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Pope St. John XXIII Parish 
 

7025 Park Ave. South  
Tacoma, WA 98408  

Phone – (253) 472-1360   
Fax – (253) 475-6335 

Email: psj23parish@psj23.org    
    

Mass Schedule: 
Saturday| 4:30pm  

Sunday | 9:45am 

Monday to Friday | 8:00am 

Reconciliation: 

Saturday| 3:30pm 

Vietnamese Mass: 

Sunday | 7:45am & 4:00pm 

Tuesday & Thursday | 7:00pm 

First Friday |7:00pm 

Vietnamese Reconciliation: 

Sunday | 3:00pm 

Mass Schedule and Reconciliation: 
St. John of the Woods  

Mission 
 

9903 24th Ave. East   
Tacoma, WA 98445 

 

Phone – (253) 537-8551  
Fax–(253) 537-0459 

Email: sjowmission@psj23.org  
 

 

Mass Schedule: 

Saturday| 6:00pm 

Sunday | 8:00am & 11:30am 

Wed. & Friday | 9:30am 

 

Reconciliation: 

Saturday | 5:00pm 

South Tacoma Chapel 
 

3314 So 58th Street  
Tacoma, WA 98409 

Contact Pope St. John XXIII 
Office at (253) 472-1360 

 
 

Mass Schedule:                                                                                            

Thurs. &Sat. - 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday - 9:30 a.m. 
 

Reconciliation:  

Saturday - 8:00 a.m. 
 

St. Rita Station 
 

1403 S Ainsworth Ave,  
Tacoma, WA 98405  

November 19th, 
2023 

33rd Sunday  

in Ordinary Time 

 
    

https://www.psj23.org 

facebook@psj23parish 

facebook@sjowtacoma 

Loving Christ, Loving Others 

POPE ST. JOHN XXIII PARISH 
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Pastor’s Letter 
Dear Parishioners, 
 

Here are some thoughts as we prepare for Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving is a favorite holiday for many of us. It 
has the simplicity of a family and friends gathering together for a meal. Why should we be thankful this day? 
We must learn to be thankful or we will become either bitter and discouraged or grow arrogant and self-
satisfied. 
 
 Thanksgiving Day also has a profound religious meaning, because giving thanks is the very heart of 
our natural and spiritual life. For us as Catholics, the central act of worship is called the Eucharist, a Greek 
word for Thanksgiving. In the Mass, we give thanks to God through Jesus, and share a sacred meal in which 
we acknowledge the fact that everything we have comes from God.  
 
 There are basically two types of people in our world: the grateful and the ungrateful. The Gospel for 
the Thanksgiving Day Mass tells the story of the ten lepers whom Jesus healed. Only one of them, a Samaritan 
– a person despised rejected by the Jews – returned to give Him thanks. The other nine, apparently considered 
their healing as something they had a right to, whereas the Samaritan took it as an undeserved gift from God. 
This Gospel reminds us that God, too, desires our thanks. “Where are the other nine?” Jesus asks with pain. 
That is why St. Paul admonishes us, “Always be thankful” (Col 3:17). It is our Christian’s duty, as well as 
privilege, to be grateful for the blessings of God (Col 1:12-14; Phil 1:3). “Give thanks to the Lord, for He is 
good. His love endures forever” (1 Chr 16:34).  
 
 Gathered around the altar celebrating the Eucharist, we find that our expression of thanks becomes part 
of the great Thanksgiving Prayer of Christ, which unites the mighty chorus of all God’s people. We give 
thanks for our Church community in which we gather together. It is in this community that we meet Jesus in 
the Breaking of the Bread and receive the Sacraments that nourish and strengthen us along the way. Hence, 
“let us give thanks to the Lord our God. For it is right to give God thanks and praise!” 
 
 This week each day  express your thanks to God for some particular blessings that you have received. 
Let us be thankful to God. Let us thank God for giving us the gifts of life and health, for providing for our spir-
itual and physical needs, for giving us our families and friends, and for offering us the grace of salvation 
through Jesus, our Lord and Savior. 
 
 Let us be thankful to our parents, friends and benefactors. Honoring one’s parents is the most basic lev-
el of gratitude. Let us also be thankful for the countless good people in our lives, each of whom has brought 
his or her own special gifts to us and has touched our lives. Today, let us remember each one prayerfully, with 
reverence and gratitude. 
 
