
 

 

n August 15, the Feast of the 
Assumption is widely celebrated 
all over Christendom.  

The doctrine of the Assumption says that 
at the end of her life on earth Mary was 
assumed, body and soul, into heaven, just 
as Enoch, Elijah, and perhaps others had 
been before her. Some people think 
Catholics believe Mary “ascended” into 
heaven. That’s not correct. Christ, by his 
own power, ascended into heaven. Mary 
was assumed or taken up into heaven by 
God. She didn’t do it under her own power. 
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FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF MARY 

No biblical passages describe Mary’s end of life, but keep in mind that if Scripture does not record an 
event, it does not follow that the event did not happen. Scripture does not record Paul or Peter’s journey to 
Rome, yet they were both martyred there while the Bible was still being written. Archaeology reveals two 
tombs of Mary that still exist today, one in Jerusalem and one in Ephesus. The two tombs are explained by 
the fact that Mary had lived in both places. But there was no body in either tomb. And there are no relics. 
None. Anyone familiar with Church history knows that Christian belief in the communion of saints and the 
sanctity of the body—…led early Christians to collect with intense fervor relics from the bodies of saints. 
Cities, and later, religious orders, would fight over the bones of the ‘great’ ones. That is why we have relics 
of Apostles and most of the major saints and martyrs in history. Yet, historically, no one claimed to have 
Mary’s remains which would have been prized above all others. As revered as she was to the early 
Christian community, her missing body was a sign that God had lifted up the one ‘full of grace,’ his purest 
creation, into heaven.  
 

How fitting that the Lord would take special care of his mother. By becoming man, Jesus was born under 
   the law (Gal. 4:4) and was bound to obey the commandment to honor his mother. The Hebrew word for  
   “honor” does not imply mere courtesy, but the bestowal of honor and glory. Continue on page 2 



 

 

El 15 de agosto, la Fiesta de la Asunción se celebra 
ampliamente en toda la cristiandad. 

 
La doctrina de la Asunción dice que al final de su vida en la 

tierra, María fue asumida, en cuerpo y alma, en el cielo, tal como 
Enoc, Elijah y quizás otros habían estado antes que ella. Algunas 
personas piensan que los católicos creen que María "ascendió" al 
cielo. Eso no es correcto. Cristo, por su propio poder, ascendió al 
cielo. María fue asumida o llevada al cielo por Dios. Ella no lo hizo 
bajo su propio poder. 

 
Ningún pasaje bíblico describe el final de la vida de 

María, pero tenga en cuenta que si la Escritura no registra un 
evento, no se deduce que el evento no sucedió. Las Escrituras 
no registran el viaje de Pablo o Pedro a Roma, pero ambos 
fueron martirizados allí mientras la Biblia todavía estaba 
siendo escrita. La arqueología revela dos tumbas de María 
que todavía existen en la actualidad, una en Jerusalén y otra 
en Éfeso. Las dos tumbas se explican por el hecho de que 
María había vivido en ambos lugares. Pero no había cuerpo 
en ninguna de las tumbas. Y no hay reliquias. Ninguna. 
Cualquiera que esté familiarizado con la historia de la Iglesia 
sabe que la creencia cristiana en la comunión de los santos y 
la santidad del cuerpo ... llevó a los primeros cristianos a 
recoger con fervor las reliquias de los cuerpos de los santos. 
Las ciudades, y más tarde, las órdenes religiosas, lucharían 
por los huesos de los "grandes". Es por eso que tenemos 
reliquias de los apóstoles y la mayoría de los principales 
santos y mártires de la historia. Sin embargo, históricamente, 
nadie afirmó tener los restos de Mary que hubieran sido 
apreciados por encima de todos los demás. Tan venerada 
como lo era para la comunidad cristiana primitiva, su cuerpo 
perdido era una señal de que Dios había levantado al "lleno 
de gracia", su creación más pura, al cielo. 

