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WEEKEND MASSES�

4:30 PM, 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, and 11:00 AM �

(limited to 100 people per Mass�overflow in 

PACC if necessary)�

�

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION �

Saturdays � 8 AM �

�

ADORATION�

8:00 AM�1:00 PM, Mon thru Fri�

�

items are due to the Parish by at 4:00 PM. Please email your 

items 

�

�

�

�

June 28, 2020�



St. Thomas More 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time June 28, 2020 

Parish Staff�

Phone� 466�3811�

Pastor�

Fr. Pat Kerst� Ext. 208�

pkerst@dioceseofspokane.org�

Parish Deacons�

Deacon Douglas Banks� Ext. 204�

dougbanks@thomasmorespokane.org�

Deacon Tom Heavey� Ext. 200�

theavey@dioceseofspokane.org�

Jennifer Siira, Business Manager� Ext. 201�

Jsiira@dioceseofspokane.org�

John Oss, Music Director� (H) 939�9919�

Traci Loewen, Bulle4n Editor� Ext. 200�

recep4onist@thomasmorespokane.org� Ext 200�

Jim Huss, Recep4onist�

jhuss@thomasmorespokane.org�

A8er Hours Emergency Ext.� Ext. 8203�

Week of June 28:  

Sun. 7:30 A.M.   

 9:00 A.M.  STM Parishioners 

 11:00 A.M.  

Mon. 7:30 A.M.  Karl Schmid 

Tue. 7:30 A.M.  Kevin Daniels     

Wed. 7:30A.M.  Conner Flynn 

Thur. 7:30 A.M.  Duane & Bobbie Hobbs Fam 

Fri. 7:30 A.M.  Bob Miller 

Sat. 7:30 A.M.   

 4:30 P.M.  Teresa Hoa Nguyen 

Sun.        7:30 A.M.  STM Parishioners 

        9:00 A.M.   

      11:00 A.M �

Baptism:  Go to our parish website 

to fill out the proper paperwork.  

After we receive your information, 

you will be contacted to schedule an 

appointment.  �

�

Marriage:  To schedule an 

appointment for marriage preparation, please contact a parish 

priest at least four months in advance of your desired wedding 

date.   �

�

Anointing of the Sick:  Call the Parish Office to request a priest.  

If the call is after hours, you will be prompted on how to 

proceed.  �

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF 

SCRIPTURE 

June 28, 2020 

13

th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

When we were baptized, we were baptized into Christ’s death. Take a 

moment to ponder these profound words. We were baptized into death. In 

every sense of the word, we are asked to die. This is not just about our 

final death but about daily deaths due to inconvenience, discomfort, pain, 

loss, or others’ needs. This is an incredible epiphany given the way we 

very often approach our lives. We do everything to avoid death, let alone 

encounter it! Many avoid pain, discomfort, inconvenience, uneasiness, 

change, interference, and suffering of any kind. We put a lot of energy 

into finding the easiest and least inconvenient way through many things. 

Even holding the door open for a stranger or saying hello to someone in 

the store can be major undertakings. 

 

We are called to die. One of the biggest wake-up calls we can have is 

realizing that life is not about us! There are millions of other people 

sharing life on this planet with whom I have a relationship. Does my life 

celebrate those relationships? The most distracting question we can ask is, 

“What do I want to do?” The more focused, faith-filled question is, “What 

do I need to do?” What I need to do may not be what I want to do. 

However, asking this question more frequently will teach us how to more 

purposefully and intentionally live so we can be a life giving vessel for 

others. When we learn to live more sacrificially, to put the needs of others 

before our own, and to not always seek our own self-interest, we become 

aware of what baptism into Christ’s death is really all about. These are the 

roots of virtue and the seedbed for justice, tolerance, solidarity, love, and 

peace. 

 

Learning how to accept all the “small deaths” and sacrifices life calls us to 

teaches us how to approach our final death. All deaths ask us to empty 

ourselves into something or someone else. Whether we empty ourselves 

into the heart and soul of another human being or empty ourselves into 

God at the moment of our final death, 

new life is always received and 

nurtured. A heart that exclusively seeks 

its own interest is a heart that is closed 

to love. A heart that pours itself out to 

others and is content with being 

emptied is a heart that has been 

touched by and open to mercy. It is a 

heart that overflows with joy. 

Keep informed about the current state 

of affairs in our parish by signing up 

for Flocknotes.  Simply text: 

StThomasMore to 84576 from your 

cell phone or go to 

www.flocknote.com/

StThomasMoreParish. 

