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The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, 
and Joseph 

 
 

December 27, 2020 
 

 

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY  
of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 

 

Model for Christian families 
 

The Holy Trinity is like a family, and God’s Son  
lived family life 

Language is like currency. There must be a common under-
standing of its value for it to function as an effective means of 
exchange. When that common agreement deterior-ates, wages, 
prices, and costs cut anchor, and economies drift. Similarly, a word 
can drop in value, suffer inflation, or entirely lose its meaning 
when a language group loses a common understanding of its 
meaning. This has happened to the word “family.” Some have 
inflated the value of “family” to mean any grouping of two or more 

people, or even one person and a dog. For others, “family” has lost value since their personal experiences 
of family life were dysfunctional and damaged their mental and emotional development. On today’s Feast 
of the Holy Family, the Church defends normalcy. She holds up what has always been. She offers her 
faithful the model of what family life should be. 

Reflections on the Holy Family presuppose a lack of ambiguity on what the word family means. 
Common cultural understandings of marriage and family create space for more mature spiritual and 
theological reflection. But if a certain percentage of a culture matures without, for example, experiencing 
the love, discipline, and guidance of a good father, then it is difficult to talk about the goodness, mercy, 
and justice of God the Father. Those who didn’t have a father, or whose father was largely absent, will 
struggle to connect with God the Father being at the same time a judge, a source of mercy, and a font of 
unconditional love. The same applies to family life in general. A person lacking a personal experience of 
intact family, even a family replete with tensions and imperfections, will fail to understand what “family” 
even means. Continue to page 2 



 

 

   

 
 

 

Today we commemorate the fact 
that God chose to be born and raised in 
the same environment as all men, when 
He could have chosen otherwise. We can 
do no better than to reflect on the 
beautiful and profound words of Pope 
Benedict XVI in his message for the 2008 
World Day of Peace: 
 

Continued from page 1 

“The first form of communion 
between persons is that born of the love 
of a man and a woman who decide to 
enter a stable union in order to build 
together a new family…The natural 
family, as an intimate communion of life 
and love, based on marriage between a 
man and a woman, constitutes “the 
primary place of ‘humanization’ for the 
person and society,” and a “cradle of life 
and love”…Indeed, in a healthy family 
life we experience some of the funda-
mental elements of peace: justice and 
love between brothers and sisters, the 
role of authority expressed by parents, 
loving concern for the members who are 
weaker because of youth, sickness or old 
age, mutual help in the necessities of life, 
readiness to accept others and, if 
necessary, to forgive them. 

“For this reason, the family is the 
first and indispensable teacher of peace… 
Where can young people gradually learn 
to savor the genuine ‘taste’ of peace 
better than in the original ‘nest’ which 
nature prepares for them?…This point 
merits special reflection: everything that 
serves to weaken the family based on the 
marriage of a man and a woman, 
everything that directly or indirectly 
stands in the way of its openness to the	
responsible acceptance of a new life, 
everything that obstructs its right to be 
primarily responsible for the education  
of its children, constitutes an objective 
obstacle on the road to peace.” 
 

 -My Catholic Life  

by Fr. John 
 
“I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be 

for all the people. For today in the city of David a 
Savior has been born for you who is Christ and Lord.” 

The proclamation of the birth of Jesus never loses its 
newness just as the excitement of Christmas can never be 
dampened. Even in years like ours where it seemed like a 
cascade of bad news after bad news, the light of Christmas 
penetrates through the darkness of discouragement and despair. 
Christmas is our yearly reminder that God is with Us!  

In Bethlehem, Jesus was born of the Virgin Mary.  He was 
born by the gift of infinite, unconditional, and eternal love of the 
Father, who “so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life.” 

The birth of Jesus is renewed and re-proclaimed today in the 
Church.  What we celebrate at the Masses of Christmas is the 
mystery of the God who comes, who assumes our mortal human 
flesh, and who becomes lowly and poor in order to save us. We 
have a God of surprises and second chances. On that first 
Christmas, God made His dwelling amongst us in silence, in the 
tender cooing of a baby boy, “a baby wrapped in swaddling 
clothes.”   

