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ST. THOMAS AQUINAS CATHOLIC CHURCH 

     324 NE Oak Street, Camas, WA 98607 

Telephone (360) 834-2126 

Fax (360) 834-5106 

www.stthomascamas.org 

office@stthomascamas.org 

MASS SCHEDULE  

 

      Sunday Masses            Daily Masses 

   Saturday Vigil: 5:00pm       Tuesday: 6:00pm 

 Sunday: 8:30am & 11:00am        Wednesday thru       

  Saturday: 8:30am 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Tuesday after our 6pm Mass and   

Saturday after our 8:30am Mass       

    or by appointment with Fr. Jim 

 

PRIVATE PRAYER 

 

  The church is open for private prayer:   

Monday through Friday from 9am to 4:30pm 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

Walk-ins welcome 

Mon-Thu: 9:00am-12:30pm, 1:00-5:00pm 

By telephone on Fri: 9:00am - noon 

Closed weekends and holidays 

MISSION STATEMENT 

 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,  

baptizing them in the name of the Father and                  

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 

observe all that I have commanded you; and behold,  

I am with you always, to the close of the age.” 

Matthew 28:18-20 

HIGHLIGHTS:   

 

�� Mother’s Day, May 9, celebrate Mom! 

�� The Ascension of the Lord, May 16 (transferred from Thursday, May 13) 

�� Pentecost, May 23, concludes the Easter Season with the Birthday of the Church  

�� Memorial Day Holiday, Monday, May 31. Parish office closed 

 

Follow us on Facebook: St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church   

or on Instagram@stthomascamas 

MAY 9, 2021 

6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
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CALENDAR OF UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS  

 

May 9 Mother’s Day, celebrate mom! 

May 16 The Ascension of the Lord 

May 23 Pentecost Sunday! 

May 31 Memorial Day Holiday - parish office closed 

From the desk of Lorrie Conway 

 

My Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 

Happy Mother’s Day to all the mothers at St. Thomas and Our Lady Star 

of the Sea.  Although this holiday is a secular holiday, that does not mean 

that there is not a special love and devotion that the Catholic church has 

for all mothers.  Most especially for the Blessed Virgin Mary.  

 

To honor our most Blessed Mother in special ways in the Church, we 

celebrate the Solemnities of Mary, Mother of God, the Assumption, the 

Immaculate Conception, and we show our love through private devotions 

such as the rosary, dedications to Our Lady and many others.  May is 

Mary’s month, and we spend this month focusing on our Blessed Mother 

the most holy of all mothers.  As mothers, we share with Mary a fierce love 

for our children and a special bond with our own mothers; a love that only 

a mother can understand.  I hope you will join me this month in spending 

some time with Mary and sharing motherhood stories with her.  She 

understands all of it! 

 

I found this beautiful journal and this month of May feels like a perfect time 

to start it.  Perhaps you will join me?  https://www.amazon.com/Catholic-

Prayer-Journal-Moms/dp/1545317380 

 

Mother’s Day conjures up so many wonderful feelings of gratitude, love, 

blessings, and joy for me that it is hard to think that this day might be 

painful for some of our family and friends.  As I prepared to write this 

reflection, I paused to think about the realities that honoring mothers may 

mean to some.    

 

For me, Mother’s Day is a celebration.  I am blessed with two beautiful, 

brilliant daughters, and an awesome, wise, and supportive mother and I 

am so grateful.  I am aware, however, that this is a gift that not everyone 

shares.  For some, the hope and desire to have a child of their own will 

never be.  Some, possibly out of fear or ability to care for a child, have 

made the difficult choice to give a baby up for adoption.  Still others, have 

possibly made the heartbreaking decision to end a pregnancy and are 

now trying to live through that choice.  Some have suffered tragic losses of 

their children.  I am reminded of a young couple I know that were 

anxiously anticipating their first baby.  In their eighth month of pregnancy, 

they traveled to Pullman where Dad was defending his dissertation.  On 

the way home, a distracted driver hit their car head-on.  Mom, as the 

driver, was critically injured, and their sweet little baby boy was lost.  The 

extent of Mom’s injuries were so tragic that resulting surgeries meant they 

would never again have a child.  For these women, today is not a day to 

celebrate, but rather a reminder of loss and pain.  

