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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

�� Tuesdays after the 6:00pm Mass  

�� Saturdays after the 8:30am Mass 

�� Saturdays from 4–4:45pm       

�� Or by appointment with Fr. Jim 

The confessional is to the left just inside the main 

Church entrance. 

PRIVATE PRAYER 

�� Monday - Friday: 9:00am - 4:30pm 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

�� Tuesdays after 6pm Mass until 9:30pm 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

�� Monday-Thursday: 9 AM-12:30 PM & 1 PM-5 PM 

Parish Resources 

PARISH OFFICE                                   (360) 834-2126 

PASTORAL COORDINATOR…..    Lorrie Conway, ext. 208 

PRIEST…..…….…………...Rev. Jim Mylet, MM, ext. 205 

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE…………...…..Ted Meany, ext. 215 

PA  LITURGY & MUSIC..…..Kristin Yoshimura, ext. 212 

KID’S FAITH FORMATION........Denice Twyman, ext. 202 

ADMIN ASSISTANT…..……….... Terese Dayton, ext. 203 

MAINTENANCE………………..……..Ryan LaFave, ext. 282 

SECRETARY………….….……….Alicia Rodriguez, ext. 0 

OFFICE SECRETARY EMAIL: office@stthomascamas.org 

Date Day Time Mass Intention 

November 27, 2021 Saturday 5:00 PM Brenda Carpenter 

November 28, 2021 Sunday 8:00 AM Pro Populo 

  11:00 AM Audrey Hockett (Birthday) 

November 29, 2021 Monday No Mass  

November 30, 2021 Tuesday 6:00 PM John Morehead 

December 1, 2021 Wednesday 8:30 AM Alexa AraKellan 

December 2, 2021 Thursday 8:30 AM John Knapp 

December 3, 2021 Friday 8:30 AM Ronald W. Vesely 

December 4, 2021 Saturday 8:30 AM Michael Brace 

                      MASSES AT ST. THOMAS 

General Dispensation will be lifted as of 12/8/2021 

The general obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and holy 

days of obligation (including the Saturday/vigil Mass) is to be 

reinstated (CIC, can. 1247) during Advent on December 8, the 

solemnity of the Immaculate Conception.  

General guidance:  

�� Please stay home if you are not feeling well. 

�� Please wash your hands frequently.  

�� Please respect the section designated for those who 

wish to remain socially distanced (in the middle of 

the right side).  

�� Please know that masks are now mandatory when 

indoors regardless of vaccination status.  

 

Mass  

�� The 8:30am Sunday Mass will continue to be live 

streamed for those who cannot be with us in person 

Visit the parish Facebook page an account is not 

required; recordings available on our Vimeo channel.  

��Holy water is available.  

�� Continue to fill in all available pews from the front of 

the church so later arrivals do not have to hunt for a 

space. 

�� Collection will be taken during Mass.  

��Offertory procession will take place during Mass.  

�� Communion:  

��Come forward in two simultaneous lines from each 

side  

��Receive the Eucharist on your flat hand  or on the 

tongue  

��Precious Blood will not yet be distributed  

��Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion will be 

assisting . 

THE BEST CATHOLIC CONTENT - ALL IN ONE PLACE�

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

◊ Go to formed.org   

◊ Enter our Parish Code on the homepage: 3FRM2C  

◊ Create a personal account with email and password  

New content is being added all the time; check it out.  

Mass Schedule 
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Brothers & Sisters, 

 

Can someone please tell me how we got to the first Sunday of Advent? I'm not quite ready for all the activity that seems to 

come with this season. There is so much to prepare. 

 

This morning I was reflecting on the Advent seasons of my childhood and one particular Advent season stands out among all 

the others. I was about seven years old, and my sister Cheryl was about nine. The two of us were "thick as thieves." We 

shared a bedroom and talked every night after bedtime about everything sisters talk about (horses, school, friends, etc.) until 

we fell asleep. We lived a beautiful free-range life, and even though our family was of modest means, Cheryl and I never felt 

like we needed anything.  

 

At that time, we loved to save the money we earned from helping neighbors or changing irrigation pipes. And we'd use that 

money to buy 45 rmp records to play on an old 

secondhand blue and white Crosley portable record 

player that Mom had given us.  

 

We LOVED listening to music on that old thing, but 

the summer before this memorable Advent, our old 

record player's needle wore out (man, I'm dating 

myself here, aren't I?). I recall Mom asking us some-

time around Thanksgiving what we might like for a 

Christmas gift. We were pretty simple kids and, as I 

said, lived an extraordinary life. Even though we did-

n't have a lot of things, we didn't have very many 

wants either, so after much bedtime discussion, we 

decided that the best gift ever would be a new nee-

dle for our old record player. I remember Mom giving 

us a sweet smile when we told her and not saying 

too much about the requested desire, and that was 

the end of that.    