“In the Child of Bethlehem, God comes to meet us and make 
us active sharers in the life around us. He offers himself to us, so 
that we can take him into our arms, lift him and embrace him. So 
that in him we will not be afraid to take into our arms, raise up 
and embrace the thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the sick, the 
imprisoned. In this Child, God invites us to be messengers of 
hope. He invites us to become sentinels for all those bowed 
down by the despair born of encountering so many closed doors. 
In this child, God makes us agents of his hospitality.”  

—(Pope Francis, 12/24/2020, Midnight Mass 2017) 

Like our Blessed Mother and Saint Joseph, like the 
shepherds of Bethlehem, and with all the hosts of angels may  
we welcome in the Baby Jesus the love of God who took on our 
flesh.  May the baby Jesus bring light to all the suffering 
members of our human family. May the infant lying in the 
manager, soften our often stony and self-centered hearts, and 
make them channels of His love. In this Christmas Season, may 
the Christmas gift of the Lord’s Nativity bring to all of us His 
Light in order to brighten the darkness of this world. 
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“No tengan miedo, porque vengo a traerles una buena 
noticia, que será causa de gran alegría para todo el pueblo.  

En la ciudad de David les ha nacido hoy un Salvador,  
que es el Mesías, el Señor. 

.” 
 
El anuncio del nacimiento de Jesús nunca pierde su 

novedad así como la emoción de la Navidad nunca puede ser 
amortiguada. Incluso en años como el nuestro, donde parecía 
una cascada de malas noticias después de malas noticias, la luz 
de la Navidad penetra a través de la oscuridad del desaliento y 
la desesperación. ¡La Navidad es nuestro recordatorio anual de 
que Dios está con nosotros!  

En Belén, Jesús nació de la Virgen María.  Nació por el don 
del amor infinito, incondicional y eterno del Padre, que “amó 
tanto al mundo que dio a su Hijo unigénito, para que quien crea 
en él no perezca, sino que tenga vida eterna.” 

El nacimiento de Jesús se renueva y se vuelve a proclamar 
hoy en la Iglesia.  Lo que celebramos en las Misas de Navidad es 
el misterio del Dios que viene, que asume nuestra carne humana 
mortal, y que se vuelve humilde y pobre para salvarnos. 
Tenemos un Dios de sorpresas y segundas oportunidades. En 
esa primera Navidad, Dios hizo Su morada entre nosotros en 
silencio, en el tierno abue de un niño pequeño, “un bebé 
envuelto en pañales”.  

“En el Niño de Belén, Dios viene a encontrarnos y a 
hacernos partífanos activos en la vida que nos rodea. Se ofrece  
a nosotros, para que podamos tomarlo en nuestros brazos, 
levantarlo y abrazarlo. Para que en él no tengamos miedo de 
tomar en nuestros brazos, levantar y abrazar a los sedientos, el 
extraño, los desnudos, los enfermos, los encarcelados. En este 
Niño, Dios nos invita a ser mensajeros de esperanza. Nos invita 
a convertirnos en centinelas por todos los que se inclinan por  
la desesperación nacida de encontrarnos con tantas puertas 
cerradas. En este niño, Dios nos hace agentes de su hospitalidad."  

—(Papa Francisco, 12/24/2020, Misa de medianoche 2017) 

Como nuestra Santísima Madre y San José, como los 
pastores de Belén, y con todas las huestes de ángeles, acogemos 
en el Niño Jesús el amor de Dios que tomó nuestra carne.  Que el 
niño Jesús traiga luz a todos los miembros que sufren de nuestra 
familia humana. Que el bebé que yace en el gerente, ablande 
nuestros corazones a menudo pedregosos y egocéncidos, y los 
convierta en canales de Su amor. En este tiempo navideño, que 
el don navideño de la Natividad del Señor nos traiga a todos  
Su Luz para iluminar las tinieblas de este mundo. 