 Listen to Mother Teresa who told  St. Teresa of Calcutta (Mother Teresa) told this story. “One evening, 
several of our Sisters went out, and we picked up four people from the street. One of them was in a most terri-
ble condition. So, I told the other Sisters, “You take care of the other three: I will take care of this one who 
looks the worst.” So, I did for the woman everything that my love could do. I cleaned her and put her in bed, 
and there was such a beautiful smile on her face. She took hold of my hands and said two words: “Thank you.” 
Then she died. I could not help but examine my conscience. I asked myself, “What would I say if I were in her 
place?” My answer was simple. I would have tried to draw a little attention to myself. I would have said, “I am 
hungry, I am dying, I am in pain.” But the woman gave me much more; she gave me grateful love, dying with 
a grateful smile on her face. It means that even those with nothing can give us the gift of thanks.”  
 
 How much more we should give thanks. 
 
 
 Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 Father Patrick McDermott 
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Mission Statement 
We parishioners of Pope Saint John XXIII are a renewed multi-cultural Catholic faith community of South 
Tacoma united in proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ. We welcome all to come to join us by living our 
faith as a Eucharist–centered Catholic family in worship and service to all God’s people. 

Parish Staff:    
Parish Secretary:  Carmen Lozano - (253) 472-1360, ext. 100 | carmen@psj23.org 
Faith Formation Coordinator: Sr. Theresa N. (253)592-2541 | sotheresa2022@psj23.org 
Facility Maintenance: Don McMakin - (253) 590 - 6824| dmcmakin@psj23.org 
Special project manager: Thien Dinh  (253)-279-3361|thiendinh@psj23.org 
South Tacoma Chapel & St. Rita’s: Jeannine Wargo - 253-229-2077 | jwargo@psj23.org 
Stewardship/ Communication/ Bulletin: Sr. Linh N. (253)-905-7269 | Srlinh@psj23.org  
Outreach/ Homebound Ministry: Sr. Anna Nguyen - (253) 592-2455 | sranna@psj23.org 
Weddings / Funeral: Fr. Tuan Nguyen - (253) 882-9943 | frtuan@psj23.org 
 

Parish Leadership: 
Pastoral Council: Louie Tran - (253) 230-4265  
Finance Council: Bob Richardson - (253) 922-2412 
Ministries of the Poor Food Bank (STC Site): (253) 474-0835; MinistryOTP@psj23.org 
Faith Formation Commission/ Knights of Columbus: Monty Montes, (253) 304-4473; 
montypm@psj23.org 
RCIA Director: LB Gilmer - (253) 472-1360 | lbgilmer@gmail.com; 

 
Beginning November 25th  

the Giving Tree for the homebound 
and nursing home will be set up for 

Christmas gifts.  
Please take a tag and bring back the 

gift unwrapped before December 
17th and place under the tree.   

Anyone can participate.  
Thank You.  

From Oct. 29th-  Dec.10th.             
Pick up: Dec.15th at South 
Tacoma Chapel. 

 

Please bring non-perishable food items to Mass and place in deco-
rated boxes. The following is a list of suggested items needed to 
fill Christmas Baskets: Box of stuffing 5 LB of potatoes Canned 
sweet potatoes, Small marshmallows, Olives, Boxed cake mix, Cake 
frosting, Gravy in a jar or can, Canned cranberries, Cream of mush-
room soup, Jello String Beans, Gift cards or money for a Ham, Gift 
cards or money for other groceries,… 
 

If you are needing, assistance with food for Christmas, please call 253-
474-0835, Tuesdays or Thursdays, 9:30AM-11:30AM. 

Ministries of the Poor Food Bank is a ministry of Pope St. John XXIII 
Parish and serves everyone within the boundaries of our new par-
ish. Your help will serve the needy within the neighborhoods of 
PSJXXIII Parish, ST Chapel, SJOW and St. Rita. 

We will be preparing 50 baskets, and anyone in need of one should 
call the food bank.  Thank you. 
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Contact Information: If you have not received our weekly 
newsletter and bulletin by email, please provide your email 
address to Srlinh@psj23.org or drop an email address in the 
collection basket. Thank you. 

