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A desert-dwelling, locust-eating, weed-wearing, 
celibate ascetic dies for marriage. 

 
Saint John Vianney was so opposed to the dances held 

routinely in his small town of Ars that he dedicated a small 
chapel in his parish church to Saint John the Baptist. At its 
entrance was painted, perhaps somewhat tongue in cheek, a 
warning of the evil effects produced by lust and drink: “His 
head was the price of a dance.” Saint John the Baptist’s head 

indeed, the wage rendered by an older man for the satisfaction of watching a young girl dance at his birthday 
party. More remotely, however, John’s beheading was not caused by a suggestive dance. He paid with his 
head for poking the bear. John denounced King Herod Antipas, to his face, for divorcing his lawful wife and 
taking as his own Herodias, his sister-in-law, the wife of his still living half-brother Philip. (Convoluted family 
blood lines also made Herodias Herod’s niece.) John the Baptist died a martyr for marriage.  
 

Herod Antipas was a tetrarch—one of four rulers who co-governed ancient Palestine as client kings 
under the oversight of a Roman governor. Herod Antipas learned cruelty at home on his father’s knee. His 
father, Herod the Great, had two of his own sons strangled to death, murdered his favorite wife, and ordered 
the slaughter of all the male babies of Bethlehem. Herod Antipas’ imprisonment and execution of John was 
more aggressive than his restrained interaction, a few years later, with John’s cousin.  Jesus had called Herod 
a “fox” when some pharisees told Jesus that Herod was plotting His death. Pontius Pilate later sent Jesus to 
Herod for interrogation after Pilate determined that the Jew’s complaints about Jesus fell more under Herod’s 
jurisdiction than Pilate’s own. At this strange audience in Jerusalem between Herod and Jesus on Good 
Friday, Herod wanted Jesus to perform a miracle for him, as if Jesus were a mere magician who pulled rabbits  



 

 

out of hats. But Jesus said not a word to 
the man who killed His beloved cousin. 
Jesus, after all, did not come to provide 
bread and circuses to the curious. He 
performed miracles to elicit and to 
reward faith. So the fox sent Jesus back 
to Pilate for what always happened 
next. 
 

Herod is to John the Baptist what 
Pilate is to Jesus. Neither Herod’s nor 
Pilate’s first choice was to order an 
execution. But cowardice and fear 
coalesced until commanding the death 
of an innocent man was more 
expedient than braving the ridicule and 
threats of subordinates. According to 
Saint Mark, “Herod feared John, 
knowing that he was a righteous and 
holy man…When he heard him, he was 
greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to 
listen to him” (Mk 6: 20).  “[Herod] was 
deeply grieved” (Mk 6: 26) that he had 
to order John’s death. But he didn’t 
actually have to order John’s death. If 
he were truly grieved, he could have 
stood up in the midst of the happy 
crowd, said “I made a stupid promise 
which I now regret,” and granted 
Salome (her name is not found in the 
Bible) some other handsome gift 
instead of a blood-splattered plate. 
Herod beheaded a man to save face, to 
avoid embarrassment, and to avoid 
having to say “I made a mistake.” 
 

The Passion, or Beheading, of Saint 
John the Baptist is one of the very 
oldest liturgical feasts on the Church’s 
calendar. John’s birth may be the oldest 
feast. Along with the feasts of Holy 
Week, the original event of John’s death 
is right there on the surface of Holy 
Scripture, and so likely was commem-
orated as soon as the Church started 
commemorating anything.  

  

  

Continue from page 1 John the Baptist’s colorful life on the edge of respectability came to 
an abrupt end due to the weakness of a weak man, Herod, and due 
to the revenge sought by the troubled conscience of Herodias, who 
despised John for mentioning the obvious. Saint Jerome writes that 
Herodias’s rage was not satiated by the grisly head of her 
tormentor on a platter, but that she rabidly stabbed the tongue 
which had indicted her even after it was silenced.  

 
 

Saint John the Baptist, your penitential life ended 
abruptly when you spoke the truth to power. You did 

not flinch, vacillate, or equivocate. You were 
imprisoned and then killed for defending the dignity of 

marriage. Help us to be as courageous and 
plainspoken as you. 

We may experience a bit of “Gospel whiplash” from last 
Sunday’s Gospel to this week’s Gospel. Last Sunday, Saint Peter 
boldly answers Jesus’ question, “Who do you say that I am?” by 
confessing that Jesus is “the Christ, the Son of the Living God!” This 
Sunday, Jesus announces, “that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer 
greatly from the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed and 
on the third day be raised” which leads Peter to rebuke Jesus, “God 
forbid, Lord! No such thing shall ever happen to you.” Even though 
Peter was able to correctly confess that Jesus is “the Christ, the Son 
of the living God!,” he fails to recognize the bigger picture. Peter is 
scandalized that the Son of Living God would have to undergo 
suffering and death. To him, this equated to failure.  
 