 

 
 

por el P. Juan 
 
 As we celebrate the greatest gift of the 

birth of Jesus at Christmas and as the year 
2020 draws to a close, we have a lot to be 
thankful. For many of us, this year was 
fraught with hardship and unimaginable 
challenges. We personally or may have 
known someone who came down with 
COVID-19 or have been impacted 
emotionally, spiritually, or economically by 
the fallout from this pandemic. But as this 
year comes to a close, we can see the light at 
the end of the tunnel. The birth of Jesus 2000 
years ago is being ushered in by the distrib-
ution of a reliable vaccine and the slow 
release of many of the restrictions we have 
been accustomed to this past year, 
especially those that pertain to our prayer 
and worship.  

In spite of all the bad news, there has 
also been countless blessings. There have 
even been a few miracles in our midst. It 
has been my prayer and hope that we will 
come out of this crisis better and with a 
renewed sense of mission as a parish and 
school. The mission hasn’t changed, it is the 
same as it was before we learned the word 
COVID-19. The mission is clear – Go and 
make disciples! Bring Jesus to the world. 
The year 2020 has forced us to learn new 
ways to engage this mission. With an 
industrious team of professionals, 
volunteers, and the wonders of digital 
technology we have been able to remain 
spiritually connected and form new and 
enduring bonds of friendship. Parishioners, 
families, and friends have uncovered new 
means of communication to keep our 
communion strong, if not stronger. As we 
look toward 2021, our future is strong. The 
pandemic has provided us time to do some 
introspection of what we do well and what 
we need to improve as a parish and school. 
I am excited to see what this new year will 
bring us. I look forward to some future 
projects such as to renew our sanctuary 

 



 

 

 
  

 

 

 
 

Continued from page 3 

with new carpet and flooring and to 
move the tabernacle to a prominent 
place; upgrading our landscaping and 
exploring the possibility of erecting a 
bell tower outside the church; and 
increase enrollment to our school by 
expanding and upgrading our 
academic programs. I am open to new 
ideas if there is something that ties into 
our mission as a parish and school.  

Since the start of the pandemic, I 
have made it a practice to say “thank 
you” publicly after each Sunday Mass. I 
am so grateful for the support of all our 
parishioners, families, and friends of St. 
John the Baptist who generously gave 
financially and spiritually to the 
mission of our parish and school. While 
some had to decrease their regular 
contribution due to the economic 
hardship of this crisis many increased 
theirs. I am also thankful to those who 
responded so generously to our Wish 
List for our parish and school to cover 
some unbudgeted items. Lastly, I am 
grateful for the end of year gifts that 
have been sent. It is not too late to make 
your year-end gift. Please make sure 
your year-end gift is dated prior to 
January 1, 2021 in order to qualify for 
the tax deduction.  

May the birth of Christ the Savior 
renew hearts, awaken the desire to 
build a future of greater fraternity and 
solidarity, and bring joy and hope to 
everyone.  I will hold each one of you 
in my heart in prayers and at Holy 
Mass during this Christmas Season. 

 
 
 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Rev. John Marshall 
Pastor 
 

Al celebrar el mayor don del nacimiento de Jesús en Navidad y a 
medida que el año 2020 llega a su fin, tenemos mucho que agradecer. 
Para muchos de nosotros, este año estuvo plagado de dificultades y 
desafíos inimaginables. Nosotros personalmente o puede haber 
conocido a alguien que vino con COVID-19 o que ha sido afectado 
emocional, espiritual o económicamente por las consecuencias de esta 
pandemia. Pero a medida que este año llega a su fin, podemos ver la 
luz al final del túnel. El nacimiento de Jesús hace 2000 años se está 
iniciando por la distribución de una vacuna fiable y la liberación lenta 
de muchas de las restricciones a las que hemos estado acostumbrados 
este último año, especialmente las que pertenecen a nuestra oración y 
adoración.  

