
saint FRancis xavieR paRish  
OctObeR 25, 2020

Our MissiOn stateMent

st. Francis Xavier is a cathOlic- Jesuit parish 

ignited by the eucharist 

tO pray, serve, dO Justice, and lOve.

“I offer you my life, that I might find You dear Christ 
at the opening of every door.”

 A recent tradition here at St. Francis Xavier is to honor a parishioner for their outstanding service 
to our parish known as our St. Alphonsus Rodriguez award. 

This year we are pleased to have chosen two recipients A.B. Blade and Diane Szekely!

Both of these individuals inspire others with their love of God and dedication to our parish community 
with their joyful enthusiasm.

Our community is truly blessed.



2

Welcome!

We are delighted you are here.

celebrating sunday all the way home:
 

On the way home from Mass consider asking: 

How do you define love? It is easy to love someone who loves you back. 
How might you love someone you don’t know very well, or someone who doesn’t like you?

May --- 
Hendrix Hasquet, Margaretha Schaffer, 

Belinda Nowatzke, Agnes Gerra, and  Larry Blazevich
receive His healing and consolation.

May --- 
Ken Kailey

 rest in peace in Our Lord’s Loving arms.

Reminder:

The Parish office is open 8:00 am 
until Noon Monday thru Thursday 
please note that Autumn will receive 
your calls remotely in the afternoon 
until 3:30 pm. 
Let us know if you or a loved one is 
in need of pastoral care. 542.0321

Prayers

        
             
 Mass Scriptures for the Month of October, 2020

 Saturday 10/24 Eph. 4:7-16
  Ps. 122
  Luke 13:1-9
 Sunday 10/25 Exod. 22:20-26  30th Sunday in OrdT.
  Ps. 18
  1 Thess. 1:5c-10
  Matt. 22:34-40
 Monday 10/26 Eph. 4:32--5:8
  Ps. 1
  Luke 13:10-17
 Tuesday 10/27 Eph. 5:21-33
  Ps. 128
  Luke 13:18-21
 Wednesday 10/28 Eph. 2:19-22  Sts. Simon and Jude
  Ps. 19
  Luke 6:12-16
 Thursday 10/29 Eph. 6:10-20
  Ps. 144
  Luke 13:31-35
 Friday 10/30 Phil. 1:1-11  Bl. Dominic Collins
  Ps. 111
  Luke 14:1-6
 Saturday 10/31 Phil. 1:18b-26          St. Alphonsus Rodriguez
  Ps. 42
  Luke 14:1, 7-11

                    
       Mass Intentions for The Month of October, 2020

 Saturday 10/24 Emma Wherley
 Sunday 10/25 Fort eh People*
  June Ursua, Marjorie Urua, Orlando Conception
  Patrick Mangan
 Monday 10/26 Paddy Jordan
 Tuesday 10/27 Sheila Stearns
 Wednesday 10/28 Ray Wherley
 Thursday 10/29 Grace Collins
 Friday 10/30 June Marie Susen
 Saturday 10/31 For the People*

In the next few weeks, I will begin offering a bulle-
tin burp and a short video on different aspects of the 
Mass, particularly how we celebrate the Mass at St. 
Francis Xavier.  I will cover the five main sections of 
the two liturgies (and their twenty-nine movements) 
which make up the Mass.  I will start with the Intro-
ductory Rite and its six movements and then, move 
forward into the liturgies.  

Mass is the central act of worship in the Catholic 
Church.  Today, there are many different influences 
and proper forms of celebration.  The reality is that 
what is allowable, and what is encouraged in the 
GIRM does not fit, at times, in different churches or 
chapels.  This is particularly true during these COV-
ID times, or as Fr. Cancino likes to say, “the COVID 
Liturgy”.   The Mass is always public and thus has a 
social dimension. I hope, along with my Jesuit broth-
ers, to open up the parish’s understanding of the Mass, 
both in practice and theological foundations.  I hope to 
launch the videos at the end of Ordinary Time as we 
move into the change of the Liturgical year. 
    -C. Hightower, SJ     
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OctObeR 25, 2020 

the 30th sunday            in ORdinaRy time  

420 West pine street, missoula mt, 59802          406.542.0321       sfxmissoula.org

Collections for October 18, 2020     Regular - 2860.00     Loose - 724.00                   Aid to the Needy - 395.00          
 World Mission - 305.00       Online - 3401.10 

      Thank you for your generous giving!

