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Christianity arrived in Japan in 1549 with the landing of St. 
Francis Xavier, one of the original bank of Jesuit missionaries. By the 
time he left, twenty-seven months later, he had established a small but 
committed community of Christian converts. Subsequent Jesuit 
missionaries, concentrating their efforts on influential local rulers, 
managed within a matter of decades to swell the local church by tens of 
thousands. By the end of the century, Christians numbered as many as 
300,000, and the faith was on the way to achieving a significant social 
presence, especially in the port city of Nagasaki. The trend, however, 
was soon to be reversed as rapidly as it had spread—and worse, all but 
eradicated from sight. What happened? It’s a complex story but a major 
cause was fear by powerful rulers beginning with the Shogun Hideyoshi 
who thought missionaries were advance agents of foreign colonialism 
and would threaten his own plans for gaining centralized control. 
Missionaries were expelled in 1587 though some remained behind  

 
working quietly. Eventually Hideyoshi was provoked enough to order the execution of twenty-six Christians 
including three Japanese Jesuits, six Franciscans and seventeen Japanese laymen, four of whom were boys. 
The best known among them was Paul Miki, a convert from a wealthy family who had achieved some 
renown as a popular preacher. After being arrested, he and the others were marched 600 miles from Kyoto to 
Nagasaki. Despite the hardships they endured, they sang hymns along the way. On February 5, 1597, they 
were all publicly crucified. Paul preached his last sermon from the cross and forgave his executioners saying 
he was both a Catholic and a Japanese. A spear to the chest ended his life. All of them were canonized by 
Pope Pius IX in 1862 and are known as the Twenty-Six Martyrs of Japan. 

Christians continued to be ruthlessly persecuted, so the remaining believers went underground. 
Japan’s fierce isolation from the rest of the world only began to fracture after Commodore Perry arrived in 
Tokyo Bay (1854). A chaplain aboard the ship eventually discovered the secret underground Catholic 
community of tens of thousands who had endured and passed their faith from generation to generation. n 

—Exerpts from “All Saints” by Robert Ellsberg 
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by Fr. John 
 

This past Saturday I celebrated my 
43rd birthday. In the Office of Readings 
for the Liturgy of the Hours (Divine 
Office) this was the Second Reading for 
the day. It was both appropriate for my 
birthday but also with the fears and 
anxieties that the pandemic has stirred 
up in many. As St. Benedict exhorts his 
monks in the Holy Rule: “Keep death 
daily before your eyes.” Life is one big 
step to the Father (Ad Patrem): 

“In the face of death, the enigma of 
human existence reaches its climax. 
Man is not only the victim of pain and 
the progressive deterioration of his 
body; he is also and more deeply, 
tormented by the fear of final 
extinction. But the instinctive judgment 
of his heart is right when he shrinks 
from, and rejects, the idea of a total 
collapse and definitive end of his own 
person. He carries within him the seed 
of eternity, which cannot be reduced to 
matter alone, and so he rebels against 
death. All efforts of technology, 
however useful they may be, cannot 
calm his anxieties; the biological 
extension of his life-span cannot satisfy 
the desire inescapably present in his 
heart for a life beyond this life. 

“Imagination is completely 
helpless when confronted with death. 
Yet the Church, instructed by divine 
revelation, affirms that man has been 
created by God for a destiny of 
happiness beyond the reach of earthly 
trials. Moreover, the Christian faith 
teaches that bodily death, to which 
man would not have been subject if he 
had not sinned, will be conquered; the 
almighty and merciful Savior will 
restore man to the wholeness that he 
had lost through his own fault.  

“God has called man, and still calls him, to be united in his 
whole being in perpetual communion with himself in the immor-
tality of the divine life. This victory has been gained for us by the 
risen Christ, who by his own death has freed man from death. 

“Faith, presented with solid arguments, offers every thinking 
person the answer to his questionings concerning his future 
destiny. At the same time, it enables him to be one in Christ with 
his loved ones who have been taken from him by death and gives 
him hope that they have entered into true life with God. 