Attention Ministers of the Altar—including Ushers 

Due to the current state of affairs, we will not be 

sending out a serving schedule for the summer 

months. For the time being, we will not be asking 

for the service of Sacristans, Eucharistic Ministers, 

or Altar Servers.  Fr. Pat would like to have Lectors 

at each Mass.  So, if you feel comfortable serving in 

this capacity, please email Traci at 

receptionist@thomasmorespokane.org.  Please 

indicate which dates and Mass times you are able 

to serve.  We are also in desperate need of people 

willing to serve as Ushers at all of the Masses.  As 

you can imagine, it takes a lot of coordination and 

effort to make sure our 

parishioners are able to 

attend Mass in a safe 

manner, following all of 

the guidelines set out by 

our Bishop.  Please call the 

Parish Office or email us if 

you could serve in this 

important role. 
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Stewardship (As of May 31) 

 

Income Budget—YTD Received—YTD 

 

Envelopes & Plates $626,084  $641,904 

 You can set up a one-time or ongoing donation online at  

https://parish.thomasmorespokane.org/give   

Please pray for those who are ill in our Parish and 

for those who are dying or who have died.  Never 

underestimate the power of prayer.  If you would 

like to add someone to our prayer chain, call Mary 

at  

466-0531 or Pat at 466-3163. 

•     The dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains in place until further notice. This means that although Sunday Mass    

is available once again, the dispensation remains for all Catholics throughout the diocese. If you do not attend Sunday Mass, it is not a sin.  

•      Vulnerable, at risk, or otherwise concerned persons are encouraged to remain at home.  

�� Anyone who has even the slightest symptoms or feelings of sickness must remain at home.  

 

We have now had public Masses for 4 weekends.  If you have not yet chosen to attend, here’s a little summary of what the experience is like 

coming to Mass now: 

 

*Arriving at St. Thomas More, people notice that the grounds are beautiful, as always.  It looks like the “pre-Covid” world! They also notice 

that the lower parking lot is closed; entrance for Mass is restricted to main doors of the church building. 

*As you approach the church, you notice that these are not normal times.  Everyone is wearing a face mask, during the entire time they are 

here.  .  People who don’t have a face mask can pick on up at the door to make their own.  The only exception is for the brief moment at 

Communion when people approach the priest or deacon, receive the Body of Christ in their hands, step aside, use 1 hand to remove their face 

mask, consume the consecrated host, and replace their face mask 

*People are entering through a designated door.  All doors in the building are open; there are no books or anything else in the pew racks.  The 

desire is that the only thing a person touch during their time at Mass is the Body of Christ.  People are touching the pews, however- to aid in 

standing up, or while kneeling.  After Mass, all the pews are sanitized by a group of generous people. 

*People are picking up a worship aid as they enter, and are directed by an usher to a place to sit that is at least 6 feet from other individuals/

households.  If their name was not taken as they entered, they fill out an “Attendance Card,” which is securely stored for 1 month and then 

destroyed (the first batch are being destroyed this week).  Ushers take these cards and the pens from people- the pens are sanitized before re-

use. This list is just in case a positive Covid-19 test surfaces from someone who attended a Mass here, so others at that Mass could be notified. 

*People notice that there is blue tape everywhere—blocking off access to every other pew and marking the floors in 6-foot increments to help 

with distancing, and also marking the location for the reception of the Body of Christ. 

*There is a directive that the Mass be shorter than usual, to limit our time gathered together to reduce the risk of passing on Covid-19.  So 

there is minimal singing, a shorter homily (funny, no one has complained about this yet!), no Sign of Peace and no distribution of the Precious 

Blood. 

*People leave after Mass being attentive to maintaining the “6-foot” rule as they make their way out of the church and back to their vehicles. 

 

* This week’s liturgies:   

 Confessions: Saturday, 8-9 am, in the PACC. 

 Sunday Mass: 

     Saturday, 4:30 pm 

    Sunday: 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 am 

*Daily Masses at 7:30 am; please do not arrive before 7:15 am. 

Adoration: Monday-Friday, 8 am- 1 pm. 

        As of this past weekend, we are now allowed to have a congregation of up to 25% of building capacity for Mass, or about 100 people, 

here at STM.  This is good news for us!  This increased permissiveness for congregation-size is not a license to set aside our commitment to one 

another’s health and well-being by becoming lackadaisical in our observance of protocol: we still are required to wear facemasks at Mass, and 

to maintain social distancing between households.  Depending on the availability of priests, if there are more than 100 people at any given 

time of Mass, there will be another Mass celebrated in the PACC at the same time.  Thank you for your patience and understanding with this 

good but less-than-ideal situation. 