Stewardship update: 
 

PSJXXIII: pledgers: 66 

Pledges: $65,351 
 

STC and St. Rita: pledgers:4 

Pledges: $3,785 
 

SJOW: pledgers: 19 

Pledges: $52,084 
 

 

Dec. 24th (Sunday)   
Christmas Eve:   

Pope Saint John XXIII  
4:00 PM Carols   
4:30PM  Mass_ English   
7:00 PM Mass-Vietnamese  
10:30PM  Mass-Bilingual  

S.T. Chapel: 5:00 PM  
SJOW: 10:00 PM Mass 
************************************************ 

Dec. 25th (Monday) 
Christmas Day  

Pope Saint John XXIII  
7:45 AM Vietnamese Mass  
9:45 AM English Mass  
4:00 PM Vietnamese Mass   
 

S.T. Chapel 9:30 AM 

SJOW 8:00 AM & 11:30 AM 

January 1st (Monday)    
Solemnity of Mary  

Pope Saint John XXIII  
7:45 AM  Vietnamese 
9:45AM  English  

STC: 9:30 AM  

SJOW : 9:30 AM  

*** 

Communal Advent   
Reconciliation:   

 

December 13th  
from 6:30 PM – 8PM 

****** 

Advent Reflection 
Tuesday,December 19th 
After the 8 AM Mass 
By: Fr. Vaiula. 

Everyone is invited. 
*** 

Simbang Gabi Mass  
Dec. 18th 7:00 PM 

 

Thanksgiving Day Mass_Nov.23rd  
Pope St. John XXIII : 11:00 AM  

SJOW Mission : 9:30AM    

South Tacoma Chapel: The memory table will be 
set up for the entire month of November.  Please 
bring pictures of loved ones that have passed so 
that we can honor them and pray for them as a 
parish family.     

South Tacoma Chapel: We are in need of volun-
teers for a funeral team.  This team will help griev-
ing families have the opportunity to share memo-
ries and celebrate the life of a loved one who has 
passed.  The funeral team will organize receptions 
for funerals at the South Tacoma Campus.  If inter-
ested, there is a sign up in the back of the church or 
you can contact Jeannine Wargo at the Parish 
Office.  
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Saint John of the Woods Mission  

 
St. John of the Woods is a rural Catholic community cen-
tered in Jesus Christ, growing in faith and sharing the Word 
of God through the Eucharist and our Sacraments.  We are 
a welcoming parish of active, involved people of all ages and 
cultures, serving families and recognizing the gifts that each 
person brings.  
   

Volunteer Opportunities:  
 

Security:  We need additional volunteers to provide 
nightly security for our church grounds.  Each volun-
teer checks the buildings nightly for one week about 
every 4 -- 6 weeks. Please contact Terry Keister at 253
-224-1335 
 

Mailings:  We will need willing helpers to prepare 
mailings in the coming months.  Please call the office, 
leaving your name and telephone number. 
 

A vital and healthy Mission Church requires may 
dedicated volunteers to provide all the expected 
services to parishioners.  Thank you for sharing 
your time and talent, We appreciate your assis-
tance!   

Ministries of the Poor is asking for your help in filling 
Christmas Food Baskets. There are boxes in the back of 
the church to receive your donations.  The following 
food items are needed:   5 pound bags of potatoes, 
canned sweet potatoes, small marshmallows, olives, 
cream of mushroom soup, string beans, gravy in a jar 
or can, canned cranberries, canned vegetables, Jello, 
boxed cake mix,  

Thanksgiving Mass 
 

We invite everyone to the Thanksgiving Mass on No-
vember 23rd at 9:30am; please bring items from your 
table that you would like to have blessed.  There will be 
a table in front near the sanctuary for you to place your 
foods.  We also ask if you can bring a non-perishable 
food item to offer at the offertory at Mass.  Your dona-
tions will go to Ministries of the Poor. 

Donna Severson’s 91
st
 Birthday  
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In Our Prayers: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pope St. John XXIII Parish 
 

Muriel & Ron Bate, Krista 
Brown, Olivia Davis, Kathleen 
Genge, Anita Griggs, Wayne 
Haverkorn, Sally Ives, J. Mam, 
Nancy Jones, Jackie Lane, 
Terry Mathern, Doris McGuire, 
Wesley McMakin, Helen 
Murray, Peggy Neagle, Diane 
Orris, Shirley Pietz, Bob & 
Rayanne Richardson, Rita 
Shingledecker, Beverly Slanina, 
Michael Thompson, Eldon & 
Marge Weber, Woody 
Woodring, Virginia Wooten. 
We pray for Ssgt. Wells, all 
servicemen, servicewomen and 
their families 
 
