
                  The Words of Eternal Life 
60 

When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This 
teaching is difficult; who can accept it?” 

61 
But Jesus, be-

ing aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said 
to them, “Does this offend you? 

62 
Then what if you were 

to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was be-
fore? 

63 
It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The 

words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 
64 

But 
among you there are some who do not believe.” For Jesus 
knew from the first who were the ones that did not believe, 
and who was the one that would betray him. 

65 
And he 

said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can come 
to me unless it is granted by the Father.” 

66 
Because of this many of his disciples turned back and 

no longer went about with him. 
67 

So Jesus asked the 
twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” 

68 
Simon Peter 

answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the 
words of eternal life. 

69 
We have come to believe and 

know that you are the Holy One of God.”
[h]

 
70 

Jesus an-
swered them, “Did I not choose you, the twelve? Yet one of 
you is a devil.” 

71 
He was speaking of Judas son of Simon 

Iscariot,
[i]
 for he, though one of the twelve, was going to 

betray him. 
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Our Prayer Petitions 

WEEKLY DEADLINE FOR BULLETIN ENTRIES IS EVERY  
  MONDAY AT 5:00 PM. EMAIL info@stthereseor.org.  

Call Shasta Hatter for more information or to volunteer. 
503-253-7566.  

We pray that in these few pages you will find little but 

loving snapshots of our community,  God’s Word from 

Scripture that will feed our soul and spirit, and nug-

gets for thought and reflection that will inspire us to 

be faithful Catholics who are well-informed and well-

formed. We pray that our Parish Bulletin will lead us 

to practical and spiritual inspirations that will help us  

to be more committed to reach out   to our family, our 

friends, and our Parish.  We are different “sojourners,” 

different “travelers,” that have St. Therese of the Child 

Jesus as our gathering place. Because we are family 

we need to help each other  make it a good place for 

thanksgiving, love and encouragement.  May we help 

St. Therese become the community that is faithful to 

the Holy Eucharist by our prayers, by our works and by 

our love.         

Prayer For Our Parish 

Advertiser of the Week 

William Keller, CPA and Parishioner 

Tax Preparations, Planning for Trusts and Business 

503-970-5706 

williamkellercpa@gmail.com 

I can help someone be holy? Really?  3 

1. If you are being called to form a rosary group, or a 
devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, answer it. 
Let the Parish know and we will help you set it up.  

2. Reach out to other parents and ask them if they 
would like to say a rosary together , in one place 
or at the same time.  Knowing that you are not 
alone helps!  

3. Encourage family members of homebound parish-
ioners to train as a Homebound minister.  

4. Represent our parish well by your words, thoughts 
and action.  

5. Be a bridge between people, not a divider - very 
important that we have to repeat this! 

6. Let others know we have a come-and-see about 
being a Catholic. It is scary to walk this journey so 
be on the look out for someone who might need a 
helping hand!  

New Location! The SVdP Barrel will be 
back soon! Its new location 
will be at the Handicap  

entrance of the church. 
Swing by the Handicap  

entrance of the church to 
drop off your dry goods  

donations to St. Vincent de 
Paul.  

Kindly call the Office 503-256-5850 and ask for Colleen 
or email info@stthereseor.org if you would like your 
prayer petitions to be included in this section starting 
next week.  More than ever, we are stronger in praying 

The Knights of Columbus’ Annual Golf Tournament is 
back. Get in touch with Tom Burns 503-740-3711 or 
email burnsit@aol.com or with Ken Oliphant at  

kenoliphant@comcast.net for more information and 
how to register. Come and play! 



A group of parishioners has been meeting for 

LECTIO DIVINA on Fridays at 10:00 a.m. at the 

PSC. In the noise of all the fear and confusion LEC-

TIO DIVINA gives us a space and a time to spend 

with the Lord.  For information please call Carmel 

at 503-997-7067.  Also visit the Lectio Divina 

page at our website stthereseor.org 

The Reality of the Real Presence 

“Nearly seven-in-ten Catholics (69%) say they personally believe that 
during Catholic Mass, the bread and wine used in Communion 
“are symbols of the body and blood of Jesus Christ.” Just one-third of 
U.S. Catholics (31%) say they believe that “during Catholic Mass, the 
bread and wine actually become the body and blood of Jesus Christ.”  

When you are in doubt, go back to the Gospel of 
John, Chapter  6 and see how Jesus responds to the 
apostles: 

The Apostles said:  “This teaching is difficult, who can accept it?” They are talking about 
Jesus giving them his flesh to eat, for them to have eternal life.  
 

Jesus replied:  “Does this offend you? Jesus did not change what he said,  
 

“Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have 
no life in you. 

54 
Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise 

them up on the last day; 
55 

for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 
56 

Those who eat 
my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 
 

The apostles did not still believe, and because of this many of his disciples turned back 
and no longer went about with him.  
 
Still Jesus did not change what he said, the difficult teaching, the hard-to-understand or 
hard-to-accept teaching. But there were twelve who remained.  
So Jesus asked the twelve [who remained], “Do you also wish to go away?”  

