
St. Therese of the Child Jesus Catholic Church and School 
1260 N.E. 132nd Ave., Portland, OR 97230 

503-256-5850 
www.stthereseor.org 

Reconciliation  

Please feel free to call the office to schedule 

an appointment for Reconciliation. 

Sacrament of the Eucharist  

 
           Saturday Vigil Mass . . . . .  5:00 p.m.  
 
           Sunday Mass . . . . . . . . . . . 10:00 a.m. 
 

           Wednesdays . . . . . . . . . . . .  9:00 a.m. 

 
School Office Information 

 

Phone . . . . . . . . (503) 253-9400 

              www.stthereseschool.org 

October 17, 2021 - 29th Week in Ordinary Time 

Parish Office Information 

 
Office Hours . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Monday to Thursday 

                 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1260 N.E. 132nd Ave. 

                 Portland, OR 97230 

Phone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (503) 256-5850 

Website . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .www.stthereseor.org 

                                 Staff Members 

Pastor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     Rev. Stephen Michael Geer 

Business Manager . . . . . . . . .   Mrs. Penny  Montani 

School Principal . . . . . . . . . . .   Mrs. Rosemarie El Youssef 

Liturgy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Mrs. Stella Armstrong 

Facilities Manager . . . . . . . . .   Mr. Matthew Shelton 

Receptionist . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .   Mrs. Colleen Royle 



Are You Being Called to Religious Life?  
Call 503 675 2375 

Email:  bridalveil@fsecommunity.org 

I don’t know what to say when someone asks me what 
is the difference between being Catholic and being a 
Christian.  
I don’t know what “transubstantiation” mean. 
I really need help understanding what  
“real presence” mean. 
I don’t see any difference in what happens in a  
Christian service and what happens in a Catholic Mass.  
I won’t be able to explain when someone asks me 
what “sacrament” means.  
 I am bored or distracted when I go to Mass - to me we 
just repeat the same thing every week.  
I am embarrassed to admit that I am Catholic. 
because people think I am being superstitious or that I 
belong to a cult.  
If all we need is to have a personal relationship with 
Jesus why do we need to go to Mass?  
I think our Catholic ways are outdated and old - we 
need to adapt to modern times.  
Catholics are becoming lukewarm and going to  
other churches because our Mass is not lively and en-
tertaining enough. 
I wish I could better explain why I am Catholic. 
I wish I could better explain how I love being  
Catholic to those who would like to know more about 
my faith.  

Being Catholic Review  Reboot? 

 If you answered “yes” to most of the questions please 
do consider attending a come-and-see. Please call 503-
256-5850 or email at stella@sttheresor.org  It is a jour-
neying with one step at a time, one meeting at a time - 
and we are blessed because everyone who went to 
come-and-see last week is coming back. Please join -  
there is always room in the Lord’s call for us to know 
him!  

Remembrance Scroll Submissions 

Deadline: October 20, 2021 

Every November of each year we 
honor and remember our loved 
ones who have passed away by in-
scribing their names in our Remem-
brance Scroll. If you have loved ones 
who have passed away within the 
last year (between November 2, 
2020 to current)  and would like 
them to be included in the Remem-
brance Scroll, please call the office 
503-256-5850, email  

info@stthereseor.org or drop by the office during 
office hours. They did not have to be Catholics, nor 
had their funeral Mass at Saint Therese.  

The item of the month is canned vegetables. The food 
barrel can now be found in the handicapped entrance. 
All donations of non-perishable food are welcome. 
Kedron and all volunteers of Saint Vincent de Paul 
Pantry Thank you! 

To Volunteer: Call Shasta Hatter 503-253-7566 or 
email  shastahatter@gmail.com 



Exhibit on the Eucharistic Miracles Through the Centuries – 
The Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist  

 

The Grotto Conference Center 
   
  October 1 through 17th 
  Monday to Friday – 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
  with an hour break at 12-1 p.m. 
  Saturday & Sunday – 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
  with an hour break at 12-1 p.m. 

