
St. Therese of the Child Jesus Catholic Church and School 
1260 N.E. 132nd Ave., Portland, OR 97230 

503-256-5850 
www.stthereseor.org 

Reconciliation  

Please feel free to call the office to schedule 

an appointment for Reconciliation. 

Sacrament of the Eucharist  

 
           Saturday Vigil Mass . . . . .  5:00 p.m.  
 
           Sunday Mass . . . . . . . . . . . 10:00 a.m. 
 

           Wednesdays . . . . . . . . . . . .  9:00 a.m. 

 
School Office Information 

 

Phone . . . . . . . . (503) 253-9400 

              www.stthereseschool.org 

November 14, 2021 - 33rd Week in Ordinary Time 

Parish Office Information 

 
Office Hours . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Monday to Thursday 

                 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1260 N.E. 132nd Ave. 

                 Portland, OR 97230 

Phone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (503) 256-5850 

Website . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .www.stthereseor.org 

                                 Staff Members 

Pastor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     Rev. Stephen Michael Geer 

Business Manager . . . . . . . . .   Mrs. Penny  Montani 

School Principal . . . . . . . . . . .   Mrs. Rosemarie El Youssef 

Liturgy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Mrs. Stella Armstrong 

Facilities Manager . . . . . . . . .   Mr. Matthew Shelton 

Receptionist . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .   Mrs. Colleen Royle 



Mark Your Calendar: Thanksgiving Day Mass 
Thursday, November 25, 2021 

10:00 a.m. 

 Do not miss the blessed opportunity of welcoming our inquirers  to the second step of their journey into faith! 
Since August 6th of this year, our inquirers have been faithfully  discerning the call to continue their search for the 
one true source of hope and love.  For the very time they will be publicly presented during the Sunday Mass on No-
vember 28, 2021. Help strengthen their resolve to continue in their journey with your presence in the Holy Mass.  
 The Rite of Acceptance into the Order of Catechumens (Rite of Acceptance) is the first of the “threshold rites” 
of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA), and the first public ritual. In the Rite of Acceptance, a change of 
identity takes place: those previously known as inquirers become catechumens. They are officially welcomed by the 
Church as disciples, members (albeit not yet full members) of the household of faith. The text calls this rite “the first 
consecration by the Church”1 of those seeking Christian initiation. They are literally marked with the cross of Christ 
as God’s own. This Rite is celebrated only with candidates (those already baptized –usually in another Christian de-
nomination—who are uncatechized and seeking reception into the full communion of the Catholic Church).  

November to Remember! 

Mark Your Calendar: Rite of Acceptance and Welcome 
Sunday, November 28, 2021 

During the Sunday Mass at 10:00 a.m. 



Fr. Steve’s Homily 

 

  There were thirteen trumpetThere were thirteen trumpet--shaped donation recepta-shaped donation recepta-
cles located throughout the Temple precincts.  Since dona-cles located throughout the Temple precincts.  Since dona-
tions were of coinage, the coins would make an obvious sound tions were of coinage, the coins would make an obvious sound 
as they were tossed down the trumpet mouth:  the more as they were tossed down the trumpet mouth:  the more 
coins, the louder the sound.  The wealthy were said to give coins, the louder the sound.  The wealthy were said to give 
ostentatiously for the reason that their donations were always ostentatiously for the reason that their donations were always 
heard by many.  Though their contributions were significant, heard by many.  Though their contributions were significant, 
having been made out of their surplus wealth, they produced having been made out of their surplus wealth, they produced 
little spiritual effect.  This type of giving is considered superfi-little spiritual effect.  This type of giving is considered superfi-
cial by the Lord because it has as one of its primary purposes cial by the Lord because it has as one of its primary purposes 
the puffing up of the donorthe puffing up of the donor’’s ego, especially since giving of this s ego, especially since giving of this 
type was then and is now so lavishly rewarded and acknowl-type was then and is now so lavishly rewarded and acknowl-
edged.  edged.    

  Jesus cares nothing about such matters and teaches his Jesus cares nothing about such matters and teaches his 
disciples just why the impoverished widowdisciples just why the impoverished widow’’s donation of a few s donation of a few 
cents is far superior to the donations of the wealthy.  Her two cents is far superior to the donations of the wealthy.  Her two 

small coins would have made little evident sound when they were slipped into the treasury and no onesmall coins would have made little evident sound when they were slipped into the treasury and no one’’s head s head 
would have turned in order to take notice.  Moreover, the giving of two coins versus one suggests that she had would have turned in order to take notice.  Moreover, the giving of two coins versus one suggests that she had 
given all she had, a supposition which the Lord confirmed:  given all she had, a supposition which the Lord confirmed:  Amen, I say to you, this poor widow put in more than Amen, I say to you, this poor widow put in more than 
all the other contributors to the treasury.  For they have all contributed from their surplus wealth, but she, from all the other contributors to the treasury.  For they have all contributed from their surplus wealth, but she, from 
her poverty, has contributed all she had, her whole livelihood.her poverty, has contributed all she had, her whole livelihood.      

