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ST. THOMAS AQUINAS CATHOLIC CHURCH 

     324 NE Oak Street, Camas, WA 98607 

Telephone (360) 834-2126 

Fax (360) 834-5106 

www.stthomascamas.org 

office@stthomascamas.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

    Sunday Masses            Daily Masses     

    Saturday Vigil: 5:00pm          Tuesday: 6:00pm 

    Sunday: 8:30am & 11:00am    Wed-Sat: 8:30am 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Tuesdays after the 6:00pm Mass  

Saturdays after the 8:30am Mass 

and Saturdays from 4–4:45pm       

    or by appointment with Fr. Jim 
 

PRIVATE PRAYER 

The church is open for private prayer  

Monday through Friday:  9:00am - 4:30pm 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Tuesdays after 6pm Mass until 9:30pm 

Actively expanding hours; contact office 
 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

Walk-ins welcome 

 Mon-Thu: 9:00am-12:30pm, 1:00-5:00pm 

By telephone on Fri: 9:00am - noon 

Closed weekends and holidays 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,  

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 

all that I have commanded you; and behold, I am with 

you always, to the close of the age.”              

Matthew 28:18-20 

HIGHLIGHTS:  
 

��MEET the St. Thomas staff.  Guess who? - Grandmother, mother of 5, AND going to retire 

�� Faith Formation classes have begun!  Sundays:  PreK - 6th Grade 9:45am; HS Youth Group 12:15pm; SacPrep on 

Wednesdays at 6:30pm; Confirmation begins Sunday, Oct 10 at 9:45am.  

��Online registration for faith formation classes remains open; use the links on the parish website to register. 

��Seton Catholic College Prep, Open House! Oct. 10. See flyer in this bulletin. 

�� Teen Social, Oct. 17 at 12:15pm in the Youth Grotto 

�� 40 Days for Life campaign, runs Sep. 22 thru Oct. 31, sign up today! 

��RCIA sessions have begun! For anyone considering joining the Catholic Church.  
 

Follow us on Facebook: St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church   

or on Instagram@stthomascamas 

OCTOBER 10, 2021 

28TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  



2 

From the desk of Lorrie Conway 

 

Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 

 

There is an old Garth Brooks song entitled “Unanswered Prayers”, and 

although I am not a real Garth Brooks fan, I do like the message in this 

song.  In the song, Garth talks about running into an old high school 

‘flame’ at a hometown football game he was attending with his wife.  He 

reminisces about how in high school he prayed that this high school 

sweetheart would be his forever, but as he stands there with his wife he 

thanks God that his prayers weren’t answered.   He realizes that the Lord 

has given him blessings with his wife and his life that are abundant. 

 

I don’t know about you, but there have been so many times in my life that 

I have prayed in a certain direction to our Lord and my prayers were not 

answered in the way I had hoped, just like in this song.  I try, in my prayer 

habit, to pray for His will, but there are also times that my heart is calling 

for something special to happen and I will pray for that outcome.  It might 

be for the health of someone I love, or for something in my life to go a 

certain direction, or to be relieved of a struggle or a burden, or for 

someone to be drawn closer to Christ and when that doesn’t happen, it 

can be very difficult.  Even when it isn’t difficult, it can be disappointing for 

something in your life not to turn out as you had prayed that it would.  It is 

hard to understand when your prayers are unanswered and the result is 

something painful in your life, but like the Garth Brooks song, as time 

passes, it becomes clearer what God’s plan actually is.  There is not a 

single moment that I look back on those unanswered prayers and wonder 

why God did what he did.  His divine wisdom is always revealed in time 

and although His plan for us may be different than our plan, I know that 

He loves me so much that I must trust in Him, even when the resulting 

unanswered prayer is painful or disappointing. 

 

I think prayer is building a relationship with Christ and prayers come in 

many forms.  When I pray (or have a conversation with our Heavenly 

Father) about things that are troubling to me or that I would like changed, 

I do it the same way I would tell my best friend my deepest heart's 

desires.  I think that is what Christ wants from us; a relationship so close 

that you are able to have conversations with Him about what He already 

knows is in your heart and then trusting that He will carry you through no 

matter what the outcome.  Some of you may recall the poem “Footprints'' 

where there are two sets of footprints in the sand signifying that Christ 

walks with us throughout our lives and Christ tells the author that when he 

only sees one set of footprints in the sand, those were the times in his life 

that were so difficult that Christ carried him.  I often wonder if that is the 

case when we have unanswered prayers.  The struggle is real, but if we 

trust in our Lord, I bet those are the times that He is carrying us and 

eventually His wisdom will be revealed.  