 

This story is not an isolated incident.  Among us today, we have children 

who have lost mothers and mothers who have lost children.  For them, this 

day is a painful reminder of how much they miss their loves—I think 

especially of those that have lost their mothers or children this past year—

imagine for a moment what this day might feel like for them.  Instead of 

celebrating joyfully together, they are reminded of their loss.   

 

Perhaps it is not about loss for some, but about illness. Whether it is 

physical illness or mental illness, many families carry silently the burden of 

trying to move from day to day through the mire of their health struggles.  

  

Today, my Mother’s Day prayer is for all of the beautiful mothers of St. 

Thomas and Star of the Sea that, like me, are blessed beyond measure, 

but most especially for the hurting moms.  The moms that were never to 

be, the moms that have suffered the loss of a child and the children that 

have suffered the loss of a mother and for the moms that are ill or 

struggling in any way.  May the Blessed Virgin Mary be your guide and 

consolation today and always.  

 

In Christ+ 

Lorrie 

PARISH OFFICE             (360) 834-2126 

PASTORAL COORDINATOR.….….…..Lorrie Conway, ext. 208 

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE…………...………Ted Meany, ext. 215 

PA FOR LITURGY & MUSIC……..Kristin Yoshimura, ext. 212 

ADMIN. ASSISTANT……………….…..Terese Dayton, ext 203 

CHILDRENS FF…….………………...Denice Twyman, ext. 202 

SACRAMENTAL PREP……….……....Christine Peters, ext. 206 

MAINTENANCE………………..…..……..Ryan LaFave, ext. 282 

SECRETARY……….………………….Audrey Hockett, ext. 0 

 

     OFFICE SECRETARY EMAIL: office@stthomascamas.org 

     PARISH WEBSITE: www.stthomascamas.org 

ACA 

We are now in our third week of the Annual 

Catholic Appeal Campaign. Please fill out a 

pledge envelope today or donate online. If 

you cannot give this year, please participate 

by keeping the efforts of the Appeal in your 

prayers. Thank you! For informative videos 

please visit:  https://archseattle.org/give-

serve/annual-catholic-appeal/annual-

catholic-appeal-videos/ 

A Note from �

Bishop Mueggenborg�

�

Just a short note to follow�up on my visit to your 

parish a couple of weeks ago to celebrate the 

Sacrament of Confirmation. Thank you, again, 

for your warm welcome and hospitality. When I 

was with you I failed to thank your parish leader, 

Mrs. Lorrie Conway. As the Pastoral 

Coordinator for St. Thomas and Our Lady Star 

of the Sea, Lorrie is doing a marvelous job of 

leading your communities. This was not a role 

Lorrie asked for, but agreed to take on when 

asked by Archbishop Etienne. While I am 

grateful for the priestly presence Fr. Jim 

provides for you, in acknowledging my gratitude 

for him, I should have also thanked Lorrie for 

her leadership. I am sorry for this oversight and 

hope you will join me in keeping Lorrie in your 

prayers and thanking her for the leadership she 

continues to provide for St. Thomas Aquinas 

and Our Lady Star of the Sea.�May God 

continue to bless all of you!�
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THE POPE'S PRAYER INTENTIONS for May 

 

Universal intention � The world of finance�

Let us pray that those in charge of finance will work with 

governments to regulate the financial sphere and protect 

citizens from its dangers.�

�

NEW BIBLE STUDY  

 

Join us Thursdays beginning May 13 

for a 9-part series focusing on the Old 

Testament  background, typology, and 

prophecies fulfilled in the Gospels. 

Books will be provided. To reserve a 

seat & a book, RSVP by May 9 to 

ted@stthomascamas.org. Class will 

offered twice weekly; you select your 

preferred time and format:   

�� in-person after the 8:30am Mass  

    (9:15am - 11:45am)  

�� via Zoom (7:00pm - 8:30pm)   

 

Employment Opportunity at St. Rose in Longview  

 

Custodian - St. Rose Church and School in Longview, Washington is 

looking for 2-3 part-time custodians to join our team!  The custodians 

will clean and maintain our campus.  The ideal candidate will have 

basic written & verbal communication skills, and at least one year of 

custodial experience.  This position will require the physical ability to 

bend, stoop, twist, and kneel. For more information please 

contact hr@strose-longview.org. 

 

Employment Opportunity at St. Joseph’s Vancouver  

 

Pastoral Assistant for Youth Ministry – St. Joseph Church is 

seeking a full time benefit eligible Pastoral Assistant for Youth 

Ministry.  The successful candidate will be bilingual in English/Spanish 

and preferably have experience working in Hispanic ministry.  St. 