 

I recall that being a particularly chilly winter and Dad 

working on some project in the basement. Dad told us he was building new nesting boxes for the chickens. As a kid on a 

farm, I didn't think anything about it, and Dad was always pretty fussy with his projects, so it didn't seem too strange to me 

that he was taking his time and doing such a good job.  

 

As Advent continued, Cheryl and I spent our bedtime chats wondering, as most kids do before Christmas, if Mom and Dad 

would give us the gift that we had hoped for. We helped Mom get everything ready for Christmas and did our own Christmas 

preparations making simple gifts for one another and our parents. It seemed like such a long time until Christmas that year. 

The waiting was hard, and I think perhaps it was because we anticipated (hoped for) a gift that would bring us so much joy.   

When Christmas morning finally arrived, we went downstairs. Next to the Christmas tree were the 'nesting boxes' Dad had 

been working on in the basement. We were confused, but next to the 'nesting boxes' sat a huge package. When Cheryl and I 

unwrapped the package, we found a brand new record player with speakers that fit perfectly on the beautiful stand that Dad 

had so carefully made and disguised as nesting boxes. We were overwhelmed by the generosity of this incredible gift that our 

parents had given us. 

 

Reflecting on this childhood Advent season makes me think about how in our naiveté during Advent while we are waiting and 

preparing for what we think is the ultimate gift at Christmas time, perhaps we are preparing and waiting for so much more 

than we can even imagine! I wonder if our hearts and minds can entirely comprehend the gift for which we are preparing. I 

am going to try to keep that in mind as I make my preparations this year. I want to savor the time in preparing and waiting for 

the truly ultimate gift-Christ! 

 

I wish you all a beautiful beginning to this special season of preparing and waiting. 

  

In Christ+ 

Lorrie 
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This week we’d like to extend a special thank you to: 

 

 

 

Thank you so much for  supporting our parish and  

making this bulletin possible!! 
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Sunday, Nov 28, 2021�

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT�

Light up the night�

In an unusual conjoining of celebrations, we 

begin the season of Advent today as our 

Jewish friends begin the eight�day festival of 

lights known as Chanukah tonight. It's intriguing to reflect on 

how Advent too is an extended celebration of moving from 

the darkness of history into the light of Christ's coming. Light 

remains a symbol of spiritual illumination, abandoning the 

gloom of ignorance for knowledge and the shadow of 

foolishness for wisdom. As we string holiday lights and 

decorate with sparkling ornaments, let's consciously choose 

against error's dark deceptions and ally ourselves with the 

light of truth.�

TODAY'S READINGS: Jeremiah 33:14�16; 1 Thessalonians 

3:12�4:2; Luke 21:25�28, 34�36 (3). "Be vigilant at all 

times . . . to stand before the Son of Man."�

Monday, Nov 29, 2021�

ADVENT WEEKDAY�

Have yourself an evergreen Advent�

The origins of the Advent wreath are unclear. Like many 

holiday traditions, they may be pre�Christian, and like many 

of today’s Christmas traditions, Advent wreaths were 

popularized by Germans, who brought them to the United 

States. No matter where they came from or how they differ, 

Advent wreaths are rich in symbolism. The candles are lit as 

a sign of hope to dispel the darkness. The evergreen, 

wrapped in a circle, signifies continuous life. The prickly 

leaves of holly are like the crown of thorns. Pinecones 

symbolize resurrection. If you don’t already have one, 

consider making one as a craft project this Advent, and add 

elements that have symbolic meaning for you.�

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 2:1�5; Matthew 8:5�11 (175). 

“Lord, I am not worthy to have you enter under my roof; 

only say the word and my servant will be healed.”�

Tuesday, Nov 30, 2021�

FEAST OF ANDREW, APOSTLE�

Can you follow directions?�

Sometimes what we appreciate about saints comes from 

other saints. Such is the case with Saint Andrew and his 

brother, Simon Peter, of whom Saint Gregory the Great said: 

