
Chrism Mass The faithful of the Diocese of 
Spokane are invited to the Chrism Mass d at 5:15 
p.m. on Tuesday, March 31, at the Cathedral of 
Our Lady of Lourdes. Bishop Daly will be joined 
by the priests of the diocese for this annual 
blessing of Holy Oils. The name of this Mass 
comes from the Sacred Chrism which is one of the oils to be 
blessed and then used for celebrations of Baptism, Confirmation 
and Ordination to the Priesthood. The other oils to be blessed 
are the Oil of the Sick And the Oil of Catechumens. All are 
welcome and encouraged to attend. 

ST PASCHAL CALENDAR 

Sunday — March 22 — Fourth Sunday of Lent 
8:00 AM Mass:   For all the People of the Parish 
Coffee & Donuts 

Tuesday — March 24 
6:30 PM:  Eucharistic Adoration in the Tabernacle 
7:00 PM:  Prayer & Praise 

Sunday — March 29 — Fourth Sunday of Lent 
8:00 AM Mass:   For all the People of the Parish 
Coffee & Donuts 

ST PASCHAL’S LITURGICAL MINISTERS 
 

March 29, 2020    EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS    LECTOR 
 
          D. Picone    V.  Gregson    M. Foster 
          D. Aquino    G. Behrens  
          D. Davenport 

St. Paschal, March 8, 2020 

Sunday Envelopes $1,035.00 Poor $40.00 

Building Fund $28.00 Fuel $33.00 

Easter Flowers $20.00   

St. Paschal Announcements 
 

St. Paschal Lenten Food Drive The  
St. Paschal’s Knights of Columbus will be 
holding a Lenten Food Drive. Boxes are located 
in the Church foyer. All non-perishable food 
items will go to the 2nd Harvest Food Bank. The 
drive ends Holy Week. Thank you for your 
support. 
 

Coming in April at St. Paschal 
The Second Sunday of Easter — Divine Mercy Sunday 
Schedule, Sunday, April 19 
 2 p.m. — Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 2:15 p.m. — Gospel reading and Homily, Fr. Oiland 
 2:30 p.m. — Rosary 
 2:45 p.m. —  Silent reflective time of prayer 
 3 p.m. — The Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
 3:20 p.m. — Benediction 
 3:30 p.m. — Reception in the Parish Center 
*Confessions will be available. 

The Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Reflecting on the Word 
 In some places in the U.S., flowers ae blooming 
and the sun is shining:  spring has come. Here in my 
home in the Midwest, it is still late winter. This 
particular week in March is when I plant my 
tomatoes and my peppers in my seed room. I 
suspend bright lights two inches above the flats to 
keep them warm. Where light glows, the plants 
spring upward when they germinate. Did you know 
that seeds with no light will grow in any direction 
— sidewise, upwards, or upside-down? 
 Similarly, people in nursing homes or hospitals, 
having only artificial lightbulbs, can lose track of 
the natural rhythms of night and day. Third-shift 
workers may experience that same disorientation. The body 
does not know when it is dark and when it is light. 
 I recall a disoriented time in my life at seventeen. The world 
felt directionless. Was there a purpose to anything that I did? I 
remember thinking, as we sped down the interstate, “If I opened 
the door and fell out of this car and died, nobody would really 
care.” I had a vague sense of God’s care, but that love was like a 
weak light bulb far away. 
 The letter to the Ephesians call us from darkness to light:  
“live like those who are at home in the daylight.” Jesus touches 
the blind man’s eyes and he sees. The “Light of the world” 
changes things. He did for me. I hope that he has done so for 
you. 
 Yet some may prefer the darkness, Jesus says. Nobody enjoys 
being directionless, so other directions are marketed to “save 
us,” to life us from darkness to light — from football to coffee, 
yoga, and massage therapy. But can any “thing” truly replace 
Jesus as Savior, the true Light the world? 

Dr. Karla J. Bellinger, 2019 Living the Word 

A Day of Reflection and Planning:  
Our Spiritual and Corporal Needs  

The Diocese of Spokane is collaborating with the Catholic 
Foundation of Eastern Washington and Holy Cross Funeral and 
Cemetery Services to host a Day of Reflection and Planning. 
The event will be on Saturday, April 4, from 8 a.m. — 1:30 p.m. 
at the Immaculate Heart of Mary Retreat Center. There is no 
charge and breakfast pastries and lunch will be provided.  The 
day also includes opportunities for Mass, Confession, and the 
Chapel will be open for prayer. Refreshments and Lunch will be 
served. Topics Include:  Preparing for eternity, Catholic health 
directives, last will and estate planning, leaving a legacy, What 
do we do when our loved ones die?, grieving the loss of loved 
ones, and finding God’s mercy in death.  
 Guest speakers:  Fr . Dar r in Connall, Fr . Kyle Ratuiste, 
Kelly Durgan, Deacon John Ruscheinsky, Pete Moye, Chris 
Kreslins, Greg Finch, Rick McLean. 
 No cost, but pre-registration is greatly appreciated! Contact 
Lindsey Klemmer at lklemmer@dioceseofspokane.org or  
358-7343.  