 
Qué apropiado que el Señor cuidara especialmente a su 

madre. Al hacerse hombre, Jesús nació bajo la ley (Gálatas 4: 
4) y estaba obligado a obedecer el mandamiento de honrar a 
su madre. La palabra hebrea para "honor" no implica mera 
cortesía, sino el otorgamiento de honor y gloria. 

 
 

 By preserving Mary’s body from 
corruption, Jesus fulfills the command 
to honor his mother in a way that only 
a divine Son could. What person, if he 
had the power to prevent the 
corruption of his mother’s body, 
would not do so? The love of Jesus for 
his mother seems  
to be the strongest argument for her 
Assumption. –exerpts from Catholic.com 
and Catholic exchange.com 

To a jubilant crowd on November 
1, 1950, Pope Pius XII declared  “…the 
Immaculate Mother of God…  
having completed the course of her 
earthly life, was assumed, body and 
soul into heavenly glory”. 

 

Continue from page 1 

 

FIESTA DE LA 
ASUNCIÓN DE 
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Pastoral Corner by Fr. John Marshall  

 

I remember the first time I jumped off the high dive in the 
public pool in my hometown. It took me several tries up and 
down that ladder to eventually find the strength (and courage) 
to jump. It wasn’t until I landed safely in the water that I 
realized, “what was I afraid of?” Obviously, others were jump-
ing off that high dive well before me and they were fine. So, 
what was I afraid of? I often think of this childhood experience 
when I try to answer the question, what is faith? Faith is like 
leaping off that high dive. It takes courage, but once you are all 
in, you have the assurance that all will be well.  

 
This Sunday, our readings help to answer the question of 

many people, “what does it mean to have faith?”. In the First 
Reading, the Prophet Elijah ignores the wailing winds crushing 
the rocks below, an earthquake, and even fire to distract or 
silence his God-moment, his encounter with God in the whispe-
ring sound. How often have we allowed the noise, illumination, 
and appeal of our world to deafen and blind us from God 
speaking regularly speaking to us? Faith enables us to silence 
the world and be another prophet who can hear the voice of God 
in the commotion of life.  

 
Next, the Gospel places St. Peter in the position that all of us 

find ourselves today. Peter who is terrified when he sees Jesus 
walking on the water courageously asks Jesus to come to Him 
on the water. With faith, Peter takes the leap of faith and walks 
to Jesus on the water.  

But once the winds of distraction 
and doubt blow, Peter begins to sink. 
Faith is just not the leap is it also what 
comes after. 

 
Fortunately for Peter and for us, 

Jesus is always there with His hand 
outstretched when allow the waters of 
little faith begin to overcome us.  

 
Lastly, Pope Francis give us an 

insight to those sinking moments in 
our lives like that of St. Peter: “Faith 
gives us the assurance of a Presence, 
the presence of Jesus who encourages 
us to overcome the existential 
tempests, the certainty of a hand that 
grabs hold of us so as to help us face 
the difficulties, pointing the way for us 
even when it is dark. Faith, in short, is 
not an escape route from life’s 
problems, but it sustains the journey 
and gives it meaning.” 

 
Remember, faith is not just the 

leap off the high dive of life, but what 
comes after. The outstretched hand of 
Jesus is always there to lift us up! 
 



 

 

  

Rincón Pastoral del P. John Marshall 

 

Recuerdo la primera vez que salté de 
la inmersión alta en la piscina pública de 
mi ciudad natal. Me tomó varios intentos 
subir y bajar esa escalera para finalmente 
encontrar la fuerza (y el coraje) para 
saltar. No fue hasta que aterricé a salvo en 
el agua que me di cuenta, "¿de qué tenía 
miedo?" Obviamente, otros saltaban de 
esa inmersión alta mucho antes que yo y 
estaban bien. Entonces, ¿de qué tenía 
miedo? A menudo pienso en esta 
experiencia de la infancia cuando trato de 
responder la pregunta, ¿qué es la fe? La fe 
es como saltar de esa inmersión. Se 
necesita valor, pero una vez que esté todo 
dentro, tiene la seguridad de que todo 
estará bien. 

