
Sacraments of the Eucharist and   

Reconciliation 

Parish Office Information 

 
Office Hours . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Monday to Friday 

                 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1260 N.E. 132nd Ave. 

                 Portland, OR 97230 

Phone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (503) 256-5850 

Website . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .www.stthereseor.org 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, December 29, 2019 

Vigil of the Lord’s Day  

5:00 pm Saturday  

 

Masses of the Lord’s Day  

9:00 am and 11:30 am Sunday 

 

Reconciliation  

 By Appointment 

 

Daily Mass at 8:30 am  

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday 

 

School Office Information 

 

Phone . . . . . . . . (503) 253-9400 

Website . . . . www.stthereseschool.org 

        School Office Hours . . . Monday to Friday

                    8:15 am to 3:15 pm 

                                 Staff Members 

Pastor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Rev. Stephen Michael Geer 

Business Manager . . . . . . . . .   Mrs. Penny  Montani 

School Principal . . . . . . . . . . .   Mrs. Joy Hunt 

Faith Formation and Liturgy   Mrs. Stella Armstrong 

Music Director . . . . . . . . . . . .    Mr. Stephen Thompson 

Cantor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    Ms. Laura Anderson 

Facilities Manager . . . . . . . . .   Mr. Matthew Shelton 

Receptionist . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .   Mrs. Angie Barnett 

Office Assistant . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ms. Jenn Kirkpatrick 

St. Therese of the Child Jesus Catholic Church and School 
                                                                      1260 N.E. 132nd Ave., Portland, OR 97230 

                                                                   503-256-5850  
        www.stthereseor.org 

“God sets a father in honor over his children; 
a mother’s authority he confirms over her sons. 
Whoever honors his father atones for sins, 
and preserves himself from them. 
When he prays, he is heard; 
 he stores up riches who reveres his mother. 
Whoever honors his father is gladdened by children, 
 and when he prays, is heard. 
Whoever reveres his father will live a long life; 
 he who obeys his father brings comfort to his 
mother. 
My son, take care of your father when he is old; 
grieve him not as long as he lives. 
Even if his mind fail, be considerate of him; revile him 
 not all the days of his life; 
kindness to a father will not be forgotten, 
 firmly planted against the debt of your sins 
 - a house raised in justice to you.” -  from Sirach 3 



Please Pray For  

The most wanted item for the month of December 
is hot cereal, such as oatmeal. Thank you so much 
for your donations! Call Shasta Hatter  503-253-
7566  for more information. 

WEEKLY DEADLINE FOR BULLETIN ENTRIES IS EVERY  
MONDAY AT 1:00 PM. EMAIL angie@stthereseor.org.  

Living: Vilma Anker, Antoinette Barker, Mary 
Basaraba, Maria Rosa, Bobbi Brown, Patty 
Burtner, Fr. Rob Bustamante, Arlene Caballero, 
Marie Carter, Jenni Clark, Mary Cox, Melanie Da-
vantes,  Joanne Gargano, Julie Ho,  William Kel-
ler, Gregorio Manalo, Arden Manning, Margie 
Nelson, Edna Orello,  Liz Parker, Fred Pelzer, Jim 
and Ava Riopelle, Margaret Routledge, Frances 
Ryland, Rosa Santos, Karen Saso, Joanne Scab-
ery, Vera Saxton,  Anne Schmidt, Kiersten and 
Elsa Schneider, Thelma Striplin, Marcie Farlow 
Taylor, Joe Van Buren, Bernadine West, Fr. Dave 
Wilkins, Rose Zenger 

Prayers and Funeral Masses for Our Dear  
Departed Parishioners 

 
Please keep in your prayers our parishioners who have re-
cently died: Margaret Ann Wight, Emil Annes, Remy 
Agudelo, Anna Rose Allais and John Keller. The funeral 
Mass for Margaret Ann Wight was on December 11th, for 
Anna Rose Allais on December 17th, for Emil Annes on De-
cember 18th and for John Keller on December 21st. The 
Funeral Mass for our beloved Remy Agudelo is on the fol-
lowing date: 

 
For Remy Agudelo on January 3 at 11:00 am 

Recitation of Rosary at 10:30 am 
  Luncheon at PSC after the Funeral Mass. 

Go to franciscanathome.com 
Click on Partnering Dioceses arrow to show drop-down 

menu (located on the dark green bar) 
Click on Archdiocese of Portland in Oregon.  This will take 

you to the Archdiocese’ landing page. 
Scroll down the page until you see Register Online 
Click on My parish or school is already registered box.  
Click on create a new account.  

