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Our MissiOn stateMent

st. Francis Xavier is a cathOlic- Jesuit parish 

ignited by the eucharist 

tO pray, serve, dO Justice, and lOve.

‘You are the light of the world.’
~Matthew 5:13-16
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Pastor

As we ease into Ordinary Time, an invitation to pray with your imagination – into Relationship

Have you ever used your imagination when you pray?  For example, have you ever placed yourself in the scene of a 
gospel narrative and tried to recreate it, to experience the scene first-hand?  If you’re like me, you probably most often 
engage in either rote prayer or ‘thought-centered’ conversations with God – conversations in which we give thanks or 
ask for something we need.  

But the imagination can be a powerful tool in prayer.  Ignatian contemplation, for example, is a form of prayer in which 
I’m invited to let go of the ‘thinking’ part of my brain, recreate a scene so as to have a lived experience in my mind, and 
then reflect on that experience as a way to see God at work in my life.  It’s a way of letting go and allowing God to work 
through our creativity.

Engaging in Ignatian contemplation can be fruitful, but it takes practice.  If, for example, you choose to reflect on John’s 
account of Jesus’ first miracle at the Wedding at Cana, you would read the passage a few times and then insert yourself 
into the story.  Maybe you’d choose to be Jesus?  Maybe one of the disciples?  Maybe the wine steward?  Place yourself 
concretely in the scene using your senses.  What do you hear?  What do you smell?  What are you wearing?  And then 
allow the narrative to play out in your mind, noting what happens and how what happens affects you. 

In my own journey into the complexity of this prayer method, I have garnered a precious possession, which was found 
on a beach while waiting for the ferry to Dublin at Holyhead. It is a small, oval piece of rock, about 2.5 x 2 cm, which was 
cleaved from a large boulder. On the dark surface, one can see a mass of minute crystals that sparkle in the light and are 
arranged in delicate bands less than a millimeter wide - varying in color from white to a soft reddish-gold. It is rather 
beautiful, but that is not why I brought it home. I kept it because it represents for me the entire 14 billion year story of 
the Universe. I often hold the rock during spiritual direction conversations, as it helps keep me focused on the story 
that is unfolding before me. It is a constant reminder that the story of the Incarnate Christ and Creation are intimately 
present, and, more practically, it prevents me from being too much in the room.

The beginning and the end of the story of this rock can be told fairly easily. It is the middle of the story that is more 
challenging, it is the middle of the story that requires imagination. What is involved is the dance of the continents, a 
slow and stately affair involving travels of not more than a few centimeters a year - about the rate at which fingernails 
grow. Geologists call this dance ‘plate tectonics,’ and it is a story that has emerged only recently. Richard Fortey has 
noted that, “The story of geology has been one of letting go of permanence: from a world created just as it should be by 
God, we now have world in flux.”  In this dance my piece of rock has travelled the world.   It is not surprising that when 
retreatants are asked where they “find God,” they most often respond, “in nature.” Never have I heard: “in a clear-cut 
forest,” “a polluted river” or “an over-crowded city.” We are drawn to God in creation – just as we are drawn to healthy 
community. As a spiritual director, understanding how individuals pray in creation is a great help toward understand-
ing their relationship with God and offers insights into where and how consolation is working in prayer. 

I find that when I use my imagination to pray, I am often surprised (a clear sign that the Holy Spirit is in charge) by 
something that happens, something someone says, something I’m reminded of, or simply how the scene makes me feel.  
These surprises often become sources of wonderful, prayerful reflection.  I learn things about myself, or my relationship 
with God that I would have missed if I used my usual ‘thinking-based’ methods of prayer.

Using the imagination to pray can be difficult; it’s not always easy for our minds to stop thinking so we can experience 
something more creatively.  But I invite you to give it a try.  I find it a refreshing form of prayer that often leads me to a 
deeper understanding about both myself and my relationship with God.  In these days of winter cold and dark morn-
ings, take a journey with Christ.  It might be to Cana or around the world, or it might be into your own heart – wherever 
you find yourself Christ will there waiting just for you.
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Supplies Needed for Child Care Center

The Child Care Center at St. Francis Xavier is look-
ing for diaper wipes, sanitizing wipes, and boxes of 
facial tissue.  These particular items are always in 
demand and will help  support our Center “Bottom 
Line”.  Please bring your donations to the church or 
parish office and place them in the baskets in the 
back of the church.  On behalf of all the little ones, I 
thank you!

