
St. Therese of the Child Jesus Catholic Church and School 
1260 N.E. 132nd Ave., Portland, OR 97230 

503-256-5850 
www.stthereseor.org 

Reconciliation  

Please feel free to call the office to schedule 

an appointment for Reconciliation. 

Sacrament of the Eucharist  

 
           Saturday Vigil Mass . . . . .  5:00 p.m.  
 
           Sunday Mass . . . . . . . . . . . 10:00 a.m. 
 

           Wednesdays . . . . . . . . . . . .  9:00 a.m. 

 
School Office Information 

 

Phone . . . . . . . . (503) 253-9400 

              www.stthereseschool.org 

November 7, 2021 - 32nd Week in Ordinary Time 

Parish Office Information 

 
Office Hours . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Monday to Thursday 

                 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1260 N.E. 132nd Ave. 

                 Portland, OR 97230 

Phone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (503) 256-5850 

Website . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .www.stthereseor.org 

                                 Staff Members 

Pastor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     Rev. Stephen Michael Geer 

Business Manager . . . . . . . . .   Mrs. Penny  Montani 

School Principal . . . . . . . . . . .   Mrs. Rosemarie El Youssef 

Liturgy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Mrs. Stella Armstrong 

Facilities Manager . . . . . . . . .   Mr. Matthew Shelton 

Receptionist . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .   Mrs. Colleen Royle 



St Therese Conference of the St Vincent de Paul 
will be conducting a food drive 

before the Thanksgiving Day Masses 

 
St Vincent de Paul needs your support for its annual Thanksgiving Day food drives. Our conference gives out 
40-60 food boxes a month. The need is constant and we have an uptick in requests over the holidays.  We 
need you to contribute canned foods, non-perishable food items, and cash to allow us to continue our pre-

sent level of support. 
 
Please help us to help needy families. 
 
Please donate canned fruit and vegetables, and pro-
tein items such as canned ham or canned fish. Holi-
day foods such as baking or cake mixes, cranberry 
sauce, or stuffing are much appreciated. Boxes of 
rice, and pasta sides are always needed. All dona-
tions of non-perishable food items are welcome. 
 
Please continue your regular envelope donations to 
the St Vincent de Paul.   
 
Support parish groups in their fall drives for food, 
toiletries, and personal items. 
 
Pray for the success of our food drive. 
 

 

We need and appreciate your gifts of food, toiletries, and monetary donations year round.  This is 
what we accomplished with your donations in the 2020-2021 year. We provided rental assistance to 101 
families, a 60% increase when compared to the previous fiscal year.  We helped 81 families with utility 
bills. We were able to increase the dollar amount of aid provided. We delivered food boxes to 632 fami-
lies. For several months, we were unable to get meat from the food bank and had to buy meat at Winco. 
Because of your generosity, we had the funds to make these purchases. All of this was made possible by 
your donations. 

 At this time we would like to invite you to participate in our food drive at the Thanksgiving mass. Be-
fore the Thanksgiving mass, non-perishable food items will be collected. There are envelopes on the food 
barrel if you prefer to make monetary donations. Please bring canned goods, baking mixes, rice or pasta 
to the Thanksgiving mass.  Thank you for your continued support! 



Travel Back in Time for Fr. Steve’s Homily 

Judgment 
November 22, 2020 

 Sheep and goats have major parts to play in Scripture Sheep and goats have major parts to play in Scripture 

though primarily as symbols for something of greater im-though primarily as symbols for something of greater im-

portance.  In this famous parable the ovine are used as an ex-portance.  In this famous parable the ovine are used as an ex-

ample of sorting between two groups within the same spe-ample of sorting between two groups within the same spe-

cies.  Yet since this is a parable concerning judgment, what cies.  Yet since this is a parable concerning judgment, what 

each type symbolizes is of significance.  That we will be sorted each type symbolizes is of significance.  That we will be sorted 

at our death is a basic doctrine of the Catholic faith; viz. that at our death is a basic doctrine of the Catholic faith; viz. that 

those judged those judged ““goodgood” ” go off to eternal life, those go off to eternal life, those ““badbad” ” to eter-to eter-

nal damnation.  The question of ultimate import then, is by nal damnation.  The question of ultimate import then, is by 

what standard are we to be judged?what standard are we to be judged? 

 It turns out that the sole criterion of human judgment is 

one’s knowledge of Jesus Christ.  Such knowledge (or gnosis) 

must be both of the intellect and relational and of such a qual-

ity that it affects how one lives.  This knowing cannot be facile 

or rote learned only, but must be supernatural as well and as 

a result come to reside in the very depths of one’s soul.  This sanctifying grace of faith, instantiated in baptism, confir-

mation and the Eucharist must then grow through many and varied means in order to be fully integrated into human 

life. 

