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Our MissiOn stateMent

st. Francis Xavier is a cathOlic- Jesuit parish 

ignited by the eucharist 

tO pray, serve, dO Justice, and lOve.

‘The Lord God formed man out of the clay of the ground 
and blew into his nostrils the breath of life, and so man 
became a living being.’

~Genesis 2:7
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"Turn away from sin and be faithful to the Gospel" 

On the first day of Lent we bless ashes and we wear them. We wear them as a sign of penance during this season of penance. 
We wear them also as a badge of who we are as Christians, followers of Christ, committed to him and to what he stands 
for. Everyone who sees us will witness this badge of our Christian commitment. Our public proclamation of who we are 
demands that we follow up with action.  The Lenten readings summon us to return to a God who is slow to anger and rich 
in mercy, who gives back the joy of salvation and sustains a willing spirit and who knows how our hearts can turn quietly to 
him. Paul summons Christians to be ambassadors to reconciliation, because God made him who did not know sin to be sin, 
so that in him we might become the very holiness of God. 

Turn away from accusation turn toward embrace Turn away from judgment turn toward acceptance  Turn away from 
exclusion turn toward belonging…. Ash Wednesday is a peculiar liturgical celebration that fascinates us. Its distinguish-
ing mark is the tracing of a black cross, made out of ashes, across the forehead. The ashes come from the palms of last year’s 
triumphant but almost mock entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem. 

The question, then, arises: How will you be spending Spring this year? Take your lead from that reading from the Prophet 
Joel. “Return to me with your whole heart; rend your heart, not your garments.” Lent is a time for returning to God in the 
language of prayer. 

We all speak many languages. We speak in neat sequences of cause and effect, 
knowing what we want to say and saying it with something like a measurable logic. 
We speak in quantum jumps, leaping or lurching from point to point, never quite 
sure of what it is we want to say but trying nonetheless to say it. We speak in signs 
and symbols. We speak with knowing indirection and we speak indirection, and 
we speak evasively, sometimes knowing how much we want to dodge confrontation, 
sometimes not at all aware of how hard we are to track down, or even to follow.   
But in all these worlds of discourse, of thought and feeling, no language is quite 
so fundamental or so important as one that many of us are not even aware that we 
speak, the language of prayer. 

Prayer starts without words and often ends without them. It knows its own evasions 
its own infinite variety of dodges. It works some of the time in signs and symbols, 
lurches is when it must, leaps when it can, has different kinds of magic at its disposal. 
The point is that it knows what it is doing even when what it knows is that it does not know what it would like to know. 
Prayer’s world is a world of honesty where are we face ourselves.  Prayer is a primary language – a primordial discourse in 
which we assert, however clumsily or eloquently, our own being before God. If we are ever honest with ourselves, it must be 
in prayer.  Sometimes the honesty comes because we are confident that nobody can overhear us, not the God in whom we 
have such shaky faith, not anybody we know, not even ourselves.  As we grunt, or moan, or shout our prayers.  Sometimes 
the honesty comes because we do not know who it is that is listening, because we feel sure that there is a listener somewhere 
in us or outside us, because we know from experience that what we have said has been heard.

During this Lenten season, let us accept that we are ashes and dust, made transcendent by the sacrificial love and grace of 
Jesus Christ. Let us fast, to find freedom from the things that sometimes own us—whether alcohol or internet, caffeine or 
gossip. Let us give alms, that we might transcend our small selves and manifest the great love we have received. Turn away 
from accusation turn toward embrace Turn away from judgment turn toward acceptance  Turn away from exclusion 
turn toward belonging ....    

Lent is the time to start breathing again.  It is the time to open our hearts to the breath of the One capable of turning our 
dust into humanity. Our signed foreheads signal a journey of renewal through death to all that wrenches us from the love of 
God and neighbor, to the joy of victory over death at Easter, and continuing hope for life in the Spirit, when the ashes and 
dust of death will be no more.   

Praying

It doesn’t have to be the blue iris, it could be
weeds in a vacant lot, or a few
small stones; just
pay attention, then patch

a few words together and don’t try
to make them elaborate, this isn’t
a contest but the doorway

into thanks, and a silence in which
another voice may speak.          

- Mary Oliver  

Pastor
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Stations of the Cross Audio

We encourage you to go to our website  
sfxmissoula.org and listen to the Audio 
which compliments our Way of The Cross 
booklet.

