
FAITH IN ACTION 
Take a look at how our ministries are             

continuing to function.  

CELEBRATING SACRAMENTS 
We look forward to the day when we will 

be able to celebrate the Eucharist           
together and celebrate First Communions,           

Confirmations and Baptisms! 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
A look at how COVID-19 has im-

pacted our parish finances. 



HELP US STAY CONNECTED 

EMAIL 
Send your email address to 
office@stbarbarachurch.org 
to be added to our weekly 
email blasts including the   
latest updates, guidelines 

and  link to our Sunday 
Mass online. 

PHONE 
Haven’t received a phone call 
from us? We may not have an 

updated phone number for you. 
Please help us get in touch by 

emailing your number to                              
office@stbarbarachurch.org or 
call our office at 360-886-2229. 

FACEBOOK 
Follow us 

@stbarbarablackdiamond 
for the latest updates, ways 

to celebrate liturgy at 
home, reflections and 

more. 



St. Barbara Family, 

 To say that the last few months have been difficult is an 
understatement. We have all been challenged in unexpected 
ways. We have all faced hardships, experienced loss and 
struggled with uncertainty.  

 In a sense, we are like Abraham. He climbed Mount 
Moriah with a bundle of wood and his only son. He was 
probably filled with uncertainty, fear and a profound sense of 
dread. But Abraham did not climb alone. As he trudged up 
that mountain ready to sacrifice his son, he knew that the 
God of impossible and boundless love climbed right along-
side him. He knew that God was with him right in the midst of 
his fear and he knew that God’s plan was always bigger than 
his own uncertainty. 

 Like Abraham, we walk a path we never could have 
seen ourselves on. But like Abraham, we do not walk alone. 
At the top of Mount Moriah, God showed Abraham the 
depth of His love by providing the sacrificial ram. God 
stepped in and replaced all of Abraham’s fear and dread 
with love and peace and hope. This is the God that walks be-
side us today. 

 The pages of this newsletter are full of hope. We see 
God in the blessings around us, in community and in the im-
mense goodness of the people of this parish. We invite you 
to join us in celebrating the beauty of God’s presence on our 
journey. 

 Out of necessity, the bulk of our communication during 
the past few months has been electronic. In a parish where 
30% of our registered parishioners do not have email ad-
dresses registered with the parish, we felt the need to reach 
out in a different way. Thanks to the generosity of our bulletin 
advertisers and the flexibility of our bulletin printer, we were 
able to print and mail this newsletter in lieu of our normal 
bulletin at no expense to the parish. Know that you are not 
alone. We care about you. We are praying for you. We wait in 
hope to celebrate the Holy Eucharist with you again.    
 

Blessings from the St. Barbara Staff 
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 We look forward to being able to celebrate our sacraments 
again as a community. 

Please keep the following people in your prayers in a special 
way as we wait in hope for  the day when we will be able to 

celebrate their sacraments with them: 

Our First Communion students: Genesis, Keilani, Kayden, Ella,        
Jonathan, Josue, Cortez, Claire, Dometrius, Guillermo, Molly, Elyse, 

Whitney, Audrey, Andrea, Hank, Mark, Peyton, Abigail, David, Brienne, 
and Jocelyn 

Our RCIA candidates: Craig, Christopher and Richard 

Our Confirmation students: Marcus, Ethan, Cameron, Nick, Brandon, 
Alex, Melissa, Anna, Derek, and Hunter 

Heavenly Father,  

Shower Your love upon those in our community waiting to receive 
Your precious grace through the sacraments.  

Grant them patience during this time of waiting, hope during times of 
uncertainty and faith in the glory of Your plan. 

We ask this through Christ Our Lord, Amen.  



How is ministry continuing despite    
social distancing? 

 Social distancing may have put a pause on some of our 
usual activities, but many of our ministries here at St. Barbara 
have remained active and have come up with some very crea-
tive ways of functioning.  

 Our Community Meals ministry is continuing to 
serve meals to those in need in our community by distrib-
uting TO-GO meals every Wednesday evening. This is a 
beautiful way to reach out to those in our community 
who really appreciate the weekly hot meals. 

 The Knights of Columbus have continued holding 
meetings by video conference. They have also helped 
the parish by donating $6,000 in funds from their annual 
auction. Recently some of the Knights devoted their time 
to come weed the parish grounds. 

 The Circle of Joy has been communicating via 
email and their Facebook page. They have recently do-
nated $250 to Maple Valley Food Bank and the Black Di-
amond Community Center to help those in need in our 
community. They have also been planning special gifts 
for the First Communion and Confirmation students in 
lieu of the usual receptions provided by the ministry. 

 Catholic Stuff has been continuing remotely with 
emailed reflections, histories, homilies and more.   

 Movie Tuesday has continued remotely by sharing 
movies available through Formed.org and YouTube along 
with some background information regarding the films. 

 Our music ministry has been helping enhance our 
online Sunday liturgies with their beautiful songs. 

 The altar servers have been working through a Catho-
lic Google map hunt to learn more about St. Barbara and local 
Black Diamond history and enjoying weekly Catholic cartoons. 