Last day of exhibit is Sunday, October 

17. you still have time to  see it and be 

awed! 

Parishioners helped set up the exhibit and showed sup-
port by visiting at the Grotto Conference Center where 
the exhibit is on its last day on Sunday, October 17th. At 
left: Joan and Roger Galles; above, Ellen, Titay and Sue, 
and top photo shows mother-and-son William and Dell.  



Fr. Steve’s Homily 

 

The Inherent Dignity of All Human Life 
October 10, 2021 

 This October, as it is every year, is Respect Life month.  The This October, as it is every year, is Respect Life month.  The 

ChurchChurch’’s call to respect all human life is rooted in our belief that the s call to respect all human life is rooted in our belief that the 

person has intrinsic value and inherent dignity.  These words roll off person has intrinsic value and inherent dignity.  These words roll off 

the tongue, but they beg a question; namely why do humans have an the tongue, but they beg a question; namely why do humans have an 

inherent dignity?  In the secular materialism increasingly common to inherent dignity?  In the secular materialism increasingly common to 

our elites and ever more evident in academia, the humans are seen as our elites and ever more evident in academia, the humans are seen as 

just one more animal among many and as a consequence is owed no just one more animal among many and as a consequence is owed no 

more deference than any other more deference than any other ‘‘beast of the field.beast of the field.’  ’  If some secular If some secular 

groups give lip service to notions of human dignity, they do so solely groups give lip service to notions of human dignity, they do so solely 

out of a collective selfout of a collective self--interest or as a holdover, a ghost, of a barely interest or as a holdover, a ghost, of a barely 

remembered or acknowledged Christian past.remembered or acknowledged Christian past.  

For Christians on the contrary, each and every human person is owed respect for the simple reason that all of For Christians on the contrary, each and every human person is owed respect for the simple reason that all of 

us have been created in the image and likeness of God; the us have been created in the image and likeness of God; the imago Deiimago Dei.  This belief is an acknowledgement of the spir-.  This belief is an acknowledgement of the spir-

itual nature of the rational soul which animates all humans.  Intellection, the proper function of such a soul, trans-itual nature of the rational soul which animates all humans.  Intellection, the proper function of such a soul, trans-

cends all brain activity and is in fact eternal in its genesis.  To abstract or intuit therefore (which you are all doing cends all brain activity and is in fact eternal in its genesis.  To abstract or intuit therefore (which you are all doing 

right now) can only be done by rational beings and consequently grounds us in a way of knowing that is capable of right now) can only be done by rational beings and consequently grounds us in a way of knowing that is capable of 

divine knowledge.  Not just a knowledge of the divine, but knowledge as the divine.  This is called principial divine knowledge.  Not just a knowledge of the divine, but knowledge as the divine.  This is called principial 

knowledge and is known in the tradition as the knowledge and is known in the tradition as the ““beatific vision.beatific vision.””  

It is for this reason that the murder of the innocent is always and everywhere an intrinsic evil; an offense It is for this reason that the murder of the innocent is always and everywhere an intrinsic evil; an offense 

against God.  Abortion is therefore always just such an evil and as a result the Churchagainst God.  Abortion is therefore always just such an evil and as a result the Church’’s teaching prohibiting the pro-s teaching prohibiting the pro-

curement of an abortion for any reason will never change.  The same is not true concerning the Churchcurement of an abortion for any reason will never change.  The same is not true concerning the Church’’s stance re-s stance re-

garding the liceity of capital punishment.  Though Pope Francis amended the garding the liceity of capital punishment.  Though Pope Francis amended the CatechismCatechism  to reflect a practical prohibi-to reflect a practical prohibi-

tion on all forms of capital punishment, the amendment was not a declaration that such punishment is intrinsically tion on all forms of capital punishment, the amendment was not a declaration that such punishment is intrinsically 

evil, as is the case with abortion, but rather that due to changing social conditions a practical ban can now be recom-evil, as is the case with abortion, but rather that due to changing social conditions a practical ban can now be recom-

mended by competent ecclesiastical authority.  And whereas all Catholics are bound by the Churchmended by competent ecclesiastical authority.  And whereas all Catholics are bound by the Church’’s prohibition of s prohibition of 

abortion, the same cannot be said with respect to capital punishment.  abortion, the same cannot be said with respect to capital punishment.    