 

This week as we continue to Fall into the Habit of Prayer, I would invite 

you to look back over your life and reflect on the unanswered prayers you 

have experienced.  I pray that as you do that, you are able to see how our 

Lord carried you through those difficult times and that in time His wisdom 

brought clarity and peace to you on your journey.  Reflecting on those 

times helps us to remember that sometimes some of the greatest gifts are 

unanswered prayers! 
 

In Christ+ 
 

Lorrie 

  

“Sometimes I thank God for unanswered prayers. Remember when your 

talkin’ to the man upstairs, jus because he may not answer, doesn’t mean 

he don’t care. Some of God’s greatest gifts are unanswered prayers.”  

Garth Brooks (1990). No Fences 

PARISH OFFICE             (360) 834-2126 

PASTORAL COORDINATOR.…...……..Lorrie Conway, ext. 208 

PRIEST………………………..….Rev. Jim Mylet, MM, ext. 205 

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE…………...………Ted Meany, ext. 215 

PA FOR LITURGY & MUSIC……..Kristin Yoshimura, ext. 212 

CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION......Denice Twyman, ext. 202 

ADMIN ASSISTANT…………..…….... Terese Dayton, ext. 203 

MAINTENANCE………………..…..……..Ryan LaFave, ext. 282 

SECRETARY……….………………….Audrey Hockett, ext. 0 
 

     OFFICE SECRETARY EMAIL: office@stthomascamas.org 
 

     PARISH WEBSITE: www.stthomascamas.org 

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS  

 

Sept 22-Oct 31   40 Days for Life campaign  

Oct 17      Teen Social, 12:15pm in the Youth Grotto 

Oct 31      Field of Martyrs, 6:30pm 

Nov 1      All Saints Day (not a Holy Day of Obligation this year) 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Sun    Oct 10    8:30am      Pro Populo  

        11:00am      Molly Dugan + 

Mon   Oct 11    No Mass  

Tues  Oct 12    6:00pm     Joelle Copp 

Wed   Oct 13    8:30am     Katie Tucker 

Thu    Oct 14   8:30am      Eric Herrmann 

Fri      Oct 15    8:30am     Carolyn Simms 

Sat     Oct 16    8:30am     George Capacci 

          5:00pm     Mary Mother of the Church 

Sun    Oct 17    8:30am      Pro Populo  

        11:00am      Mary Mother of the Church 

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 

Next weekend, Oct 16/17, we will celebrate World Mission Sunday. 

Pope Francis invites the entire Church to support mission dioceses in 

Africa, Asia, the Pacific Islands, and parts of Latin America and 

Europe, where priests, religious and lay leaders serve the world’s 

most vulnerable communities. Please keep the Pope’s missions in 

your prayers and be generous in next week’s collection for the Society 

for the Propagation of the Faith. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

Holy Family Catholic Clinic is now open and accepting new 

patients! Holy Family Catholic Clinic is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit 

ministry of the Sanctitas Vitae Foundation. It is a Christ-

centered clinic that is committed to providing superior, 

compassionate, life-affirming health care to patients of all ages, 

honoring the sanctity of life from conception to natural death, 

and supporting the Culture of Life, 503-994-4353. 
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                      MASSES AT ST. THOMAS 

 

A general dispensation from the Sunday Mass obligation                       

continues to remain in place due to the pandemic.  

 

Washington State updated its Covid-19 restrictions in late 

August and the Archdiocese has provided updated guidance. 

Here is a summary of how this impacts Mass at St. Thomas:   

 

General guidance:  
 

�� Please stay home if you are not feeling well. 

�� Please wash your hands frequently.  

�� Please respect the section designated for those who wish to 

remain socially distanced (in the middle of the right side).  

�� Please know that masks are now mandatory when indoors 

regardless of vaccination status.  

 

Mass  
 

�� The 8:30am Sunday Mass will continue to be live streamed 

for those who cannot be with us in person (visit the parish 

Facebook page (an account is not required; recordings 

available on our Vimeo channel).  

�� Holy water is available.  

�� Continue to fill in all available pews from the front of the 

church so later arrivals do not have to hunt for a space. 

�� Collection will be taken during Mass.  

�� Offertory procession will take place during Mass.  

�� Communion:  

��Come forward in two simultaneous lines from each side  

��Receive the Eucharist on the hand or on the tongue  

��Precious Blood will not yet be distributed  

��Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion will be assisting   
 

Please help us spread the word! 

THE POPE'S PRAYER INTENTIONS for October 
 

Intention for Evangelization - Missionary Disciples:   
 

We pray that every baptized person may be engaged in 

evangelization, available to the mission, by being witnesses of a 

life that has the flavor of the Gospel.  

We are so grateful for those who advertise in our bulletin and make    

this publication possible. Please give them your support and business!  

This week we want to highlight:  
 

GUNDERSON TIRE, LES SCHWAB TIRES 

Thank you for helping support our parish communications! 

FAITH FORMATION CORNER 
 

Is God Calling You to Be a Catechist?  