Happening at the Parish

Cookbook We are still accepting recipes and artwork for our cookbook. Please  continue to enter your recipes 
on our website jot form! Questions contact Autumn 542.0321 aschwenk@sfxmissoula.org

Child Care Our St. Francis Xavier Childcare center is currently looking for individuals seeking part-time em-
ployment. We offer competitive wages. Please contact Angie Colbert acolbert@sfxmissoula.org 406.203.4333.

Rockn’ Grandmas Would you be willing to volunteer at our child care center? We are in need of some “Rockn’ 
Grandma’s” to assist our care givers. Please contact Angie Colbert at acolbert@sfxmissoula.org or 4o6.203.4333.

Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction Wednesdays  8:30 am until 3:00 pm you are invited to pray before the 
Blessed Sacrament. If you can devote an hour or have questions please contact Kathy our facilitator 406.251.3704  

Remembrance Service Throughout the month of November, we remember our loved ones who have passed on 
throughout the year. Our remembrance service will be held both in the church and via live stream on all Souls 
Day, Monday, November 2nd at 7 pm.  All are welcome to pray with the community for our loved ones who 
have passed away.
A livestream is planned 

The white crosses During the month of remembrance, in addition to the white crosses for the Jesuit martyrs, 
their housekeeper and her daughter, the four church women murdered in El Salvador and Saint Oscar Romero, 
this year we lift up Rutillo Grande.  
Rutillio Grande, whose case is currently being considered  for sainthood, was assassinated on March 12th, 1977 
on a dusty road near the Salvadoran village where he was raised. In his life, he freed himself from the trappings 
of the elite clergy and served amongst the marginalized in their struggle against systemic evil.  Grande was the 
inspiration for the conversion of Saint Oscar Romero.  

SFX Tech Ministry SFX Tech Ministry needs you! Do you use a PC regularly for work? Is navigating the web 
easy for you? Would you be willing once a month to help our seniors, homebound, and vulnerable populations 
participate in Sunday 10am Mass virtually? Training and support on the sanctuary livestream system is provid-
ed. Willing to help? Contact Brian bjohnson@sfxmissoula.org or 926-9797

Happening in the Community
Ignite 20 or 30 Something? Bible study Sundays at 4:00 pm in the Bayern Brewery. You might consider learning 
more about Ignite! https://www.facebook.com/ Goups/263171304080654
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The Annual Catholic Appeal is the main fundraiser for the 
Diocese of Helena.   Although Saint Francis Xavier Parish 
is under the care of the Society of Jesus, we are a diocesan 
parish.  As such, it is important to support the ACA, this 
year in particular.   COVID-19 has hit many parishes hard 
and unequally. We were blessed to make a smooth transi-
tion to virtual Masses and were able to open up quickly un-
der Bishop Vetter’s directive and both Governor Bullock’s 
and Missoula County Health Department’s mandate.  Af-
ter reopening, our collections and on-line giving has been 
stable.  This has not been the experience of some other 
parishes.  It is time to share our treasury and support with 
the diocese.  Please take a moment to watch the Bishop’s 
video and read his letter. The ACA supports the diocese’s 
charitable giving and programing.  St. Francis Xavier ben-
efits from these programs and giving; let’s help support the 
bishop’s efforts and support the Annual Catholic Appeal.