In the parable, Jesus provides a test as to whether or not this has taken place; namely, the ability of disciples 

to discern in another believer the Lord’s presence.  Such discernment of its nature will lead to action in the face of 

need.  The corporal works of mercy are such dramatic sign posts of human need, that the success or failure to respond 

to Christ in the other when one of these is present is likely reflective of the level of knowledge one has of the Lord.  It 

is this type of knowledge through one’s relationship with Christ, which allows for the Love of God to be seamlessly 

expressed in love of neighbor.   

Please understand that it is not the actions in themselves which save, but rather the knowledge that Christ is 

resident in one’s brother in the selfsame manner that he is in our own soul.  This experienced identity between my-

self, my brother and Christ is demonstrative of that spiritual union that is the very essence of salvation.  The achieve-

ment of union allows for its expression in kenotic action and it is this which blossoms forth in genuine love.  My friends 

such an unfolding proves that the theological virtues of faith, hope and charity have been substantially integrated 

within our hearts.  Ultimately it is this alone which is salvific. 

thanksgiving day mass  

November 25, 2021 

10:00 a.m. 



This year, do right and get to know the Baby! 

 What is the Bible, where does it come from, and what is its purpose? How are Catholics supposed to read the 
Bible and what story does it tell? 
 These are the ever-important questions answered in Genesis to Jesus. Join us to learn the basic Catholic princi-
ples for reading Scripture and to survey the broad outlines of the books of the Bible and their place in the story of 
salvation. 

 Genesis to Jesus is part of the St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology’s dynamic Journey Through Scripture Bible 
study series.  Journey through Scripture is the St. Paul Center’s flagship Bible study program designed to help ordinary 
Catholics grow in their knowledge of the Scriptures while deepening their understanding of the riches of our faith. 
Journey through Scripture takes a holistic approach, looking at the entire Bible and how all of its parts work together. 

Unlock the Gifts of the Holy Spirit: How it works 

Genesis to Jesus   can be accessed online for those who are not yet comfort-
able with in-person work groups. We will also help you set up a small group if 
you would like to walk through the program with your friends. It has a work-
book that will guide you through each of the lessons with the help of your 
leader guide. You may take each lesson at your own pace and at your own 
time.  With the tough challenges we have been experiencing, looking ahead 
about what the next year might be like without deepening our faith could add 
more to the anxiety and fear of the unknown.  Why not give the Holy Spirit 
the opportunity to start guiding us toward clarity, true joy and peace  by help-
ing us get to know the baby Jesus according to the faithful understanding of 
Sacred Scripture? Call the Parish Office 503-256-5850 or email Stella at  
stella@stthereseor.org for more information.  Let’s set our Christmas on the 
right course this year! 



It’s been a challenging time and sometimes fear has a way of blotting out the bigger picture, overshadowing our 
trust in God’s Providence and plan for us. This Thanksgiving we invite you to come to Mass in person with your 
family and join the parish in worship and in thanksgiving. In gathering together to worship and to receive the 
Holy Eucharist we make strong our faith. We make strong our resolve not to let us and our children be 
“separated from the love of God. We may not know what lies ahead but we certainly know that centering our 
family around the Holy Eucharist is one sure step toward a stronger foundation for our family.  

Mark Your Calendar! 

 

Thanksgiving Mass on November 25, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. 

After Jesus died on the cross, the Roman centurian 
thrust a sword into Jesus' side and "at once blood and 
water came out" (Jn. 19:34). That image of the blood 
flowing from Jesus' pierced side has come to symbolize 
the greater love he has for us. That burning love is at the 
center of the devotion to the Sacred Heart. That devo-
tion developed as the Church meditated on the love of 
Jesus and gradually came to understand it better. The 
saint most closely associated with devotion to the Sa-
cred Heart is St. Margaret Mary Alacoque (1647-1690). 
Through Margaret Mary, Jesus requested that we honor 
his Sacred Heart by fervently receiving Holy Communion, 
especially on the First Friday of the month, and offering 
reparation for sins. Jesus gave to Margaret Mary 12 
promises for all those devoted to his Sacred Heart. The 
booklet includes morning and evening prayers, the No-
vena to the Sacred Heart, Prayer of Trust, Prayer for the 
Church, Act of Reparation to the Most Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, Prayer for Healing, Litany to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, and more. Also includes the Twelve Promises of 
Jesus to those who honor his most Sacred Heart and the 
Act of Consecration of the Family to the Sacred Heart.  
Call the Parish Office 503-256-5850 or email Stella at 
stella@stthereseor.org if you would like to join the Heart 
of Jesus Family Worship.  