A pesar de todas las malas noticias, también ha habido innumer-
ables bendiciones. Incluso ha habido algunos milagros entre nosotros. 
Ha sido mi oración y mi esperanza que salgamos mejor de esta crisis y 
con un renovado sentido de misión como parroquia y escuela. La 
misión no ha cambiado, es la misma que antes de que aprendiéramos 
la palabra COVID-19. La misión es clara – ¡Ve y haz discípulos! Trae a 
Jesús al mundo. El año 2020 nos ha obligado a aprender nuevas formas 
de participar en esta misión. Con un equipo industrioso de profesion-
ales, voluntarios y las maravillas de la tecnología digital hemos sido 
capaces de permanecer espiritualmente conectados y formar nuevos y 
duraderos lazos de amistad. Los feligreses, las familias y los amigos 
han descubierto nuevos medios de comunicación para mantener 
nuestra comunión fuerte, si no más fuerte. Al mirar hacia 2021, nuestro 
futuro es fuerte. La pandemia nos ha dado tiempo para hacer una 
introspección de lo que hacemos bien y lo que necesitamos mejorar 
como parroquia y escuela. Estoy emocionado de ver lo que este nuevo 
año nos traerá. Espero con interés algunos proyectos futuros como 
renovar nuestro santuario con alfombras y pisos nuevos y trasladar el 
tabernáculo a un lugar prominente, mejorar nuestros paisajes y 
explorar la posibilidad de erigir un campanario fuera de la iglesia, y 
aumentar la inscripción a nuestra escuela mediante la expansión y 
mejora de nuestros programas académicos. Estoy abierto a nuevas 
ideas si hay algo que se relaciona con nuestra misión como parroquia  
y escuela.  

Desde el inicio de la pandemia, he hecho una práctica para decir 
“gracias” públicamente después de cada misa dominical. Estoy muy 
agradecido por el apoyo de todos nuestros feligreses, familias y amigos 
de San Juan Bautista que generosamente dieron económica y espiri-
tualmente a la misión de nuestra parroquia y escuela. Mientras que 
algunos tuvieron que disminuir su contribución regular debido a las 
dificultades económicas de esta crisis muchos aumentaron la suya. 
También estoy agradecido a aquellos que respondieron tan generosa-
mente a nuestra Lista de Deseos para nuestra parroquia y escuela para 
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è Sun. Dec 27: The Holy Family  

•  1:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Adoration 
•   5:00 p.m. – Boys Scouts 
   Girls Troop - Cafeteria 

è Mon. Dec 28: 
•  No MassToday 
•  Office Closed  

è Tues. Dec 29:  
•  No Mass Today 
•  Office Closed 

è Wed. Dec 30: 
•  No Mass Today 
•  Office Closed  

è Thur. Dec 31: New Year’s Eve 
•  8:30 a.m. – Mass  
•  Office open until 12:00 noon 
•  4:00 p.m – Mass 
•  7:00 p.m. – Mass – (Spanish) 

è Fri. Jan 1, 2021: New Year’s Day 
•  9:30 a.m. – Mass  
•  Office Closed 

è Sun. Jan 3: 
•  1:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  
   Adoration 
•   5:00 p.m. – Boys  
   Scouts Girls Troop -  
   Cafeteria 

è Wed. Jan 6: 
•  6:30 p.m. – Divine Mercy, Spanish 

è Thur. Jan 7: 
•  6:30 p.m. – Legend of Mary, Jordan Room 

è Sun. Jan 10: 
•  1:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Adoration 
•   5:00 p.m. – Boys Scouts 
   Girls Troop - Cafeteria 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Calendars are here 

What everybody has been waiting 
for are the calendars—they are here! 
They will be in the back of the church 
on your way out of each Mass.  Please 
take only one (1) per family.   

 

cubrir algunos artículos no presupues-
tados.  Por último, estoy agradecido por 
los regalos de fin de año que se han 
enviado. No es demasiado tarde para 
hacer su regalo de fin de año. Por favor, 
asegúrese de que su regalo de fin de 
año está fechado antes del 1 de enero de 
2021 para calificar para la deducción 
de impuestos.  

Que el nacimiento de Cristo Salvador 
renueve los corazones, despierte el 
deseo de construir un futuro de mayor 
fraternidad y solidaridad, y lleve alegría 
y esperanza a todos. Tendré a cada uno 
de ustedes en mi corazón en las 
oraciones y en la Santa Misa durante 
esta temporada navideña. 