Angie Colbert, Director
St. Francis Xavier Child Care Center

Because some days are just messier than others ...
might you assist us?
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St
. FranciS Xavier

Welcome!
We are delighted you are here.

celebrating sunday all the way home:

On the way home from Mass consider asking: 

What does it mean to be a light for the world?

                    
 
       

Mass Scriptures for the Month of February, 2020

 Saturday 2/8 Isa. 58:7-10                     
  Ps. 112
  1 Cor. 2:1-5
  Matt. 5:13-16
 Sunday 2/9 Isa. 58:7-10   Fifth Sunday in OrdT.
  Ps. 112
  1 Cor 2:1-5
  Matt. 5:13-16
 Monday 2/10 1 Kings 8:1-7, 9-13 St. Scholastica
  Ps. 132
  Mark 6:53-56
 Tuesday 2/11 1 Kings 8:22-23, 27-30 Our Lady of Lourdes
  Ps. 84
  Mark 7:1-13
 Wednesday 2/12 1 Kings 10:1-10
  Ps. 37
  Mark 7:14-23
 Thursday 2/13 1 Kings 11:4-13
  Ps. 106
  Mark 7:24-30
 Friday 2/14 1 Kings 11:29-32; 12:19  Sts. Cyril, and
  Ps. 81  Methodius
  Mark 7:31-37
 

                    
       Mass Intentions for The Month of February, 2020

 Saturday 2/8 Vince Harrington
 Sunday 2/9 For the People*
  Angeline Tripp
  John Keefe 
 Monday 2/10 Doris Burger
 Tuesday 2/11 Vince Harrington
 Wednesday 2/12 Eleanor Jennings
 Thursday 2/13 Doris Burger
 Friday 2/14 Herman Stoll
 Saturday 2/15 Michael Rollin
 Sunday 2/16 Shelton Williams
  For the People*
  Angeline Tripp
 Monday 2/17 Tom Shoen
 Tuesday 2/18 Doris Burger
 Wednesday 2/19 Sheila Combo

May --- 
Andrew Hasquet, Bill Booker, 

Emma Neuman, Jack Berry, Jim Caplis, 
Ray Hoffman, Wayland Hood, 

Claire Hoyt Bastien, Laura Fellin, Rose Jahner, 
Bruce Peterson, Justin Roness, 

and Agnes Gerra
receive His healing and consolation.

            Prayers 

Baptism Class

Our next baptism class will be held 
on Sunday, February 16th from 
1 - 3:30 in Reidy Hall.  

Please call Pam or Autumn in the 
parish office to register.
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Ignite 
WHO: 6th—8th Graders 

WHERE: St. Anthony Parish, 217 Tremont, Missoula 

WHEN: Fri. Feb. 14, 6 pm—Sat. Feb. 15, 7 pm 

COST: $35 (checks payable to St. Anthony Parish) 
 Scholarships available 
HOW: Register with parish youth minister or online 

BRING:  Snack to share, pillow & sleeping bag, toiletries 
  and a friend! 

Missoula Area 
 Junior High 

 Retreat 

Legendary Lodge 2020 Registration is Open 

Camps are already starting to fill for Legendary Lodge 
where campers experience, prayer, Mass, Reconciliation, 
Swimming, Hiking, Archery, Bonfires and much, much 
more. 
This joy-filled experience of Faith is also a time to con-
nect with friends, create memories and build on Faith 
that lasts a lifetime. 
Unique camps are offered for kids from 5th to 11th grade.
No child will be turned away for financial reasons, so 
make your plans before camps are full!

More details and registration are at 
legendarylodge.org 
Or contact Lois Synness at 406-389-7068

Faith, Hope and Love . . . Are these present in your 
marriage?  Have you given up hope that they can be?

In 1 Corinthians 13:13 Jesus tells us the greatest of these is 
Love.  Living in a marriage that is missing love can be difficult.  
If you have given up hope that your marriage can and will get 
better, ask your spouse to consider attending a Retrouvaille 
program.  Retrouvaille is an international Christian-based 
ministry that offers a three-stage program to help couples 
improve their marriages.  First, a weekend program is attended, 
followed by post-weekend meetings.  Finally, an on-going 
monthly small group of couples gather for support and growth.  
If improving your marriage is important to you, reach out 
today.  For more information about an upcoming Retrouvaille 
Weekend program for couples, contact registration team: at 
1-800-470-2230 or visit our website: www.HelpOurMarriage.
com Retrouvaille  February 21-23, 2020, at the Ursuline 
Centre, Great Falls. 