                    
       Mass Intentions for The Month of February, 2020

 Saturday 2/29 Loretta Bezdicek

  Mass Intentions for The Month of March, 2020

 Sunday 3/1 Shirley Colyer
  Cara Wherley
  For the People*
 Monday 3/2 Adalia Kenck
 Tuesday 3/3 Doris Ann Burger
 Wednesday 3/4 Shirley Colyer
  Dennis C. Osborne
 Thursday 3/5 Bill Sweeny
 Friday 3/6 Donald Francis Tomlinson
 Saturday 3/7 For the People*
 Sunday 3/8 Shirley Colyer
  Iginio Fellin
  Megan Marie Harrington*
 Monday 3/9 Mercedes ‘Cookie’ Velasco

May --- 
Fr. Stephen Tallman, Dale Hickman, 

and Irene Roe
rest in peace in Our Lord’s Loving arms.

May --- 
Ken Bentz,  Larry Blazevich, The Williams Family, 

Kathleen Roberts, Andrew Roller, Andrew Hasquet, 
Jim Caplis, Ray Hoffman, 

Laura Fellin, and Bruce Peterson, 
receive His healing and consolation.

            Prayers 

                    
 
       

Mass Scriptures for the Month of February, 2020

 Saturday 2/29 Isa. 58:9b-14
  Ps. 86
  Luke 5:27-32

Mass Scriptures for the Month of March, 2020

 Sunday 3/1 Gen. 2:7-9; 3:1-7 First Sunday of Lent
  Ps. 51
  Rom. 5:12-19
  Matt. 4:1-11
 Monday 3/2 Lev. 19:1-2, 11-18
  Ps. 19
  Matt. 25:31-46
 Tuesday 3/3 Isa. 55:10-11  St. Katherine Drexel
  Ps. 34
  Matt. 6:7-15
 Wednesday 3/4 Jon. 3:1-10  St. Casimir
  Ps. 51
  Luke 11:29-32
 Thursday 3/5 Esther C:12, 14-16, 23-25
  Ps. 138
  Matt. 7:7-12
 Friday 3/6 Ezek. 18:21-28
  Ps. 130
  Matt. 5:20-26
   
   

On the way home from Mass consider asking: 

Do you trust God?

celebrating sunday all the way home:

Welcome!
We are delighted you are here.

From Your Catholic Foundation 

Did you know that your Catholic Foundation partners with your 
parish and diocese to offer charitable gift annuities that sup-
port the future of our Catholic Church?  Consider this – you 
can make a gift, receive income for life, and support the parish 
or Catholic ministry designed by you…forever!  Your gift also 
qualifies you for the valuable Montana Endowment Tax Credit, 
and the annuity can be personalized to meet your financial and 
charitable goals.  

Our annuity payout rates are typically better than bank CD rates.  
For example, right now the payout rate for a 70 year old is 5.1%. 
To learn more about the benefits of a charitable gift annuity visit 
www.fdoh.org or call the Foundation for the Diocese of Helena 
at (406) 389-7051. 

Your Catholic Foundation’s mission is to serve and strengthen 
the people, parishes, ministries, and apostolic mission of the 
Diocese of Helena. 
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Everybody prays!  People pray whether or not they call it prayer.  We pray every time we ask for help, understanding, or 
strength in or out of the context of faith.  Who and what we are comes out of us whether we know it or not.  Our move-
ments, our stillness, the expression on our faces, our tone of voice, our actions, what we dream and daydream, as well as 
what we actually put into words – all of this says who and what we are.

To pray is to listen, and hear this self who is speaking.  In prayer we say who in fact we are – not who we should be, nor 
who we wish, but who we are.  All prayer begins with this honest confession.  This lent we are offering five opportunities 
to discover or perhaps rediscover this place of honesty, this place of prayer.  Why not join us!

Join in all five opportunities or pick which ones appeal to you most.

March 3rd – Imaginative Prayer with Mary Ann Bigelow
March 10th – Rosary with Debbie Sullivan
March 24th – Prayer through Poetry with Fr. Steve Lantry
March 31st – Prayer through Music with Lisa Weber
April 7th – Artistic Intuitive Journaling with Zoli Browne

Each workshop meets at 6:00pm in Reidy Hall (basement of St. Francis Xavier Parish).  Light refreshments will be pro-
vided.  Please contact Autumn Schwenk at SFX with any questions at 542-0321 or by email aschwenk@sfxmissoula.org

Novena of Grace
March 4th - 12th, 2020            

In the waning days of winter, when we are tired and crave quiet, solitude 
and warmth consider the comfort of the Novena of Grace.  

