the past, we will walk forward to receive Communion 

via the center aisle and then return to our pews via the side 

aisles. Keep your distance from those in another household in 

front of you in line. If you will not be receiving Communion and 

there are other households in your pew, please join the 

procession to receive a blessing; this way you will not block the 

way for others.  

Please follow the direction of the ushers.   

 

RECEIVING COMMUNION WITH A MASK:  please keep your mask on 

until you have received Communion in your hand and have then 

stepped aside to pause, lower your mask, and then consume the 

Eucharist and promptly replace your mask. 

Please support those businesses that have so graciously 

supported our parish communications through advertising. If 

you are in need of a specific service, consult the advertisers 

page on the back of the bulletin for our Catholic advertisers.  

 

This week we want to highlight the Carolyn A. Simms, 

Attorney as your local Business/Corporate Law, Estate 

Planning, and Real Estate service.  

Thank you Carolyn A. Simms for helping support our parish 

communications! 

Employment Opportunities at St. Rose in Longview 

 

Regional Facility Manager, this position is full-time and will oversee 

the long-term maintenance, safety, and construction/renovation pro-

grams for our three Cowlitz County campuses (Longview, Kelso, and 

Castle Rock).  The position also administers daily operations including 

grounds, maintenance, janitorial, safety, security, and energy man-

agement systems for St. Rose Church and School in Longview.  The 

individual will be responsible for providing maintenance services for 

parish and school buildings and grounds, so basic knowledge of 

HVAC, plumbing, electrical and other routine building systems is re-

quired. This person will be required to conduct preventive mainte-

nance as well as safety and energy conservation audits. Salary is 

dependent on experience and benefits are included. For a full job 

description and application, please email hr@strose-longview.org or 

contact the parish office at 360-425-4660 x302. Position open until 

filled. 

 

Director of Evangelization and Catechesis of Children and Youth, 

we are in need of an enthusiastic, organized, and creative Catholic to 

join our team to evangelize and catechize the children and youth (K-

12) of our parish.  The ideal candidate has a bachelor’s degree, is 

bilingual in English and Spanish, and has experience working with 

children and youth in a multicultural community.  This person must be 

able to work evenings and weekends when needed.  Salary is de-

pendent on experience and benefits are included. For a complete job 

description and an application, please contact hr@strose-

longview.org or call 360-425-4660.�
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Pastoral Plan Draft for Review 

Last March, the Archdiocese launched an online survey collecting nearly 8,000 

responses from Catholics across the region. This Catholic survey was followed by 

listening sessions in October, centered on the preliminary elements of the mission 

statement, guiding principles, and a shared vision.� These sessions informed the 

development of the Pastoral Plan Draft. We invite all Catholics to review the draft and 

share feedback in�this survey.�

�

We want your feedback 

We invite everyone to read the first draft of the Pastoral Plan and share your feedback in 

this survey.  https://10.selectsurvey.net/SeattleArchdiocese/TakeSurvey.aspx?

PageNumber=1&SurveyID=96MImn6&Preview=true#�

“Our goal is to become a more mission�oriented church that 

continually draws people closer to Christ, regardless of where they 

are in their faith journey.”�

~ Archbishop Etienne, June 8, 2020 
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Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen 

and grow—a day at a time. 

Sunday, Mar 21, 2021 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

See inside for more information 

Sometimes your reputation precedes you. The 

prophet Jeremiah is famous for lamentations, but he 

is less known for the centerpiece of his message: 

that everything we need to know about how to live is already planted in 

our hearts. On this International Forest Day, let’s not miss the forest for 

the trees on another great truth rooted deeply in our midst. Trees are 

friends: bearing fruit, shade, and beauty wherever they’re planted. 

They are also necessary allies in achieving planetary sustainability, 

food security, and poverty eradication. Play your part in protecting 

God's greenery. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Year B: Jeremiah 31:31-34; Hebrews 5:7-

9; John 12:20-33 (35). “I will place my law within them and write it 

upon their hearts.” 

 

Monday, Mar 22, 2021 

LENTEN WEEKDAY 

Tap into the virtues of water 

As part of its observance of the 2020 World Water Day, the Vatican 

published fons vitae. Orientations on water: symbol of the cry of the 

poor and the cry of the Earth. The document, meant to support the 

human right to clean water, reminds us that “by means of the water 

made holy by the Spirit,” God gives us life and renews us. The way we 

respect water is an indicator of how we are “taking care of the early 

garden” entrusted to us. In observance of World Water Day, educate 

yourself and others about the challenges the world faces in ensuring 

access to clean water: the holy source of all life. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Daniel 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62; John 

8:1-11 (251). “Go, and from now on do not sin any more.” 

 

Tuesday, Mar 23, 2021 

MEMORIAL OF TURIBIUS OF MOGROVEJO, BISHOP 

To reveal Christ, go the distance 

In 2018, Pope Francis met with the bishops of Peru, invoking the 

patron saint of Latin American bishops—Turibius of Mogrovejo. “This 

holy bishop is frequently portrayed as a ‘new Moses,’” said the pope. 

“The Vatican has a picture in which Saint Turibius appears crossing a 

great river whose waters open before him like the Red Sea, so that he 

could get to the other shore, where numerous native peoples awaited 

him.” Turibius cast aside life in Spain to live among native Peruvians. 

What can you cast aside so others might see Christ in you? 

TODAY'S READINGS: Numbers 21:4-9; John 8:21-30 (252). 

“Their patience worn out by the journey, the people complained 

against God and Moses.” 

