
CELEBRATING ADVENT 
Take a look at the Sundays of Advent 

and the theme for each week. 

ADVENT WREATH BLESSING 
Make an Advent wreath with your family 
and bless it together.  Light one candle 

each Sunday of Advent in preparation for 
Christmas! 

COMMUNITY 
Find out how you can reach out to 
those in our community in need. 



WE ARE HERE FOR YOU 

MASS TIMES 
Pre-registration is required for all 
of our weekend Masses which are 
being held in the Main Church: 
 

Saturday 5pm Indoor Mass 
(Livestreamed on our website) 
Sunday 8am Indoor Mass 
Sunday 10am Indoor Mass 
 

Weekday Masses are held in the 
Historic Church.  Register at the 
door, please wear a mask and 
bring a pen for registration:  
 

Wed—Fri, 9am 
 

Registration and more information 
is available on our   website: 
www.stbarbarachurch.org 
 

CONTACT US 
Phone: 360-886-2229 
Email: office@stbarbarachurch.org 
Web: www.stbarbarachurch.org 
Facebook: @stbarbarablackdiamond 

A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 
Advent during this most unusual year is bound to be a bit strange     
itself.  It is probably good to just go with that.  Focus and what will help 
each of us open our hearts a little more to how Jesus wants to enter 
our hearts, accompany us on the journey and guide our community.  
The more we focus on Jesus, the more meaningful will be the season. 
 
We know there are many out of work, and many in need this year.  Any 
efforts for local food banks, community outreach, and Catholic       
Community and Relief Services will go a long way to assisting those 
most in need. 
 
Our parish has a subscription to FORMED.  It is a diverse resource with 
classes, inspirational talks, Catholic movies, and various programs to 
broaden and deepen our faith.  Undoubtedly there are a couple       
specific Advent themed offerings.  Make use of this resource made 
available for free to our parishioners. 
 
Importantly, relax, give yourself a break, take a pause from the            
upheaval resulting from the virus if you can.  And as we keep our eyes 
on Jesus this Advent, we will find ourselves looking out more for one 
another. 
 
Advent Blessings,   Fr. Dave 
 

 



St. Barbara Family, 

 Roughly 2,020 years ago, in a dirty, cramped stable in            
Bethlehem, in the middle of a sweltering night, the Savior of the world 
was born.  In the midst of less than ideal circumstances, God became 
flesh and moved in.   

 2020 seems to be the year that many would rather leave forgot-
ten.  Many of us are in a rush to put all of the    circumstances of our 
world behind us.  But if we look back and consider the world that Jesus 
entered, it was just as filled with political upheaval, chaos, violence, dis-
ease and hardship.  God did not leave us alone then and He does not 
leave us alone now.  He became human and gave His life, that we 
might have life eternal.   

 This Advent, let us prepare our hearts to let Christ in.  Let us join 
with our families and commit to worrying less and praying more.  Let us 
commit to planning less and embracing God’s plan.  Let us commit to 
criticizing less and loving more.  As we light a candle on our Advent 
wreath each week, let us light a fire within ourselves as well.  God’s love 
doesn’t need a better, more perfect vessel.  It needs us exactly as we 
are.   

 This newsletter contains many suggestions for living out a mean-
ingful Advent season this year.  Whether you try these or think of other 
things that suit you and your family better, we encourage you to make 
this Advent special.  Get together with your family and make a plan for 
how you will spend these weeks leading up to Christmas.  There is 
nothing more important or worthy of our time. 

May God bless you and your family and may your Advent season be 
filled with faith, hope and love, 

 

The St. Barbara Staff 

“Let it be 
according 
to thy 
word”  

Luke 1: 38  

We will be making Fr. Dave’s Advent 

reflection booklet available on our 

website.  If you do not have inter-

net access, are not able to pick up 

a copy at Mass, and would like to 

receive an Advent reflection book in 

the mail, please contact the Parish 

Office by phone: 360-886-2229 with 

your full name and mailing address.   



First Sunday of Advent 
November 29 

The theme of the First Sunday of Advent is hope.  We wait in hope for the 
second coming of Christ when “they will see the Son of Man coming in 
clouds with great power and glory” (Mark 13: 26). 

Second Sunday of Advent 
December 6 

The theme of the Second Sunday of Advent is love.  The promise of God’s 
Son, our Savior is the ultimate gift of love.  John the Baptist says “The one 
who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie the thong of his sandals.  I have baptized you with water; 
but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit” (Mark 1: 7-8). 

 

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 13 

The theme of the Third Sunday of Advent is joy.  We read from Mary’s Mag-
nificat “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Sav-
ior” (Luke 1: 46). 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 20 

The theme of the Fourth Sunday of Advent is peace. Anticipating the birth 
of Christ, we re-live the peace of a world witnessing the birth of its Savior: 
“For nothing will be impossible for God” (Luke 1: 37). 

Thursday, December 24 

 5pm, 7pm (Livestreamed)  

Friday, December 25 

 9:30am 

A 9pm Mass will be added on Christmas Eve if registration 
numbers warrant another Mass. 

Pre-registration will be required for all Masses. 

Celebrate Christmas with us! 



Blessing of an Advent Wreath by 

USCCB 

Choose a family member to lead the 

blessing.  All make the sign of the cross as 

the leader says: 

Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

ALL: Who made heaven and earth. 

