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ST. THOMAS AQUINAS CATHOLIC CHURCH 

     324 NE Oak Street, Camas, WA 98607 

Telephone (360) 834-2126 

Fax (360) 834-5106 

www.stthomascamas.org 

office@stthomascamas.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 

 

    Sunday Masses            Daily Masses     

    Saturday Vigil: 5:00pm          Tuesday: 6:00pm 

    Sunday: 8:30am & 11:00am    Wed-Sat: 8:30am 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Tuesdays after the 6:00pm Mass  

Saturdays after the 8:30am Mass 

and Saturdays from 4–4:45pm       

    or by appointment with Fr. Jim 

 

PRIVATE PRAYER 

The church is open for private prayer  

Monday through Friday:  9:00am - 4:30pm 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Tuesdays after 6pm Mass until 9:30pm 

Actively expanding hours; contact office 

 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

Walk-ins welcome 

 Mon-Thu: 9:00am-12:30pm, 1:00-5:00pm 

By telephone on Fri: 9:00am - noon 

Closed weekends and holidays 

MISSION STATEMENT 

 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,  

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 

all that I have commanded you; and behold, I am with 

you always, to the close of the age.”              

Matthew 28:18-20 

HIGHLIGHTS:  

 

�� Faith Formation classes have begun!  Sundays:  PreK - 6th Grade 9:45am; HS Youth Group 12:15pm; SacPrep on 

Wednesdays at 6:30pm; Confirmation begins Sunday, Oct 10 at 9:45am.  

��Online registration for faith formation classes remains open; use the links on the parish website to register. 

��All Souls Days candles available for purchase. Contact the parish office.  

�� 40 Days for Life campaign, runs Sep. 22 thru Oct. 31, sign up today! 

��RCIA sessions have begun! For anyone considering joining the Catholic Church.  

 

Follow us on Facebook: St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church   

or on Instagram@stthomascamas 

OCTOBER 24, 2021 

30TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  
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From the desk of Lorrie Conway 

 

Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 

 

This past week, Shaun and I celebrated our 36

th

 wedding anniversary. 

Honestly, as I look back, I’m not sure what we were thinking. Two young 

kids with almost nothing in common and yet there we were at the altar 

pledging ourselves to one another in front of family and friends. I am not 

joking when I tell you that there was a betting pool at our reception (table 

#5) about how long we would last, and I think we later learned that two 

years was the long-shot bet. Frankly, in hindsight, I might have been 

inclined to place a bet too because by all outward appearances, it really 

didn’t have the makings of a long-term commitment, but that is the funny 

thing about relationships; they aren’t always what they appear to be to 

people on the outside. What wasn’t obvious to others on our wedding day 

was our commitment to one another and to our marriage vows. 

 

I don’t think I’d be too far off base if I ventured to guess that we aren’t any 

different than most married couples when we look back over the past 

three and a half decades. We have had our ups and downs.  Marriage is 

work, am I right? Don’t misunderstand me, my husband is amazing, I love 

him mightily and I am grateful for my vocation, but like most things here 

on earth, anything worth holding on to requires some work. 

 

Over the years, like so many other couples, we have suffered the loss of 

family and friends, we have endured injury and serious illness, we have 

had times when we struggled financially, when our lives were so full and 

complicated that we often did not take the time for one another that we 

should have. We have morphed from a time when we were busy with 

soccer games, band concerts, orthodontic appointments, and school 

plays, to dropping kids off at college, then the airport while traveling the 

world and now (in two weeks) watching them marry! During all of that, we 

have, as a couple, trusted our Lord and prayed daily for his guidance, 

grace, and wisdom. 

 

I always get a bit reflective this time of the year thinking back over our 

lives together, where we came from and what has been the glue that has 

carried us through those difficult times. The answer is resoundingly 

prayer and faith. I hope you don’t mind, but I thought I would share some 

of my reflections about praying together as a couple: 

 

Prayer keeps us humbled in front of God and one another:  The act of 

prayer—hand-in-hand, quiet, focused, on our knees, with heads bowed 

keeps us in a position of openness and humility. We are showing our 

reverence for God and for one another. 

 

Prayer removes us from continuing the cycle of hurting each other: 

Sometimes we aren’t patient with one another. When we are humbled on 

our knees, the heart opens to understanding instead of accusing. 

 

Prayer unites us:  Holding my spouse’s hands is a physical portrayal of 

unity. Praying with him provides spiritual unity through God. Physical unity 

and spiritual unity are ties that bind and are not easily broken. 

 

Prayer is an invitation to change:  When I am humbled my heart is 

open to change and grow. I have a renewed willingness to work to stay 

together. 

 

Prayer gives us hope:  When our hearts as a couple are in unity with 

God’s good and perfect will, then our prayers will always be answered. 

