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Our MissiOn stateMent

st. Francis Xavier is a cathOlic- Jesuit parish 

ignited by the eucharist 

tO pray, serve, dO Justice, and lOve.

‘The Lord God has given me a well-trained tongue, that I might know  
 how to speak to the weary a word that will rouse them.’

~Isaiah 50:4-7
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Welcome!
We are delighted you are here.

celebrating sunday all the way home:

On the way home from Mass consider asking: 

We heard today that Jesus obeyed his Father’s will, even when he was scared and he faced certain death. 
How do you understand God’s will for you?                     

 
      
 Mass Scriptures for the Month of April, 2020

 Saturday 4/4 Ezek. 37:21-28  St. Isidore
  Jer. 31
  John 11:45-56
 Sunday 4/5 Isa. 50:4-7  Palm Sunday of
  Ps. 22            the Passion of the Lord
  Phil. 2:6-11
  Matt. 26:14 - 27:66
 Monday 4/6 Isa. 42:1-7              Monday of Holy Week
  Ps. 27
  John 12:1-11
 Tuesday 4/7 Isa. 49:1-6             Tuesday of Holy Week
  Ps. 71
  John 13:21-33, 36-38
 Wednesday 4/8 Isa. 50:4-9a          Wednesday of Holy Week
  Ps. 69
  Matt. 26:14-25
 Thursday 4/9 Exod. 12:1-8, 11-14 Holy Thursday
  Ps. 116            of the Lord’s Supper
  1 Cor. 11:23-26
  John 13:1-15
 Friday 4/10 Isa. 52:13-53:12                  Friday of the
  Ps. 31                             Passion of the Lord
  Heb. 4:14-16, 5:7-9
  John 18:1- 19:42 

            Prayers 

May --- 
Chad Beers, Emma Neuman, Arlene Kochel, 

Justin Roness,  Larry Blazevich, The Williams Family, 
Kathleen Roberts, Andrew Roller, Andrew Hasquet, 

Jim Caplis, Ray Hoffman, Laura Fellin, 
and Bruce Peterson.

receive His healing and consolation.

May --- 
August Harborway, and Maise McNamara

rest in peace in Our Lord’s Loving arms.

LiveStream Recording of our
Sunday 10:00 am Mass 

onFacebook

If you do not have a Facebook account and wish 
to view our next live stream Mass, please follow 
the instructions on our website sfxmissoula.org 

Though all public Masses are 
suspended, our Church is open 

daily for personal prayer.

Monday - Friday 7am - 4pm
Saturday & Sunday 11am-4pm

                    
       Mass Intentions for The Month of April, 2020

 Saturday 4/4 Bridget & Bill Matalaski*
 Sunday 4/5 For the People*
  Grace Collins
  Allen Fetscher
 Monday 4/6 Tim Burger
 Tuesday 4/7 Patrick Mangan
 Wednesday 4/8 Sheila Combo
 Thursday 4/9 Cathy Urban*   Holy Thursday
 Friday 4/10    Good Friday
 Saturday 4/11 For Parishioners*                 Vigil of Easter 
 Sunday 4/12 Kate Deeds  EASTEr SundAy
  Betty Himmelsbach
  Doris Burger
 Monday 4/13 Linda Novelli*
 Tuesday 4/14 Doris Ann Burger
 Wednesday 4/15 Emma Wherley
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Holy Week: A Primer - Fr. Carver, SJ 
Oh happy fault, O necessary sin of Adam, which gained for us so great a Redeemer. 

~Exultet, from the Easter Vigil~ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Beginning in Jerusalem sometime between 349 and 386 AD, the celebration of Holy Week has 
become the touchstone for the liturgical life of the entire Church—especially since its revival in 
1955, under Pius XII, and its reform after Vatican II. In this coming week, as we celebrate Jesus’ 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem, followed by his betrayal, death, and resurrection, we place ourselves 
in the founding mystery of the Church—the Pascha (i.e., Pass-over) celebration of our faith 
tradition. With that in mind, I thought it might help us enter more fully as a community into this 
season to understand better some of its elements. 
  
Palm/Passion Sunday Recalling the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem for the final time, a story 
recalled in all of the gospels, Passion Sunday highlights Jesus‘ role as Messiah (a Hebrew word, 
translated through the Greek as “Christ”). Coming into the city on a mule, as was predicted of the 
Messiah by the Prophets, Jesus rides over branches and cloaks that are laid out as they would be for 
a king, so that the king would not be dirtied. The song the people sing, “Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord. Hosanna!” refers, in the Prophet Isaiah, directly to the Messiah. It is this 
which leads the Jewish leaders to see in Jesus such a threat. In waving palms, at the beginning of 
mass, we identify ourselves, not with the leaders, but with the people, who saw Jesus as the 
“Anointed One” (i.e., Christ or Messiah), and we welcome him into Jerusalem—the home of the 
King of Israel since the days of David. 
  