This year the Novena of Grace is centered on the theme of:   

          Healing
 
St. Francis Xavier offers nine days of prayer and retreat for those who find themselves weary and longing for God.  
Grounded in our celebration of the Eucharist, the Novena Masses will be held for nine consecutive days and feature 
a reflection by our presenter Fr. Steve Lantry, S.J.  There will be live music, and prayers of petition and thanksgiving 
through the intercession of St. Francis Xavier. We also offer individual prayer / blessings at the end of Mass, as well as 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation throughout the nine days. Although the Novena of Grace is a Catholic prayer tradi-
tion in Jesuit communities, it is open to people of all faiths.  It affords all who participate time to reflect, and to open 
one’s self to God’s Spirit and the healing grace that rejuvenates and transforms our lives.  
   Thank you for joining us.

   No sign up is necessary. The event is free and open to all.
 
        St. Francis Xavier Church – March 4 -12, 2020       
   Novena Masses : Weekdays Noon & 7 pm  &  Saturday, & Sunday Noon
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420 West pine street, Missoula Mt, 59802          406.542.0321       sfxmissoula.org

MaRch 1, 2020 

the FiRst sunday       in Lent     

Happening at the Parish

Happening in the Community

St. Francis Xavier Parish will often use parishioner likeness in print, video, website or in social media sites 
for the purpose of sharing our church community with others.

Collections for February 23, 2020    Regular - 6735.50  Loose -1558.83     Ash Wednesday - 90.00    Maintenance - 100.00    
Online - 888.80        Thank you for your generous giving!

Lenten Fish Fry Knights of Columbus Councils and St. Anthony Parish are sponsoring a Lenten Fish Fry on Fridays 
during Lent (February, 28, March 6, 13, 20, 27, April 3). It will be held at St. Anthony Parish Activity Center, from 5:30 to 
7 p.m. Dinner prices are $9 for ages 13 and over; $5 for ages 5-12, free for children under 5, $30 for family (mother, father 
and children under 18), $6 for Campus Ministry students with UM ID. Stations of the Cross at 5 p.m. and Mass at 5:30 
p.m. precede the Fish Fry.

CYC Convention March 27-29 Grades 9-12 Don’t miss this awesome opportunity for high school youth! Contact 
Shai at 406-491-1970 or shai.lafleur@gmail.com for more details.

40 Days for Life The Spring 2020 40 Days for Life campaign is being conducted in Missoula, from February 26 – April 
5, 2020. For more details, call Brad Tschida at (406) 546-4349, brad@tschida.org, or www.40daysforlife.com/missoula .

Montana Catholic Men’s Conference In the steps of Saint Joseph March 21 8:30 am - 4:00 pm Brondel Center 
Cathedral of St. Helena register at www.mtcatholicmen.org Presenters Bishop Vetter, Fr. David Severson, & Doug Tooke

Trip to the Holy Land April 12-22, 2021 Under the Spiritual Direction of Fr. Bart Tolleson for more information: 
Karen Fishman, kfishman@sthelenas.org 406.442.5825

Eucharistic Adoration On the First Friday of the month 8:30 am until Noon and on Wednesdays  8:30 am until 3:00 
pm you are invited to pray before the Blessed Sacrament. If you can devote an hour or have questions please contact 
Kathy our facilitator 406.251.3704  Please note: On March 4th & 11th 8:30 am until 11:00 am.

Mom’s Group Meets Thursdays 9:30 -11:00 am in the Loyola Center. 

Mary Martha Knitting Ministry Looking for knitters! We will meet on the 3rd Thursday of the month from 11:00 
am - 1:00 pm in the Parish Center.

Men’s Lenten Breakfast 6:30 am Wednesdays in Reidy Hall: 3/4/20 Luke 24:13-35 Road to Emmaus  - M. Brown & Fr. 
Bentz, 3/11/20 The Book of Job - R. Freeman, 3/18/20 Isaiah 53:1-12 The Suffering Servant - M. Bloomdahl & Fr. Lantry, 
3/25/20 Psalm 22:1-32 - M. Stergios & Fr. Bentz, 4/1/20 Jack McCoy Breakfast - J. Brosious & Fr. Carver, 4/8/20 Stations 
of the Cross/Holy Anointing - Fr. Carver.