Fourth Sunday of Lent — That All Might Be Light 
 

Lord of light, God of our salvation, we walk by the light of 
your Son, whom you sent that all might see and know your 
love. Manifest yourself to all who seek your face, and be 
merciful when we persist in blindness. Expose injustice, and 
illuminate the way to peace. Reveal the darkness within and 
around us. Cast that darkness out of us so that we will walk 
more boldly by your light. With your Son as our guide, bring 
us into your everlasting radiance. Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Sunday, March 22 — Into the Light 
 When Samuel goes to Jesse to anoint a new king, no one, 
including Samuel, recognizes God’s chosen one. Only God is 
able to look within David and see that this shepherd boy will be 
a capable and faithful king. 
 The people in the Gospel passage also struggle to see as God 
sees, and so do we. Jesus’ words and actions provoke everyone 
to decide whether he is God’s chosen one, whether God truly 
sent him into the world to save it. The challenge then, as now, is 
to examine the testimony without making assumptions, such as 
assuming Jesus was wrong to heal on the Sabbath or that 
blindness is a punishment for sin. 
 As we scrutinize Jesus, asking ourselves who he is, we face 
the ultimate challenge of moving toward or away from him, of 
moving toward or away from God’s light. We want to stand 
within this light, but sometimes the brightness frightens us. 
God’s light exposes our darkness, and it can hurt when God’s 
light burns the darkness out of us. Sometimes it is easier to close 
our eyes and pretend that we already see everything clearly. 
But we cannot escape God’s light. It has come into the world, 
and it remains in our midst. It remains in us. This light will 
make us radiate with joy and goodness and enable us to 
illuminate the way for others if we are humble and brave enough 
to let it. 
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Monday, March 23 — Making Everything New 
Passages such as the one from Isaiah in the First Reading remind 
us how invested God is in this earth. Having created the world, 
God will not abandon it but will refashion it, casting out 
suffering and sorrow. By healing a child, Jesus reveals that 
God’s work of re-creation has already begun. God invites us to 
participate in it. Reflect on how the work you do—or could do—
is part of God’s work of remaking the world.  
 

Tuesday, March 24 — Replenishing 
The prophet Ezekiel tells of a glorious future in which fresh 
water flows in abundance. The water brings life to parched 
ground, transforms salty water, and allows fish and fruit trees to 
thrive. In the Gospel, Jesus surpasses this life-giving water. He 
ignores the pool and heals the man through the power of his 
word alone. The man represents all creation transformed and 
replenished by the power of Christ. Each time you use water 
today, thank God for the ways he has helped and replenished 
you.  
 

Wednesday, March 25 — Solemnity of the Annunciation 
In the Old Testament, sacrifices are offerings set apart for God. 
Such gifts remind the people that they themselves are set apart 
for God. We give things up during Lent in order to make 
ourselves a sacrifice, to set ourselves apart from the things of 
this world and to put ourselves at the service of God and his 
kingdom. King Ahaz did not want to become such an offering, 
whereas Mary offered herself with barely a moment’s thought. 
Offer yourself to God by praying St. Ignatius of Loyola’s 
Suscipe.  
 

Thursday, March 26 — The Faces of God 
The Israelites in the reading from Exodus wanted to relate to 
God in ways that were familiar to them, so they made an image 
of God. They struggled to accept that God is both beyond 
images and represented by them, his people. Centuries later God 
again presented himself in a way that was hard for people to 
accept: in Jesus, his Son. Make a list of titles for Jesus. Choose 
one you do not normally use and reflect on what it reveals about 
God.  
 

Friday, March 27 — The Just Ones 
People in the temple area question whether Jesus is the Messiah 
because they know he is from Galilee. They struggle to accept 
that he is somehow from God, “from above.” Others flatly refuse 
to believe that Jesus has a unique relationship with God. Jesus is 
the just man, the one who obeys God in everything, yet who is 
attacked for precisely that reason. Take a moment to pray for 
those who are ridiculed or endangered because they are doing 
what is right.  
 

Saturday, March 28 — Rejections 
As Jesus continues to provoke division, the religious authorities 
take an ever more rigid stance against him. They so insist that 
they know the law, that they know the Scriptures, that they 
demean everyone who doesn’t agree with them. God’s prophet 
Jeremiah also experienced spite and dangerous rejection. In 
those moments we reject someone, it may turn out that we have 
misunderstood what God is telling us. Choose a psalm and listen 
for how God might be challenging you.  
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Joy Seekers 
 In northern Minnesota several years ago, some women formed 
a “joy circle.” They settled into a routine of meeting every 
couple of weeks to share joys they’ve noticed. Their aim, amid 
our troubled world and chaotic lives, is to deliberately focus on 
the positive. The women don’t simply hope to stumble upon 
good news among the outrage, bitterness and tragedy 
surrounding us; they actively seek out joy and report it to the 
group.  
 Joy is a fruit of the spirit named in Galatians 5:22-23. As 
Christians, we don’t ignore or dismiss life’s struggles and 
sorrows, and neither do joy-circle participants. But God 
promises that life is stronger than death, and Jesus’ resurrection 
is proof. With the Holy Spirit’s help, we can make a spiritual 
discipline of seeking and sharing joy—and thanking God for it.  

—Heidi Mann 

Time and Talent: Lent and On-Going 
Conversion. There is need in our two 
parishes for Ministry volunteers, 
Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors, 
Musicians, R.C.I.A. Catechists, 

Ushers, computer literate people, and other areas of service to 
our parish family and community. In this time of our Lenten 
Journey, please give some serious consideration to your Time 
and Talent Stewardship, to on-going conversion, to being the 
best version of yourself. Check the parish web site, call the 
parish office, make a commitment to make this your best Lent 
ever.  