Catechists, echo the Word of God to the children. 

Catechists are faithful believers that comprise various 

ages, skills, and talents.  

 

Who can be part of this ministry? Ordinary people, 

well really they are amazing, who generously 

volunteer their time to share our Catholic faith, values, 

and traditions with our children. Their gift of time and 

talents has tremendous value. Their words, actions, 

and expression of faith help the message of Jesus 

Christ continue to spread throughout the world. 

 

We have an astonishing team, and we are very 

grateful for each one of them. Our team is not 

complete yet, we need you! Yes, we need 

parishioners like you to play a role in ”echoing” our 

faith to our children, the next generation in the faith. 

Anyone who is interested in serving, please contact 

Denice Twyman (denice@stthomascamas.org) 

The face of our parish in the office, Audrey Hockett, will be retiring 

this month. She has graciously greeted parishioners since 2015 and 

has become an important member of the St. Thomas 

family.  Audrey’s cheerful smile and attitude warms every heart that 

enters the door or phones the parish.  She has been an invaluable 

member of our office team as we have maneuvered through pastoral 

transitions, office moves, and Covid protocols.  Audrey will be missed 

tremendously and we hope that you will take the time to offer your 

congratulations and ‘thank you’ for all she has provided our parish.  

America Needs Fatima (ANF) is a special campaign to spread the 

message of Fatima in the United States. The goal of America Needs 

Fatima is to win the heart and soul of America for Mary by spreading 

Our Lady’s Fatima message and promoting devotion to Her Immaculate 

Heart. Join us for a Fatima Rosary at Our Lady, Star of the Sea in 

Stevenson, WA on Oct. 16, noon- 1:30pm outside in the parking lot.  
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STAYING SAFE 

This month we are continuing to see exposures on our parish campus. In many of these 

cases the individual came to Mass when they weren't feeling well. Sometimes people may 

believe a symptom is from a cold or allergy. We recommend reminding people to stay home 

when they are not feeling well. To help your people distinguish the differences, here is a 

chart from the Washington State Department of Health: 

Please remember to stay home when you are not feeling well.  
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Sunday, Oct 10, 2021 

TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord 

More than three-quarters of those suffering from 

mental illness worldwide have no access to the care 

that could restore them to healthy relationships and productive lives. 

The World Federation for Mental Health therefore dedicates this Mental 

Health Day to the theme "Mental Health in an Unequal World." Factors 

like race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, and economic 

status complicate the path to adequate support. Pray the Rosary's 

Mysteries of Light today that clarity be given to those who struggle with 

mental health issues, and the societies that devalue them. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Wisdom 7:7-11; Hebrews 4:12-13; Mark 

10:17-30 (143).  “I prayed, and prudence was given me; I 

pleaded, and the spirit of wisdom came to me.” 
 

Monday, Oct 11, 2021 

MEMORIAL OF JOHN XXIII, POPE 

He saw thee more clearly 

The humble Pope John XXIII disliked the pomp and attention that 

came with his role, and he insisted on being called simply “the pope.” 

Nearly 60 years since his pontificate, he is remembered in Italy as il 

papa buono, “the good pope.” In the short time he was pope—less 

than five years before he died of cancer in 1963—he changed the 

Catholic Church like few others by convening the Second Vatican 

Council. On his deathbed, he said: “It is not that the gospel has 

changed; it is that we have begun to understand it better.” We can 

always use the intercession of “the good pope” as we keep seeking to 

understand better what the gospel means in our changing times. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Romans 1:1-7; Luke 11:29-32 (467). “Just 

as Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites, so will the Son of Man 

be to this generation.” 
 

Tuesday, Oct 12, 2021 

Our pillar of strength 

Today is the feast day of Virgin Maria del Pilar, a Spanish devotion 

commemorating the first official Marian apparition of the Catholic 

Church. According to tradition, Mary first appeared—while still alive—to 

the apostle James in the year 40, as he preached the gospel to the 

people of Spain. Saint James, despondent over his progress, prayed 

for reassurance, and Our Lady appeared to him in a supernatural 

manner, standing upon a pillar held aloft by angels. Because October 

is the month of the Rosary, honor Maria with the beautiful Holy Queen 

prayer that’s part of that devotion. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Romans 1:16-25; Luke 11:37-41 (468). “I 

am not ashamed of the Gospel.” 
 