Joseph is a bicultural community with a growing Hispanic/Latino 

population. Application materials and complete job description are 

available at https://www.stjoevan.org/156.   Position is open until filled. 

 

Employment Opportunity at Our Lady of Lourdes 

Parish and School in Vancouver  

 

Full-time Pastoral Assistant for Administration (PAA), this position 

serves as the Business Manager for the parish and school and is in 

charge of a wide variety of business and administrative 

responsibilities. In addition to possessing managerial and 

communication skills, the successful candidate will have strong 

accounting skills and will exhibit proficiency with Excel spreadsheets 

and Word. Salary is dependent on experience and benefits are 

included. For a complete job description and application packet send 

an email to PAAdmin@ollparish.org. The position will remain open 

until filled. �

CDA SCHOLARSHIPS! 

 

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas are 

offering five (5) $1,000.00 scholarships to 

graduating seniors from St. Thomas 

Aquinas Parish.  The application can be 

found on the Parish website, https://

stthomascamas.org/documents/cda-

scholarship-2021.  The application has 

been mailed to the scholarship counselors at Seton Catholic 

High School, Hayes Freedom High School, Washougal High 

School, Excelsior High School, and Camas High School.   

Completed applications should be turned in or mailed to the 

Parish Office, and are due no later than May 31, 2021. 

INDOOR MASSES AT ST. THOMAS  

 

A general dispensation from the Sunday Mass obligation 

continues to remain in place. 

 

WA state has entered Phase 3 of the Covid-19 Recovery Plan, 

providing specific guidance for religious organizations as well as 

updates from the Archdiocese of Seattle. 

 

In general, the new guidance allows an increase in church 

capacity (up to 50%) and allows up to 15 individuals to self-select 

to sit together less than 6 feet apart. 

 

The 8:30am Sunday Mass will continue to be live streamed for 

those who cannot be with us in person. Visit the parish Facebook 

page (a Facebook account is not required; recordings are 

available via the parish YouTube channel)  

 

SEATING:  On the left (“Mary side”) of the church, you may elect 

to follow the new Phase 3 seating plan:  the option to fill each 

open pew with up to 15 individuals from multiple households in 

“close contact” (less than 6’ distance between households). Our 

pews typically fit 8-10 adults. 

On the right (“St. Thomas side”) of the church, you may elect to 

follow the previous Phase 2 seating plan:  the option to maintain 

6 feet social distancing. This includes the option for two 

households to self-select to sit together. For example, this would 

permit (but not require) three individuals to fill one pew (two of 

them sitting less than 6 feet apart) or for two households of four 

to share a pew (they would be less than 6 feet apart). 

 

COMMUNION PROCESSION:  the distribution of Holy Communion will 

begin with all those seated on the St. Thomas (or right) side of 

the church and then for all those seated on the Mary (or left) side 

of the church. This will help ensure social distancing in the center 

aisle. As in the past, we will walk forward to receive Communion 

via the center aisle and then return to our pews via the side 

aisles. Keep your distance from those in another household in 

front of you in line. If you will not be receiving Communion and 

there are other households in your pew, please join the 

procession to receive a blessing; this way you will not block the 

way for others. Please follow the direction of the ushers.   

 

RECEIVING COMMUNION WITH A MASK:  please keep your mask on 

until you have received Communion in your hand and have then 

stepped aside to pause, lower your mask, and then consume the 

Eucharist and promptly replace your mask. 

This week we want to highlight:  

Shawn R. MacPherson, Attorney-at-Law. 

Thank you to Shawn MacPherson for helping support our 

parish communications! 
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ADORATION UPDATE 

TUESDAY EVENINGS:    

   Adoration is now available on Tuesday evenings     

immediately following the 6pm Mass. The Eucharist will 

be exposed in the monstrance on the main altar for 

three hours after Mass (6:30pm - 9:30pm). Feel free to 

come for any portion of this time to visit with the Lord. 

This is possible because we have a minimum of two 

committed adorers per hour. Please let the office know  

if you would also like to commit to a portion of this three-

hour period of Adoration on Tuesday evenings.      

WEDNESDAY MORNINGS:  

   Adoration is not yet available on Wednesday  

mornings but we are actively soliciting volunteers to 

commit to a portion of a three-hour period following the 

8:30am Mass (9am - 12pm). Please contact the office if 

you can commit to a portion of this time. The plan is to 

gradually re-fill our schedule so that we can resume   

Adoration to the extent that adorers are available. We 

will begin Adoration on Wednesday mornings as soon  

as we have at least two adorers for each hour.  