 

Read Isaiah 9: 1-2 & 5-6 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

ALL: Thanks be to God. 

 

Join hands and the leader prays: 

Lord our God, 

We praise you for your Son, Jesus 

Christ: He is Emmanuel, the hope of the 

peoples, He is the wisdom that teaches 

and guides us, He is the Savior of every 

nation.  

Lord God, let your blessing come upon 

us as we light the candles of this 

wreath. May the wreath and its light be 

a sign of Christ’s promise to bring us 

salvation. May he come quickly and not 

delay. We ask this through Christ our 

Lord. 

ALL: Amen. 

 

Conclude the blessing by singing or say-

ing together text of “O Come, O Come, 

Emmanuel”: 

 

All: O come, desires of nations, bind in 

one the hearts of humankind; bid ev’ry 

sad division cease and be thyself our 

Prince of peace. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come 

to thee, O Israel. 

 

 

 

Make an Advent wreath with your 

family! 

Here are a few easy ways to create 

an advent wreath at home: 

• Order a set of Advent candles 

(available on Amazon.com and 

other Christian websites).  Ar-

range the candles in a small 

Christmas wreath or wind green-

ery around an Advent wreath can-

dle holder. 

• Make your own paper Advent 

wreath by coloring empty paper 

towel or toilet paper holders (3 

purple and 1 pink) and arranging 

them with greenery. 

• Print out an Advent wreath        

coloring sheet online. 

 



Share the joy of the Advent season with others in our 

Tags will be available along the wall in the entry way 
of the Church 

Black Diamond Community Center: 

 Tags available: November 26 

 Gifts due: December 13 

Maple Valley Food Bank 

 Tags available: November 14 

 Gifts due: December 1 

Foster Champs 

 Virtual Tags available on our parish website 

 Gifts must be ordered by: December 9 

 Gifts are shipped directly to Foster Champs, so 
 they will not need to be returned to the Church. 

 

community 

Not able to attend Mass at this time, but still want to participate? 

Visit our website for links to donate directly to these wonderful 

organizations.  Your donations go a long way toward supporting 

those in need in our community this holiday season! 

Holiday Food Drive supporting Maple Valley Food Bank 

Bags are available in the narthex beginning October 31. 

Please return bags to the narthex (do not leave in bins outside the 
Church) or return them directly to the MV Food Bank. Checks can 
be made payable to Maple Valley Food Bank. 

Bags are due back: December 7 

Donate online at: https://bit.ly/mvfbholidays 

Our annual Giving Tree 

supports families in need 

with holiday gifts to help 

bring some holiday cheer to 

their homes this season. 



WE ARE NOT MEANT TO       
JOURNEY ALONE 

Share the joy of the season with those you love by creating a space for Christ in your day and 

in your heart.  Receive daily meditation, formation and motivation in preparation for Christ’s 

coming.  Sign-up for daily Advent reflections at: formed.org/advent. 

“IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT 
LIKE CHRISTMAS” 

Most of us anticipate the great sales at the mall on the day after Thanksgiving, string lights 

on the outside of our house, and decorating the inside of our homes. But how exactly are we 

preparing our hearts for the greatest gift we’ve ever been given?  Through an exploration of 

the mystery of the Incarnation, the Virgin Birth, and the events surrounding the arrival of Je-

sus, this Advent study offers an opportunity to experience the joy of the true meaning of 

Christmas. Visit watch. Formed.org/advent-1 for access to this 4-part series. 

A  

    presentation 

VIRTUAL 

Learn more about Father Dave’s collection of more 
than 1,000 creches from over 90 countries.  

These handcrafted pieces each have a story to tell, 
and many give us new insights into the     theology 
of Christ’s birth. 

Featured pieces for each week of Advent will be 
shared in a special video presentation via email and 
on our website as well as a final presentation of more 
than 30 of Father Dave’s favorite nativities!   
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ANTHONY’S
JEWELRY & GOLDSMITHS

OVER 34 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
IN FINE JEWELRY REPAIR 

& DESIGN

253-631-3777
(AT COVINGTON SQUARE)

www.anthonysgoldsmiths.net

Bryant’s Tractor
and Mower Inc. 

501 S.W. 12th, Renton, WA 98057
425-228-6454

bryantstractorandmower.com

• 452cc Cub Cadet® powerful OHV engine
• 34" heavy-duty mowing deck delivers the 
  Cub Cadet Signature Cut™

RZT® L 34
ZERO-TURN RIDER

STARTING AT
$2,299*

FROM NEW TO OLD WE FIX THEM ALL

A Full Custom Repair Shop
360-886-2800

32607 3rd Ave, Black Diamond
AutomotiveBlackDiamond.com

COFFEE TIME COUPON: 25¢ off
Bring coupon for Coffee Time

after Church on Sundays!

Wilma L. Eichler, CPA

Specializing in small Business
Services & Personal Tax Returns

360-469-4170
503-435-8933

wilma@littletaxboutique.com

Little Tax & Business Boutique

Handmade Gift Shop
Classes & Events

18843 SE Lake Holm Rd, Auburn, WA

      @Bella98092

Free card with every $10

spent on merchandise when

you bring in this bulletin

labellavita98092.com

Contact Kathryn Dickens to place an ad today! 
kdickens@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5809