From Peter being a rock to an obstacle, Jesus uses this 
situation to help His disciples to understand what it truly means 
to follow Him. In other words, a disciple of Jesus must also be 
willing to walk the same path of the Master. To the world, the self-
sacrifice of Jesus is a scandal and pure foolishness. Jesus teaches us 
that the cross is a part of our life whether we want it or not, and 
what matters is how we face it and why we face it. Jesus teaches us 
today that the only way to achieve what we truly desire is to take 
up our cross for the sake of a higher purpose. Jesus died on the 
cross, but this was not a defeat or a failure. 
 

Pastoral Corner by Fr. John Marshall  
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We cannot follow Christ without the cross. Pope Francis reminds us that the cross of Christ teaches us 
that Jesus’ way “is the way of love, and that there is no true love without self-sacrifice. We are called to not let 
ourselves be absorbed by the vision of this world, but to be ever more aware of the need and of the effort for 
we Christians to walk against the current and uphill.” Each time we see a crucifix in our home, inside the 
church, or even when we make the sign of the Cross, we are reminded that following Jesus is not easy, but not 
impossible. We need to look at the cross not as a hindrance, but as a way of living in order to help build up 
the Kingdom of Christ.  

Meet 
our 
Echo 

Apprentice 
Lauren 

Enriquez 
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To the flower team 
for the beautiful flowers 
that were on the altar in 
honor of the Our Lady’s 
Assumption.  
 



 

 

  

Podemos experimentar un poco de 
"latigazo del Evangelio" desde el Evangelio del 
domingo pasado hasta el Evangelio de esta 
semana. El domingo pasado, San Pedro 
responde con valentía a la pregunta de Jesús: 
"¿Quién decís que soy?" confesando que Jesús 
es "el Cristo, el Hijo del Dios Viviente". Este 
domingo, Jesús anuncia, "que debe ir a 
Jerusalén y sufrir mucho de los ancianos, los 
principales sacerdotes y los escribas, y ser 
muerto y resucitar al tercer día", lo que lleva a 
Pedro a reprender a Jesús, "Dios no lo quiera, 
¡Señor! Nunca te sucederá tal cosa ". A pesar 
de que Pedro pudo confesar correctamente que 
Jesús es “el Cristo, el Hijo del Dios viviente”, 
no reconoce el panorama general. Peter está 
escandalizado de que el Hijo de Dios Viviente 
tenga que sufrir y morir. Para él, esto equivalía 
al fracaso. 

 
Desde que Pedro es una roca hasta un 

obstáculo, Jesús usa esta situación para ayudar 
a sus discípulos a comprender lo que  
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realmente significa seguirlo. En otras palabras, un 
discípulo de Jesús también debe estar dispuesto a caminar 
por el mismo camino del Maestro. Para el mundo, el 
autosacrificio de Jesús es un escándalo y una pura 
necedad. Jesús nos enseña que la cruz es parte de nuestra 
vida, lo queramos o no, y lo que importa es cómo la 
enfrentamos y por qué la enfrentamos. Jesús nos enseña 
hoy que la única manera de lograr lo que realmente 
deseamos es tomar nuestra cruz en aras de un propósito 
superior. Jesús murió en la cruz, pero esto no fue una 
derrota ni un fracaso. 
 

 No podemos seguir a Cristo sin la cruz. El Papa 
Francisco nos recuerda que la cruz de Cristo nos enseña 
que el camino de Jesús “es el camino del amor, y que no 
hay amor verdadero sin abnegación. Estamos llamados a 
no dejarnos absorber por la visión de este mundo, sino a 
ser cada vez más conscientes de la necesidad y del 
esfuerzo de los cristianos de caminar contracorriente y 
cuesta arriba ”. Cada vez que vemos un crucifijo en 
nuestra casa, dentro de la iglesia, o incluso cuando 
hacemos la señal de la cruz, recordamos que seguir a Jesús 
no es fácil, pero tampoco imposible. Necesitamos mirar la 
cruz no como un obstáculo, sino como una forma de vida 
para ayudar a construir el Reino de Cristo. 
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IT & School Security                 $40,000.00 
 
New roof for Parish                  $68,000.00 
Center 2021 
 
Parish Center front doors         $19,790.00 
 
IPad Cases                              $1,500.00 

 