Regardless of you actually getting what you prayed for. Sometimes 

unanswered prayers are exactly what God’s plan is for us. 

 

All this to say, if Shaun and I are any indication, the couple that prays 

together, stays together and I hope that some of my reflections on the 

benefits of praying together as a couple will resonate within your own life. 

 

In Christ+ 

 

Lorrie 

PARISH OFFICE             (360) 834-2126 

PASTORAL COORDINATOR.…...……..Lorrie Conway, ext. 208 

PRIEST………………………..….Rev. Jim Mylet, MM, ext. 205 

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE…………...………Ted Meany, ext. 215 

PA FOR LITURGY & MUSIC……..Kristin Yoshimura, ext. 212 

CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION......Denice Twyman, ext. 202 

ADMIN ASSISTANT…………..…….... Terese Dayton, ext. 203 

MAINTENANCE………………..…..……..Ryan LaFave, ext. 282 

SECRETARY……….………………….Audrey Hockett, ext. 0 

 

     OFFICE SECRETARY EMAIL: office@stthomascamas.org 

 

     PARISH WEBSITE: www.stthomascamas.org 

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS  

 

Sept 22-Oct 31   40 Days for Life campaign  

Oct 31      Field of Martyrs, 6:30pm 

Nov 1      All Saints Day (not a Holy Day of Obligation this year) 

Nov 2      All Souls’ Day 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Sun    Oct 24    8:30am      Pro Populo  

        11:00am      Jessica Dugan 

Mon   Oct 25    No Mass  

Tues  Oct 26    6:00pm     Jan Madden 

Wed   Oct 27    8:30am     Jeanne Achtien+ 

Thu    Oct 28   8:30am      Persio Grullon+ 

Fri      Oct 29    8:30am     Angie Mina+ 

Sat     Oct 30    8:30am     Steven Greenfield+ 

          5:00pm     Mary Jo Ambrosiani 

Sun    Oct 31    8:30am      Pro Populo  

        11:00am      Andy Twyman 

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY COLLECTION 

 

Thank you for your generous response to the collection for the Society 

for the Propagation of the Faith last weekend on World Mission 

Sunday. You may stay connected year-round to the Pope’s missions, 

continuing the commitment of world Mission Sunday, by visiting 

MISSIO.org.  

 

 

 

 

Holy Family Catholic Clinic is now open and accepting new 

patients! Holy Family Catholic Clinic is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit 

ministry of the Sanctitas Vitae Foundation. It is a Christ-

centered clinic that is committed to providing superior, 

compassionate, life-affirming health care to patients of all ages, 

honoring the sanctity of life from conception to natural death, 

and supporting the Culture of Life, 503-994-4353. 
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                      MASSES AT ST. THOMAS 

 

A general dispensation from the Sunday Mass obligation                       

continues to remain in place due to the pandemic.  

 

Washington State updated its Covid-19 restrictions in late 

August and the Archdiocese has provided updated guidance. 

Here is a summary of how this impacts Mass at St. Thomas:   

 

General guidance:  

 

�� Please stay home if you are not feeling well. 

�� Please wash your hands frequently.  

�� Please respect the section designated for those who wish to 

remain socially distanced (in the middle of the right side).  

�� Please know that masks are now mandatory when indoors 

regardless of vaccination status.  

 

Mass  

 

�� The 8:30am Sunday Mass will continue to be live streamed 

for those who cannot be with us in person (visit the parish 

Facebook page (an account is not required; recordings 

available on our Vimeo channel).  

��Holy water is available.  

��Continue to fill in all available pews from the front of the 

church so later arrivals do not have to hunt for a space. 

��Collection will be taken during Mass.  

��Offertory procession will take place during Mass.  

��Communion:  

��Come forward in two simultaneous lines from each side  

��Receive the Eucharist on the hand or on the tongue  

��Precious Blood will not yet be distributed  

��Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion will be assisting   

 

Please help us spread the word! 

THE POPE'S PRAYER INTENTIONS for October 

 

Intention for Evangelization - Missionary Disciples:   

 

We pray that every baptized person may be engaged in 

evangelization, available to the mission, by being witnesses of a 

life that has the flavor of the Gospel.  

We are so grateful for those who advertise in our bulletin and make    

this publication possible. Please give them your support and business!  

This week we want to highlight:  

 

SIMMS ELECTRIC 

Thank you for helping support our parish communications! 

Employment Opportunity at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in 

NW Vancouver is recruiting for a full-time bookkeeper/admin 

assistant. If you or someone you know has a finance/accounting/

administrative background and would like to work in a positive 

and supportive team environment, please send a cover letter 

and resume to James at james@ollparish.org. The position 

requires a demonstrated track record of responsible work 

history, a professional demeanor, and a solution-oriented 

approach to customer service. The position offers a flexible 

schedule and qualifies for benefits. The full job description can 

be found here: https://www.ollparish.org/jobs. 

