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ST. THOMAS AQUINAS CATHOLIC CHURCH 

    

 

 

Our Mission: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 

to observe all that I have commanded you; and behold, I am with you always, 

324 NE Oak Street, Camas, WA 98607 †  Phone: (360) 834-2126  †  Fax (360) 834-5106  †  www.stthomascamas.org  

 

See What’s Inside... 

 

��Just Pray! A letter from the desk of Lorrie Conway. Pg. 3 

��What’s Happening?! Pg. 4 

◊  Halloween at the Field of Martyrs, , October 31st. 

◊ Youth Group Bowling! November 22 

��All Saints Day & All Souls Day  

 

 

Follow us on Facebook: St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church  

or on Instagram @stthomascamas 

��Stewardship 2022, 

��Baptism Prep Class Nov. 10th 

��Upcoming Guild Meeting 
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                      MASSES AT ST. THOMAS 

A general dispensation from the Sunday Mass obligation 

continues to remain in place due to the pandemic.  

 

Washington State updated its Covid-19 restrictions in 

late August and the Archdiocese has provided updated 

guidance. Here is a summary of how this impacts Mass 

at St. Thomas:   

General guidance:  

�� Please stay home if you are not feeling well. 

�� Please wash your hands frequently.  

�� Please respect the section designated for those who 

wish to remain socially distanced (in the middle of 

the right side).  

�� Please know that masks are now mandatory when 

indoors regardless of vaccination status.  

 

Mass  

�� The 8:30am Sunday Mass will continue to be live 

streamed for those who cannot be with us in person 

(visit the parish Facebook page (an account is not 

required; recordings available on our Vimeo channel).  

��Holy water is available.  

�� Continue to fill in all available pews from the front of 

the church so later arrivals do not have to hunt for a 

space. 

�� Collection will be taken during Mass.  

��Offertory procession will take place during Mass.  

�� Communion:  

��Come forward in two simultaneous lines from each 

side  

��Receive the Eucharist on the hand or on the tongue  

��Precious Blood will not yet be distributed  

��Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion will be 

assisting . 

During this Holy Year of St. Joseph:          

Ite ad Joseph! 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

�� Tuesdays after the 6:00pm Mass  

�� Saturdays after the 8:30am Mass 

�� Saturdays from 4–4:45pm       

�� Or by appointment with Fr. Jim 

 

PRIVATE PRAYER 

�� Monday - Friday: 9:00am - 4:30pm 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

�� Tuesdays after 6pm Mass until 9:30pm 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

�� Monday-Thursday: 9 AM-12:30 PM & 1 PM-5 PM 

 

Parish Resources 

PARISH OFFICE                                   (360) 834-2126 

PASTORAL COORDINATOR…..    Lorrie Conway, ext. 208 

PRIEST…..…….…………...Rev. Jim Mylet, MM, ext. 205 

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE…………...…..Ted Meany, ext. 215 

PA  LITURGY & MUSIC..…..Kristin Yoshimura, ext. 212 

KID’S FAITH FORMATION........Denice Twyman, ext. 202 

ADMIN ASSISTANT…..……….... Terese Dayton, ext. 203 

MAINTENANCE………………..……..Ryan LaFave, ext. 282 

SECRETARY………….….……….Alicia Rodriguez, ext. 0 

OFFICE SECRETARY EMAIL: office@stthomascamas.org 

Date Day 

Time Mass Intention 

October 31, 2021 Sunday 

8:30 AM Pro Populo 

  

11::00 AM Andy Tuyman (Birthday) 

November 1, 2021 Monday 

No Mass  

November 2, 2021 Tuesday 

6:00 PM All Soul’s Day, Mass Cards 

November 3, 2021 Wednesday 

CANCELLED Please see funeral Mass Announcement on Page 6 

November 4, 2021 Thursday 

8:30 AM Morghan Vance Simms (Birthday) 

November 5, 2021 Friday 

8:30 AM Gertrude Kristine 

November 6, 2021 Saturday 

8:30 AM John Morehead 

  

11:00 AM Raphael Straughan 

Mass Schedule 
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Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 

 

According to  a 2009 study published in the 

European Journal of Social Psychology, it takes 

anywhere from 18 to 254 days for a person to 

form a new habit. Another theory, called “21/90” 

hypothesizes that it takes 21 days to make a habit 

and 90 days to make a permanent lifestyle change. It is 

getting to that first mark of 18 or 21 days that presents the 

real challenge. I have to be honest and tell you that I have a 30-day  

Gratitude Journal that I’ve been working on for two years now!  **sigh**  Perhaps I am justifying my lack of moxie when I 

suggest that habit-forming is hard work. Am I right? 