 
Este domingo, nuestras lecturas 

ayudan a responder la pregunta de 
muchas personas, "¿qué significa tener 
fe?". En la primera lectura, el profeta 
Elijah ignora los vientos aulladores que 
aplastan las rocas de abajo, un terremoto 
e incluso fuego para distraer o silenciar su 
momento divino, su encuentro con Dios 
en el susurro. ¿Con qué frecuencia hemos 
permitido que el ruido, la iluminación y 
el atractivo de nuestro mundo nos 
ensordezcan y nos cieguen de que Dios 
nos hable regularmente? La fe nos 
permite silenciar al mundo y ser otro 
profeta que puede escuchar la voz de 
Dios en la conmoción de la vida. 

 
Luego, el Evangelio coloca a San 

Pedro en la posición en que todos nos 
encontramos hoy. Pedro, que está 
aterrorizado cuando ve a Jesús 
caminando sobre el agua con valentía, le 
pide a Jesús que venga a Él en el agua. 

 

 

With faith, Peter takes the leap of faith and walks to 
Jesus on the water. But once the winds of distraction and 
doubt blow, Peter begins to sink. Faith is just not the leap 
is it also what comes after. Fortunately for Peter and for 
us, Jesus is always there with His hand outstretched when 
allow the waters of little faith begin to overcome us.  

 
Lastly, Pope Francis give us an insight to those 

sinking moments in our lives like that of St. Peter: “Faith 
gives us the assurance of a Presence, the presence of Jesus 
who encourages us to overcome the existential tempests, 
the certainty of a hand that grabs hold of us so as to help 
us face the difficulties, pointing the way for us even when 
it is dark. Faith, in short, is not an escape route from life’s 
problems, but it sustains the journey and gives it 
meaning.” 

 
Remember, faith is not just the leap off the high dive 

of life, but what comes after. The outstretched hand of 
Jesus is always there to lift us up! 

SANCTUARY CANDLE OFFERINGS / 
OFRENDAS DE VELAS DEL SANTUARIO 

Aug 9 - 15 
In Memory of Phil Lisac 

From Sue Lisac 

The red Sanctuary Lamp above the Tabernacle burns 
to remind us of the sacramental presence of Jesus Christ. 
If you wish to have the Sanctuary Candle burning in 
memory of a loved one, to honor a special occasion, or a 
special intention, you can make arrangements with the 
Parish Office. The cost of the candle is $20 and it burns for 
one week. A notice of your intention will be posted in the 
bulletin. 

La lámpara roja del santuario sobre el tabernáculo arde 
para recordarnos la presencia sacramental de Jesucristo. Si 
desea que se encienda la Vela del Santuario en memoria de 
un ser querido, para honrar una ocasión especial o una 
intención especial, puede hacer arreglos con la Oficina 
Parroquial. El costo de la vela es de $ 20 y se quema durante 
una semana. Se publicará un aviso de su intención en el 
boletín. 



 

 

 
  

 
 

School Enrollment Begins! 
 

St. John the Baptist Catholic School is enrolling 
now!  SJB will be on campus with all students in preschool-
8th grade in September! With physical distancing and 
safety measures in place our students will benefit from in 
class instruction daily. We have small class sizes of 20 or 
fewer and an amazing staff of highly qualified educators. 
We will also continue to provide students with specials: PE, 
art, music, Spanish, robotics, and other electives, and have 
three learning support teachers on staff. Daycare and 
financial aid are available. 

  

 

 

 

Please contact the school office at 503-654-0200, lsilva@sjbcatholicschool.org, or visit our 
website at sjbcatholicschool.org. 