Grant me, O Lord my God, a mind to know you, a heart 
to seek you, wisdom to find you, conduct pleasing to 
you, faithful perseverance in waiting for you, and a hope 
of finally embracing you. - Saint Thomas Aquinas  

The Spiritual Works of Mercy have long been a part of 
the Christian tradition, appearing in the works of theolo-
gians and spiritual writers throughout history.  Just as 
Jesus attended to the spiritual well-being of those he 
ministered to, these Spiritual Works of Mercy guide us 
to "help our neighbor in their spiritual needs" (USCCA). 
            1.   Counseling the Doubtful 
            2.   Spreading the Gospel, the Good News of Sal 
  vation 
            3.   With humility help others find the right path 
  and  correct  their mistakes. 
            4.   Forgive. 
            5.   Bear Wrongs Patiently 
            6.   Comfort the Sorrowful 
            7.   Pray for the Living and the Dead. 

Give the year 2020 a headstart — begin 
with  Spiritual and Corporal Works of 

Mercy. 

The Corporal Works of Mercy are found in the teachings of 
Jesus and give us a model for how we should treat all others, 
as if they were Christ in disguise.  They "are charitable actions 
by which we help our neighbors in their bodily 
needs" (USCCA).  They respond to the basic needs of humani-
ty as we journey together through this life: 
          1.    Feed the Hungry 
          2.    Give Drink to the Thirsty 
          3.    Give Shelter to the Homeless 
          4.    Visit the Sick 
          5.    Visit Those in Prison 
          6.    Bury the Dead 
          7.    Give Alms to the Poor 



 

Please Come Help Put Away Our Christmas Decorations! 

Please come and help put away our Christmas decorations and change the 
Sanctuary banners on January 12th after the 11:30 pm Mass.  We hope to 
see you! 

The Power of Community! Some pictures taken on 

December 22nd, when  volunteers answered the call for help 
in putting up our Christmas decorations. It was amazing! The 
pictures show not just how much work goes unseen, but also 
how community gets built when we help. Thank you so much! 



The unseen. Not included in the picture were two men on either side of the sanctuary. They were on a tall   ladder and 
were pulling the rod holding the white banners  until the banners  were perfectly in place. The Advent banners are 
carefully folded in be put away in a bin until next year by another group. 

 

Parish— So What Does it Mean When We Say We Belong to St. Therese of the Child Jesus Parish?  

 The word “Parish” came from the Old French word “paroisse” which in turn came from the Latin word 
“paroecia.”  “Paroeica” is a Latin form of the Greek word “Paroikeia,” which means “traveling in a foreign land.” That 
word in turn came from two words, “para” meaning “near” and “oikos” meaning “house.”  We come to St. Therese 
Parish because it is where the “House” of  God is, in the center of  the area where we live “near” by.  We belong to 
this Parish under the guidance of our Pastor, and in its Church we gather as often as we can to share in the Banquet 
of the Lord. Although we are travelers all, we belong to our Parish as all children of  God, and in all ways our Parish is 
our home and we belong to one Family.   

 



Someone donated the six trees, and a few men were 
needed to trim the trunks neatly before the trees 
could be ready to be put up. Some held the tarp under 
the trees so clean up could be efficient. Some put up 
the lights, decorated the wreaths and put up the 
crèche. Strong arms and knees were needed to get 
heavy bins from the attic, and then bring them back to 
store. The team who put up the Sanctuary banners 
needed to listen and coordinate - two on tall steps to 
pull up the rod and secure the ropes. A little boy 
walked around asking volunteers to  write down their 
names and phone numbers so the Parish could all 
thank those who came. We are blessed with you! 



Pastor’s Homily 

Fourth Sunday in Advent; December 22, 2019 

 

From her own conception Mary was prepared to provide the most august service ever asked of a 
human being.  Immaculately conceived in the womb of her mother Anne, it would have been apparent 
early that God had designs upon her life.  At a young age she was presented in the Temple for consecra-
tion as a virgin and for education in divine service.  In her teens she was betrothed to Joseph, a righteous 
man and a widower in need of help in caring for his children.  Though of age Mary was nonetheless in 
need of a guardian to safeguard her vows and provide for her needs.  Soon after the betrothal, she was vis-
ited by the Archangel Gabriel and told just which calling was now being asked of her.  Unlike Eve Mary 
acceded to the divine request and hastened to share the Good News with her cousin Elizabeth.  As the ma-
ter Dei Mary was appropriately greeted and acknowledged as the Ark of the New Covenant. 

We tend to take this news of pregnancy with a detachment born of the separation of centuries and 
the routine of religion.  For Joseph however, the news precipitated a crisis of faith which moved through 
two distinct stages whose transit helped prepare him for his own divine calling.  First, no doubt assuming 
that Mary had violated her vow, he was faced with three unhappy choices:  public censure which would 
involve both divorce and punishment, a ‘private’ divorce, or continuing in the betrothal by effectively 
“looking the other way.”  He chose the second of these and by so doing demonstrated his commitment to 
justice, but of a type open to mercy and understanding.   