Experiencing Prayer through Different Forms Workshops are Tuesdays through Lent, March 3rd, 10th,  24th, 
31st and April 7th at 6pm in Reidy Hall. Contact Autumn for more info. 542.0321

Novena of Grace March 4th - 12th The theme this year is Healing and our presenter will be Fr. Steve Lantry, S.J. 
Daily Novena Mass at Noon and 7:00 pm and on Saturday and Sunday at Noon.

Mass in honor of St. Patrick  Saturday, March 14th at 8:00 am followed by Tea in Reidy Hall! To learn more 
about the days events including the Parade and Banquet please contact friendsodirishstudies.com
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Abortion
stops a beating heart 4,400

times a day
Priests for Life - Fr. Pavone

Montana Right to Life Educational Trust
1900 N. Last Chance Gulch, #C

Helena, MT 59601-9963[ ]

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
Tax Preparation/Business Accounting

jwhaley@whaleycpa.com
542-3482

530 North Orange St.

James H. WHaley
Parishioner

(406) 721-1550

1550 South Avenue West
Missoula, MT 59801

Kevin A. Miltko , D.D.S.
Family Dentistry

Over 20 Years Experience
Repair or Replacement

Auto Glass

543-4577
Free Mobile Service

Jeff & Denise Tribble - Owners/Parishioners

Tom Harrington, J.D., Realtor®

(406) 949-0007
Residential & Commercial
Save $$$ with my 4% Listing!
Parishioner | Curtis Real Estate

Tom Harrington, J.D., Realtor®

(406) 949-0007
Residential & Commercial
Save $$$ with my 4% Listing!
Parishioner | Curtis Real Estate

1705 W. Broadway • www.missoulafuneralhomes.com
(406) 543-4190

Linda Ries, MD • Alan Thomas, MD • Patrick Archie, MD
Sarah “Sally” Scott, MD.• Michael Snyder, MD 

John W. Linford, MD • Siobhan Lynch, MD

500 W. Broadway - 728-2539
2827 Fort Missoula Rd - 327-3911

Hematology & Oncology
Montana Cancer Specialists 111 EAST SPRUCE ST.

543-5171

1201 BURLINGTON  AVE.
543-7798

LAUNDRY • DRY CLEANING • DUST CONTROL
LINEN, UNIFORM & COVERALL RENTALS

LAUNDRY & DRY CLEANING  Dial 543-5171
LINEN SUPPLY  Dial 549-0454

Joe Topel
MISSOULA 

TEXTILE
SERVICES

HELLGATE CONOCO
Your Full Service Repair and Service Center

711 E. Broadway
Missoula, Montana 59802
728-9966       549-7504

Ross Grenfell, ASE Certified Mechanic Parishioner

Kelly M. Driscoll
Wills, Estates, and Family Law
406-356-6546 
www.montanalegaljustice.com

Montana 
Legal Justice PLLC

 Brett R. Felton, DMD
728-0896 |1750 Brooks St. | Missoula

www.themissouladentist.com

FELTON
•DENTAL CARE•

St. Mary Cemetery
Start planning today
(406) 543-7951
cfcshelena.org CATHOLIC FUNERAL & CEMETERY SERVICES

A MINISTRY OF THE DIOCESE OF HELENA

Passion for kids?
Turn your passion into a rewarding 

career that gives you more time with 
your family and great income.

Start your own in-home childcare pro-
gram with MyVillage today and  

join our fast growing community of 
others in Missoula doing the same!

Learn more at www.MyVillage.com/Sunday

Looking for affordable, high-quality childcare?
Check out our growing community of in-home 
childcare programs across Missoula, and see 

why parents rave about them.
Learn more at MyVillage.com/Schools

Looking for affordable, high-quality childcare?
Check out our growing community of in-home 
childcare programs across Missoula, and see 

why parents rave about them.
Learn more at MyVillage.com/Schools

Looking for affordable, high-quality childcare?
Check out our growing community of in-home 
childcare programs across Missoula, and see 

why parents rave about them.
Learn more at MyVillage.com/Schools

John Neuman, Agent  | 406-728-6811
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877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Mountain West Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company/ Laramie, WY. Farm Bureau Life Insurance 
Company+*/ West Des Moines, Iowa. +Af�liates. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services.
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Parishioner, LSH ‘82

Contact Dave Hyde to place an ad today! 
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