 

**Thanks for your on-going financial donations to the parish! Please consider giving on-line (see the parish website) if you are not already 

doing so. 

 

*Summer Office Hours: The Parish Office will be open Mondays and Thursdays only, 8 am-12 noon. 

 

*Summer Faith Camp has been cancelled this year.  Look forward to returning next summer! 

Watch out for “Spoofing”�

From time to time, reports come into the office from people who have received an email from someone in the parish office, almost always from Fr. 

Pat, asking them to buy something for him/her because he/she is unable to do so for some reason.  This is a scam.  No one in the office will ever 

ask you to buy something for them through an email.  If you receive such an email, ignore it; you can hover your browser over the address and see 

that it is not a legitimate address.  There is nothing we can do on our end to prevent this; scammers are crafty and sneaky, and very adept at getting 

hold of a list of emails and “inventing” an email from someone else.  The best we can do is educate parishioners about this scam.�
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OMLIN, GUNNING
& ASSOCIATES, P.S.

John A. Omlin, C.P.A.
Parishioner

467-2000
N. 9515 Division-Ste. 200-Spokane, WA 99218

Certified Public Accountants

VIC PLESE
 (509) 217-7889

vic@plese.com • www.plese.com

(888) 450-2323

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1958
Auto Accidents,
Wills, & Estates

Family Law
Employment Law

(509) 327-6000 • 330 W. Indiana
www.jcooney.com

Estate Planning • Business Law 
Litigation • Real Estate Transactions 

• Employment Law
painehamblen.com

(509) 455-6013
jeremy.zener@painehamblen.com

Jeremy Zener
Parishioner and 

STM Parent

RCB Remodeling & Design
Specializing in kitchen, bathroom and base-
ment remodels, painting, plumbing, electrical, 
decks, wheelchair ramps and windows.

Rick C. Bacon, Parishioner
509-990-6816    
rcbremodeling.com

Dr. Matt Schmidt

Animal Clinic
of Spokane

6322 N Wall St. • (509) 467-7100

Serving Small Animals & Exotics

 www.animalclinicofspokane.com

LARRY MARTIN
Real Estate Broker

509-990-6901
Larry@5MileRE.com
5MileRE.com

St. Thomas More Parishioner for 28 years.

HOLY CROSS ST. JOSEPH QUEEN OF PEACE

MEETING THE NEEDS OF THE FAITHFUL:
FUNERAL    |    CREMATION    |    CEMETERY    |    FAMILY ESTATES

(509)467-5496
holycrossofspokane.org

7200 N. Wall, Spokane, WA 99208

Compassionate pricing with superior service.

SPOKANE
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF
A NON-PROFIT MINISTRY OF THE

1004 East Francis
$1500 Off fOils

487-9238
11 Stylists

Open Evenings

Catholic Owned & Operated 
• Air Conditioning 

• Furnaces & Boilers • Boiler Repair 
• Gas Conversions • Plumbing/Heating 

Larry Andrews - President 
(509) 489-3860 

www.andrewsmechanical.com

ANDREMI015B1

Catholic Owned & Operated
• Furnaces & Boilers

• Air Conditioning • Boiler Repair
• Gas Conversions • Plumbing/Heating

Larry Andrews - President
(509) 489-3860

www.andrewsmechanical.com

JIM WILSON
Designated Broker

509.993.1733www.gojim.com

SENIOR CARE ONLY BETTER
CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE A

COMPLIMENTARY
IN-HOME CARE ASSESSMENT!

509-922-4333
www.seniorhelpers.com/wa/spokane

Mark & Tiffany Murphy
Catholic Parishioners,

Owners

Veronica Brannon
(509) 768-8655

Help for all of your Medicare needs
  www.srmedbenefits.com

Maplewood
Gardens

A 65+ Independent &
Assisted Living Community

3 meals a day, weekly
housekeeping & laundry

No mandated Medicaid spend down

Studio, 1 bdrm, 2 bdrm apts
starting at $1900

1100 N. Superior (509) 489-9510
www.CarePartnersLiving.com

AAA
Drain Pros

#1 in the #2
business
Gabriel &

Amanda Muglia
Owner/Operators

(509) 251-5852 
Affordable & Friendly 

Drain Cleaning 
Sewer Inspections 
Plumbing Repairs