SJB will be running a full time in person preschool 
starting this Fall.  We have very few spots remaining so 
please contact the school office right away if you are 
interested.  For our K-8 students, we will be providing a 
comprehensive Catholic distance learning program as well 
as in person limited instruction.  Our online teaching is not 
just another educational trend or temporary solution to get 
through the COVID-19 pandemic. Distance instruction 
requires more than merely passively responding to e-mails, 
posting information, or grading students’ papers. We will 
be engaging the students and fostering an online learning  

St. John the Baptist Catholic School- Providing 
Comprehensive Catholic Distance Learning and  

In-Person Instruction 

community. For both of our synchronous and asynchronous models, we will have high-quality materials, 
instruction, interactions, and activities to foster effective learning; implementing several practical strategies 
to ensure that students have an excellent Catholic educational experience, even when learning remotely. 
There are still limited openings in K-8 classes, please contact the office if you are interested or have questions 
regarding our program.  Financial aid is available to all who want to provide a Catholic education for their 
students.  We are committed to helping all of our parish families attend our wonderful school, please don't 
hesitate to apply for financial assistance.   

Office: 503-654-0200; lsilva@sjbcatholicschool.org 



 

 

Hello wonderful SJB families! 
 

 Our amazing school could use your help! We are ready to open fully in September supporting students 
both in person and digitally, but have many families that have been financially impacted by the current 
pandemic.  It is our goal to be able to support all of our families that want a Catholic education for their 
children, and right now it is more necessary than ever to have an increase in financial aid available for our 
families that need assistance during this time.   

If you have not been financially impacted by the COVID-19 
pandemic and have the means to give, please consider donating to our 
tuition assistance program and help keep and bring in more families 
to our community. Thank you in advance for your generosity and 
commitment to Catholic education.  
 

Faithfully,    Amber Ploussard, Principal 

Kathy Saylor, John White 
 

Please contact the office if you, or 
someone you know needs our prayers! 

parishoffice@sjbcatholicchurch.org 
 

 
  

 

 

The red Sanctuary Lamp above the Tabernacle burns to 
remind us of the sacramental presence of Jesus Christ. If you 
wish to have the Sanctuary Candle burning in memory of a 
loved one, to honor a special occasion, or a special intention, 
you can make arrangements with the Parish Office. The cost 
of the candle is $20 and it burns for one week. A notice of your 
intention will be posted in the bulletin. 

 
La lámpara roja del santuario sobre el tabernáculo arde 

para recordarnos la presencia sacramental de Jesucristo. Si 
desea que se encienda la Vela del Santuario en memoria de un 
ser querido, para honrar una ocasión especial o una intención 
especial, puede hacer arreglos con la Oficina Parroquial. El 
costo de la vela es de $ 20 y se quema durante una semana. Se 
publicará un aviso de su intención en el boletín. 

Aug 30 – Sept 5 
In Memory of Rudy Lisac  

from Sue Lisac 

SANCTUARY CANDLE OFFERINGS / 
OFRENDAS DE VELAS DEL SANTUARIO 

We have a parishioner who will fix it 
for you free of charge.  Leave them at the 
parish office with you name and phone 
number.  Also, accepting not needed or 
broken rosaries to be donated to spiritually 
needy.  
 

Tenemos un feligrés que se lo arreglará 
sin costo alguno. Déjelos en la oficina 
parroquial con su nombre y número de 
teléfono. Además, aceptar rosarios no 
necesarios o rotos para donarlos a los 
espiritualmente necesitados. 

Rosary in Need of Repair? 

 



 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION CHAPEL 
DIARIA CAPILLA DE ADORACION 

 Administration/Bulletin 
 Debbie Guthrie 
 dguthrie@sjbcatholicchurch.org 

 School: 
 Amber Ploussard, Principal 
 aploussard@sjbcatholicschool.org 
    Lucero Silva, Admin. Assistant 
  lsilva@sjbcatholicschool.org 

Sacrament of 
Reconcilation  

Saturday - 2:30-3:30 p.m.  
Sabado -  2:30-3:30 p.m. 

 
 

 
 

 