“Certainly, the Christian is faced with the necessity, and the 
duty, of fighting against evil through many trials, and of 
undergoing death. But by entering into the paschal mystery and 
being made like Christ in death, he will look forward, strong in 
hope, to the resurrection. 

“This is true not only of Christians but also of all men of good 
will in whose heart grace is invisibly at work. Since Christ died 
for all men, and the ultimate vocation of man is in fact one, that is, 
a divine vocation, we must hold that the Holy Spirit offers to all 
the possibility of being united with this paschal mystery in a way 
known only to God. 

“Such is the great mystery of man, enlightening believers 
through the Christian revelation. Through Christ and in Christ 
light is thrown on the enigma of pain and death which over-
whelms us without his Gospel to teach us. Christ has risen, 
destroying death by his own death; he has given us the free gift of 
life so that as sons in the Son we may cry out in the Spirit, saying: 
Abba, Father!”  o 

(From the pastoral constitution on the Church in the modern world of the  
Second Vatican Council (Gaudium et spes, nn. 18, 22) 

por el P. Juan 
 

El pasado sábado celebré mi 43 cumpleaños. En la Oficina de 
Lecturas para la Liturgia de las Horas (Oficina Divina) esta fue la 
segunda lectura del día. Era apropiado para mi cumpleaños, pero 
también con los temores y ansiedades de que la pandemia se ha 
agitado en muchos. Como San Benito exhorta a sus monjes en la 
Santa Regla: “Mantén la muerte todos los días ante tus ojos.” La 
vida es un gran paso para el Padre (Ad Patrem): 

“Frente a la muerte, el enigma de la existencia humana 
alcanza su clímax. El hombre no sólo es víctima del dolor y del 
deterioro progresivo de su cuerpo; también está y más 
profundamente, atormentado por el miedo a la extinción final. 
Pero el juicio instintivo de su corazón tiene razón cuando se 
encoge y rechaza la idea de un colapso total y el fin definitivo de 

Continúa en página 3 



 

 

 
 
  

 

Pro-Life Defending 
the Unborn 

 
Place:  

Planned Parenthood in Milwaukee: 
14411 SE McLoughlin Blvd,  
Oregon City 

Time: 
Each Wednesday - 9:30–10:30 a.m. 

 

Several of us are going to this 
event after our 8:30 a.m. Mass each 
Wednesday. If you are not able to 
attend and pray with us at this 
time, please contact John Johnson 
and he will schedule an additional 
time for you. 
 

“If my people humble themselves and 
pray, and seek my face and turn from 
their evil ways, I will hear them from 
heaven and pardon their sins and heal 

their land.”  2 Chron 7:14 

For more information please 
contact: 

John Johnson, 503 312-6143 
Johnson1324@comcast.net 

 

 
Thank you for all your 

continued support with the bottles 
and cans that are placed in the blue 
recycling bags in the back of the 
church. We are starting a New Year, 
so bring in those full blue bags.  If 
you need any blue bags you can 
always come into the office we have 
a supply ready to hand out.   
 

 

Continúa de página 2 
 

su propia persona. Lleva dentro de él la semilla de la eternidad, que 
no se puede ser reducido a la materia solo, y por lo que se rebela 
contra la muerte. Todos los esfuerzos de la tecnología, por útiles que 
sean, no pueden calmar sus ansiedades; la extensión biológica de su 
vida no puede satisfacer el deseo ineludiblemente presente en su 
corazón de una vida más allá de esta vida. 

“La imaginación es completamente indefensa cuando se enfrenta 
a la muerte. Sin embargo, la Iglesia, instruida por revelación divina, 
afirma que el hombre ha sido creado por Dios para un destino de 
felicidad más allá del alcance de las pruebas terrenales. Además, la fe 
cristiana enseña que la muerte corporal, a la que el hombre no habría 
sido sujeto si no hubiera pecado, será conquistada; el Salvador 
todopoderoso y misericordioso restaurará al hombre a la totalidad 
que había perdido por su propia culpa. Dios ha llamado al hombre, y 
todavía lo llama, a estar unido en todo su ser en comunión perpetua 
consigo mismo en la inmortalidad de la vida divina. Esta victoria ha 
sido obtenida para nosotros por Cristo resucitado, que por su propia 
muerte ha liberado al hombre de la muerte. 