Holy Thursday In the Catholic tradition, Holy Thursday begins with a Chrism Mass, 
celebrated by the local bishop. Although, for practical purposes, this mass is often celebrated earlier 
in Lent (this year it is the 12 of April), it is meant to recall the unity of the Church around the 
bishop, and the healing grace which comes from that. All the holy oils—the oil of the 
catechumenate, the oil of the infirm, and the sacred chrism—are blessed at this mass by the bishop, 
for use during the year, as a sign of this unity. Likewise, priests and deacons from all over the 
diocese are encouraged to attend, as representatives of the bishop to particular communities. The 
oils are taken from this mass and brought to each church community (including St. Francis) during 
the Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper, where they are stored in a place of honor.  The 
primary mass of Holy Thursday, however, is the Mass of the Lord’s Supper—indeed, no other mass 
is allowed on that day in any parish. This mass signals the beginning of the Triduum (which means 
“three days”) where we will recall the central story of our faith: the death and rising of Jesus. 
   
The Mass of the Lord’s Supper, though it recalls the institution of the Eucharist, begins not with 
the Eucharist, but with the washing of feet, and the gospel of John, which tells of this rite. In taking 
the role of foot-washer, Jesus does the work of the least important servant, and thus binds himself, 
absolutely, to the poor. This is how he chooses to begin the Passover meal, in which all Jews recall 
their liberation from Egypt and from slavery. It is at Passover that Jesus institutes the Eucharist, 

Beginning in Jerusalem sometime between 349 and 386 AD, the celebration of Holy Week has become the touch-
stone for the liturgical life of the entire Church—especially since its revival in 1955, under Pius XII, and its reform 
after Vatican II. In this coming week, as we celebrate Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, followed by his betray-
al, death, and resurrection, we place ourselves in the founding mystery of the Church—the Pascha (i.e., Pass-over) 
celebration of our faith tradition. With that in mind, I thought it might help us enter more fully as a community 
into this season to understand better some of its elements.

Palm/Passion Sunday 

Recalling the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem for the final time, a story recalled in all of the gospels, Passion Sunday 
highlights Jesus‘ role as Messiah (a Hebrew word, translated through the Greek as “Christ”). Coming into the city 
on a mule, as was predicted of the Messiah by the Prophets, Jesus rides over branches and cloaks that are laid out as 
they would be for a king, so that the king would not be dirtied. The song the people sing, “Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord. Hosanna!” refers, in the Prophet Isaiah, directly to the Messiah. It is this which leads the 
Jewish leaders to see in Jesus such a threat. In waving palms, at the beginning of mass, we identify ourselves, not 
with the leaders, but with the people, who saw Jesus as the “Anointed One” (i.e., Christ or Messiah), and we wel-
come him into Jerusalem—the home of the King of Israel since the days of David.

Holy Thursday 

In the Catholic tradition, Holy Thursday begins with a Chrism Mass, celebrated by the local bishop. Although, for 
practical purposes, this mass is often celebrated earlier in Lent (this year it is the 12th of April), it is meant to recall 
the unity of the Church around the bishop, and the healing grace which comes from that. All the holy oils—the oil 
of the catechumenate, the oil of the infirm, and the sacred chrism—are blessed at this mass by the bishop, for use 
during the year, as a sign of this unity. Likewise, priests and deacons from all over the diocese are encouraged to 
attend, as representatives of the bishop to particular communities. The oils are taken from this mass and brought 
to each church community (including St. Francis) during the Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper, where they 
are stored in a place of honor. The primary mass of Holy Thursday, however, is the Mass of the Lord’s Supper—in-
deed, no other mass is allowed on that day in any parish. This mass signals the beginning of the Triduum (which 
means “three days”) where we will recall the central story of our faith: the death and rising of Jesus.

The Mass of the Lord’s Supper, though it recalls the institution of the Eucharist, begins not with the Eucharist, but 
with the washing of feet, and the gospel of John, which tells of this rite. In taking the role of foot-washer, Jesus does 
the work of the least important servant, and thus binds himself, absolutely, to the poor. This is how he chooses to 
begin the Passover meal, in which all Jews recall their liberation from Egypt and from slavery. It is at Passover that 
Jesus institutes the Eucharist, and the symbolic connection between his death and this feast fill our liturgy: 

Holy Week: A Primer - Fr. Carver, SJ

Oh happy fault, O necessary sin of Adam, 
which gained for us so great a Redeemer.