 

All month we’ve been talking about falling into the habit of prayer. If only it were that simple! --The truth is, habits are 

notoriously hard to form and even harder to change. So making prayer a regular part of the day is difficult. We must commit to 

carving out time for it to be part of our lives. For myself, I want it to be more than just a habit. I want it to be a lifestyle 

change.  After all, what carries more importance in our lives than prayer?! 

 

I know that for prayer to be effective in my life, it needs to be regular and part of my life; a habitual attitude, not an occasional 

act.  I recall getting ready to leave for a council meeting in Stevenson with Fr. Raja. He had offered to drive, and before he 

started his car, he made the sign of the cross, said a swift prayer for safety, and then proceeded. I couldn’t help but think 

about how beautiful that simple act was and how wonderful it was that he remembered to do that. He gifted me with a small 

key chain before he left that has a crucifix on it—it reminds me to follow his example each time I get in my car.  

 

If you would, allow me to share some of my thoughts on developing a habit of prayer: 

 

1. Just do it! The old Nike slogan has it right. Just get started.  Research shows that people who are most successful at 

forming habits are the ones who get started and stick to it from the beginning. So, I challenge you today to just start the 

conversation with God. Start with a simple, “hello” and share what is on your mind and heart. 

2. Make time! Put an appointment with God on your schedule. In recent months especially, my life has been entirely 

calendar-driven.  If it isn’t on my schedule, I won’t get to it. No matter how busy my life might be, I will always make time for 

my top priorities, so scheduling time makes prayer a priority. 

3. Have a plan! If you are just getting started, make a plan for how your prayer time will look.  Most of us aren’t great at just 

sitting in silence without practice, so I suggest using a daily devotional of some type to help guide your prayers.  Try to 

choose one that fits you best for your prayer journey. 

4. Set a goal! The average amount of time to form a new habit (per the study above) is 66 days. Maybe it would be helpful to 

set smaller goals.  Start with a goal of 1 week.  Once you have reached that goal, you can set another one. I find it is much 

easier to stick to a new routine when you have a deadline to achieve rather than an open-ended duration. 

5. Pray throughout the day! Continue your conversation throughout your day (for me, as you will recall, that is milking my 

‘rosary goats’). Eventually, prayer will become the thread running throughout your day, connecting all the pieces of your 

life, just like Fr. Raja saying a quick prayer for safety before he started the ignition of his car. I try to be purposeful and have 

a conversation with God about decisions, stresses, concerns, and share my joys and gratitude. 

 

I hope you can join me in trying to fall into the habit of prayer by using some of these suggestions. Now, my promise to all of 

you is that I am going to just do it! I am going to stick to my Gratitude Journal each day until I have completed it! Let’s help hold 

one another accountable in forming good habits of prayer. So, I have to ask, have you prayed today? 

 

In Christ+ 

 

-Lorrie 
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Opportunity Knocks!! Will You Answer?? 

THE POPE'S PRAYER INTENTIONS for October 

 

Intention for Evangelization - Missionary Disciples:   

 

We pray that every baptized person may be engaged in 

evangelization, available to the mission, by being witnesses of a 

life that has the flavor of the Gospel.  

 

We are so grateful for those who advertise in our bulletin and make  this 

publication possible. Please give them your support and business!  

This week we want to highlight:  

 

SHAWN R. MACPHERSON, ATTORNEY AT LAW 

Thank you for helping support our parish communications! 

THE BEST CATHOLIC CONTENT - ALL IN ONE PLACE�

 

◊ Go to formed.org   

◊ Enter our Parish Code on the homepage: 3FRM2C  

◊ Create a personal account with email and password  

New content is being added all the time; check it out.  

Employment Opportunity at Our Lady of Lourdes 

Parish in NW Vancouver is recruiting for a full-time 

bookkeeper/admin assistant. If you or someone you know 

has a finance/accounting/administrative background and 

would like to work in a positive and supportive team 

environment, please send a cover letter and resume to 

James at james@ollparish.org. The position requires a 

demonstrated track record of responsible work history, a 

professional demeanor, and a solution-oriented approach 

to customer service. The position offers a flexible schedule 

and qualifies for benefits. The full job description can be 

found here: https://www.ollparish.org/jobs. 

Piano accompanist needed here at St. Thomas, 

for 3 vigil Masses a month and one Sunday a 

month. Must have proficient keyboard skills. 

Stipend available.  

St. Thomas Aquinas Guild Corner  

Heigh Ho, Heigh Ho, To The Guild Meeting We Go!!  �

◊ When: Wednesday, November 3rd @ 9 AM for 

social hour. The meeting starts @ 9:30.�

◊ Where: Fireside Room after Mass.  Masks are 

required so wear your most Festive Mask. �

◊ What: Come and catch up on all our projects, 

new and old.  Help us plan for the new year.  The 

Aquinas Guild is all the women of St. Thomas Aqui‐

nas parish.�We are a voluntary association for reli‐

gious, social and benevolent purposes to serve our 

Church and our community.  No dues are collect‐

All Saint’s Day 

 

All Saint’s Day is not a Holy Day of obligation this 

year.  