“La fe, presentada con argumentos sólidos, ofrece a cada persona 
pensante la respuesta a sus preguntas sobre su destino futuro. Al 
mismo tiempo, le permite ser uno en Cristo con sus seres queridos 
que le han sido arrebatados por la muerte y le da la esperanza de que 
han entrado en la verdadera vida con Dios. 

“Ciertamente, el cristiano se enfrenta a la necesidad y al deber de 
luchar contra el mal a través de muchas pruebas y de sufrir la muerte. 
Pero al entrar en el misterio pascual y ser hecho como Cristo en la 
muerte, mirará hacia adelante, fuerte en la esperanza, a la 
resurrección. 

“Esto es cierto no sólo de los cristianos, sino también de todos los 
hombres de buena voluntad en cuyo corazón la gracia está 
invisiblemente obra. Puesto que Cristo murió por todos los hombres, 
y la vocación última del hombre es, en realidad, una, una vocación 
divina, debemos sostener que el Espíritu Santo ofrece a todos la 
posibilidad de estar unidos a este misterio pascual de una manera 
conocida sólo por Dios. 

“Tal es el gran misterio del hombre, iluminando a los creyentes a 
través de la revelación cristiana. A través de Cristo y en Cristo se 
arroja luz sobre el enigma del dolor y de la muerte que nos abruma 
sin que su Evangelio nos enseñe. Cristo ha resucitado, destruyendo la 
muerte por su propia muerte; nos ha dado el don gratuito de la vida 
para que, como hijos en el Hijo, lloremos en el Espíritu, diciendo: 
¡Abba, Padre!"  o 
 

(De la constitución pastoral sobre la Iglesia en el mundo moderno del Concilio Vaticano II 
(Gaudium et spes, nn. 18, 22) 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lent 2021 
 

Lent is a solemn religious 
observance in the Christian 
liturgical calendar that begins on 
Ash Wednesday and ends 
approximately six weeks later, 
before Easter Sunday.  

The purpose of Lent is 
preparation for Easter through 
prayer, doing penance, mortifying 
the flesh, repentance of sins, 
almsgiving, and self-denial.  

During the 40 days of the season, 
Christians commit to fasting as well as 
giving up certain luxuries in order to 
replicate the sacrifice of Jesus’ journey 

into the desert for 40 days; this is known as one's Lenten sacrifice. Candles play a part in the blessings of ashes 
and palms. They are also present at every sacrament except that of Penance. In all of these cases, the candles 
represent the enlightened and sacred character which is brought to all these items, places, and events by Jesus 
Christ, the True Light. We light candles before images and statues of Our Lord, Our Lady, and the saints, not 
as an attempt at worship, but as a symbol of the light of faith with which we ask for God’s help.The flame also 
alludes to the Old Testament offering of a burnt sacrifice, made in petition, adoration, or reparation for sins. 

 

 

Go Online or fill out the envelope (available in English 
and Spanish) by selecting your intention with relevant 
details, including your name, email address or phone 
number along with $20 for the 7-day devotional candle 
and drop it in the box located near one of the four 
devotional candle stands. 
 

Once processed by the office staff, you will receive an email with a picture of 
the candle or a phone call to let you know that your candle is lit in the church. 

 
Go to our website, click on Support the Parish – Give Online – Make a 
Donation. 
 
Fr. John will bless the candles during one of the weekly services  
with a special prayer. 
 



 

 

 
 
 

St. John the Baptist Catholic School has been thriving both in person and digitally this year for all 
students preschool – 8th grade! We would love to show you the school and add your children to our classes!  
With small class sizes we are able to accomodate daily in person learning, and the latest technology allows us 
to still provide digital learning for those that wish to remain home. Financial aid is available to all those that 
need it to provide a Catholic education for their children.  

Catholic schools week begins on January 31st –February 5th and during this week we will be scheduling 
private tours for those interested in joining our amazing school!  Registration for the upcoming 2021-22 
school year begins on March 1st for returning families and March 15th for new families.  Some limited 
availability to transfer for the remainder of the 2020-21 school year. 