Congratulations to all of our �

First Holy Communicants!�

�

A special Mass was celebrated on Saturday, May 1, 2021�

�

May God continue to bless them and their families as they now �

join us at the Table of the Lord! �

Tiffany�

Angel�

Anthony�

Joesijah�

Lucy�

Joela�

Anava�

Sebastian �

Max�

Clark�
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Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen 

and grow—a day at a time. 

Sunday, May 09, 2021 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

See through God’s eye 

God does not see as we see, the prophet Isaiah 

reminds us. To harness the divine perspective, native 

peoples of western Mexico wove yarn on crossed 

sticks to represent the eye of God (ojo de Dios), which sees in four 

directions and in all elemental mediums: earth, wind, fire, and water. A 

God’s eye became the portal through which God views the supplicant, 

or through which those who pray might share the divine vision. Sharing 

a God’s-eye perspective on the world remains the goal of every 

believer. Practice seeing others as our compassionate God sees them. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48; 1 John 4:7-

10; John 15:9-17 (56).  “In truth, I see that God shows no 

partiality. Rather, in every nation whoever . . . acts uprightly is 

acceptable to him.” 

 

Monday, May 10, 2021 

MEMORIAL OF DAMIEN DE VEUSTER, PRIEST 

Pray for those who heal 

The story of Saint Damien de Veuster, a Belgian priest who missioned 

to quarantined lepers in Hawaii and died of the disease, is 

extraordinary—although often echoed these days as legions of 

medical professionals all over the world put themselves in harm’s way 

to treat the sick and dying of COVID. Father Damian is a “martyr of 

charity,” and we’ve been blessed with multitudes of fearless, generous 

heroes like him who’ve expended themselves physically and 

emotionally to get us through this pandemic. Give thanks to God for 

our modern martyrs of charity and ask for Father Damian’s 

intercession to keep them safe and send them spiritual strength. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 16:11-15; John 15:26-16:4a (291).  

“And you also testify, because you have been with me from the 

beginning.” 

 

Tuesday, May 11, 2021 

EASTER WEEKDAY 

Cultivate an appreciation of rural traditions 

Though they’ve disappeared from most modern calendars, two older 

Catholic observances converge today. One is the petitioning of the “Ice 

Saints”—Boniface of Tarsus, Pancras, and Servatius—so named 

because their feasts fall during what were believed in some northern 

nations to be the last days of spring when a cold snap might damage 

spring plantings. The other observance, beginning on the Tuesday 

before Ascension Thursday, is known as the Minor Rogation Days. 

These two, along with the Catholic observance of Ember Days, are 

religious celebrations more commonly tied to the rhythms of rural life. 

They include the blessing of fields for a good harvest and prayers for 

good weather. Learn more at .org. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 16:22-34; John 16:5-11 (292). “His 

household rejoiced at having come to faith in God.” 

 

Wednesday, May 12, 2021 

MEMORIALS OF NEREUS AND ACHILLEUS, MARTYRS; 

PANCRAS, MARTYR 

Religious freedom is a timeless concern 

Sometimes it is difficult to relate to the martyrs of the early church 

because their lives are so different from our own. Nereus and Achilleus 

were Roman soldiers who had participated in carrying out persecutions 

of Christians. In a “miracle of faith,” they were converted and died their  

own martyred deaths in the late first century. Pancras was a 14-year-old 

martyr of the same era who was beheaded because he publicly affirmed 

his faith in Jesus Christ. On this Easter weekday, give thanks for the 

ability to freely worship and pray for those around the world who do not 

enjoy such freedom. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1; John 16:12-15 (293).  

“But when he comes, the Spirit of truth . . . will guide you to all 

truth.” 

 

Thursday, May 13, 2021 

SOLEMNITY OF THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 

Rise to the occasion 

Today’s Feast of the Ascension gives wide recognition to a rather 

complex idea—that Christ both ascended to heaven and remains with 

us. In fact, we get a taste of heaven when we unify ourselves with Jesus 

in spirit and action. Saint Augustine taught “although he ascended 

alone, we also ascend, because we are in him by grace.” From 

attending Mass to aiding the needy, on this feast day we can all take a 

step toward unity with Christ. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 1:1-11; Ephesians 4:1-13 or 

Ephesians 1:17-23; Mark 16:15-20 (58). “So then the Lord Jesus . 