En Cristo, 

Continúa de página 4 

Rev. John Marshall 
Pastor 
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Please contact the office if you, or 
someone you know needs our 

prayers! 
parishoffice@sjbcatholicchurch.org 

 

 

SANCTUARY CANDLE 

OFFERINGS 
December 27th – January 2nd 

In memory of  
Fr. Tom McCarthy SJ 

From Tam an Tran 

 

Year-End Giving 
 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank each and 
everyone for your 2020 support of St. John the Baptist Church and 
School.  As you look to the year ahead, we ask that you prayerfully 
consider a year-end gift to St. John the Baptist. The Covid-19 crisis  

us to rethink out budget and cut down on 
expenses. To sustain our ministries as we 
move forward, we need you support.  With 
your prayers and financial support, we are 
confident we will come out stronger than 
ever before.  Thank you for your support 
this past year.  
 

God Bless and Reward you! 
 

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!  Our 2020 Giving Tree 
event has been a resounding success! Thanks to all the incredibly 
generous donations we received, we were able to distribute $7,000 in gift 
cards to our families receiving Christmas food bags! 

In a year that has seen so much tragedy and loss, your generosity 
allowed the Vincentian volunteers to brighten the lives of people in need 
by giving them an extra special gift of much needed money for their 
Christmas needs. Maybe that gift card allowed a family to purchase that 
extra special toy their child has longed for; maybe it went to purchase 
needed medication they could not afford otherwise; maybe a warm coat 
or a pair of shoes for a child that didn’t have one; maybe a bit of extra 
food for the cupboard to see them through the end of the month. Know 
that YOUR gift made a difference in someone else’s life! 

A big thank you as well to the parishioners who volunteered to help 
pack up the bags and make the deliveries. Your help lightened our load 
considerably. 

And finally, a big thank you to the anonymous elves who added 
decorations and beautiful poinsettias to help brighten up and beautify  
the Giving Tree. 

On behalf of all the hardworking and dedicated volunteers of St. 
Vincent de Paul, here’s wishing you a healthy and happy New Year.  
God bless you all! 

Colleen Watson 
Conference President 

 
 

St. Vincent de Paul 
 

 
 

Christmas Tree 
Recycling 

 
Scout Troops 144 and 5144 

are recycling Christmas trees on 
January 2nd and 3rd.  Drop-off 
location for trees is St. John the 
Baptist Church parking lot in 
Milwaukie, from 10AM to 3PM 
each day.  Suggested donation is 
$5.  Wreaths, swags and gar-
lands are also accepted. Sorry, 
we cannot take flocked trees.   
Pick-up can also be arranged for 
your tree.  Text or call 503-702-
9657 with address and day your 
tree will be ready to pick up. 

Suggested donation for 
pick-up is $10. Thank you for 
supporting Scouting. 
 



 

 

Sat. / Sab. Dec 26: 8:30 a.m. –  No Mass  
 4:00 p.m. –  † Elizabeth Bette Cunitz – Lee Nolet  
Sun. / Dom. Dec 27: 7:30 a.m. –  † Marie Murphy – Michele & Dennis Murphy  
 9:30 a.m –  † Dan Carroll – Libby Csergei     
 12:00 noon  -  People of St. John the Baptist  
Mon. / Lun.  Dec 28: 8:30 a.m. -     No Mass  
Tues. / Mar. Dec 29:  8:30 a.m. –  No Mass  
 7:00 p.m –  No Mass  
Wed. / Mie. Dec 30: 8:30 a.m. –  No Mass    
Thur. / Jueves Dec 31: 8:30 a.m. –  David, Blanca, Paulina, Alexis Claypool – Blanca  
 4:00 p.m. -   Souls in Pugatory – Mary Brewer     
                                               7:00 p.m. –    Thanksgiving for God’s Blessings – Maria Santos 
Fri. / Vie. Jan 1: 9:30 a.m. –    † Steven Palosh  – Mary Palosh                                                         
Sat. / Sab. Jan 2: 8:30 a.m. –  Christie Rivelli – Jim Rivelli 
 4:00 p.m. –  † Malvina Nolet – Lee Nolet  
Sun. / Dom. Jan 3: 7:30 a.m. –  † Tim Lisac – Yvonne Braun  
 9:30 a.m –  † Rosemary Gordon – Pat & Patty Gabrish     
 12:00 noon -  Prisma Trejo – Matilde Flores  
 