FAITH IN ACTION 

“We even boast of our afflictions, 
knowing that affliction produces 

endurance, and endurance, prov-
en character, and proven charac-
ter, hope, and hope does not dis-
appoint, because the love of God 
has been poured out in our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit that has 
been given to us.”  

- Romans 5: 3-5 

Missed out on our Sunday Mass 
recordings? 

Visit www.stbarbarachurch.org 
to tune in! 



FAITH FORMATION 
Faith Formation has continued at all levels, in completely new ways! 

 Faith Formation Grades K-12 has still been ongoing.  Students and parents 
have been receiving content online that can be completed 
at home as a family.  This includes learning material, faith-
based activities, and ideas for practicing faith as a family. 
We have gotten some great feedback from our families 
and will continue to send content to help you grow to-
gether in your faith! In many ways, this experience has giv-
en families a great chance to explore the Catholic faith to-
gether. 

 Faith Formation Grades K-5 have been receiving 
faith based activities at home with hands-on activities, sto-
ries, Bible readings, songs, and art projects! Included on 
this page are two beautiful samples, one from the God is 
Light lesson and one from a lesson about the sacredness 
of human life including a nature walk! 

 Faith Formation Grades 6-12 has continued via 
email. Students have been learning about everything from 
the Corporal and Spiritual works of mercy, the Kingdom of 

heaven, Catholic Social Teaching, the Easter season and much more! Activities have 
ranged from word searches to full length mov-
ies, to Catholic Jeopardy! 

 Confirmation students have been receiv-
ing weekly emails with assignments, reflections, 
questions to consider and respond to, and 
much more. Interaction may be difficult without 
being able to meet in person, but it gives stu-
dents a great chance to think, reflect and jour-
nal about the various topics of discussion. 

 At this time we have decided to post-
pone Vacation Bible School until the summer of 
2021. Registration information for the 2020-

2021 Faith Formation school year will be postponed until later this summer when 
we have more information about what our classes will be able to look like!  Stay 
tuned. 



CONTROLLING EXPENSES 
�� Stopped or cut-back on non-essential 

service such as garbage pickup and    
janitorial services 

�� Delayed building repairs 

�� Minimized utility use as much as          
possible 

�� Applied for grants from the state and 
federal government to help manage 
payroll expenses 

 

-7% 
-35.1% 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

We are so grateful to all those who have 
continued to give during this difficult 
time. While our doors may be closed 

and we are taking many measures to cut 
spending, as you can see the bulk of our 
parish expenses still remain. Every single 
penny counts. We are grateful for every 
single gift, no matter how small. Without 

you, we cannot continue to minister.  

2019 Q1  

Net: -$6,536.99 

 

+9.3% 

2020 Q1 

Net: -$29,161.45 

WAYS TO GIVE 
�� Visit www.stbarbarachurch.org/how-

to-give to sign-up for Online Giving 

�� Mail donations to: St. Barbara       
Parish, PO Box 189, Black Diamond, 
98010 

�� Need help signing up for Online 
Giving?  Have questions about our 
financial status?  Contact us at of-
fice@stbarbarachurch.org or        
360-886-2229 for more information. 
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ANTHONY’S
JEWELRY & GOLDSMITHS

OVER 34 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
IN FINE JEWELRY REPAIR 

& DESIGN

253-631-3777
(AT COVINGTON SQUARE)

www.anthonysgoldsmiths.net

WEEKS’ ENUMCLAW
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICES

1810 Wells St., Enumclaw
360.825.3548 • www.weeksfuneralhomes.com

EDLINE-YAHN & COVINGTON
FUNERAL CHAPEL & CREMATION SERVICES

A Weeks’ Family Funeral Home

27221 156th Ave. SE, Kent
253.630.2736 • www.edline-yahn.com

Russ Weeks
President

Bryant’s Tractor
and Mower Inc. 

501 S.W. 12th, Renton, WA 98057
425-228-6454

bryantstractorandmower.com

• 452cc Cub Cadet® powerful OHV engine
• 34" heavy-duty mowing deck delivers the 
  Cub Cadet Signature Cut™

RZT® L 34
ZERO-TURN RIDER

STARTING AT
$2,299*

Barry Kombol
Attorney • Parishioner
39 years in our community
Seattle University Law School Alumnus

Specializing in:  Wills, Trusts & Probate • Real Estate Matters
Corporate / LLC Formation • Auto Accident Recovery

31615 Maple Valley Hwy, Black Diamond WA 98010
(360) 886-2868 or (425) 432-3380 • www.rainierlegal.com

FROM NEW TO OLD WE FIX THEM ALL

A Full Custom Repair Shop
360-886-2800

32607 3rd Ave, Black Diamond
AutomotiveBlackDiamond.com

COFFEE TIME COUPON: 25¢ off
Bring coupon for Coffee Time

after Church on Sundays!

Wilma L. Eichler, CPA

Specializing in small Business
Services & Personal Tax Returns

360-469-4170
503-435-8933

wilma@littletaxboutique.com

Little Tax & Business Boutique

Handmade Gift Shop
Classes & Events

18843 SE Lake Holm Rd, Auburn, WA

      @Bella98092

Free card with every $10

spent on merchandise when

you bring in this bulletin

labellavita98092.com

Contact Janis Charles to place an ad today! 
jcharles@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2640