 

Drinking Fountains                   Donated 
School 
 
School / Parish Center              $10,675.00     
Stairs 
 
IT & School Security                 $40,000.00 
 
Classroom Floors                      $10,000.00 
6 rooms to be rewaxed 
 
New roof for Parish                  $68,000.00 
Center 2021 
 
Patch holes on the                     Donated 
Church roof  
 
Parish Center front doors         $19,790.00 
 



 

 

welcome and appreciated. 
These donations can be left in 
the church offertory or 
dropped off at the parish 
office; please clearly indicate 
that your contribution is for 
SVDP. Thank you and God 
bless you for your generosity." 

 
  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
List for the new school year! 

Face Shields for teachers             $800.00 
and students: 
 
Swivl cameras to live                  $8500.00 
Stream.    
 
School paint for entire                $3000.00 
Inside of school. 
 
Recess equipment:                       $1000.00 
 

Outside soccer balls – 20 
Basketballs – 20 
Footballs – 20 

Volleyballs – 20 
Playground balls – 30 

Jump ropes – 30 
Hula hoops – 30 

Mesh storage bags - 10 

 
 

 

Kathy Saylor 
 

Please contact the office if you, or someone 
you know needs our prayers! 

parishoffice@sjbcatholicchurch.org 
 

SVDP Wish list 

During these difficult times, St. John the Baptist 
Conference of St. Vincent de Paul has still been actively help-
ing those in need, but we cannot provide this vital assistance 
without your generous support. At this time, there is a 
particular need for canned corn and canned peas, as well as 
empty egg cartons. Please leave these and any other food 
donations in the box near the entrance to the church.  Of 
course, as always monetary contributions are always  

 

 

Hello wonderful SJB families! 
 

 Our amazing school could use your help! We are ready 
to open fully in September supporting students both in 
person and digitally, but have many families that have been 
financially impacted by the current pandemic.  It is our goal 
to be able to support all of our families that want a Catholic 
education for their children, and right now it is more 
necessary than ever to have an increase in financial aid 
available for our families that need assistance during this  
time.  If you have not been financially impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic and have the means to give, please  

consider donating to our 
tuition assistance 
program and help keep 
and bring in more 
families to our comm-
unity. Thank you in 
advance for your 
generosity and 
commitment to Catholic 
education.  
 
Faithfully,  
 
Amber Ploussard, 
Principal 



 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION CHAPEL 
DIARIA CAPILLA DE ADORACION 

 Administration/Bulletin 
 Debbie Guthrie 
 dguthrie@sjbcatholicchurch.org 

 School: 
 Amber Ploussard, Principal 
 aploussard@sjbcatholicschool.org 
    Lucero Silva, Admin. Assistant 
  lsilva@sjbcatholicschool.org 

Sacrament of Reconcilation  
 

Saturday - 2:30-3:30 p.m.  
Sabado -  2:30-3:30 p.m. 

 
 

 
 

 

Sat. / Se Sentó. Aug 8: 8:30 a.m. –  YLI members – YLI                                      
 4:00 p.m. –  † Rudy Lisac – Sue Lisac                             
Sun. / Dom. Aug 9: 7:30 a.m. –  † Jean Esser – Joseph Molinari                   
 9:30 a.m. –  †  Daniel Carroll – Robert & Candace Carroll  
 12:00 noon –  People of St. John the Baptist                        
Mon. / Lun.  Aug 10: 8:30 a.m. – Godwin Simethy – Maureen Rodrigues     
Tues. / Mar. Aug 11:  8:30 a.m. –  John & Carolyn Johnson – Tam an Tran     
 7:00 p.m –  † Jose Espinoza -  The Espinoza Family       
Wed. / Mie. Aug 12: 8:30 a.m. –  All who are Mentally ill – The Brauns          
Thur. / Jueves Aug 13: 8:30 a.m. –  Janelle D Leung – Yolanda Reyes-de-oehler   
 7:00 p.m. -   † Jose Espinoza -  The Espinoza Family          
Fri. / Vie. Aug 14: 8:30 a.m. –  † Jeffery Magana – The Jeffery Magana Family  
Sat. / Se Sentó. Aug 15: 8:30 a.m. –  † Adela Ibarreta – Family & Friends             
 4:00 p.m. –  † Emily Ann Eckman – Jeanette Eckman     
Sun. / Dom. Aug 16: 7:30 a.m. –  † William Werth – Donna Werth                    
 9:30 a.m. –  Fr. Nazario – Tam an Tran                                
 12:00 noon –  People of St. John the Baptist                           