Wednesday, Oct 13, 2021 

God to humanity: Can’t buy my love 

From at least the time of the Pharisees, important people in the eyes of 

the world often assumed they had the inside track on a pleasant 

afterlife. Pope Francis begged to differ in an Advent season homily 

several years back. At the Last Judgment, Francis said, Jesus will not 

say, “‘You, come with me because you have given so much money to 

the church. You are a benefactor of the church. Come, come to 

Heaven.’ No. You can’t buy your way into Heaven. And He won’t say: 

‘You are very important, you have studied so much and earned so 

many honors, come into Heaven.’ No. Awards do not open the gate of 

Heaven,” Francis said. “What will Jesus tell us to open up the gates of 

Heaven? ‘I was hungry, and you gave Me to eat. I was homeless, and 

you gave Me shelter. I was sick, and you came to see Me. I was in 

prison, and you came to visit Me.’ Jesus is humility,” Francis said. Close 

your purse or wallet, and open your heart! 

TODAY'S READINGS: Romans 2:1-11; Luke 11:42-46 (469). “You 

pay tithes of mint and of rue and of every garden herb, but you pay 

no attention to judgment and to love for God.” 
 

Thursday, Oct 14, 2021 

MEMORIAL OF CALLISTUS I, POPE, MARTYR 

Patron saint of second (or more) chances 

Saint Callistus I is inspiration to anyone who has made major errors in 

life. Callistus seriously messed up, not once but twice. Born into slavery, 

his master put him in charge of a bank that Callistus criminally 

mismanaged. After a while in prison, he was freed to earn back the 

money he owed. Instead, he was arrested for brawling in a synagogue. 

Strike two. Nonetheless, Callistus reformed himself, served the early 

church as a cemetery manager, and was eventually elected pope! 

Consider saying a prayer of thanks for a church that offers redemption 

(even the papacy) to people who have fallen hard. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Romans 3:21-30; Luke 11:47-54 (470). 

“Woe to you, scholars of the law! You have taken away the key of 

knowledge.” 
 

Friday, Oct 15, 2021 

MEMORIAL OF TERESA OF JESUS, VIRGIN,  

DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH 

Don’t be afraid of the dark 

The dark night of the soul, a term coined by Spanish mystic Saint John of 

the Cross, describes a period on the spiritual journey when one feels 

distant from God and suffers physical and emotional pain. Saint Teresa 

of Ávila, a close friend of John’s, actually felt like she was going mad as 

she pursued the contemplative life. But then, in 1567, while gazing at a 

statue of Jesus, she felt an ecstasy beyond description as she reached 

“union with God.” Teresa wrote much about her interior life, and she 

encouraged others to experience the “great gifts that come through 

abandoning everything to God and dying to oneself.” Pray for the 

patience and humility to stay the spiritual course. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Romans 4:1-8; Luke 12:1-7 (471). 

“Therefore, whatever you have said in the darkness will be heard in 

the light.” 
 

Saturday, Oct 16, 2021 

I was hungry 

World Food Day was established in 1979 by the United Nations Food 

and Agriculture Organization and is celebrated annually on this date in 

150 countries. The theme for this year’s celebration is, “Safe food now for 

a healthy tomorrow.” The World Food Program (WFP) is the food-

assistance branch of the organization. As of 2019, the WFP has served 

97 million people in 88 countries, and it was awarded the 2020 Nobel 

Peace Prize for its efforts to combat hunger and contribute to peace in 

conflict areas. Take a moment today to thank God for the food you eat 

and the people who produce it, and to support your local World Food Day 

celebration. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Romans 4:13, 16-18; Luke 12:8-12 (472). “I 

tell you, everyone who acknowledges me before others the Son of 

Man will acknowledge before the angels of God.” 
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American Marble &
Granite

Granite ♦ Marble ♦ Quartz

360-833-9905
www.american-marble.com

Camas Vancouver
 225 NE 4th Ave 912 Main St
834-2063 694-6541

Robert Nicacio, O.D. and Linda Medeski, O.D.
Optometric Physicians

Neuro-Rehab/Vision Therapy/Ortho Keratology

Glasses, Contacts, Eye Medical

Serving Southwest Washington
Catholic Community for 111 years

(360) 694-2537
www.hamiltonmylan.com

302 West 11th Street, 
Vancouver, WA

Gunderson Tire
360-834-1673

Hard to say ...
easy to work with!

503.281.0752
www.anctilheating-cooling.com

Mention Parish bulletin & get
$5 off when you spend $30 or more

231 NE 3rd Ave., Camas
360.834.5856

11711 NE 99th St. #490, Vancouver
360.883.6588

Sun.-Thurs. 11am-10pm
Fri & Sat 11am-11pm

losjalapenosmexican.comlosjalapenosmexican.com

Simms  Electric
For All Your Electrical Needs

David Simms 
360-834-3565

WA. Lic.# SIMMSE*855DK

Contact Rob Witte to
place an ad today! 
rwitte@4LPi.com or

(800) 950-9952 x2501

Attorney-at-Law • Parishioner 

SHAWN R. MacPHERSON 

Wills • Real Estate • Probate 

834-4611 

Knapp, O’Dell & MacPherson PLLC 

430 N.E. Everett St., Camas, WA 98607