The phrase The phrase her whole livelihoodher whole livelihood  could also be translated as could also be translated as ‘‘her whole substance.her whole substance.’  ’  In other words, the In other words, the 
widowwidow’’s giving is most clearly seen as a sacrificial donation of her entire self.  By emphasizing this with his disci-s giving is most clearly seen as a sacrificial donation of her entire self.  By emphasizing this with his disci-
ples, Jesus teaches them the nature of divine giving ples, Jesus teaches them the nature of divine giving ––  that type of giving which is reflective of the image of God in that type of giving which is reflective of the image of God in 
which we mankind has been created.  When giving is done sacrificially from the heart of the soul, then that which which we mankind has been created.  When giving is done sacrificially from the heart of the soul, then that which 
is given is received back in an enhanced way, for such is given is received back in an enhanced way, for such ‘‘reckless generosityreckless generosity’ ’ mirrors the selfmirrors the self--emptying of God him-emptying of God him-
self.  Hence, it is the Son whom she receives in exchange, a reality made clear in the Sermon on the Mount with self.  Hence, it is the Son whom she receives in exchange, a reality made clear in the Sermon on the Mount with 
the first Beatitude:  the first Beatitude:  Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of HeavenBlessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.  An exchange wherein our .  An exchange wherein our 
selfself--donation is magnified by the substance of the Son of God, is, of course, the very essence of the Sacrament we donation is magnified by the substance of the Son of God, is, of course, the very essence of the Sacrament we 
are here gathered to celebrate.are here gathered to celebrate.  

Sacrificial Giving 
November 7, 2021 

“Jesus Christ, our God and our Redeemer, is rich in the fullest and perfect possession of all 
things: we, on the other hand, are so poor and needy that we have nothing of our own to offer 
Him as a gift. But yet, in His infinite goodness and love, He in no way objects to our giving and 
consecrating to Him what is already His, as if it were really our own.” - Pope Leo XIII, in Annum 
Sacrum. 



Count our blessings because of Parish Staff - 
most of the work done for Liturgy are 
"hidden" and unseen because they happen 
when the church is empty. We are blessed 
with Penny, our Business Manager, and 
Matt, our Facilities Manager, who go over 
and above their pay grade to help make Lit-
urgy a worship in beauty and reverence. 
They did not give their stamp of approval to 
the Remembrance Scrolls until they were 
certain the scrolls were in perfect symmetry. 
Their honest feedback and expertise are al-
ways most appreciated!  



Welcome to Dean and Gilbert 

New Knights of Columbus Members 

Thank you and blessings because of the St. Therese 
Knights of Columbus - their support to help keep 
the Parish safe, their support in Liturgy and their 
involvement in Liturgy itself bode excellently well 
as we prepare for the many liturgical celebrations 
we will have beginning from Thanksgiving of this 
year to next year's Christmas 2022, highlighted by 
Archbishop Sample's Pastoral Visit in November, 
2022. We give thanks because of more men who 
are stepping up and showing courage to live as 
godly men.  The Knights had the special occasion to 
welcome new members Dean and Gilbert in their 
Exemplication Ceremony held last Tuesday,  
November 2, 2021.   

In service to one, 

In service to all! 



Call 503-256-5850 or email stella@stthereseor.org if you want to 
join the Genesis to Jesus Bible Study Program. You have the option 

to take it online, in person, or both!  We start December 5th! 

Heart of Jesus, Heart of Families 

One family, One Heart at a Time 
 
Reclaim our family from fear and uncertainty by drawing close 
to the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. We may not know for sure 
what the future holds but giving to Jesus a minute of each day, a 
minute at a time as a family, is the key to opening up our home 
to his gift of peace.  

As family, select an image of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
Put the image of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in a place that is accessible to 

all members of your household.  
As a family, decide when, what time of each day, that you will gather for 

a minute as a family in front of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
Assign a “timekeeper” for each day: someone who will call everyone to 

gather around the Sacred Heart of Jesus at the appointed time. The 
timekeeper is also the one who is responsible for letting everyone 
know that one minute is up.  