 
Clergy: 
 Rev. John Marshall, Pastor – Ext 302 
  frjohn@sjbcatholicchurch.org 
  Rev. Nazario Atukunda  
    (In Residence) 
  natukunda@archdpdx.org 
     Deacon Jim Hix 
  jhix@archdpdx.org 

Faith Formation & Music: 

Mon-Sat. : 8:30 a.m. English 
Tues. & Thurs.: 7:00 p.m. En español 

Sat: 4:00 p.m. Vigil 
Sunday: 7:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 

12:00 p.m.  En español 

Cancelled for now. 
Cancelado por 

ahora 

“St. John the Baptist Catholic Community, inspired by the 
Spirit of Christ, reaches out, educates, helps and nurtures 

all people,as we worship and serve Our Heavenly Father”. 

Rudy Lopez,  
     Music Ministry Coordinator 
                  Spanish  Liason               
        rudyl@ocp.org 

Tim Kluge, Pastoral Assistant  
                                       – Ext 311 
 tkluge@sjbcatholicchurch.org 
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11162 SE 23rd - MILWAUKIE, OR 97222

503-654-4444 
www.godzyk-ortho.com

Parishioner

www.lisacsfireplaces.com
503-659-1759

Paul Lisac

9035 SE 32nd Ave.
Milwaukie, OR 97222

www.mtscottfuneralhome.com

Local Catholic Family Ownership 
For Three Generations
(503) 771-1171
4205 SE 59th Ave. 

Portland, Oregon 97206

• Studio & one-Bedroom
ApArtmentS

• FederAl rent SuBSidieS
AvAilABle

theunionmAnorS.org

WeStmorelAnd’S union mAnor
AFFordABle 

retirement living

6404 SE 23rd AvE
PortlAnd, or 97202

503-233-5671       

Debbie Hoesly
Attorney at Law
Wills • Trusts • Probate

Real Estate Law • Business Law

From a Catholic Perspective

503-722-4300

Restaurant & Delicatessen
(503) 654-2428

Our family is proudly celebrating 50 years! 
15717 SE Mcloughlin., Milwaukie

Hardware • Tools • Feed
Garden Supplies
Traeger Grill Parts

6089 SE Johnson Creek Blvd.
503-775-6767

503-227-2641
www.detemple.com

PLUMBING - HEATING

AIR CONDITIONING - BOILERS

503-659-1350  ♦  ccpdxor.com
CATHOLIC CHURCH OWNED & OPERATED

In-Home & Parish Based Arrangements Available

503-659-1350          
In-Home & Parish Based Arrangements Available

CATHOLIC CHURCH OWNED & OPERATED
ccpdxor.com

Contact Tom Ott to place an ad today! 
tott@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2638

Independent Living  I  Assisted Living  I  Memory Care
14404 SE Webster Road  I Milwaukie
503-653-3422  I  TheSpringsLiving.com

LIFE is just a little easier here®

Come see how.

Let us show you what 
an all-inclusive 

community feels like.

For details call 503-250-0319
VineyardPlace.net

John J. O’Hara

It’s time to consider your estate plan.
Wills w Trusts w Estates 

Personal Injury & Accidents

(503) 255-8795 
ohara@warrenallen.com

Scott Barbur
Wills | Trusts | Estates

Business | Real Property
503-654-1773

www.barburlaw.com
2100 SE Lake Rd. Ste. 5

Milwaukie, OR 97222

2236 SE Washington St. Ste. A

Milwaukie ~ 503-659-2522

www.suewalkerdentistry.com

11147 SE 21st Avenue