Piano accompanist needed here at St. Thomas, for 3 vigil 

Masses a month and one Sunday a month. Must have 

proficient keyboard skills. Stipend available.  

To audition and apply, send resume 

to kristin@stthomascamas.org  

All Souls’ Day Remembrance 

 

To remember your loved ones on All Souls’ Day, Tuesday, Nov. 2, 

use the special All Souls’ envelopes found in the back of the church to 

record their names. The All Souls’ Day Mass will be celebrated at 

6pm with prayers for the repose of the souls of your deceased loved 

ones. Please fill out an envelope and put it in the collection basket or 

drop it off at the parish office during business hours. 
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New at St. Thomas Aquinas - Caring Connection Board 

“ Not all of us can do great things.  But we can do small things with great love.” – St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta 

Often we learn of someone within our parish family that is struggling with a debilitating illness or family emergency of some 

type.  In an effort to support those needs, we have created the “Aquinas Caring Connection Board''.  You will find this bulletin 

board located in the vestibule of the church where if you have a need, we would invite you to post an announcement for our 

community to read.  This can be informational about what your circumstances are, you may request prayers or meals.  Please 

provide contact information so that parishioners can contact you directly to make arrangements. 

 

We invite all of our parishioners to review this board regularly and reach out and help those that are struggling within our 

parish community.  

How to use: 

�� Please limit the size of your posting to an 8 ½ X 11 or smaller sheet 

�� Please include a picture if you would like 

�� Please clearly state your needs (prayer, meals, childcare while attending doctor appointments etc.) 

�� Please provide contact information so that parishioners can contact you directly. Please leave these postings on the 

board for others to see. 

 

WELCOME ALICIA & FAREWELL AUDREY 

This week we bid Audrey farewell and wish her all the best for a wonderful retirement. Audrey has graced our office with 

her cheerfulness and kindness for the past 6 years and we all will miss her deeply. Big shoes to fill, for certain, but we 

would like to welcome Alicia Rodriguez! Alicia brings a wonderful set of skills to our parish office as she worked her way 

up through the ranks of a major utility company in customer service capacities. Her kindness and warmth is evident from 

your first encounter with her. 

Alicia is relatively new to the Camas-Washougal area and comes to us from Bothell, Washington. Please join us in 

welcoming her to the community and to our parish family. Stop by the office, introduce yourself and say hello! 
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Sunday, Oct 24, 2021 

THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Adopt an attitude of gratitude 

Here's an intriguing take on a familiar commission: 

Thankful people become missionaries. "To be 'in a 

state of mission' is a reflection of gratitude," Pope Francis declares on 

this World Mission Sunday. Yet this “state of mission” belongs to the 

whole church, not just to those brave souls who pack up and go off to 

foreign lands. Jesus commissions his friends to take the Good News 

wherever we go. Grateful folks do this cheerfully. How can we keep 

from singing, when a song's been placed in our hearts? Pray the 

Rosary's Glorious Mysteries and live the mission of gratitude. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Jeremiah 31:7-9; Hebrews 5:1-6; Mark 

10:46-52 (149). “Immediately [the blind man] received his sight, 

and followed Jesus on the way.” 

 

Monday, Oct 25, 2021 

Good for what ails you 

Research suggests that regular meditation may help reduce blood 

pressure, digestive problems, anxiety and depression, and insomnia, 

among other ailments. Prayerful meditation also heals your soul. 

Catholics have a lot of help at their disposal here—from the Rosary 

to Lectio Divina. “There are as many and varied methods of meditation 

as there are spiritual masters. Christians owe it to themselves to 

develop the desire to meditate regularly,” says the catechism. “But a 

method is only a guide; the important thing is to advance, with the Holy 

Spirit, along the one way of prayer: Christ Jesus.” Take the best 

medicine of all! 

TODAY'S READINGS: Romans 8:12-17; Luke 13:10-17 (479). 

“Woman, you are set free of your infirmity.” 

 

Tuesday, Oct 26, 2021 

Care for the caregivers, too 

In November 2017 European members of the World Medical 

Association convened at the Vatican for a conversation on ethical 

issues surrounding palliative care. Nearby, the International 

Confederation of Catholic Health Care Institutions was meeting to 

discuss inequalities in health care. Pope Francis addressed them all: 

“The categorical imperative is to never abandon the sick.” No matter 

the graveness of the medical condition, “we are called to show love 

and closeness.” Recognizing that “visit the sick” is one of the seven 

corporal works of mercy, how can you show or send care today—

perhaps by supporting Catholic chaplains during this Pastoral Care 

Week? 

TODAY'S READINGS: Romans 8:18-25; Luke 13:18-21 (480). 

“Sufferings of this present time are as nothing compared with the 

glory to be revealed for us.” 