Since criminals sentenced to death for grave offenses against human society have not lost the Since criminals sentenced to death for grave offenses against human society have not lost the imago Deiimago Dei, , 

they still deserve the inherent respect due all men.  For sure, any capital punishment allowed by a society should al-they still deserve the inherent respect due all men.  For sure, any capital punishment allowed by a society should al-

ways be undertaken in justice and for the sake of the common good and never out of vengeance.  In addition, all ways be undertaken in justice and for the sake of the common good and never out of vengeance.  In addition, all 

Catholics need to remember that hope always exists and that conversion of heart is always possible even for the Catholics need to remember that hope always exists and that conversion of heart is always possible even for the 

most committed of sinners.  For the spiritual healing of such wounded souls, the Sacrament of Penance has been en-most committed of sinners.  For the spiritual healing of such wounded souls, the Sacrament of Penance has been en-

trusted to the Church in the hope that communion might be restored and that all people might come to gaze upon trusted to the Church in the hope that communion might be restored and that all people might come to gaze upon 

the face of God forever.the face of God forever.  



All our prayers and good wishes to our good Knights as they cele-
brated Columbus Day by doing what they do best and what they 
are called to do: in service of their church and their community. 
From Friday to Monday last week Knights were on shifts keeping 
watch over our church and school, in response to warnings issued 
by FBI and the Archdiocese that there might be county-wide 
attempts to vandalize churches by misinformed groups opposed 
to celebrating Columbus Day. Thank you for your courage and 
service. We are honored to call you Knights! 

Thank you, Knights of Columbus! In service to one, in service to all 

Challenging times give rise to saints and 
builders and helpers and community. We need 
to draw closer together in prayer and in 
strength. If you are being called to be a 
Knight, why not talk to a Knight after Mass? 
You are made for honor and service to God. 
Start today! 