C. Hightower, SJ

Pastor

Dear St Francis, 

Thank you so much for participating in Care Net’s 
annual Baby Bottle Drive! Because of you and your 
congregation, we were able to exceed expectations for 
our fundraiser during this pandemic! Your church gen-
erously donated $1025!! which will help us to continue 
ministering to our clients who are facing unexpected 
pregnancies. We are so grateful that we can partner 
with your church in this ministry. 

 With much Gratitude,

 Jennifer Bartlett       Nancy Kesler

 Care Net Director   Church Outreach Volunteer
Serve. Learn. Lead. Succeed.

Currently accepting applications

for the 2020-21 academic year. 

Space is limited and some

classes have wait lists! 

For more information about the schools, please contact Kathy

Schneider, Loyola Sacred Heart High School Principal at         

 406-549-6101 k.schneider@mcsmt.org and/or 

Christina Vierra McGill, St. Joseph School Principal at 

406-549-1290 tina.mcgill@mcsmt.org.

We're ready for life!

Tuition Assistance and Scholarships Available

Wreaths for St. Mary's Cemetery

Missoula Catholic School

students are selling

Christmas wreaths to

support co-curricular     

 activities.  Wreaths will

be delivered & placed on

your loved one’s

graveside during the first

week of  December.

If you’d like to place an order, please call 541-2858

We could use a little help.

Our St. Francis Xavier Childcare center is currently 
looking for individuals seeking part-time employ-
ment. We offer competitive wages. Please contact 
Angie Colbert acolbert@sfxmissoula.org 
406.203.4333.

And, if you enjoy rocking a child to sleep. We are in 
need of some “Rockn’ Grandma’s” volunteers to assist 
our care givers. Angie would love to have your help-
ing hands!   
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The Greatest Commandment

By the Church calendar we are in the 30th week of Ordinary Time, but for the faithful it might as well be the 32nd Sunday 
of Covid Time.

Sometimes I want to raise my hands and yell, “Time out!  Let’s get off this rollercoaster of madness.   Let’s get our priorities 
straight.”

Priorities, a return to the basics. That’s what Jesus speaks about in our Gospel when the religious leaders of Israel try to trap 
him. A legal scholar asks Jesus which commandment is the greatest.  

Jesus’ response is simple and direct.  “You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all 
your mind.”  The second is like it.  You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  

Simple, and challenging, especially during a pandemic of virulence and violence, and a national vertigo of growing chaos.  

The first part should be obvious.  God is our #1 priority - not health or wealth, power or prestige; talent or job, political 
party or movement.  These can be pathways to serving God, but they cannot replace God.

The second part is just as clear.  To love God means to love what God loves.  We can’t make God our highest value without 
also loving our neighbor.  Why?  For no other reason than they are loved by God. 

Our reading from Exodus spells out the neighbor Jesus has in mind.  Widows, orphans and aliens are symbols of those who 
get forgotten, overlooked and ignored in our society.  

Each must determine who these outcasts are in their life.  It may be the person who looks different than you, was raised dif-
ferently than you, lives differently than you, believes differently than you, votes different than you.

Still, our response is always the same.  We use the lens of faith to inform our actions, not our personal preferences or poli-
tics to influence the lens of our faith.  

While economic hardship and pandemics and systemic oppression magnify the heavy yoke of suffering many bear dispro-
portionately, for Christians they also amplify our allegiance to the message and witness of Jesus.

There is no aspect of our lives outside of the 2 great commandments, not family life or finances, not work or school, not 
play or politics.  

History will judge the Church and Christians for their collective and particular response to the extraordinary year of 2020.  

Will future textbooks speak of the role of the Church in helping shape a new national narrative of kindness and compas-
sion?   They will, if we get back to basics.  

Will unbelievers point to Christians for their public, prophetic witness to help bind up the wounds of our ailing and broken 
communities?  They will, if we get our priorities straight.  

Will he epitaph of your life read how you pursued the good in others, cared for the needy, and fostered the dignity of all 
humans?  It will, if you keep always in front of you the commandments to love God and neighbor.

Fr. Tom Lankenau
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