 

Wednesday, Oct 27, 2021 

Gentle reminder: Pray today 

Benedictine monk Father Godfrey Diekmann, O.S.B., a pillar of the 

liturgical movement of the last century, tells the story of picking 

watercress one day on his monastery’s grounds and landing in a 

swamp. Try as he might he couldn’t extricate himself. He was 

eventually rescued by his fellow monks. He wrote of the incident: 

“What now bothers me is that during the entire ordeal of about 25 

minutes I didn’t have a single pious thought! What does that say of my 

more than 50 years of monastic life? Do I have to start all over again?” 

Forgetting to pray happens to the best of us. But it is never too late to 

start. A simple prayer of blessing, petition, intercession, thanksgiving, or 

praise will suffice. Better yet, start with Veni, Sancte Spiritus!, “Come, 

Holy Spirit!" 

TODAY'S READINGS: Romans 8:26-30; Luke 13:22-30 (481). “The 

Spirit comes to the aid of our weakness; for we do not know how to 

pray as we ought.” 

 

Thursday, Oct 28, 2021 

FEAST OF SIMON AND JUDE, APOSTLES 

Strive for decreasing returns 

Saints Simon and Jude have countless images and namesakes, yet we 

know almost nothing about these apostles whose feast day is today. 

They were among the 12 apostles, and tradition has it they spread the 

Good News in Persia. We honor their memory anyway, knowing that for 

the faithful, “He must increase, and I must decrease,” as John the Baptist 

put it. To be remembered after death as a faithful apostle is not a bad 

legacy for any Christian! Do one small act today that makes you 

recognizable as a faithful apostle. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Ephesians 2:19-22; Luke 6:12-16 (666). 

“Jesus went up to the mountain to pray, and he spent the night in 

prayer to God.” 

 

Friday, Oct 29, 2021 

Tender mercies 

Depression, anxiety, profound sadness, or grief—these can sometimes 

make us feel like we’re no good or God has abandoned us. But it is at 

these times especially when God tenderly draws close to us. Though it 

may be difficult to lift our hearts in prayer when we are suffering, we can 

pray this prayer for ourselves and one another (attributed to Saint 

Augustine): “Watch, O Lord, with those who wake or watch or weep 

tonight, and give your angels and saints charge over those who sleep. 

Tend your sick ones, O Lord Christ. Rest your weary ones. Bless your 

dying ones. Soothe your suffering ones. Pity your afflicted ones. Shield 

your joyous ones. And all for love’s sake.” Amen! 

TODAY'S READINGS: Romans 9:1-5; Luke 14:1-6 (483). “I have 

great sorrow and constant anguish in my heart.” 

 

Saturday, Oct 30, 2021 

MEMORIAL OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

Room to grow 

We’ve all heard that the “humble will be exalted.” Sounds nice, but where 

can we look for examples, for a role model? Look no further than Mary, 

Mother of God. Saturday is the traditional day of the week to recall 

Mary’s example of exalted humility. Mary was humble enough to “make 

room” for God—literally, in her womb. She was willing to trust God with 

everything—her reputation, her envisioned marriage, her very body. Do 

you trust enough to make room so that God can be born in you? 

TODAY'S READINGS: Romans 11:1-2a, 11-12, 25-29: Luke 14:1, 7

-11 (484). “For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but 

the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” 
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American Marble &
Granite

Granite ♦ Marble ♦ Quartz

360-833-9905
www.american-marble.com

Camas Vancouver
 225 NE 4th Ave 912 Main St
834-2063 694-6541

Robert Nicacio, O.D. and Linda Medeski, O.D.
Optometric Physicians

Neuro-Rehab/Vision Therapy/Ortho Keratology

Glasses, Contacts, Eye Medical

Serving Southwest Washington
Catholic Community for 111 years

(360) 694-2537
www.hamiltonmylan.com

302 West 11th Street, 
Vancouver, WA

Gunderson Tire
360-834-1673

Hard to say ...
easy to work with!

503.281.0752
www.anctilheating-cooling.com

Mention Parish bulletin & get
$5 off when you spend $30 or more

231 NE 3rd Ave., Camas
360.834.5856

11711 NE 99th St. #490, Vancouver
360.883.6588

Sun.-Thurs. 11am-10pm
Fri & Sat 11am-11pm

losjalapenosmexican.comlosjalapenosmexican.com

Simms  Electric
For All Your Electrical Needs

David Simms 
360-834-3565

WA. Lic.# SIMMSE*855DK

Contact Rob Witte to
place an ad today! 
rwitte@4LPi.com or

(800) 950-9952 x2501

Attorney-at-Law • Parishioner 

SHAWN R. MacPHERSON 

Wills • Real Estate • Probate 

834-4611 

Knapp, O’Dell & MacPherson PLLC 

430 N.E. Everett St., Camas, WA 98607