Sat. / Se Sentó. Aug 29: 8:30 a.m. –  † Jean Esser – Joseph Molinari  
 4:00 p.m. –  Lillian Raschio – Pat Raschio       
Sun. / Dom. Aug 30: 7:30 a.m. –  DJM & MOM – Rosemary Hutchinson                    
 9:30 a.m. –  † Fr. Thomas McCarthy SJ – Pat Raschio                           
 12:00 noon –  People of St. John the Baptist                           
Mon. / Lun.  Aug 31: 8:30 a.m. – † Vern & Yvonne Braun – Tam an tran 
Tues. / Mar. Sept 1:  8:30 a.m. –  † John & Mary Roso – Patrick & Patty Garbrish  
 7:00 p.m –  † Jose Espinoza – La Familia Espinoza 
Wed. / Mie. Sept 2: 8:30 a.m. –  † Jean Esser – Joseph Molinari 
Thur. / Jueves Sept 3: 8:30 a.m. –  † Elizabeth Haglund – Herb Haglund 
 7:00 p.m. -   All Musicians – Tam an Tran          
Fri. / Vie. Sept 4: 8:30 a.m. –  † Jean Esser – Joseph Molinari  
Sat. / Se Sentó. Sept 5: 8:30 a.m. –  † Albery Lou – Nga Lou  
 4:00 p.m. –  † Rudy Lisac – Sue Lisac  
Sun. / Dom. Sept 6: 7:30 a.m. –  † Rachel Siri – Jean Hill - Ruetter                                
 9:30 a.m. –  † Phil Lisac – Sue Lisac                                
 12:00 noon –  People of St. John the Baptist                           

 
Clergy: 
 Rev. John Marshall, Pastor  
  frjohn@sjbcatholicchurch.org 
  Rev. Nazario Atukunda  
    (In Residence) 
  natukunda@archdpdx.org 
     Deacon Jim Hix 
  jhix@archdpdx.org 

Faith Formation & Music: 

Mon-Sat. : 8:30 a.m. English 
Tues. & Thurs.: 7:00 p.m. En español 

Sat: 4:00 p.m. Vigil 
Sunday: 7:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 

12:00 p.m.  En español 

Cancelled for now. 
Cancelado por ahora 

“St. John the Baptist Catholic Community, inspired by the 
Spirit of Christ, reaches out, educates, helps and nurtures 

all people, as we worship and serve Our Heavenly Father”. 

Rudy Lopez,  
     Music Ministry Coordinator 
        rudyl@ocp.org 
 

Tim Kluge, Pastoral Assistant  
 tkluge@sjbcatholicchurch.org 
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Llame a Tom Ott hoy para su anuncio!  
tott@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2638

11162 SE 23rd - MILWAUKIE, OR 97222

503-654-4444 
www.godzyk-ortho.com

Parishioner

www.lisacsfireplaces.com
503-659-1759

Paul Lisac

9035 SE 32nd Ave.
Milwaukie, OR 97222

www.mtscottfuneralhome.com

Local Catholic Family Ownership 
For Three Generations
(503) 771-1171
4205 SE 59th Ave. 

Portland, Oregon 97206

Debbie Hoesly
Attorney at Law
Wills • Trusts • Probate

Real Estate Law • Business Law

From a Catholic Perspective

503-722-4300

Restaurant & Delicatessen
(503) 654-2428

Our family is proudly celebrating 50 years! 
15717 SE Mcloughlin., Milwaukie

Hardware • Tools • Feed
Garden Supplies
Traeger Grill Parts

6089 SE Johnson Creek Blvd.
503-775-6767

503-227-2641
www.detemple.com

PLUMBING - HEATING

AIR CONDITIONING - BOILERS

503-659-1350  ♦  ccpdxor.com
CATHOLIC CHURCH OWNED & OPERATED

In-Home & Parish Based Arrangements Available

503-659-1350          
In-Home & Parish Based Arrangements Available

CATHOLIC CHURCH OWNED & OPERATED
ccpdxor.com

Contact Tom Ott to place an ad today! 
tott@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2638

Independent Living  I  Assisted Living  I  Memory Care
14404 SE Webster Road  I Milwaukie
503-653-3422  I  TheSpringsLiving.com

LIFE is just a little easier here®

Come see how.

Let us show you what 
an all-inclusive 

community feels like.

For details call 503-250-0319
VineyardPlace.net

John J. O’Hara

It’s time to consider your estate plan.
Wills w Trusts w Estates 

Personal Injury & Accidents

(503) 255-8795 
ohara@warrenallen.com

Scott Barbur
Wills | Trusts | Estates

Business | Real Property
503-654-1773

www.barburlaw.com
2100 SE Lake Rd. Ste. 5

Milwaukie, OR 97222

2236 SE Washington St. Ste. A

Milwaukie ~ 503-659-2522

www.suewalkerdentistry.com

11147 SE 21st Avenue

13677 SE 147th Ave., Happy Valley, OR 97015

SENIOR LIVING 
w w w . m i r a c l e h e i g h t s . c o m

Conveniently located near a hospital 
and shopping mall
Facility is right next to the library and 
park

Family owned and operated by RNs
45 spacious rooms with 1/2 bath

24-hour on site care staff

(503) 888-8155

AT HAPPY VALLEY
C O M I N G  F A L L  2 0 2 0

Individually controlled heating 
and cooling. 

24-hour emergency call 
system

Nice, secured courtyard / 
patio areas

Located on a bus line