Heart of Jesus, Heart of Families 



I don’t know what to say when someone asks me what is 
the difference between being Catholic and being a Chris-
tian.  
I don’t know what “transubstantiation” mean. 
I really need help understanding what  “real presence” 
mean. 
I don’t see any difference in what happens in a Christian 
service and what happens in a Catholic Mass.  
I won’t be able to explain when someone asks me what 
“sacrament” means.  
 I am bored or distracted when I go to Mass - to me we just 
repeat the same thing every week.  
I am embarrassed to admit that I am Catholic. 
because people think I am being superstitious or that I be-
long to a cult.  
If all we need is to have a personal relationship with Jesus 
why do we need to go to Mass?  
I think our Catholic ways are outdated and old - we need to 
adapt to modern times.  
Catholics are becoming lukewarm and going to other 
churches because our Mass is not lively and entertaining 
enough. 
I wish I could better explain why I am Catholic. 
I wish I could better explain how I love being Catholic to 
those who would like to know more about my faith.  

Challenging times give rise to 
saints and builders and helpers 
and community. We need to draw 
closer together in prayer and in 
strength. If you are being called to 
help our church please let us 
know.  You are made for honor and 
service to God. Start today! 

Thank you, All Saints’ Mass Team! 

Just so nice to see our Music ministers and Presider 

all smiles after the Mass for All Saints this Monday, 

November 1, 2021. We welcome Mother Mary 

Margaret, accompanist, who has started helping us 

in the Saturday Vigil Mass.  Some exciting news also 

from Brian Haskins, cantor. Brian is a member of 

the Portland Symphonic Orchestra that backed up 

Andrea Bocelli in his Portland concert held on No-

vember 4th.  Fr. Jon Buffington, right, was the pre-

sider for the All Saints’ Mass. Fr. Jon also helped us 

with the Sunday Masses because Fr. Steve is still 

battling colds and sore throat.  Thank you and 

blessing to everyone! 



Leona Antoine 
Mary Basaraba 
Maxine Behm 
Marion Bridenbeck 
Jeremy Burns 
Ernie Casciato 
Brad Cimmiyotti 
 
Patrick Daly 
Mario Flores 
Edward Geer 
Frances Geer 
Jeffrey Ginter 
Brother Martin Gonzales 
Don Guerber 

Gail Hebert 
Juddie Huddleston 
Lisa Joseph 
Charles Karam 
Doyle Keough 
Bienvenido Lumbera 
Patrick McMillan 
Terri Munro 
Barbara Netz 
 
Virginia (Jeannie) Pfeiffer 
Papa J. Roberts 
Dorothy Rose 
Diane Rothery 
Joanne Scabery 
Joe Schudawa 

Dear Heavenly Father, We Remember 
Every November of 
each year we honor 
and remember our 
loved ones who have 
passed away by in-
scribing their names in 
our Book of Remem-
brance. If you have 
loved ones who have 
passed away and 

would like them to be included in the Book of 
Remembrance, please call the office 503-256-
5850, email  
info@stthereseor.org or drop by the office 
during office hours. They did not have to be 
Catholics, nor had their funeral Mass at Saint 
Therese.  Blank sheets are available in the 
office and at the entrance of the church for 
you to take home and fill up.  
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36 Holes • 4 Indoor Tennis Courts
Covered, Heated Driving Range

503-253-7507
14015 NE Glisan Street, Portland 97230

www.playglendoveer.com

We put the “ready” 
in ready-mixed concrete!

www.troutdalesandandgravel.com

503-665-4121
2205 NE 244th Ave 

Troutdale, OR  97060
“Parishioner for 29 years”

TROUTDALE SAND & GRAVEL

William Keller CPA
   Tax Preparation & Planning 

for Business • Personal  

503-970-5706
Parishioner 

williamkellercpa@gmail.com 

4110 NE 122nd Suite 120 

Portland OR 97230

Kaady Appliances
Nobody beats a Kaady’s Deal!

12404 NE Halsey St. •  Portland, OR 97230 
Sales: (503) 253-3850

www.Kaadyappliance.com

Hard to say ...

easy to work with!

503.281.0752
www.anctilheating-cooling.com

John J. O’Hara

It’s time to consider your estate plan.

Wills w Trusts w Estates 
Personal Injury & Accidents

(503) 255-8795 
ohara@warrenallen.com

A Member of the MassMutual Financial Network

• Life Insurance
• Long Term Care Insurance
• Disability Income Insurance
• Retirement Plans
• IRA, Roth IRA
• 401K Rollover
• Social Security Maximization

Please Contact:

Young Tran, MBA, RFC
Financial Services Professional

(503) 875-8715

Dan McGraw,
Residential Real Estate Agent

Serving with Integrity

503-805-3821
DanMcGraw@JohnLScott.com

Portland Chiropractic Clinic

Motor vehicle accident•work injury•Acute and 
chronic pain•headaches•neck and back pain

Most Insurances Accepted
Please Call for a FREE Consultation! 

503-255-0306
12741 NE Halsey St. (127th & Halsey)

Dr. Kevin Chang, DC
We are here to serve

 our community!

Contact Rob Witte to 
place an ad today! 
rwitte@4LPi.com or 

(800) 950-9952 x2501