“At a single command” from Jesus, they “leaving their nets 

followed the Redeemer. Up to that time, they had not seen 

him perform any miracles. They had heard nothing from him 

concerning a reward of eternal joy.” All Jesus had to do was 

ask them to follow. This Advent, listen for what Jesus may be 

asking of you; pray for the trust that Andrew had, to simply 

follow.�

TODAY'S READINGS: Romans 10:9�18; Matthew 4:18�22 

(684). “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.”�

Wednesday, Dec 01, 2021�

ADVENT WEEKDAY�

Guess who is on the way?�

On this Wednesday of the First Week of Advent, we look 

forward to the second coming of Christ. Advent comes from 

the Latin word for arriving. We have all experienced 

brokenness and hopelessness in our lives. You may know 

and cross paths with someone yearning for Jesus’ healing 

power and awareness of his presence in their life. Has your 

mind, heart, body, and spirit been hungry for spiritual 

nourishment? Have you been healed by Jesus? Do you want 

to share that same healing experience with others? Consider 

simple ways that you can share with a hurting friend the Good 

News that Jesus is on the way!�

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 25:6�10a; Matthew 15:29�37 

(177). “I do not want to send them away hungry.”�

Thursday, Dec 02, 2021�

ADVENT WEEKDAY�

Seek to unite, not divide�

It’s human nature to see the good in our own habits, ways, and 

traditions, but at the same time, Pope Francis has encouraged 

Christians to acknowledge the validity of other spiritual paths to 

God. The Holy Father’s focus on what unites humanity 

spiritually is an important lesson for a world community that 

depends more than ever on cooperation. As you begin Advent, 

look for ways that you are united spiritually with people who are 

part of your life, no matter what their faith tradition is.�

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 26:1�6; Matthew 7:21, 24�27 

(178). “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter 

the Kingdom of heaven.”�

Friday, Dec 03, 2021�

ADVENT WEEKDAY�

Creation celebrates diversity�

"If you embrace diversity, but ignore disability, you're doing it 

wrong." This popular phrase on social media reflects the 

venerable tradition of Catholic social teaching. On this Day of 

Persons with Disabilities, remember that in following Jesus, we 

are committed to promoting and protecting the dignity of all 

human persons. At times, we as church have led the way in 

this, and other times we have fallen short. Nevertheless, it is 

fundamental to our faith. Why? Because we believe that each 

person is made in the image of God. Imagine that: In you�with 

all your strengths, weaknesses, challenges, and unique traits�

we see an image of God. What does that do within you?�

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 29:17�24; Matthew 9:27�31 (179). 

“And their eyes were opened.”�

Saturday, Dec 04, 2021�

MEMORIAL OF JOHN DAMASCENE, PRIEST, DOCTOR OF 

THE CHURCH�

The embodiment of faith�

John Damascene, priest, monk, and poet, was an early 

defender of the use of religious icons�images of the sacred�

at a time in the early Middle Ages when a movement to strip 

religious life and worship of all images�called iconoclasm�

had a following. Thanks to John’s vision�perhaps rooted in his 

sense of the power of the poetic to move people�religious 

icons are cherished, especially in the Eastern church but also 

throughout the Catholic world. Our faith is an embodied faith, 

an incarnated faith. Wear it proudly!�

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 30:19�21, 23�26; Matthew 9:35�

10:1, 5a, 6�8 (180). “Without cost you have received; without 

cost you are to give.”�

 

©2021 TrueQuest Communications. TakeFiveForFaith.com; mail@takefiveforfaith.com. All 

rights reserved. Noncommercial reprints permitted with the following credit: Reprinted with 

permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. Scripture citations from the New American Bible 

Revised Edition. For more information about TAKE FIVE and our regular contributors, go to 

PrepareTheWord.com. Free daily email and app available online at 

TakeFiveForFaith.com/subscribe. 

Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith 

will deepen and grow�a day at a time.  
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American Marble &
Granite

Granite ♦ Marble ♦ Quartz

360-833-9905
www.american-marble.com

Camas Vancouver
 225 NE 4th Ave 912 Main St
834-2063 694-6541

Robert Nicacio, O.D. and Linda Medeski, O.D.
Optometric Physicians

Neuro-Rehab/Vision Therapy/Ortho Keratology

Glasses, Contacts, Eye Medical

Serving Southwest Washington
Catholic Community for 111 years

(360) 694-2537
www.hamiltonmylan.com

302 West 11th Street, 
Vancouver, WA

Gunderson Tire
360-834-1673

Hard to say ...
easy to work with!

503.281.0752
www.anctilheating-cooling.com

Mention Parish bulletin & get
$5 off when you spend $30 or more

231 NE 3rd Ave., Camas
360.834.5856

11711 NE 99th St. #490, Vancouver
360.883.6588

Sun.-Thurs. 11am-10pm
Fri & Sat 11am-11pm

losjalapenosmexican.comlosjalapenosmexican.com

Simms  Electric
For All Your Electrical Needs

David Simms 
360-834-3565

WA. Lic.# SIMMSE*855DK

Contact Rob Witte to
place an ad today! 
rwitte@4LPi.com or

(800) 950-9952 x2501

Attorney-at-Law • Parishioner 

SHAWN R. MacPHERSON 

Wills • Real Estate • Probate 

834-4611 

Knapp, O’Dell & MacPherson PLLC 

430 N.E. Everett St., Camas, WA 98607