Your participation is needed - 

Thank you to everyone who has already made their 
pledge or payment to the Annual Catholic Appeal. This 
important, annual drive provides funding for the myriad 
programs offered throughout the Diocese of Helena. As 
always, thank you for your generosity and most of all 
your PARTICIPATION in the Annual Catholic Appeal!

40 Days for Life

The Spring 2020 40 Days for Life campaign is being 
conducted in Missoula, from February 26 – April 5, 2020. 
The site is the Blue Mountain Clinic (610 N. California at 
W. Broadway) daily, from 8:00 AM – 6:00 PM. It is part of 
a world-wide, prayerful, peaceful effort to end abortion, 
highlighted by the recent hit movie: “Unplanned”. This 
campaign is a tremendous opportunity to honor God’s 
command to put our faith into action by preaching the 
Gospel.

For more details, call Brad Tschida 
at (406) 546-4349, email him at: brad@tschida.org, 
or go to www.40daysforlife.com/missoula .

Please consider viewing 
Bishop Vetter’s weekly YouTube 

video either on our Facebook page 
St. Francis Xavier Church 
(shared every Friday) or at 

diocesehelena.org

Save the Date!

Cathedral of St. Helena
•	 Rite of Election - Sunday, March 1st at 3:00 pm
•	 Chrism Mass - Thursday, April 2nd  at 5:00 pm

SonLight - Friday, October 9th



5

420 West pine street, Missoula Mt, 59802          406.542.0321       sfxmissoula.org

FebRuaRy 9, 2020 

the FiFth sunday        in ORdinaRy tiMe  

Happening at the Parish

Happening in the Community

St. Francis Xavier Parish will often use parishioner likeness in print, video, website or in social media sites 
for the purpose of sharing our church community with others.

Collections for February 2, 2020    Regular - 8409.50   Loose -1055.86      Catholic Schools - 410.00          Online 2441.00        
Thank you for your generous giving!

Catholic Engaged Encounter February 21-23 Butte buttehelenaee@gmail.com

Youth Retreat ‘Ignite’ Jr. High 6th & 8th graders Friday, February 14th 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm Saturday, February 15th 

Strong Couples Workshop Fridays February 21st thru March 20th Christ the King contact: Kirsten 728.3845 X225 
khangas@ctkmsla.org (Deadline to register 2/17/20) 

Out of State Job Opening St. Nicholas Catholic School (PreK-6) in Rupert, ID is seeking a principal to start in August 
2020. For more information and the application visit www.stnicholasrupert.org or contact Dr. Sarah Quilici at the Diocese 
of Boise (208) 342-1311 squilici@rcdb.org

Lenten Retreat  Fr. Michael Joncas will be leading a Lenten retreat at Blessed Trinity on March 7-10, 2020. 

Planning a Baptism? We are thrilled to be blessed with so many families wishing to have their young ones brought 
into the church through the Sacrament of Baptism.  Please note that the Diocese of Helena requires that those wishing 
to have infants receive the Sacrament must first attend one of our baptism classes. Additionally, as it is appropriate to 
welcome your child in to our community during mass, St. Francis Xavier designates certain weekends each month in 
which to do so, with the exception of the seasons of Advent and Lent when no baptisms are scheduled. We strongly en-
courage you to consult with Autumn Schwenk, our parish secretary, at 542.0321 as to which dates are available prior to 
inviting out of town guests to share this special event with you. Thank you for adherence to this policy and for planning 
your child’s baptism with us!

Baptism Class Our next baptism class will be held on Sunday, February 16th from 1 - 3:30 in Reidy Hall.  Please call 
Pam or Autumn in the parish office to register.

Eucharistic Adoration On the First Friday of the month 8:30 am until Noon and on Wednesdays  8:30 am until 3:00 
pm you are invited to pray before the Blessed Sacrament. If you can devote an hour or have questions please contact 
Kathy our facilitator 406.251.3704  

Mom’s Group Meets Thursdays 9:30 -11:00 am in the Loyola Center. 