By so choosing he passed an important initial test, for the other two options would have lacked 
either mercy or justice respectively.  So vetted, he is then visited by an angel in a dream.  Therein it is re-
vealed to him that all of this is of God’s design and that Mary is with child of the Holy Spirit.  By accepting 
this truth as revealed, his faith is deepened but his suffering increased since others will now likely assume 
that Mary is with child out-of-wedlock.  As a result, both will be tainted as sinners and face some degree 
of the eviscerating tongue-wagging inflicted by local gossips.  Jesus himself would most likely have grown 
up with this low rumble percolating in the background effectively questioning his legitimacy. 

What surely looked from a distance like a Christmas scene nicely evocative of the later work of 
Thomas Kincaid, was in fact from the beginning overshadowed by the cross.  Mother, guardian father and 
child, so peacefully assembled in the stable, are in fact all under doom.  This must be, for Jesus himself 
like his mother and earthly father had a sober mission to undertake, one that necessitated his torture and 
death for the salvation of the world.  Decades later when their son’s service is finally completed on the 
Hill of the Skull, only then will all three come to the joy of that new creation as foreshadowed by the 
Lord’s nativity in Bethlehem. 



 

 Our Church has been home to Simbang Gabi for many years now. From December 15th to the 
23rd, the Christmas Novena Mass (Simbang Gabi) was celebrated at St. Therese Church at 7:00 p.m., 
except December 21st when Simbang Gabi was  celebrated at 5:00 p.m, with Fr. Steve as presider.  
Shown below is Fr. Steve with the members of the Simbang Gabi Choir.  

Simbang Gabi  [“Simba” means “Mass”  and “Gabi” means “Night”] is a Filipino Christmas tradition. It is a series 

of nine dawn masses on the days leading up to Christmas. It begins on December 16 and ends at midnight on the 24th 
of December, when a midnight mass is held. This tradition was introduced by  Catholic Spanish friars (who came to 
the Philippines in 1521)  to allow farmers to hear mass before going to the fields early in the morning. The masses can 
start as early as 4:00 am in the morning. Simbang Gabi is also known by its popular Spanish name, Misa de Gallo, or 
"Mass of the Rooster.'' 



Oregon

CatholicMatch.com/OR

  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Therese Parish, Portland, OR A 4C 05-1607

Portland Chiropractic Clinic

Motor vehicle accident•work injury•Acute and 
chronic pain•headaches•neck and back pain

Most Insurances Accepted
Please Call for a FREE Consultation! 

503-255-0306
12741 NE Halsey St. (127th & Halsey)

Dr. Kevin Chang, DC
We are here to serve

 our community!

John J. O’Hara
Attorney at Law

“Serving local parishioners for over 40 years”

Personal Injury & Accidents
Wills  Trusts  Estates

(503) 255-8795  
850 NE 122nd Ave.

ohara@warrenallen.com

Elder Law • Estate Planning
•Probate 

•Special Needs Planning

Megan Fuhrer
MBA

Attorney at Law

www.wyeastlaw.com
503-354-6402

555 SE 99th Ave.  Ste. 101
Portland, OR 97216

36 Holes • 4 Indoor Tennis Courts
Covered, Heated Driving Range

503-253-7507
14015 NE Glisan Street, Portland 97230

www.playglendoveer.com

We put the “ready” 
in ready-mixed concrete!

www.troutdalesandandgravel.com

503-665-4121
2205 NE 244th Ave

Troutdale, OR  97060
“Parishioner for 28 years”

TROUTDALE SAND & GRAVEL

Keller & Keller, P.C.
Attorneys At LAw

General Practice of Law
1025 s.e. Morrison

PortLAnd, oregon 97214

(503) 238-1025

William M. Keller (Retired)
John M. Keller • David J. Keller
James F. Keller, Legal Assistant

William Keller CPA
   Tax Preparation & Planning 

for Business • Personal  

503-970-5706
Parishioner 

williamkellercpa@gmail.com 

4110 NE 122nd Suite 120 

Portland OR 97230

Kaady Appliances, Inc
Nobody beats a Kaady’s Deal!

12404 NE Halsey St. •  Portland, OR 97230
Sales: (503) 253-3850

11564 SW  Pacific Hwy  •  Tigard, OR 97223
Sales: (503) 244-3649

www.Kaadyappliances.com

Hard to say ...

easy to work with!

503.281.0752
www.anctilheating-cooling.com

Council 7828

Men’s Catholic group 
supporting the 
Parish & school

Interested in joining 
Contact Tom Burns 

503-740-3711

Contact Jon Becker to place an ad today! 
jbecker@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2536

ADDVAN TRANSMISSION, INC.
Complete Auto Repair

Foreign/Domestic
“We do it right the first time!”

(503) 618-7024
810 NE Hood Ave. • Gresham, OR 97030

KNIGHTS
OF COLUMBUS

Catholic Insurance for 
Catholic Families

• Life Insurance
• Long Term Care Insurance

• Disability Income Insurance
• Retirement Plans

• IRA, Roth IRA
• 401K Rollover

• Social Security Maximization
Please Contact:

Young Tran, MBA, FIC, FICF
Phone: (503) 875-8715