  
 

 

 
 

 

Catholic Schools Week  
 

  

  

 

 

OPEN HOUSE: In person on February 7th from 10:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m.  
Masks and socially distancing guidelines will be followed.  We are also 
providing individual family tours available daily, Please contact Lucero Silva 
(school office manager) at 503-654-0200 or email to set up a tour with any 
questions you might have to lsilva@sjbcatholicschool.org. Come be a part of all 
the wonderful things going on at SJB!  
 
 

 



 

 

  

Kathy Saylor ©  Tam an Tran 
© Family of Harold Eckman © 

Family of Lulu Kabigting 
 

Please contact the office if you, or 
someone you know needs our 

prayers! 
 

parishoffice@sjbcatholicchurch.org 
 

 

 
 

February 7 - February 13  
 

In memory of Bill 
VanDyke 

 
From Sue Lisac 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
è Sun. Feb. 7: 

•  10:45 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.,  Sacramemtal prep – Cafeteria  
•  1:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m., Adoration – Church 
•   5:00 p.m. – Boys Scouts / Girls Troop – Cafeteria 

è Wed. Feb 10: 
•   1:30 p.m. – School Mass – 4th Grade Leading 
•   6:30 p.m. – Divina Misericordia (español)- Iglesia 
•   7:00 p.m. – Confirmation Classes – Cafeteria 

è Sun. Feb 14:  
•  Happy Valentines Day 
•  10:45 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.,  Sacramemtal prep - Cafeteria  
•  10:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m., Open House Grade School 
•  1:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m., Adoration – Church 
•   5:00 p.m. – Boys Scouts / Girls Troop – Cafeteria 

è Wed. Feb 17: Ash Wednesday  
•  1:30 p.m. – School Mass – 3rd Grade Leading 
•  6:00 p.m. - St. Vincent de Paul – Jordan Room 
•  6:30 p.m. – Divina Misericordia (español)- Iglesia 
•  7:00 p.m. – Confirmation Classes – Cafeteria 

è Sun Feb 21: 
•  10:45 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.,  Sacramemtal prep - Cafeteria  
•  1:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m., Adoration – Church 
•   5:00 p.m. - Boys Scouts / Girls Troop – Cafeteria 

è Wed. Feb. 24:    
•  1:30 p.m. – School Mass – 2nd Grade Leading 
•  6:30 p.m. – Divina Misericordia (español)- Iglesia 
•   7:00 p.m. – Confirmation Classes – Cafeteria 

è Sun. Feb. 28:   
•  10:45 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.,   
   Sacramemtal prep – Cafeteria 
•   1:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.,  
    Adoration – Church 
•   5:00 p.m. – Boys Scouts  
   Girls Troop – Cafeteria 

 
 

 

 

Here are the Mass times for 
Ash Wednesday,  
February 17, 2021 

 
8:30 a.m. – English 

1:30 p.m. - School Mass  
5:30 p.m. – English 

7:00 p.m. – en español 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Sat. / Sab. Feb 6: 8:30 a.m. –  † Charles Marrow – Ron & Mary Dove   
 4:00 p.m. –  † Malvina Nolet – Lee Nolet  
Sun. / Dom. Feb 7: 7:30 a.m. –  † Dan Carroll (passed age 43 cancer)– Libby Csergei   
 9:30 a.m –  People of St John the Baptist  
 12:00 noon -  † Leo Nolet – Lee Nolet    
Mon. / Lun.  Feb 8: 8:30 a.m. -     Randy Lane - Jean Hill - Rutter     
Tues. / Mar. Feb 9:  8:30 a.m. –  † Phil Lisac - St. Vincent de Paul     
 7:00 p.m –  † Margaret Kirschner - Tam an Tran     
Wed. / Mie. Feb 10: 8:30 a.m. –  † Jim Hunt Sr. - Tam An Tram  
                                               1:30 p.m. –    † Delores Dolan - Glenda McCall   
Thur. / Jueves Feb 11:  8:30 a.m. –   Mike Braun - Vern & Yvonne Braun 
 7:00 p.m. –     † Leo Nolet - Lee Nolet 
Fri. / Vie. Feb 12: 8:30 a.m. –    † Ed Hunt - Tam An Tran   
Sat. / Sab. Feb 13: 8:30 a.m. –    YLI Members - YLI   
 4:00 p.m. –  † Malvina Nolet – Lee Nolet  
Sun. / Dom. Feb 14: 7:30 a.m. –  † Wayne DaVore - Michele & Dennis Murphy    
 9:30 a.m –  † Malvina Nolet – Lee Nolet 
 12:00 noon -  † Leo Nolet – Lee Nolet    
 
