
saint FRancis xavieR paRish  
septembeR 20, 2020

Our MissiOn stateMent

st. Francis Xavier is a cathOlic- Jesuit parish 

ignited by the eucharist 

tO pray, serve, dO Justice, and lOve.

‘Open our hearts, O Lord, to listen to the words of your Son.’

~ Acts 16:14b
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Welcome!

We are delighted you are here.

celebrating sunday all the way home:
 

On the way home from Mass consider asking: 

Have you ever felt that you have been treated unfairly? 
When have you ever received undeserved generosity?

May --- 
Bob Burger, David House, Belinda Nowatzke, 

Agnes Gerra, and  Larry Blazevich
receive His healing and consolation.

May --- 
Marion Olsen

 rest in peace in Our Lord’s Loving arms.

Reminder:

The Parish office is open 8:00 am 
until Noon Monday thru Thursday 
please note that Autumn will receive 
your calls remotely in the afternoon 
until 4:00 pm. Let us know if you 
or a loved one is in need of pastoral 
care. 542.0321

Prayers

Join us !
Daily weekday Mass: 8:00 am

Weekend Liturgies:

5:00 pm Saturday with 8:00 am, 10:00 am, & 6:00 pm 
on Sunday (10:00 am will be live streamed)

Reconciliation: 
Saturday 3:00 to 4:30 pm or by appointment

Eucharistic Adoration:   9:00 – 3:00 pm Wednesdays, 
   9:00 – 12:00 pm First Fridays

                    
     Mass Intentions for The Month of September, 2020

 Saturday 9/19 Jan & Rich Wherely*
 Sunday 9/20 Ron Cloninger
  James Giuliani
  For the People*
 Monday 9/21 Shannon & Rob Bell*
 Tuesday 9/22 Sheila Combo
 Wednesday 9/23 Fr. Steve Lantry*
 Thursday 9/24 June Marie Susen
 Friday 9/25 Harry & Frances Warner
 Saturday 9/26 For the People*
 Sunday 9/27 Robert Wermers*
  Joseph Giuliani
  The Beausoleil Family*

        
             
  
 Mass Scriptures for the Month of September, 2020

 Saturday 9/19 1 Cor. 15:35-37, 42-49  St. Januarius
  Ps. 56
  Luke 8:4-15
 Sunday 9/20 Isa. 55:6-9  25th Sunday in OrdT.
  Ps. 145
  Phil. 1:20c-24, 27a
  Matt. 20:1-16a
 Monday 9/21 Eph. 4:1-7, 11-13 St. Matthew
  Ps. 19
  Matt. 9:9-13
 Tuesday 9/22 Prov. 21:1-6, 10-13
  Ps. 119
  Luke 8:19-21
 Wednesday 9/23 Prov. 30:5-9     St. Pius of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio)
  Ps. 119
  Luke 9:1-6
 Thursday 9/24 Eccles. 1:2-11
  Ps. 90
  Luke 9:7-9
 Friday 9/25 Eccles. 3:1-11
  Ps. 144
  Luke 9:18-22
 Saturday 9/26 Eccles. 11:9--12:8 Sts. Cosmas & Damian
  Ps. 90
  Luke 9:43b-45
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septembeR 20, 2020 

the 25th sunday            in ORdinaRy time  

420 West pine street, missoula mt, 59802          406.542.0321       sfxmissoula.org

Collections for September 6, 2020    Regular - 4684.00    Loose - 617.00    Assumption - 2.00     Catholic Home Missions 
- 100.00   Family Promise - 15.00   Maintenance - 505.00   Online - 6341.80 

Collections for September 13, 2020    Regular - 2392.00    Loose - 943.00    Assumption - 5.00     Catholic Home Missions 
- 315.00    Maintenance - 415.00   Online - 3107.00 Thank you for your generous giving!

Knights of Columbus Parking Lot Sale 
for the Hugo Foundation
Saturday, September 26th from 9am-3pm

(will be moved to St. Anthony’s if weather is bad)
Donations accepted at the Knights of Columbus Hall on 
Friday, September 25th from 10am to 5:30pm or other 
times by calling Dan Norman at 240-9371.

The Hugo Foundation is a non-profit 501c3 established to 
help Fr. Hugo who was a priest temporarily assigned to 
the Helena Diocese.  Fr. Hugo is back in Songea, Tanzania, 
Africa.  He faces many challenges establishing a parish in a 
poverty stricken area.  100% of the proceeds from the sale 
will go to the Hugo Foundation.

Please enter your recipes on our 
website jot form!

Reminder  deadline for submissions 
is October 18th.

Questions contact Autumn 542.0321

We invite you to 
learn more about 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd!

Weekly Atrium Sessions begin Sept. 29, 2020
Tuesday: 9:30am to 11:00am
Wednesday: 4:30pm to 6:00pm
Thursday: 9:30am to 11:00am

For more information please see sfxmissoula.org or 
give Brian Johnson our Director of Faith Formation a 
call 406.926.9797 bjohnson@sfxmissoula.org
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Faith Doing Justice 

“Racism is an evil which endures in our society and 
in our Church. Despite apparent advances and even 
significant changes in the last two decades, the real-
ity of racism remains. In large part it is only external 
appearances which have changed.” So begins Brothers 
and Sisters to Us, the Catholic Bishops of the Unit-
ed States, pastoral statement on racism, written in 
1979. Over forty years later, communities within the 
United States continue to struggle with conversations 
and challenges that have racial components. Recent 
events in communities across the country, academic 
research and reports, and the caustic rhetoric that 
marks conversations about refugees and migrants, all 
provide ample evidence that there is still much work 
to do. As Christians, we are called to constantly ex-
amine our own hearts and consciences for how we 
might contribute to or break down racial divisions, 
intolerance, and discrimination. The increasing need 
for healing, that comes from an fuller understanding 
and acknowledgement of the lived reality of people 
and communities of color, cannot be understated. 
Lost lives need to be mourned; traumatized families 
and broken communities need to be healed. And this 
is an issue that concerns everyone, because the lives 
and dignity of children, as well as the health of com-
munities, depend on it.