         -Exultet, from the Easter Vigil~
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Passover was a celebration of freedom and the holiest meal of the Jewish year, when Jews would gather with their 
whole family to break the unleaven bread (i.e., Matzah), and drink several ritual glasses of wine, offered in thanks-
giving to God who had rescued them from slavery; the main food was a sacrificed lamb—the lamb of God—shared 
among them. In instituting the Eucharist (a word that means “thanksgiving”) Jesus uses the ritual bread and one of 
the ritual cups of wine, saying “This is my body” and “This is the covenant of my blood,” thus suggesting that he gives 
his life to the people before anyone can take it from him, and also suggesting that this gift (this sacrifice) is a new 
covenant to replace the covenant of Moses begun in Passover.

After mass, the consecrated host—the same bread given to the disciples—is carried in procession to an altar of 
repose, a sign of Jesus departure to the Garden and then to his arrest. We sing in this procession to celebrate this 
birthday of the Mass and the grace that Christ leaves us, permanently, in the real presence of the Eucharist. Mean-
while, the altar is stripped, as we face the trial and death of Jesus.

Good Friday 

The one day on which Mass is never said, this is the day to recall the death of Jesus, and his acceptance of even 
this degree of humanity. The liturgy of Good Friday—“good” because of its blessing to us—is one of sorrow and 
humility, where we pray with Jesus and watch as he empties himself completely into the hands of God, while never 
ceasing to love, even to the last. In John’s gospel, this is Jesus’ Hour of Glory, since he is raised up in love and fully 
unites our human loss with God’s gracious receiving. For this reason, we venerate the cross, honoring this “tree” 
where love is triumphant.

Holy Saturday 

This day recalls Jesus in the tomb, and is meant to be a day of quiet and prayer. According to tradition, Jesus, who 
has descended fully into death, goes to the dead and liberates them. One of the great icons is Jesus meeting Adam, 
and lifting him up in the redemption—the reunion with God—that Christ effects. It is the day when we are invited 
to look back with wonder at the painful graces offer to us and for us throughout the previous two days.

The Triduum 

Literally, “three days” recalling the death and resurrection of Christ—ends with the holiest celebration of the Church 
year: the Great Vigil of Easter. Since ancient days, this celebration of Christ’s resurrection from the dead has been 
the time when the story of our salvation has been told and new members have been welcomed into our company. 
In our own day, especially since Vatican II and the restoration of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, this 
has been the day when women and men are baptized and confirmed into the Church. The Vigil, and indeed, all of 
Easter is marked by the fundamental symbols of our faith, and understanding these may help us better enter into 
this holy season.

Much more could be said that can’t fit here. Yet, in all these symbols, in these holiest of days, one symbol is great-
est of all: us—the community gathered. For Christ became what we are, so that we might become what he is. Look 
around at our community of St. Francis Xavier and see the sacrament of Christ in each one here—in each one we 
can see the death and the glorious resurrection of love.



5

420 West pine street, Missoula Mt, 59802          406.542.0321       sfxmissoula.org

apRil 5, 2020 

palM sunday oF the passion oF ouR loRd      

Easter & Its Symbols

It is on Sunday that we assemble, because Sunday is the first day: the day on which God transformed darkness and 
matter and created the world, and the day on which Christ our Savior rose from the dead. ~Justin, 2nd Century

Fire & Light

The Easter Vigil begins with the lighting of the great fire and blessing of the Paschal Candle. This fire represents 
the power of the Spirit, which drives back the darkness in the raising of Jesus, and the movement of new life in 
the light of Spring. The Easter candle, which recalls the pillar of fire that led Israel through the desert, ignites all 
the other candles, without ever losing any of its own light—as Jesus’ sharing out of God’s grace feeds us without 
diminishing him.

Further, as the cross was raised three times during the Good Friday service, so the candle is raised three times, 
as we proclaim and give thanks for Christ our light, who dispels the darkness. Then, as the People of God enter 
into their house of light, the great and ancient hymn of Easter—the Exsultet (a command, meaning “Rejoice”)—is 
sung, while all hold up their lights in the joy of Christ’s rising.

The Easter candle is marked by the Presider with five pins, suggesting the wounds of Christ, which remain with 
him, even when he is glorified in resurrection. Also, there are symbols on the candle, including the date and the 
Alpha and Omega, suggesting that Jesus is Lord both of history and eternity.

Water & Passage

Throughout the Vigil, we hear many readings— the history of salvation, from creation to the resurrection, is 
remembered. At the center of these readings is the Exodus from Egypt, the liberation of the Jewish people, as a 
preface of our liberation in the Passover of Christ. As Israel is called through the Red Sea, so we turn to the waters 
of baptism, where we (and our Elect) cross over to life in Christ. Thus, the priest blesses the waters with the Eas-
ter candle: a sign of the Exodus; a sign of unity (e.g., fire with water, heaven with earth); and a sign of birth (e.g., 
the feminine image of water meeting the masculine image of the candle). Indeed, the water means many things, 
including the womb, where life begins, and the tomb, from which Christ rises.
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Abortion
stops a beating heart 4,400

times a day
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