 
` 

Administration/Bulletin 
 Debbie Guthrie 
 dguthrie@sjbcatholicchurch.org 
 

School: 
 Amber Ploussard, Principal 
 aploussard@sjbcatholicschool.org 
 
   Lucero Silva, Admin. Assistant 
 lsilva@sjbcatholicschool.org 
 
  
 

Sacrament of Reconcilation 
Saturday - 2:30-3:30 p.m.  
Sabado -  2:30-3:30 p.m. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Clergy: 
 Rev. John Marshall, Pastor  
 frjohn@sjbcatholicchurch.org   
 
  Rev. Nazario Atukunda  
   (In Residence) 
 natukunda@archdpdx.org 
 
   Deacon Jim Hix 
 jhix@archdpdx.org 
 
 Faith Formation & Music: 

 
 
   
 

 
Tue-Sat: 8:30 a.m.  English  

Tues. & Thurs. 
7:00 p.m. En español 
Sat: 4:00 p.m. Vigil 

Sunday: 7:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 
12:00 p.m.  En español 

 
 

Rudy Lopez, Music Ministry 
Coordinator 
   rudyl@ocp.org 
 
 
 
 

Tim Kluge, Pastoral Assistant  
   tkluge@sjbcatholicchurch.org 
 
Lauren Enriquez, Pastoral Apprentice 
   lenriquez@sjbcatholicchurch.org 
 

“St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Community, inspired by the Spirit 

of Christ, reaches out, educates, 
helps and nurtures all people, as we 

worship and serve Our Heavenly 
Father”. 
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Llame a Mike Metivier hoy para su anuncio!  
mmetivier@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6632

www.lisacsfireplaces.com
503-659-1759

Paul Lisac

9035 SE 32nd Ave.
Milwaukie, OR 97222

503-227-2641
www.detemple.com

PLUMBING - HEATING

AIR CONDITIONING - BOILERS

Let us show you what 
an all-inclusive 

community feels like.

For details call 503-250-0319
VineyardPlace.net

John J. O’Hara

It’s time to consider your estate plan.
Wills w Trusts w Estates 

Personal Injury & Accidents

(503) 255-8795 
ohara@warrenallen.com

Scott Barbur
Wills | Trusts | Estates

Business | Real Property
503-654-1773

www.barburlaw.com
2100 SE Lake Rd. Ste. 5

Milwaukie, OR 97222

2236 SE Washington St. Ste. A

Milwaukie ~ 503-659-2522

www.suewalkerdentistry.com

11147 SE 21st Avenue

13677 SE 147th Ave., Happy Valley, OR 97015

SENIOR LIVING 
w w w . m i r a c l e h e i g h t s . c o m

Conveniently located near a hospital 
and shopping mall
Facility is right next to the library and 
park

Family owned and operated by RNs
45 spacious rooms with 1/2 bath

24-hour on site care staff

(503) 888-8155

AT HAPPY VALLEY
C O M I N G  F A L L  2 0 2 0

Individually controlled heating 
and cooling. 

24-hour emergency call 
system

Nice, secured courtyard / 
patio areas

Located on a bus line

Independent Living  I  Assisted Living  I  Memory Care
14404 SE Webster Road  I Milwaukie
503-653-3422  I  TheSpringsLiving.com

LIFE is just a little easier 
here, and a little safer, too.

Come for a Tour!

Contact Mike Metivier to place an ad today! 
mmetivier@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6632