ECOLOGICAL JUSTICE, Part 4

Effects of Climate Change on the Poorest of the Poor       

A New York Times Article from August 8th, 2019 reports that according to a new United Nations report, the world’s land 
and water resources are being exploited at “unprecedented rates,”  which combined with climate change is putting dire 
pressure on the ability of humanity to feed itself. A half-billion people already live in places turning into desert, and soil is 
being lost between 10 and 100 times faster than it is forming, according to the report.

Climate change will make those threats even worse, as floods, drought, storms and other types of extreme weather threaten 
to disrupt, and over time shrink, the global food supply.  Cynthia Rosenzweig, a senior research scientist at the NASA God-
dard Institute for Space Studies writes that “The potential risk of multi-breadbasket failure is increasing,” she said. “All of 
these things are happening at the same time.”
 

Some authors also suggested that food shortages are likely to affect poorer parts of the world far more than richer ones. 
Another potential effect would be that it could increase a flow of immigration. “People’s lives will be affected by a massive 
pressure for migration,” said Pete Smith, a professor of plant and soil science at the University of Aberdeen. “People don’t 
stay and die where they are. People migrate.”
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An invitation to choose

For sixty years I have been unfaithful
but not for one second has this flowing toward me
ceased or slowed.
    (Rumi, 1207-1273)

 Envious of God---it’s a strange notion, isn’t it?  Does any of us think that we envy God?  It’s a ques-
tion worth thinking about.
 This Sunday’s Gospel presents us with a third parable in a row that challenges our thinking about 
the One who sent Jesus to be with us as one like ourselves.
 All these parables invite us into the world of God’s kingdom; but in order to enter, we must entrust 
ourselves to this mysterious God whose thoughts and words are so different from ours.
 There are two elements that we stumble over in this story from Matthew that we’re likely to miss.  
The first is one is that the vineyard owner never says that he needs more workers.  He seems to be hiring 
them at all hours of the day simply because he finds them idle---no one else has hired them to work.  The 
owner seems to realize that their families might not have enough to eat that evening if they don’t find work.
 The second element we’re likely to stumble over is the grumbling of the first workers to be hired, 
those who agreed to the daily wage, those who “bore the heat of the day.”  Why did they grumble?  Because 
the owner, who was rich, could have paid them more, but instead paid them the same as everyone else.  
They are resentful both of his generosity to those hired late in the day, and resentful of what they perceive 
as his lack of generosity to them.  Inside the world of the parable, their resentment makes perfect sense.  
But inside the world of God’s kingdom, one of abundance and generosity, their resentment makes no sense 
at all.
 What the parable challenges so starkly is our notion of fairness.  And perhaps this is the real scandal 
of these parables: God is not fair, not at all.  God does what we think should never be done: God allows all 
manner of evils, both natural disasters and our own sinfulness.  We want to see people pay their debts and 
get only what they deserve; but the God of Jesus is a generous, compassionate, and forgiving God, One who 
constantly invites us into a world of abundance, generosity, forgiveness, and reconciliation.
 To live in God’s kingdom here on earth we need to relinquish our notions of what is fair and unfair.  
Life is neither fair nor unfair; life is only life, what it is.  Like those in the parables of these last three weeks, 
we are invited to choose, either to live in a world of forgiveness, kindness, and generosity, or a world of 
unrepayable debts, rough justice, and stinginess.
 If we choose God’s world, we need to start practicing right away.

Fr. Steve Lantry, S.J.
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1550 South Avenue West
Missoula, MT 59801

Kevin A. Miltko , D.D.S.
Family Dentistry

1705 W. Broadway • www.missoulafuneralhomes.com
(406) 543-4190

Linda Ries, MD • Alan Thomas, MD • Patrick Archie, MD
Sarah “Sally” Scott, MD.• Michael Snyder, MD 

John W. Linford, MD • Siobhan Lynch, MD

500 W. Broadway - 728-2539
2827 Fort Missoula Rd - 327-3911

Hematology & Oncology
Montana Cancer Specialists 111 EAST SPRUCE ST.

543-5171

1201 BURLINGTON  AVE.
543-7798

LAUNDRY • DRY CLEANING • DUST CONTROL
LINEN, UNIFORM & COVERALL RENTALS

LAUNDRY & DRY CLEANING  Dial 543-5171
LINEN SUPPLY  Dial 549-0454

Joe Topel
MISSOULA 

TEXTILE
SERVICES

HELLGATE CONOCO
Your Full Service Repair and Service Center

711 E. Broadway
Missoula, Montana 59802
728-9966       549-7504

Ross Grenfell, ASE Certified Mechanic

Parishioner

Kelly M. Driscoll
Wills, Estates, and Family Law
406-356-6546 
www.montanalegaljustice.com

Montana 
Legal Justice PLLC

 Brett R. Felton, DMD
728-0896 |1750 Brooks St. | Missoula

www.themissouladentist.com
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•DENTAL CARE•

John Neuman, Agent  | 406-728-6811
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