 

All Souls’ Day Remembrance 

 

To remember your loved ones on All Souls’ Day, 

Tuesday, Nov. 2, use the special All Souls’ envelopes 

found in the back of the church to record their 

names. The All Souls’ Day Mass will be celebrated at 

6pm with prayers for the repose of the souls of your 

deceased loved ones. Please fill out an envelope and 

put it in the collection basket or drop it off at the 

parish office during business hours. 
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Faith Formation Update  

It’s time for a new year of learning more about the richness and beauty 

of our Catholic Faith for all ages.   

Faith Formation classes began Sunday, Sep. 19 

 

Sacramental Prep sessions begin in October 

 

Details on first meeting dates for different groups:  

��PreK - 6th Grade:  Sundays at 9:45am, Aquinas Center 

��HS Youth Group:  Sundays at 12:15pm, Youth Grotto  

��Parent FF:  Oct 17 at 9:45am, parish hall  

��SacPrep (1st Reconciliation): Oct 6 at 6:30pm  

��Confirmation Prep:  Oct 10 at 9:45am   

 

See the parish website Faith Formation pages for more information on 

program descriptions, requirements, and detailed schedules.  

Online registration remains open and we’d love to have you join us. Use 

the link on the parish website: www.stthomascamas.org.  

Stewardship Campaign 2022 

We are asking everyone to prayerfully reflect on 

how we are called to continue to sustain our parish 

and the ministries that support the mission of Je-

sus Christ. Today we heard a powerful witness talk 

about the joy of giving back to God’s community.  

We ask that all our parishioners partake of that joy 

and return their commitment card as soon as pos-

sible.  
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New at St. Thomas Aquinas - Caring Connection Board 

“ Not all of us can do great things.  But we can do small things with great love.” – St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta 

Often we learn of someone within our parish family that is struggling with a debilitating illness or family emergency of some 

type.  In an effort to support those needs, we have created the “Aquinas Caring Connection Board''.  You will find this bulletin 

board located in the vestibule of the church where if you have a need, we would invite you to post an announcement for our 

community to read.  This can be informational about what your circumstances are, you may request prayers or meals.  Please 

provide contact information so that parishioners can contact you directly to make arrangements. 

 

We invite all of our parishioners to review this board regularly and reach out and help those that are struggling within our 

parish community.  

How to use: 

�� Please limit the size of your posting to an 8 ½ X 11 or smaller sheet 

�� Please include a picture if you would like 

�� Please clearly state your needs (prayer, meals, childcare while attending doctor appointments etc.) 

�� Please provide contact information so that parishioners can contact you directly. Please leave these postings on the 

board for others to see. 

A funeral Mass will be held for Greg Dayton on 

Wednesday; November 3, 2021 @ 9:00 AM at St. Thomas 

Aquinas Catholic Church.  

 

A funeral Mass will be held for Greg Dayton on 

Wednesday; November 3, 2021 @ 9:00 AM at St. Thomas 

Aquinas Catholic Church.  
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November 1, 2021�

SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS,�

Keep on Marching�

There are more than 10,000 saints venerated by 

the Catholic Church. (The exact number is a little unclear since 

some early saints may be more legendary than historical.) A lot 

of them are fairly new�Pope John Paul II (himself a saint) 

canonized more saints than all the popes in the previous 500 

years combined. What does it mean to be a saint? A saint is 

anyone in heaven, whether canonized or not, and could include 

your own late family and friends. It doesn’t mean they were 

perfect in life, but that they kept trying to live a holy life. Saints 

form the “great cloud of witnesses” and they’re all cheering for 

you as you strive to be a saint, too.�

Today's readings:�

Revelation 7:2�4, 9�14; 1 John 3:1�3; Matthew 5:1�12a 

November 2, 2021�

COMMEMORATION OF ALL THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 

(ALL SOULS’ DAY) �

Knock, knock, knockin’ on heaven’s door�

From the earliest days of Christianity�as believers shared 

Eucharist in the catacombs, alongside the dead�we Catholics 

have woven prayers for our dearly departed into many 

observances: every celebration of the Mass, praying the 

Rosary, annual parish�wide remembrances of the dead 

throughout November�even incorporating elements of Día de 

los Muertos from Latino tradition. We pray so that all souls 

who’ve been detoured through purgatory might, with our 

prayerful help, enjoy triumphant entry into heaven. As you 

remember your own dearly departed today, celebrate in Día de 

los Muertos style: Pray with their photos, visit their graves, 

enjoy their favorite foods.�

Today's readings:�

Wisdom 3:1�9; Romans 5:5�11 or Romans 6:3�9; John 6:37�40 

"Everyone who sees the Son and believes in him may have 

eternal life."�

November 3, 2021�

MEMORIAL OF MARTIN DE PORRES, RELIGIOUS�

United in our diversity�

Born in colonial Peru in 1579 to a mix of Spanish, African, and 

indigenous ancestors, Martin de Porres was barred from full 

membership in a religious order in his racially stratified society. 