 
 

Administration/Bulletin 
 Debbie Guthrie 
 dguthrie@sjbcatholicchurch.org 
 

School: 
 Amber Ploussard, Principal 
 aploussard@sjbcatholicschool.org 
 
   Lucero Silva, Admin. Assistant 
 lsilva@sjbcatholicschool.org 
 
  
 

Sacrament of Reconcilation 
Saturday - 2:30-3:30 p.m.  
Sabado -  2:30-3:30 p.m. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Clergy: 
 Rev. John Marshall, Pastor  
 frjohn@sjbcatholicchurch.org   
 
  Rev. Nazario Atukunda  
   (In Residence) 
 natukunda@archdpdx.org 
 
   Deacon Jim Hix 
 jhix@archdpdx.org 
 
 Faith Formation & Music: 

 
 
   
 

 
Tue-Sat: 8:30 a.m.  English  

Tues. & Thurs. 
7:00 p.m. En español 
Sat: 4:00 p.m. Vigil 

Sunday: 7:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 
12:00 p.m.  En español 

 
 

Rudy Lopez, Music Ministry 
Coordinator 
   rudyl@ocp.org 
 
 
 
 

Tim Kluge, Pastoral Assistant  
   tkluge@sjbcatholicchurch.org 
 
Lauren Enriquez, Pastoral Apprentice 
   lenriquez@sjbcatholicchurch.org 
 

“St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Community, inspired by the Spirit 

of Christ, reaches out, educates, 
helps and nurtures all people, as we 

worship and serve Our Heavenly 
Father”. 
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Llame a Rob Witte   hoy para su anuncio!  
rwitte@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2501

www.lisacsfireplaces.com
503-659-1759

Paul Lisac

9035 SE 32nd Ave.
Milwaukie, OR 97222

Debbie Hoesly
Attorney at Law
Wills • Trusts • Probate

Real Estate Law • Business Law

From a Catholic Perspective

503-722-4300

Restaurant & Delicatessen
(503) 654-2428

Our family is proudly celebrating 50 years! 
15717 SE Mcloughlin., Milwaukie

503-227-2641
www.detemple.com

PLUMBING - HEATING

AIR CONDITIONING - BOILERS

Let us show you what 
an all-inclusive 

community feels like.

For details call 503-250-0319
VineyardPlace.net

John J. O’Hara

It’s time to consider your estate plan.
Wills w Trusts w Estates 

Personal Injury & Accidents

(503) 255-8795 
ohara@warrenallen.com

Scott Barbur
Wills | Trusts | Estates

Business | Real Property
503-654-1773

www.barburlaw.com
2100 SE Lake Rd. Ste. 5

Milwaukie, OR 97222

2236 SE Washington St. Ste. A

Milwaukie ~ 503-659-2522

www.suewalkerdentistry.com

11147 SE 21st Avenue

13677 SE 147th Ave., Happy Valley, OR 97015

SENIOR LIVING 
w w w . m i r a c l e h e i g h t s . c o m

Conveniently located near a hospital 
and shopping mall
Facility is right next to the library and 
park

Family owned and operated by RNs
45 spacious rooms with 1/2 bath

24-hour on site care staff

(503) 888-8155

AT HAPPY VALLEY
C O M I N G  F A L L  2 0 2 0

Individually controlled heating 
and cooling. 

24-hour emergency call 
system

Nice, secured courtyard / 
patio areas

Located on a bus line

Independent Living  I  Assisted Living  I  Memory Care
14404 SE Webster Road  I Milwaukie
503-653-3422  I  TheSpringsLiving.com

LIFE is just a little easier 
here, and a little safer, too.

Come for a Tour!

Contact Rob Witte to place an ad today! 
rwitte@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2501


