
St. Therese of the Child Jesus Catholic Church and School 
1260 N.E. 132nd Ave., Portland, OR 97230 

503-256-5850 
www.stthereseor.org 

Reconciliation  

Please feel free to call the office to schedule 

an appointment for Reconciliation. 

Sacrament of the Eucharist  

 
           Saturday Vigil Mass . . . . .  5:00 p.m.  
 
           Sunday Mass . . . . . . . . . . . 10:00 a.m. 
 

           Wednesdays . . . . . . . . . . . .  9:00 a.m. 

 
School Office Information 

 

Phone . . . . . . . . (503) 253-9400 

              www.stthereseschool.org 

October 31, 2021 - 31st Week in Ordinary Time 

Parish Office Information 

 
Office Hours . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Monday to Thursday 

                 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1260 N.E. 132nd Ave. 

                 Portland, OR 97230 

Phone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (503) 256-5850 

Website . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .www.stthereseor.org 

                                 Staff Members 

Pastor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     Rev. Stephen Michael Geer 

Business Manager . . . . . . . . .   Mrs. Penny  Montani 

School Principal . . . . . . . . . . .   Mrs. Rosemarie El Youssef 

Liturgy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Mrs. Stella Armstrong 

Facilities Manager . . . . . . . . .   Mr. Matthew Shelton 

Receptionist . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .   Mrs. Colleen Royle 



Are You Being Called to Religious Life?  

Call 503 675 2375 

Email:  bridalveil@fsecommunity.org 

      The seeds were planted by Emilie Tavernier Gamelin, a 
young widow in Montreal, Canada, who was moved to serve 
the many poor, hungry and sick people who lived around 
her. Responding to the call of religious life, she founded the 
Sisters of Providence 1843. 
       Her example inspired others to support her efforts. In 
1856, Mother Joseph of the Scared Heart led a small delega-
tion of sisters from Montreal to establish Sisters of Provi-
dence in the Western U.S. Their work laid the foundation for 
health care, education, housing, human services and social 
justice initiatives that continue to contribute to the well-
being of communities. 

On December 2, 1973, the First Sunday of Advent, the 

Franciscan Sisters of the Eucharist came into being as a 

Pontifical Community. The founding years drew upon the 

energy, drive and commitment of the young Community 

to form centers of community life that expressed the vi-

sion which impelled the Sisters to move into this new ven-

ture, and to initiate various forms of apostolate to meet 

the needs of people.  



Fr. Steve’s Homily 

 

The Blind See: October 24, 2021 

“IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO FURTHER THE COMMON GOOD WITHOUT ACKNOWLEDGING AND 

DEFENDING THE RIGHT TO LIFE, UPON WHICH ALL THE OTHER INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF 

INDIVIDUALS ARE FOUNDED AND FROM WHICH THEY DEVELOP.” 

– Saint Pope John Paul II, Evangelium Vitae 

 Five thousand years before the first pyramids in Egypt Five thousand years before the first pyramids in Egypt 

were even dreamt of and while the ancient Sphinx was still were even dreamt of and while the ancient Sphinx was still 

young, human habitation existed in Jericho.  Ityoung, human habitation existed in Jericho.  It’’s hard to see s hard to see 

why for dry and barren Jericho, being the lowest inhabited why for dry and barren Jericho, being the lowest inhabited 

city on earth, is uniquely inhospitable.  To its south lies the city on earth, is uniquely inhospitable.  To its south lies the 

great waste of the Dead Sea around whose shores ancient great waste of the Dead Sea around whose shores ancient 

Sodom and Gomorrah once huddled and even in JesusSodom and Gomorrah once huddled and even in Jesus’ ’ own own 

day the city site was already 8,000 years old.  It was from Jeri-day the city site was already 8,000 years old.  It was from Jeri-

cho that great pilgrimages began, snaking their way from its cho that great pilgrimages began, snaking their way from its 

own hellish environment upwards to the Holy City itself, Jeru-own hellish environment upwards to the Holy City itself, Jeru-

salem.salem.  

When we join them, Jesus and his disciples are heading out When we join them, Jesus and his disciples are heading out 

of town to begin this ascent; a journey that will end with the of town to begin this ascent; a journey that will end with the 

LordLord’’s passion and death.  Along the way is stationed a blind s passion and death.  Along the way is stationed a blind 

man named Bartimaeus who is begging by the roadside as man named Bartimaeus who is begging by the roadside as 

the caravan passes.  Whereas many pilgrims pass his location the caravan passes.  Whereas many pilgrims pass his location 

with hope for what lies ahead, the son of Timaeus is stuck, immobile, a fixture along the pathway.  Bartimaeus has with hope for what lies ahead, the son of Timaeus is stuck, immobile, a fixture along the pathway.  Bartimaeus has 

heard of Jesus so when the Lord and his disciples approach his spot, he entreats him by name:  heard of Jesus so when the Lord and his disciples approach his spot, he entreats him by name:  Son of David, have Son of David, have 