Gather quietly or pray silently for one minute.  Or you may say aloud as 
a family: “Thank you, Heart of Jesus, for today.”  

The family decides if they want to increase the time to two, three 
minutes.  

The family might want to try praying Padre Pio’s prayer: “Most Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, we put our trust in You. Amen.”  

Do this everyday as a family.  

To Start: 

Let the Parish Office know that you are joining 
the Heart of Jesus, Heart of Families Devotion. 
We will have a special Book of Intentions for the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Devotion. All families who 
pray together to the Sacred Heart of Jesus will 
be included in the Intentions Book. Please call 
503-256-5850 or email  
info@stthereseor.org if you have any questions. 
If you need the image of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus (above) printed, please swing by the Par-
ish Office and we will print you one.  

Gather Around the Heart of Jesus! 



St Therese Conference of the St Vincent de Paul 
will be conducting a food drive 

before the Thanksgiving Day Masses 

 
St Vincent de Paul needs your support for its annual Thanksgiving Day food drives. Our conference gives out 
40-60 food boxes a month. The need is constant and we have an uptick in requests over the holidays.  We 
need you to contribute canned foods, non-perishable food items, and cash to allow us to continue our pre-

sent level of support. 
 
Please help us to help needy families. 
 
Please donate canned fruit and vegetables, and pro-
tein items such as canned ham or canned fish. Holi-
day foods such as baking or cake mixes, cranberry 
sauce, or stuffing are much appreciated. Boxes of 
rice, and pasta sides are always needed. All dona-
tions of non-perishable food items are welcome. 
 
Please continue your regular envelope donations to 
the St Vincent de Paul.   
 
Support parish groups in their fall drives for food, 
toiletries, and personal items. 
 
Pray for the success of our food drive. 
 

 

Is believing in God unscientific and irrational? 
Is believing in God superstitious and a foolish thing to 
do? 
Why should I believe there is life after death and  
complicate my life? 
Is it possible that learning more about God will help me 
be less bored in Mass? 
I want to learn more about my faith but where do I 
start? 
Is faith really that important?  

 If you answered “yes” to most of the questions 
please do consider attending a come-and-see. Please 
call 503-256-5850 or email at stella@sttheresor.org  It 
is never too late to catch that opportunity to learn 
how building a relationship with God, through the 
guidance of our Church, truly transforms our lives!  

Be the Reason Someone Gets to Make the Right Decision! 
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36 Holes • 4 Indoor Tennis Courts
Covered, Heated Driving Range

503-253-7507
14015 NE Glisan Street, Portland 97230

www.playglendoveer.com

We put the “ready” 
in ready-mixed concrete!

www.troutdalesandandgravel.com

503-665-4121
2205 NE 244th Ave 

Troutdale, OR  97060
“Parishioner for 29 years”

TROUTDALE SAND & GRAVEL

William Keller CPA
   Tax Preparation & Planning 

for Business • Personal  

503-970-5706
Parishioner 

williamkellercpa@gmail.com 

4110 NE 122nd Suite 120 

Portland OR 97230

Kaady Appliances
Nobody beats a Kaady’s Deal!

12404 NE Halsey St. •  Portland, OR 97230 
Sales: (503) 253-3850

www.Kaadyappliance.com

Hard to say ...

easy to work with!

503.281.0752
www.anctilheating-cooling.com

A Member of the MassMutual Financial Network

• Life Insurance
• Long Term Care Insurance
• Disability Income Insurance
• Retirement Plans
• IRA, Roth IRA
• 401K Rollover
• Social Security Maximization

Please Contact:

Young Tran, MBA, RFC
Financial Services Professional

(503) 875-8715

Dan McGraw,
Residential Real Estate Agent

Serving with Integrity

503-805-3821
DanMcGraw@JohnLScott.com

Portland Chiropractic Clinic

Motor vehicle accident•work injury•Acute and 
chronic pain•headaches•neck and back pain

Most Insurances Accepted
Please Call for a FREE Consultation! 

503-255-0306
12741 NE Halsey St. (127th & Halsey)

Dr. Kevin Chang, DC
We are here to serve

 our community!

Contact Rob Witte to 
place an ad today! 
rwitte@4LPi.com or 

(800) 950-9952 x2501

Full Service Law Firm
Wills w Trusts w Estates
Business w Real Estate

Landlords’ Rights
Personal Injury & Accidents

(503) 255-8795
contact@warrenallen.com

John J. O’Hara - Retired