 Human life is good and to be protected. All medical decisions ought 
to reflect this core belief. Yet black-and-white answers to our questions 
about end-of-life issues are not always possible, and it can be very diffi-
cult to know how to make medical decisions. Each and every human per-
son is distinct and unrepeatable, and each medical situation may be 
unique. In each set of circumstances we need to judge whether a given 
treatment will provide real benefit to the patient, without causing harm 
or other burdens that are out of proportion to the good being done. 
 We should each be prepared for those difficult situations when medical decisions must be made. We can safe-
guard our Catholic values by appointing a responsible and trustworthy person now to make decisions for us, in the 
event that we are incapable of doing so, either physically or mentally. It is important to be aware of the different legal 
or medical documents that are available or are often used to define a patient’s care. Depending on how they are craft-
ed, some documents can be counter to Catholic morality and more harmful than we might realize. 
 The safest option is to designate a health care agent who not only understands our Catholic values but also shares 
them and can apply them to current situations and respond to questions as they arise. This person, usually a close fami-
ly member or friend, acts as a proxy decision maker if the patient is not able to make his or her own decisions. In choos-
ing an agent or proxy, a person can declare in writing that all treatment and care decisions made on their behalf must 
be consistent with and not contradict the moral teachings of the Catholic Church. 
 Less flexible is a living will, which simply lists treatment options or care that the patient wishes to accept or reject. 
No matter how well-crafted, such a document can never predict all the possible problems that may occur at a later time 
or anticipate all future treatment options. A living will can be misinterpreted by medical providers who might not un-
derstand the patient’s wishes. 
 Some states and healthcare systems have been implementing a troubling document known as a “Physician Order 
for Life- Sustaining Treatment,” also called by a confusing array of acronyms (POLST, MOST, MOLST, or POST). The 
POLST document is filled out by a doctor or other medical professional to define treatments to be withheld or adminis-
tered in a future situation. It has been criticized for placing more power in the hands of physicians than in patients’ 
hands. Indeed, in some cases the patient need not even sign the document. Once signed by the physician, it becomes a 
doctor’s order to other medical staff, and may override the patient’s own past advance directives and even the pa-
tient’s appointment of a health care agent. It may be applied to patients who are not in a terminal situation and who 
might only need antibiotics, nutrition and hydration, or other proportionate care. Yet a POLST document signed months 
or years before, stating that the patient should not receive antibiotics, could still be followed even if the patient, like 
Rosa, faced a simple urinary tract infection which is easily cleared up by antibiotics. 
 Of course there are times when failing health is not so easily remedied as in Rosa’s case. In some situations, proce-
dures are appropriately refused. One should consider the benefits and burdens of a prospective procedure and consci-
entiously judge whether or not to accept it. However, because of the inherent dignity of the person and our moral obli-
gation to protect each human life, our Church teaches that we should take reasonable steps to preserve life and should 
never withhold or administer treatment with the intention of ending the life of the person. 
 It is incredibly difficult to see someone we love suffering, and it is natural for us to want to alleviate their hardship. 
Additionally, we live in a culture that places value on productivity and prefers to get rid of what is deemed useless. 
Some people therefore support measures that, at first, might seem like a compassionate response, but in fact are not. 
Advocates for legalizing assisted suicide and euthanasia promote the illusion that we can “help” those in need by killing 
them or assisting them in killing themselves. However, this response ignores the person’s true needs and does not re-
spect their dignity. Each person deserves real solutions and support when facing physical, emotional and spiritual chal-
lenges. Cutting someone’s life short before their time deprives them of unknown opportunities for God’s grace to work 
in their life. 
 God’s infinite love for each one of us helps us to grasp our identity and our worth. The recognition of this dignity 
leads us to respect and protect each person’s life, including our own, and ought to be at the core of whatever medical 
decisions we make. Let us place our trust in the Lord and ask for his continuous guidance, for these decisions and for all 
those we face in our lives.  
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36 Holes • 4 Indoor Tennis Courts
Covered, Heated Driving Range

503-253-7507
14015 NE Glisan Street, Portland 97230

www.playglendoveer.com

We put the “ready” 
in ready-mixed concrete!

www.troutdalesandandgravel.com

503-665-4121
2205 NE 244th Ave 

Troutdale, OR  97060
“Parishioner for 29 years”

TROUTDALE SAND & GRAVEL

William Keller CPA
   Tax Preparation & Planning 

for Business • Personal  

503-970-5706
Parishioner 

williamkellercpa@gmail.com 

4110 NE 122nd Suite 120 

Portland OR 97230

Kaady Appliances
Nobody beats a Kaady’s Deal!

12404 NE Halsey St. •  Portland, OR 97230 
Sales: (503) 253-3850

www.Kaadyappliance.com

Hard to say ...

easy to work with!

503.281.0752
www.anctilheating-cooling.com

John J. O’Hara

It’s time to consider your estate plan.

Wills w Trusts w Estates 
Personal Injury & Accidents

(503) 255-8795 
ohara@warrenallen.com

A Member of the MassMutual Financial Network

• Life Insurance
• Long Term Care Insurance
• Disability Income Insurance
• Retirement Plans
• IRA, Roth IRA
• 401K Rollover
• Social Security Maximization

Please Contact:

Young Tran, MBA, RFC
Financial Services Professional

(503) 875-8715

Dan McGraw,
Residential Real Estate Agent

Serving with Integrity

503-805-3821
DanMcGraw@JohnLScott.com

Portland Chiropractic Clinic

Motor vehicle accident•work injury•Acute and 
chronic pain•headaches•neck and back pain

Most Insurances Accepted
Please Call for a FREE Consultation! 

503-255-0306
12741 NE Halsey St. (127th & Halsey)

Dr. Kevin Chang, DC
We are here to serve

 our community!

Contact Rob Witte to 
place an ad today! 
rwitte@4LPi.com or 

(800) 950-9952 x2501