pity on mepity on me.  This is significant, for Bartimaeus becomes the first person to witness to the Lord publically by his Messi-.  This is significant, for Bartimaeus becomes the first person to witness to the Lord publically by his Messi-

anic title.  Surprisingly for men whose vocation it is to bring people to Jesus, his disciples rebuke the blind man, wish-anic title.  Surprisingly for men whose vocation it is to bring people to Jesus, his disciples rebuke the blind man, wish-

ing to hustle him away from their Master.  He is not deterred, but persists:  ing to hustle him away from their Master.  He is not deterred, but persists:  Have mercy on me!Have mercy on me!    Jesus, in a rebuke of Jesus, in a rebuke of 

his own, asks his disciples to lead the man to him.  This they do.his own, asks his disciples to lead the man to him.  This they do.  

As he is being brought to Jesus, Bartimaeus throws aside his cloak and rushes to him.  These are the actions As he is being brought to Jesus, Bartimaeus throws aside his cloak and rushes to him.  These are the actions 

of a man of deep faith and are meant to be evocative of baptism, where the old man, like a snake skin, is sloughed of a man of deep faith and are meant to be evocative of baptism, where the old man, like a snake skin, is sloughed 

off, as the new man is reborn.  When asked by Jesus, Bartimaeus affirms his faith:  off, as the new man is reborn.  When asked by Jesus, Bartimaeus affirms his faith:  Master, I want to see!Master, I want to see!    Reborn Reborn 

from above and recognizing Jesus as Lord he follows with the disciples along the way.from above and recognizing Jesus as Lord he follows with the disciples along the way.  

Such an account raises many questions:  Do we want to see?  Are we willing to instantly cast off the cloak of our Such an account raises many questions:  Do we want to see?  Are we willing to instantly cast off the cloak of our 

attachments and possessions?  Or do we wish salvation only on our own terms?  Do we follow Jesus, but only so long attachments and possessions?  Or do we wish salvation only on our own terms?  Do we follow Jesus, but only so long 

as things go as planned?  Are we long gone when the path begins to lead steeply upwards, not to Jerusalem the Great, as things go as planned?  Are we long gone when the path begins to lead steeply upwards, not to Jerusalem the Great, 

but to Calvary, the Mount of the Skull?  Do we see and recognize our own blindness or are we filled with an arrogant but to Calvary, the Mount of the Skull?  Do we see and recognize our own blindness or are we filled with an arrogant 

assurance that we already see?  And if we are so filled, how can we approach this altar of salvation and have any room assurance that we already see?  And if we are so filled, how can we approach this altar of salvation and have any room 

within us to receive our Lord and Master?  Pray then brethren to Bartimaeus and ask that he help us learn to really within us to receive our Lord and Master?  Pray then brethren to Bartimaeus and ask that he help us learn to really 

and truly beg with a persistence that will not take and truly beg with a persistence that will not take ‘‘nono’ ’ for an answer.for an answer. 



Is believing in God unscientific and irrational? 
Is believing in God superstitious and a foolish thing to 
do? 
Why should I believe there is life after death and  
complicate my life? 
Is it possible that learning more about God will help me 
be less bored in Mass? 
I want to learn more about my faith but where do I 
start? 
Is faith really that important?  

Book of Remembrance  Submissions 

Every November of each year we 
honor and remember our loved 
ones who have passed away by 
inscribing their names in our Book 
of Remembrance. If you have 
loved ones who have passed away 
and would like them to be includ-
ed in the Book of Remembrance, 
please call the office 503-256-
5850, email  
info@stthereseor.org or drop by 
the office during office hours. They did not have to be 
Catholics, nor had their funeral Mass at Saint Therese.  
Blank sheets are available in the office and at the en-
trance of the church for you to take home and fill up.  

In service to one, in 

service to all! 

Challenging times give rise to saints and 
builders and helpers and community. We 
need to draw closer together in prayer and 
in strength. If you are being called to be a 
Knight, why not talk to a Knight after Mass? 
You are made for honor and service to God. 
Start today! 

 If you answered “yes” to most of the questions please do 
consider attending a come-and-see. Please call 503-256-
5850 or email at stella@sttheresor.org  It is never too late 
to catch that opportunity to learn how building a relation-
ship with God, through the guidance of our Church, truly 
transforms our lives!  

There are answers! 

get your thanksgiving bags ready! 

There is time to prepare your Thanksgiving bags of do-
nations to Saint Vincent de Paul. Please bring them to 
church on Thursday, November 25th, during our 
Thanksgiving Mass at 10:00 a.m.  Our SVDP volunteers 
and the people they serve thank you!  



We believe every person is valuable and sacred. We believe that every person is good, loved, unique and 

unrepeatable. We believe that every person’s life has deep meaning, purpose and worth. In fact, we give 

our lives for that truth. 

The Sisters of Life are women who are in love with Love – Love incarnate, 
crucified, and Risen – and captivated by the truth of the beauty of every 
human person, created in God’s image and likeness. 