 

Wednesday, Mar 24, 2021 

LENTEN WEEKDAY 

Be transformed by justice 

This is an anniversary of martyrdom. The archbishop of San Salvador, 

Oscar Romero, was murdered on this day in 1980 as he presided at 

Mass in the chapel of a church-run hospital for cancer patients and the 

terminally ill. Romero, an unassuming man who in earlier years had 

ministered to the country’s elite, experienced a late-in-life 

transformation that took him from quiet acceptance of the status quo to 

courageous critic of his government’s repression of the poor. His 

weekly sermons championed justice, challenged the government, and  

eventually cost him his life: “It is not the will of God for some to have 

everything and for others to have nothing,” he said. “It is not enough to 

attend Mass on Sunday . . . God wants the garment of justice. God 

wants his Christians dressed in love.” Begin to dress the part by 

questioning the "way we always do things." 

TODAY'S READINGS: Daniel 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; John 8:31-42 

(253). “If you remain in my word, you will truly be my disciples, 

and you will know the truth, and the truth will set your free.” 

 

Thursday, Mar 25, 2021 

SOLEMNITY OF THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD 

Prepare to say yes 

Today we celebrate the Annunciation, that famous conversation 

between the angel Gabriel and Mary, in which Mary embraced what 

must have been the frightening prospect of bearing the Son of God. 

Mary’s yes is seen as the model for all Christians in response to our 

individual callings, and in response to everyday choices to do what is 

most loving, moral, and just. Perhaps today you will be called to make 

a choice for faithfulness; prepare yourself now to say yes to God, as 

did Mary. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 7:10-14; 8:10; Hebrews 10:4-10; 

Luke 1:26-38 (545). “Mary said, ‘Behold, I am the handmaid of 

the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word.’” 

 

Friday, Mar 26, 2021 

LENTEN WEEKDAY; DAY OF ABSTINENCE 

Meet violence with hope 

Violence has made an all-too-comfortable home in our lives. It’s in our 

TV shows and movies, our politics, our streets, and even our own 

hearts. In pastoral message on violence in 1994, the U.S. Catholic 

Bishops wrote, “Hostility, hatred, despair, and indifference are at the 

heart of a growing culture of violence.” How do we meet these 

experiences with compassion and offer a safe place for peace? “The 

path to a more peaceful future is found in a rediscovery of personal 

responsibility, respect for human life and human dignity, and a 

recommitment to social justice. The best antidote to violence is hope.” 

TODAY'S READINGS: Jeremiah 20:10-13; John 10:31-42 (255). 

“[They] picked up rocks to stone Jesus.” 

 

Saturday, Mar 27, 2021 

LENTEN WEEKDAY 

The long history of judicial corruption 

We learn more each day about inequities in our judicial system. 

Justice, it seems, is more often praised than practiced, especially when 

it comes to treatment of minorities and those who challenge authority. 

We could include Jesus in the long list of victims of injustice. At this 

moment in Lent, as we prepare to enter Holy Week, the wheels of 

injustice are set in motion by Caiaphas, the Jewish high priest who will 

play a key role in the coming execution of the prophet of Peace. Pray 

today for forgiveness for the injustices committed in our names, and in 

our hearts. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Ezekiel 37:21-28; John 11:45-56 (256). “So 

from that day on they planned to kill him.”  

 

 

©2021 TrueQuest Communications. TakeFiveForFaith.com; 

mail@takefiveforfaith.com. All rights reserved. Noncommercial 

reprints permitted with the following credit: Reprinted with 

permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. Scripture citations from 

the New American Bible Revised Edition.  
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American Marble &
Granite

Granite ♦ Marble ♦ Quartz

360-833-9905
www.american-marble.com

Camas Vancouver
 225 NE 4th Ave 912 Main St
834-2063 694-6541

Robert Nicacio, O.D. and Linda Medeski, O.D.
Optometric Physicians

Neuro-Rehab/Vision Therapy/Ortho Keratology

Glasses, Contacts, Eye Medical

    Brown’s Funeral Home  
       & Cremation serviCes
      “Proudly serving the Catholic faith”

(360) 834-3692

Serving Southwest Washington
Catholic Community for 111 years

(360) 694-2537
www.hamiltonmylan.com

302 West 11th Street, 
Vancouver, WA

•1• ST. JOSEPH ■ ' CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
'11111 ENROLLING NOW 

Call to schedule a tour! 
360-696-2586 

admissions@stjoevanschool.org 
www.stjoevanschool.org 

Gunderson Tire
360-834-1673

Hard to say ...
easy to work with!

503.281.0752
www.anctilheating-cooling.com

Now Hiring Caregivers
Base Wage: $16.45-$19.85

Excellent Health benefits • Paid Time Off/Retirement 
To apply: ccsww.org/careers 

 

Now Hiring Caregivers   
Base Wage: $15.50-$18.00   

•

1-877-870-1582

Mention Parish bulletin & get
$5 off when you spend $30 or more

231 NE 3rd Ave., Camas
360.834.5856

11711 NE 99th St. #490, Vancouver
360.883.6588

Sun.-Thurs. 11am-10pm
Fri & Sat 11am-11pm

losjalapenosmexican.comlosjalapenosmexican.com

If you can find the river, you can find your way home
Thinking about buying or selling?  Call your

Knowledgeable backyard real estate expert today!
360-210-4690 

brokers@columbiariverrealty.com

Carolyn A. Simms
  

360-833-2174 
Business/Corporate Law • estate pLanning • reaL estate

Attorney           

Simms  Electric
For All Your Electrical Needs

David Simms 
360-834-3565

WA. Lic.# SIMMSE*855DK

Contact Rob Witte to place an ad today! 
rwitte@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2501

Attorney-at-Law • Parishioner 

SHAWN R. MacPHERSON 

Wills • Real Estate • Probate 

834-4611 

Knapp, O’Dell & MacPherson PLLC 

430 N.E. Everett St., Camas, WA 98607