South Tacoma Chapel 
 

We pray for Benny Gatbunton, 
Widman family, Deborah 
Raynes, Ann Kormos, Emma 
Millikan, Shirley Keyes, Mick 
Flynn, Brad Bowles, Philip 
Stumpf, Norma Marchesini, 
Eduardo Elizaga, John Meier, 
Joseph Rivera, Bob Woorley, 
Peter Pagano, Gene Hall, 
RosAnn Bridges, Petra 
Polequin, Brenda Gadson, Fr. 
Dave Gese, Dean Lucchesi, 
Frank & Willie Faniel, Jerry 
Landridge, Jim & Karen 
Keithley, Maxine Campbell, 
David Lamb, Tyler Anglin, 
Vanessa Elmer, Lucy Romo, 
Benjamin & Linda Holm, 
Charles, Robin Mazza, Charlie 
Faniel, Willand Wyman, 
Sharon Turner and her Family. 
All those suffering in war and 
strife. 
 
For anointing of the sick please 
call: 
Sr. Anna at 253-592-2455. 
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Horace Gozon Friend, Jr., 91, of Tacoma, WA, passed away on October 1, 2022 
from natural causes. He was predeceased by first spouse Aida, Christine & 

Catherine and is survived by spouse Teresita and children: Sandra, Geraldine, 
Horace III, Stella, Philip, Therese, Jeffrey, Charles & 13 grandchildren.

He found pleasure in his support of “Project Smile.” He always wanted to help those 
children in particular. Horace Gozon Friend, Jr., 91, of Tacoma, WA, passed away 
on October 1, 2022 from natural causes. He was predeceased by first spouse Aida, 

Christine & Catherine and is survived by spouse Teresita and children: Sandra, 
Geraldine, Horace III, Stella, Philip, Therese, Jeffrey, Charles & 13 grandchildren.

He found pleasure in his support of “Project Smile.”
He always wanted to help those children in particular.

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME
Michelle Jacobs

mjacobs@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2215

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com
800.808.9294CALL  

NOW!

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 
4 GPS & Fall Alert

Minihan
Roofing

(844) 847-6464 • minihan@minihanroofing.com
6211 224th St,  E Spanaway, WA 98387 | Mon-Fri 9a-5p | Sat-Sun 9a-5p

At Minihan Roofing, We Won’t Sell 
You Something You Don’t Need!
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TRINITY DENTAL
Reserved for uninsured patients only

Sliding Scaled Fees
Opens on Fridays only
Book appointment to: 

trinitydental.square.site
9873 Bridgeport Way SW, Lakewood, WA

(206) 403.3734
drtrinitybui@yahoo.com

Where Faith & Quality Senior Care Matter 
253-538-7222 

www.kingsmanorslc.com

Multi Service Cleaning Company
Contact Us for a Free Estimate:

(253) 973-5154
Intergracleaningservice@gmail.com

*Licensed & Insured*

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME
Michelle Jacobs

mjacobs@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2215

JCO PAINTING LLC

PAINTING INTERIOR
EXTERIOR MILLWORK
PUYALLUP OLYMPIA

TACOMA LACEY
BONNY LAKE

TUMWATER • LAKEWOOD

Make Your Home or
Business Shine Again

253-228-2509
www.jcopaintingllc.com

CHURCH SUPPLIES & FURNISHINGS
CANDLES U BOOKS U BIBLES 

RELIGIOUS GIFTS & DECOR
STATUARY U JEWELRY U ROSARIES
SACRAMENTAL & SEASONAL ITEMS

& SO MUCH MORE!

5201 4th Avenue South
Seattle, WA 98108

(206) 622-3100

Visit us Online!

kkaauuffeerrss..sshhoopp

gaffneyfuneralhome.com
1002 S. Yakima Ave. | Tacoma, WA 98405     253-572-6003

SEATTLE’S CHOICE FOR
EXCEPTIONAL PAINTING
Call Now @ (253) 269-2982
WE DO RESIDENTIAL PAINTING

FREE ESTIMATES!
Service Areas

Everett, Lynnwood, Redmond, 
Kent, Lakewood, Seattle, Tacoma, 

Puyallup, and Auburn

www.sunsetpaintingllc.com

“We help create experiences that connect, heal, and celebrate the life lived”

Serving families in the greater Tacoma area for 115 years
4100 Steilacoom Blvd. SW • Lakewood

(253) 948-9895 | www.mountainviewtacoma.com