. . was taken up into heaven and took his seat at the right hand of 

God.” 

 

Friday, May 14, 2021 

FEAST OF MATTHIAS, APOSTLE 

Abstinence makes the faith grow stronger 

Although self-denial is celebrated in all major religions as a virtue, the 

value isn’t so much in the practice as in the motivation. For Christians 

the virtuous motivation for abstinence of food, drink, or particular desires 

comes from love. We deny ourselves for God’s sake and for the sake of 

others. Saint Matthias, patron of alcoholics, encouraged abstinence as a 

way to grow closer to God. He kept his focus on his vocation to spread 

the gospel and let little distract him from his purpose. What can you do 

today to keep your focus on love?  

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 1:15-17, 20-26; John 15:9-17 (564). 

“This I command you: love one another.” 

 

Saturday, May 15, 2021 

EASTER WEEKDAY 

Honor the forces of reconciliation 

Pope Saint John XXIII taught that wars are never justified. Pope Saint 

John Paul II wrote to President George W. Bush that the Iraq War was 

unjust. Pope Benedict XVI questioned whether any war could be called 

just. Pope Francis, speaking in Hiroshima during his 2019 visit, 

repeated the positions of the previous popes. Christians face a 

dilemma, wanting world peace but also needing some protection from 

those who don't think the same way. The church recognizes a need for 

the military. But the task of the military should be to maintain peace and 

set the conditions for reconciliation. On this Armed Forces Day, pray for 

all our military service members. They have a difficult job. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 18:23-28; John 16:23b-28 (296). “For 

the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and 

have come to believe that I came from God.” 

 

 

©2021 TrueQuest Communications. TakeFiveForFaith.com; 

mail@takefiveforfaith.com. All rights reserved. Noncommercial 

reprints permitted with the following credit: Reprinted with 

permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. Scripture citations from 

the New American Bible Revised Edition.  
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American Marble &
Granite

Granite ♦ Marble ♦ Quartz

360-833-9905
www.american-marble.com

Camas Vancouver
 225 NE 4th Ave 912 Main St
834-2063 694-6541

Robert Nicacio, O.D. and Linda Medeski, O.D.
Optometric Physicians

Neuro-Rehab/Vision Therapy/Ortho Keratology

Glasses, Contacts, Eye Medical

    Brown’s Funeral Home  
       & Cremation serviCes
      “Proudly serving the Catholic faith”

(360) 834-3692

Serving Southwest Washington
Catholic Community for 111 years

(360) 694-2537
www.hamiltonmylan.com

302 West 11th Street, 
Vancouver, WA

•1• ST. JOSEPH ■ ' CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
'11111 ENROLLING NOW 

Call to schedule a tour! 
360-696-2586 

admissions@stjoevanschool.org 
www.stjoevanschool.org 

Gunderson Tire
360-834-1673

Hard to say ...
easy to work with!

503.281.0752
www.anctilheating-cooling.com

Now Hiring Caregivers
Base Wage: $16.45-$19.85

Excellent Health benefits • Paid Time Off/Retirement 
To apply: ccsww.org/careers 

 

Now Hiring Caregivers   
Base Wage: $15.50-$18.00   

•

1-877-870-1582

Mention Parish bulletin & get
$5 off when you spend $30 or more

231 NE 3rd Ave., Camas
360.834.5856

11711 NE 99th St. #490, Vancouver
360.883.6588

Sun.-Thurs. 11am-10pm
Fri & Sat 11am-11pm

losjalapenosmexican.comlosjalapenosmexican.com

Carolyn A. Simms
  

360-833-2174 
Business/Corporate Law • estate pLanning • reaL estate

Attorney           

Simms  Electric
For All Your Electrical Needs

David Simms 
360-834-3565

WA. Lic.# SIMMSE*855DK

Contact Rob Witte to place an ad today! 
rwitte@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2501

Attorney-at-Law • Parishioner 

SHAWN R. MacPHERSON 

Wills • Real Estate • Probate 

834-4611 

Knapp, O’Dell & MacPherson PLLC 

430 N.E. Everett St., Camas, WA 98607

If you can find the river, you can find your way home
Thinking about buying or selling?  Call your

Knowledgeable backyard real estate expert today!
360-210-4690 

brokers@columbiariverrealty.com