God has a unique and beautiful plan of healing for 

you. You don’t need to suffer alone. 

Abortion can leave many women and men suffering from deep 

guilt, shame, pain, anxiety, depression, fear, and feelings of iso-

lation from God and others, sometimes for many years.

Experience the peace and healing that comes when you are able 

to share your burdens with another.

you, in

healing.

ronment that can allow you to enter into Jesus

brace. Nothing 

https://sistersoflife.org/healing-after-abortion/ 

connect with the sisters of life 

Please call 866-575-0075 (USA and International) or  416-463-2722 for Canada.  

You may also email at  hopeandhealing@sistersoflife.org or if you are in Canada,  

toronto@sistersoflife.org.  All conversations are strictly confidential.  



 

 

October 4, 2021 

 

20
th
 ANNUAL KC CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT...  THE CHARITY CLASSIC RESUMES! 

 

A cool day with a little drizzle didn’t dampen the spirits of the 144 golfers who eagerly waited two years for the chari-

ty classic to resume at Glendoveer’s East Course. This year hosted 36 teams and sold out three weeks before the 

tournament date. The three winning teams came ready to play! Tournament winners scored 19 under, the senior 

division winners scored 16 under, and the co-ed division winners came in 15 under. Von Ebert’s Brewing provided a 

wonderful lunch and the PSC was host once again to a fun-filled awards dinner. 

 

We offer our deepest gratitude to players, sponsors and volunteers, who make this tournament possible every year. 

We raised record funds this year to benefit CYO: Catholic Youth Wheelchair Initiative, Coats for Kids, Father 

Tafee’s homes for expectant mothers, and Mt. Angel Abbey. We also support St. Vincent de Paul Society, North-

west Catholic Counseling Center, and Lions Sight and Hearing Foundation, as well as helping students with schol-

arships and tuition assistance.  

 

Special thanks, also, to our wonderful volunteers and our generous sponsors who always appreciate your support. 

Please mark your calendars for next year’s tournament, Sunday, September 11, 2022.  

 

SPONSORS 

 

 

 

   Ken Oliphant, Tournament Director           Jim Swanberg, Grand Knight  

Ash Grove Cement Cal Portland City Home Improvement 

Clyde’s Prime Rib Collision Werks Columbia Ridge Winery 

Domain Serene DSU Peterbilt & GMC Elmer’s 

Farmers Insurance Everyday Deals Glendoveer Golf & Tennis 

Gresham Ford Gartner's Meat Market Keller & Keller Attorneys 

Karen Reinholt Presents In Memory of Jack Jones Jim Swanberg 

Menlo Park Beverage Minuteman Press Nolan’s Point S Tires 

Parr Lumber Realty Brokers Roger and Joan Galles 

Salty’s on the Columbia Schommer and Sons Sports Physical Therapy 

Tom and Joan Webb Troutdale Sand & Gravel William Keller, CPA 

Tom and Sue Walsh Umpqua Bank – Gresham Sta-
tion 

Duane Rodewald at Stuart Part-
ners 
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36 Holes • 4 Indoor Tennis Courts
Covered, Heated Driving Range

503-253-7507
14015 NE Glisan Street, Portland 97230

www.playglendoveer.com

We put the “ready” 
in ready-mixed concrete!

www.troutdalesandandgravel.com

503-665-4121
2205 NE 244th Ave 

Troutdale, OR  97060
“Parishioner for 29 years”

TROUTDALE SAND & GRAVEL

William Keller CPA
   Tax Preparation & Planning 

for Business • Personal  

503-970-5706
Parishioner 

williamkellercpa@gmail.com 

4110 NE 122nd Suite 120 

Portland OR 97230

Kaady Appliances
Nobody beats a Kaady’s Deal!

12404 NE Halsey St. •  Portland, OR 97230 
Sales: (503) 253-3850

www.Kaadyappliance.com

Hard to say ...

easy to work with!

503.281.0752
www.anctilheating-cooling.com

John J. O’Hara

It’s time to consider your estate plan.

Wills w Trusts w Estates 
Personal Injury & Accidents

(503) 255-8795 
ohara@warrenallen.com

A Member of the MassMutual Financial Network

• Life Insurance
• Long Term Care Insurance
• Disability Income Insurance
• Retirement Plans
• IRA, Roth IRA
• 401K Rollover
• Social Security Maximization

Please Contact:

Young Tran, MBA, RFC
Financial Services Professional

(503) 875-8715

Dan McGraw,
Residential Real Estate Agent

Serving with Integrity

503-805-3821
DanMcGraw@JohnLScott.com

Portland Chiropractic Clinic

Motor vehicle accident•work injury•Acute and 
chronic pain•headaches•neck and back pain

Most Insurances Accepted
Please Call for a FREE Consultation! 

503-255-0306
12741 NE Halsey St. (127th & Halsey)

Dr. Kevin Chang, DC
We are here to serve

 our community!

Contact Rob Witte to 
place an ad today! 
rwitte@4LPi.com or 

(800) 950-9952 x2501