Martin was not deterred, however, and his gifts as a healer and 

spiritual leader elevated him to a position of great renown and 

respect within the Dominican order and Peruvian society. 

Today, there is a 61 percent chance that two people selected at 

random in the United States will be of different racial or ethnic 

backgrounds, according to the 2020 Census. As patron saint of 

race relations and those of diverse racial and ethnic 

backgrounds, Martin offers inspiration to all of us to work for 

social justice in our increasingly diverse�

nation.�

Today's readings:�

Romans 13:8�10; Luke 14:25�33 “Whoever does not carry his 

own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple.”�

November 4, 2021�

MEMORIAL OF CHARLES BORROMEO, BISHOP�

Times that try our souls�

It’s a tricky business to take stock of the “signs of the times,” as 

Vatican II urged us to do. One person who was good at assessing 

the strengths and flaws of his culture was Saint Charles 

Borromeo (1538�84), a reformer who used his education and 

power as bishop to heal and repair the church. Pray that the Holy 

Spirit give us wisdom to perceive how God is present today, and 

to help bring about that presence where it seems to be lacking.�

Today's readings:�

Romans 14:7�12; Luke 15:1�10 “There will be more joy in heaven 

over one sinner who repents than over ninety�nine righteous 

people.”�

November 5, 2021�

What would Jesus not do?�

It’s easy to understand why evangelism is so compelling. We 

can’t wait to share the awesome news of finding our heart’s 

treasure in Jesus the Christ and the Catholic faith. But we must 

also take great care in evangelism so that we do not end up 

“colonizing” others, that is, assuming there is nothing good or 

godly in another person or group and imposing our own 

“enlightened” ways upon them. Jesus certainly does not do this. 

Instead, he shows by his own life the love of God and he looks 

where God already is in the world and in people’s lives. In what 

ways can we safeguard respect for others and God in our own 

call to be evangelists?�

Today's readings:�

Romans 15:14�21; Luke 16:1�8 �

“I will not dare to speak of anything except what Christ has 

accomplished through me.”�

November 6, 2021�

Inspiration knows no bounds�

Jesus’ life and ministry broke open the “old wineskins” of religious 

and social customs. Inspired by his example, the early church 

was remarkably diverse and creative, and women played key 

roles every step of the way. Priscilla (or Prisca, her formal name), 

along with her husband, Aquila, were companions of Saint Paul 

and prominent leaders in the early church�and Priscilla’s name 

usually appears first when they are mentioned in the New 

Testament, a hint of her esteemed position. She instructed the 

learned Apollos, and some commentators think she may have 

had a hand in authoring the epistle to the Hebrews. Raise a glass 

to new wineskins�may they continue to pour out the Spirit!�

Today's readings:�

Romans 16:3�9, 16, 22�27; Luke 16:9�15 (490 <https://

bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/110621.cfm> ).�

“Greet Prisca and Aquila, my co�workers in Christ Jesus, who 

risked their necks for my life.”�

�
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American Marble &
Granite

Granite ♦ Marble ♦ Quartz

360-833-9905
www.american-marble.com

Camas Vancouver
 225 NE 4th Ave 912 Main St
834-2063 694-6541

Robert Nicacio, O.D. and Linda Medeski, O.D.
Optometric Physicians

Neuro-Rehab/Vision Therapy/Ortho Keratology

Glasses, Contacts, Eye Medical

Serving Southwest Washington
Catholic Community for 111 years

(360) 694-2537
www.hamiltonmylan.com

302 West 11th Street, 
Vancouver, WA

Gunderson Tire
360-834-1673

Hard to say ...
easy to work with!

503.281.0752
www.anctilheating-cooling.com

Mention Parish bulletin & get
$5 off when you spend $30 or more

231 NE 3rd Ave., Camas
360.834.5856

11711 NE 99th St. #490, Vancouver
360.883.6588

Sun.-Thurs. 11am-10pm
Fri & Sat 11am-11pm

losjalapenosmexican.comlosjalapenosmexican.com

Simms  Electric
For All Your Electrical Needs

David Simms 
360-834-3565

WA. Lic.# SIMMSE*855DK

Contact Rob Witte to
place an ad today! 
rwitte@4LPi.com or

(800) 950-9952 x2501

Attorney-at-Law • Parishioner 

SHAWN R. MacPHERSON 

Wills • Real Estate • Probate 

834-4611 

Knapp, O’Dell & MacPherson PLLC 

430 N.E. Everett St., Camas, WA 98607