68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal 
life. 69 We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.”[h] 70  

Question is: what will your answer be? 



Come to think about it 
Since the same God who reveals mysteries and infuses Faith has bestowed the light of Reason on the human mind, 
God cannot deny Himself, nor can truth ever contradict truth. Reason and Faith (that is, right Reason and true Faith in 
real Revelation) do not contradict each other. Faith is NOT believing blindly. In fact, we need a LOT of logic, reason 
and thinking to be able to see the truth, beauty, order and love of God for us.  Understand it in terms of any human 
relationship: we would like to know more before we make a decision to love, right? And always, the first step is to 
take the first step, and see where it goes.  The decision to continue, or to drop off, is all up to you. Come and see! If 

you have any questions needing answers, 
whether wanting to have a relationship 
with God is what is missing in your life, 
why not at least inquire about it? If you or  
Someone you know might have this ques-
tion, join us in a Come-and-see on August 
6, Friday, at 5:30 p.m. at the Social Cen-
ter. Call Stella at 503-256-5850 ext. 204, 
or email at stella@stthereseor.org, or 
even drop a note at the Parish Office, or 
drop by for a visit during office hours. We 
will make it happen!  

Not Sure About What to Do? 

Dear Jesus, I am scared. I cannot stop worrying about my future, 
what I need to do, or where my life is going. I cannot think clear-
ly and I am easily confused.  I do not know where to go that will 
help me make correct decisions.  I want to be happy and have 
peace but I feel that everything I do is making me more misera-
ble. I do not even know if praying like this will help me, but I am 
desperate, so if you are listening to me, help me hear you 
better. Guide my steps so that they will lead me to people who 
will help me walk toward you. Amen. 



July 18th, 2021: After fifteen months of restrictions due to Covid, some of our Mass 

Ministers were finally able to sit down, enjoy a simple lunch and catch up on things 

without having to talk about bleach, alcohol and sanitizing! We thank them all for the 

untiring commitment!  

It does need some time to get used to seeing 
friends’ faces without covering again, and to 
realize how much we have lost not seeing each 
others’ smiles!  Sunday after Mass on July 18th 
was a beautiful day to wear summer clothes and 
enjoy each other’s company over a simple lunch 
-  masks optional, distancing still observed but 
we just have to give that to Florence (left) and 
Jim as they held hands as Jim was walking Flor-
ence to her car. Photo above includes Chris 
(above right) one of our new ministers helping  
in Mass by being a welcome greeter and coun-
ter.  Our attendance is definitely growing and 
we need to help others who are still unsure that 
it is time to come back to in-person Mass. There 
is something in attending in person that  can 
never be replaced - to be part of that communi-
ty who receives together the real presence of 
Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist!  



Pictures, take two! This time without face 
coverings! Music ministers Brian (as can-
tor) and Robert (accompanist) have been 
helping us in Mass for about ten months 
but this is the first time that we actually 
saw their smiles!  



Join our Come-and-see on August 6th, Friday, at 

5:30 p.m. at the Parish Center. Call 503-256-5850 or 

email stella@stthereseor.org 

            Have no idea if joining the 
Catholic Church is for you? Why not 

answer the following questionnaires and 
see if they help?  
       A questionnaire can also help with 
life’s “big” questions: who am I? What do I 
need to do to be happy? Am I doing the 
right thing? How do I know I am making 
correct decisions? How do I know I have 
explored all the options?  
      If you find yourself wrestling with these 
“big” questions lately, it is a good idea to 
make your own questionnaire, or answer 
yes or no to the following questions: 

I have a feeling that I am missing something. 

My life has no direction – I do not know where 
it is going. 

I thought that what I have right now would 
make me happy but I still feel something is 
missing. 

I feel incomplete even when I am successful in 
what I do. 

I find myself thinking about life, what it is all 
about. 

I wish I am confident that I am making the right 
decisions. 

There is emptiness in my life, something is 
lacking. 

In spite of my success, my family, my friends, I 
am not completely content. 

I am not sure if I am making right decisions 
about my choices in life. 

I wonder what will really make me fulfilled and 
complete. 

I wish I could find out what this sense of lack-
ing something is all about.  

I call myself Christian but I still have a lot of questions! 
 
I am not sure what “real presence” means. 
 
I find it difficult to explain to others, or to myself, why I be-
lieve in God. 
 
I believe in God but I am scared about the future. 
 
I don’t understand why Catholics do things differently from 
other Christian churches? 
 
I don’t know what to say if people say believing in God is a 
crazy thing. 
 
I am a Catholic but I am afraid to let other people know 
about it. 
 
I believe in God but I don’t like the Old Testament. 
 
I believe in God but I prefer the New Testament only.  
 
I would like to know more about being a Christian. 
 
I don’t know why there are many kinds of being a 
“Christian.”  
 

Now, I am a Christian but I still 
have questions! 
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