Mary Martha Knitting Ministry Looking for knitters! We will meet on the 3rd Thursday of the month from 11:00 
am - 1:00 pm in the Parish Center.

Women’s Scripture Study Our 2020 Scripture Study is The Gospel of Matthew with Fr. Jack Bentz, S.J. as our facilita-
tor it meets on Thursday mornings from 10:00 am to 11:30am in the Loyola Center. Contact Brian Johnson for more 
information 406.926.9797

Ash Wednesday Mass  February 26th celebrated at 8:00 am, Noon, and 7:00 pm

Novena of Grace March 4th - 12th Presenter and theme to be announced.
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Abortion
stops a beating heart 4,400

times a day
Priests for Life - Fr. Pavone

Montana Right to Life Educational Trust
1900 N. Last Chance Gulch, #C

Helena, MT 59601-9963[ ]

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
Tax Preparation/Business Accounting

jwhaley@whaleycpa.com
542-3482

530 North Orange St.

James H. WHaley
Parishioner

(406) 721-1550

1550 South Avenue West
Missoula, MT 59801

Kevin A. Miltko , D.D.S.
Family Dentistry

Over 20 Years Experience
Repair or Replacement

Auto Glass

543-4577
Free Mobile Service

Jeff & Denise Tribble - Owners/Parishioners

Tom Harrington, J.D., Realtor®

(406) 949-0007
Residential & Commercial
Save $$$ with my 4% Listing!
Parishioner | Curtis Real Estate

Tom Harrington, J.D., Realtor®

(406) 949-0007
Residential & Commercial
Save $$$ with my 4% Listing!
Parishioner | Curtis Real Estate

1705 W. Broadway • www.missoulafuneralhomes.com
(406) 543-4190

Linda Ries, MD • Alan Thomas, MD • Patrick Archie, MD
Sarah “Sally” Scott, MD.• Michael Snyder, MD 

John W. Linford, MD • Siobhan Lynch, MD

500 W. Broadway - 728-2539
2827 Fort Missoula Rd - 327-3911

Hematology & Oncology
Montana Cancer Specialists 111 EAST SPRUCE ST.

543-5171

1201 BURLINGTON  AVE.
543-7798

LAUNDRY • DRY CLEANING • DUST CONTROL
LINEN, UNIFORM & COVERALL RENTALS

LAUNDRY & DRY CLEANING  Dial 543-5171
LINEN SUPPLY  Dial 549-0454

Joe Topel
MISSOULA 

TEXTILE
SERVICES

HELLGATE CONOCO
Your Full Service Repair and Service Center

711 E. Broadway
Missoula, Montana 59802
728-9966       549-7504

Ross Grenfell, ASE Certified Mechanic Parishioner

Kelly M. Driscoll
Wills, Estates, and Family Law
406-356-6546 
www.montanalegaljustice.com

Montana 
Legal Justice PLLC

 Brett R. Felton, DMD
728-0896 |1750 Brooks St. | Missoula

www.themissouladentist.com

FELTON
•DENTAL CARE•

St. Mary Cemetery
Start planning today
(406) 543-7951
cfcshelena.org CATHOLIC FUNERAL & CEMETERY SERVICES

A MINISTRY OF THE DIOCESE OF HELENA

Passion for kids?
Turn your passion into a rewarding 

career that gives you more time with 
your family and great income.

Start your own in-home childcare pro-
gram with MyVillage today and  

join our fast growing community of 
others in Missoula doing the same!

Learn more at www.MyVillage.com/Sunday

Looking for affordable, high-quality childcare?
Check out our growing community of in-home 
childcare programs across Missoula, and see 

why parents rave about them.
Learn more at MyVillage.com/Schools

Looking for affordable, high-quality childcare?
Check out our growing community of in-home 
childcare programs across Missoula, and see 

why parents rave about them.
Learn more at MyVillage.com/Schools

Looking for affordable, high-quality childcare?
Check out our growing community of in-home 
childcare programs across Missoula, and see 

why parents rave about them.
Learn more at MyVillage.com/Schools

John Neuman, Agent  | 406-728-6811

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC+, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266, 
877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Mountain West Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company/ Laramie, WY. Farm Bureau Life Insurance 
Company+*/ West Des Moines, Iowa. +Af�liates. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services.
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Contact Scott Rimer to place an ad today! 
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